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A

Year of the Star

s the year is coming to an end, we, at
Vistara, are extremely delighted to share
that we turn a year old next month.
Adding to the celebratory spirit, there are
more feathers in our cap. With less than
a year in the industry, Vistara bagged the prestigious
Condé Nast Traveller Readers’ Travel Award as the
second best domestic airline in the country.
Stay tuned for irresistible offers planned as part of
our first anniversary celebrations. With nine aircraft
and 297 weekly flights to 12 destinations, we have over
850,000 happy customers and many a milestones to
cherish from 2015.
With the onset of the festive season last month,
Vistara kick-started interesting promotional activities.
One of these is the Boarding Pass Exclusives programme
which was introduced for flyers to avail exciting
discounts from partners in retail, dining, travel and
transport, wellness and hospitality sectors. Read more
about this offer on page 20.
Celebrating our first Diwali last month, we chose
to make the occasion memorable and meaningful by
uniting people with their loved ones through its festive
campaign, #HamariPehliDiwali. Celebrating the spirit
of love and togetherness, the #HamariPehliDiwali
campaign invited people to share their Pehli Diwali
stories and gave participants a chance to fly and
celebrate with their loved ones. To know more about
this campaign, flip to page 18. Another development was
Team Vistara
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Vistara’s partnership with Axis Bank to introduce a cobranded credit card which offers a slew of privileges to
domestic travellers under the Club Vistara programme.
We are also very close to attaining the one million
customers mark which gives us immense pleasure and
renews our vigour to serve with seamlessness in the
coming years.
In our Cover Story (page 40-46), we explore
the serene city of Varanasi which is a confluence of
spirituality and modernity. The festive season continues
with Christmas and New Year as we enlist some of the
best churches in India in the Photo Frames section
(page 74-80). To decide your perfect outfit for the
New Year’s Eve party, read through our Fashion section
(page 66-70).
Vistara is young and nimble, constantly evolving
and adapting, keeping customer needs in mind. In the
core, what fuels us is the strength we derive from our
heritage, our steely resolve to look straight in to face of
challenges, our unique culture that bonds us as a team
and above all, the tremendous goodwill from customers
and other stakeholders that we have earned in a very
short span of time. As we gear up for the New Year, we
promise to continue presenting you with innovative
solutions, offerings and services that are unparalleled
and transform the way you fly.
To stay synced in to everything happening at Vistara,
remember to visit our website www.airvistara.com or
follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
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START

UP!

On The Cover
The image displays
the holy Ganges and
the ghats of Varanasi
at dawn
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Good Tidings
All Abound
As we turn a year old next month, we give you a peek into the
eventful year gone by

T

Lighting of the lamp at Bhubaneswar launch
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he nip in the air brings with
it a sense of nostalgia for us
at Vistara. Last year around
this time, we were in the
thick of action to launch our
operations. And today, we are gearing up
to celebrate our first anniversary. It seems
like the last 12 months have flown by
really quickly, but when we look back and
reflect upon the ground that we covered
in such a short span, we know how far
we have come as a team. As we enter the
last month of 2015, we are proud to have
flown over 850,000 happy customers.
With 297 weekly flights to 12 destinations
– Delhi, Lucknow, Pune, Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Goa, Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Guwahati, Bagdogra, Bhubaneswar
and Varanasi – flying for business or

vacations has never been more enjoyable.
The journey has been eventful, to say
the least. After the appointment of Sharaf
Travels as our Global Sales Agent (GSA)
for the Gulf region in September, we
said ‘Kon’nichiwa’ to Japan in October.
Vistara inked an interline partnership
with Japan Airlines, and appointed Air
System Inc as its GSA in Japan. With this
step, customers of Japan Airlines have
the convenience of purchasing a single
ticket in Japan or India for combined
itineraries on Japan Airlines and Vistara.
They can also enjoy international
baggage allowance on Vistara’s domestic
services in India.
At Vistara, there are reasons for
celebrations galore. The festival of
lights radiates the warmth families

Guess
&Win
Which upcoming Vistara property is this?
Ticketing office
Lounge
Merchandise shop
Where is this located?
Terminal 3 Departure Delhi
Terminal 2 Departure Mumbai
Terminal 3 Arrival Delhi
Send in your answers at
inflightmag@airvistara.com
to win an exciting prize

share, and our flyers
are part of the Vistara
family. Vistara invited its
customers to celebrate
#HamariPehliDiwali with
stories about their first
special Diwali. Those with
the most endearing stories
won complimentary tickets
to fly Vistara and join their
loved ones for the festival.
Regular flyers, too, were
in for a pleasant surprise
with Vistara’s ‘Boarding
Pass Exclusives’ programme.
Vistara customers can now
enjoy an array of benefits
simply by presenting their
boarding pass at the partners’
outlets such as Croma, Titan,
Pizza Hut and more.
To top it all, Vistara’s
customers flying during
the Diwali week received
a set of gift vouchers that
can be redeemed on future
Vistara flights. More good
news for travellers whose
work requires them to be in
the National Capital early in
the morning. We launched
an innovative ‘Fly and Stay’

offer in partnership with
Taj Holidays and Vivanta
by Taj-Dwarka, New Delhi.
Club Vistara members can
now avail a 10% discount on
Taj Holidays. Also, travellers
flying from Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Pune, Hyderabad,
Ahmedabad, Guwahati and
Bhubaneswar to Delhi can
now book on Vistara with a
night’s stay at Vivanta by TajDwarka at attractive prices.
Vistara will soon turn
a year old and the latest
additions to our rapidly
growing family were our
eighth and ninth aircraft!
Vistara makes you travel in
style and with comfort all
the way.
And the gratifying journey
continues. Moments before
this magazine was finalised
for printing, Vistara received
the coveted Condé Nast
Traveller Readers’ Travel
Award - the Silver Trophy for
India’s favourite domestic
airline. For this, we thank our
supporters and well-wishers
with humility.

vistara
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#HamariPehliDiwali
Celebrating the spirit of love and togetherness, the #HamariPehliDiwali campaign
invited people to share their ‘Pehli Diwali’ stories and gave participants a chance to fly
and celebrate the festival with their loved ones

#ShaadiWaliPehliDiwali

#DadiWaliPehliDiwali

T

he festival of lights is
symbolic of all things
new. And during these
auspicious beginnings
we all wish to be with
our families and celebrate this
special time. Just like Vistara
celebrated its Pehli Diwali this
year, some of us also had a reason
why this Diwali was special for
them as a first. And therefore, we
made the Pehli Diwali of many
people an even more memorable
occasion by flying five lucky
winner couples down to the
destination of their choice. These
lucky winners shared their Pehli
Diwali stories with us through
a video or a post/tweet and we
helped them make their Pehli
Diwali a special one with Vistara.

Special baggage
tags and
vouchers were
also distributed
during this Diwali
campaign

18 | Vistara | December 2015

vistara
experience

Get Exclusive Benefits Even After Your Flight
Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your boarding pass within seven days of
your travel at our partner brands and enjoy exciting offers.

Flat 10% off on entire
Drinks, Books and
Souvenirs category.

Flat 20% on purchases
made at Foodstreet at
Delhi Terminal 3.

20% discount on Best Available
Rate by using Promo Code
“ZSUP20VIST” on booking Ginger
Hotel. Bookings to be done at
www.gingerhotels.com, Ginger Call
Centre or directly at the hotels.

Buy Any Pizza worth `350 and
Get Breadsticks free worth
`116 at Delhi Terminal 3.

5% off on transaction of
`10,000 and above (Max
discount: `1,000), excluding
Airport stores.

Flat 20% on
purchases made at
Vaango, Delhi
Terminal 3.

1. Friday Seafood Nights - dinner
buffet at Spectra. One-for-one
offer.
2. Weekend Bhoj at Diya. On
Saturdays, one-for-one offer on
any package.
3. Lungo Pranzo Dominica at
Zanotta. On Saturdays, one-forone offer.

`500 off Carzonrent
premium chauffeur drive
service outstation booking.
(code CVO500).

Exclusive 36% off on any
Spa services.

4. Spa massage/ treatments.
One-for-one offer on any
treatment/ massage packages.

`600 of on Myles
self-drive. (code MVO500).

Flat 15% off on food bill
(excluding taxes).

Flat 15% off on food bill
(excluding taxes).
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Two complimentary
mocktails /cocktails /
IMFL drinks with every
buffet meal.

30% discount on
60 or 90 mins spa
therapy.

vistara
Experience

Products & Services
We push the boundaries of air travel, keeping you at the very centre of our endeavours. Our enterprising spirit,
blended with traditional Indian hospitality will ensure every journey you take with us is a truly enjoyable experience
and a feeling like no other. When you fly Vistara, you fly the new feeling. Welcome aboard.
Business

Customers in Business Class can
revel in our ultra-luxurious seats,
which boast of a wide seat back and
comfortable recline. Ergonomic
seat features such as extendable leg
rest, footrest and adjustable winged
headrest are also available to adjust
your seating comfort. In addition,
you can find some personal storage
space located at the side of your
seat, with enough room for small
items like your glasses, a gadget
or a book. The interplay between
the royal purple and calm grey
hues of our cabin evokes a sense of
tranquility, so that you reach your
destination feeling rejuvenated.

Premium Economy

Cabin Baggage

Business,
Premium Economy
and Economy
Class customers
are entitled to
one item of cabin
baggage. This
excludes handbags
and laptops. Each
bag should weigh
no more than 7 kg
with the combined
length, width and
height of each bag
not exceeding
115 cm (45 inches).
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Be a class ahead when you fly
with us in our exclusive Premium
Economy section. With up to
20 per cent more legroom for
each seat, enjoy the increased
sense of well-being that comes
with having that much more
personal space. Thoughtful touches
such as the specially designed
and tested seat bottom cushions
for improved comfort, winged
headrests and long armrests allow
for further relaxation on your
journeys with us.

Economy

Our Economy Class cabin is anything
but ordinary. Upholstered in
genuine leather, the seats set a new
benchmark in style and comfort.
Your comfort is our priority, that is
why we have taken special care to
style the seats to further maximise
knee and legroom space.

Meals & Dining

Aboard our flights, be taken
on an exciting gastronomic
adventure when you partake
of the innovative culinary
selections which our experts
have specially developed for
your enjoyment. Business
Class customers are treated
to a fine dining experience
amongst the clouds with the
use of fine linen and bone
china tableware. Our Premium
Economy and Economy sections
can look forward to wholesome
and satisfying meals along
with a range of beverages, all
served by our engaging cabin
crew. Customers with specific
dietary requirements can select
from a wide range of special
meals, which are available for
booking up to 24 hours prior to
flight departure.

Portable Electronic
Devices
While the use of PEDs such
as mobile phones, tablets and
laptops is permitted on our
aircraft, these must always be
switched off and stowed away
during taxi, take-off and landing.
When in use during boarding or
inflight, regulations require that
PEDs are to be placed in flight
safe or airplane mode with all
transmitting functions (GSM,
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, etc.) disabled.
For safety reasons, customers
may be asked to stop the use
of PEDs at any point of the
flight journey. We seek your
cooperation to comply with the
instructions by our crew.
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Club Vistara
As a Club Vistara member, you will be entitled to a number of benefits (see table below) which have been
crafted to enhance your travel experience. Progression through the three status tiers - Base, Silver and
Gold - results in added privileges that will elevate your check-in and boarding experience, to make you feel
exclusive right from the beginning of your journey.

Benefits
Earn
Points
on All
Flights*

Exclusive
Offers and
Promotions

Access and
Management
of Your
Account
Information
Online

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

gold

✓

Priority
Airport
Standby

✓

Increased
Baggage
Allowance

Priority
Priority
Airport Boarding
Check-in
&
Priority
Baggage
Handling

+10 kg

Business
Class
Counter

+5 kg

Premium
Economy
Counter

✓

Priority
Waitlist
Clearance

Tier
Bonus
Points

Points
Earned
Per
100 INR

Lounge
Access

Access to
Partner
Lounges

Guaranteed
Reservations
For Economy
Class

Dedicated
Club Vistara
Helpline

Up to 48
Hours Prior*

✓

✓

+2

7

✓

+1

6

✓

5

✓

silver

✓
base

✓

*Please refer to Club Vistara Terms & Conditions to learn more.
www.airvistara.com/club-vistara

Earn CV Points with Singapore Airlines & SilkAir
Club Vistara members can now earn Club Vistara (CV) points for flights on our two new partners, Singapore Airlines and SilkAir.
CV points earned will be based on distance flown*. Please refer to the table below to for calculating CV Point accruals.

Operating Carrier

• To earn CV points on Singapore
Airlines and SilkAir flights, CV
membership number must
be furnished at the time of
booking or check-in.

Premium Economy/Economy Class

Business Class

Suites/First Class

S, T, P - 100%
Y, B, E - 100%
M, H, W, L - 70%

Z, C, J, U, D - 125%

R, F, A - 150%

S, T, P - 100%
Y, B, E - 100%
M, H, W, L - 70%

Z, C, J, U, D - 125%

Not Applicable

• Bookings must be
made in the name
as it appears in
passport and CV
membership records.

• It will take up to
four weeks after
the flight for the CV
points to be credited
into CV accounts.

• To check if the CV points
have been credited, CV
members can login at
‘My Account’ on airvistara.
com/trip/club-vistara

• All queries regarding
points earned with
our partners will be
handled by
Club Vistara.

*”Distance flown” means the calculated distance between origin and destination, as determined by Vistara in its sole discretion, regardless of the actual distance travelled.
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Redeeming CV Points
Redeeming Club Vistara points is as easy as earning them. You can choose from a host of destinations and use
your Club Vistara points to book an award flight on Vistara or our other airline partners’ network.

Club Vistara Award Chart
Origin

Destination

Delhi

Ahmedabad

CV Points Required
Economy

4000

Premium Economy

5000

Govt. Taxes As Applicable

Business

15000

ü

Delhi

Bagdogra

6000

7000

25000

ü

Delhi

Bengaluru

6000

7000

25000

ü

Delhi

Goa

6000

7000

25000

ü

Delhi

Guwahati

6000

7000

25000

ü

Delhi

Hyderabad

5000

6000

20000

ü

Delhi

Lucknow

4000

5000

15000

ü

Delhi

Mumbai

5000

6000

20000

ü

Delhi

Pune

5000

6000

20000

ü

Mumbai

Bengaluru

5000

6000

20000

ü

Mumbai

Goa

4000

5000

15000

ü

Bagdogra

Guwahati

4000

5000

15000

ü

Redemption Process
To redeem your Club Vistara points, follow the steps mentioned below:

1. Refer to the award chart
to know the number of
CV points required for
the destination you want
to travel to.

2. Connect with us through
our Customer Service
Centre (CSC) at 1860 108
9999 to redeem your CV
points for booking.

3. Mention your Club Vistara
membership number along with
date of travel, origin-destination,
cabin class and preferred time for
the flight you wish to book.

4. Our CSC will take
the request and
follow the required
procedures to issue
your ticket.

5. Should you wish to make changes
to your award flight booking, our
CSC will be able to assist you in
the same.

6. For more details, please
log on to our website
airvistara.com.
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VISTARA
EXPERIENCE

Flight Schedule
Origin

Weekly Frequency

Ahmedabad to Delhi

14

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Operations

UK 990

0950

1130

7

UK 990

1000

1130

123456

UK 968

1935

2105

Daily

UK955

0745

0915

Daily

UK969

1720

1855

Daily

1655

1910

Daily

Delhi to Ahmedabad

14

Bagdogra to Delhi

7

UK765

Delhi to Bagdogra

7

UK 765

1225

1435

Daily

Bengaluru to Delhi

7

UK 876

1935

2220

Daily

Bengaluru to Mumbai

7

UK 875

0950

1135

123456

UK 875

1100

1240

7

Delhi to Bengaluru

7

UK 889

0625

0910

123456

UK 889

0735

1015

7

Mumbai to Bengaluru

7

UK 850

1715

1855

Daily

UK 733

0735

0940

Daily

3

UK 781

1625

1835

Daily

UK 7815

1625

1835

23467

UK 732

1025

1235

Daily

UK 7623

1920

2125

Daily

UK 7625

1920

2125

23467

UK847

1110

1345

Daily

UK 877

1350

1630

67

UK 877

1350

1630

1567

UK 862

1425

1715

Daily

UK 878

1710

1955

67

5

UK 878

1710

1955

1567

1

Delhi to Bhubaneswar

Bhubaneswar to Delhi

1
2

14

14

Delhi to Goa

9

4
5

Goa to Delhi

1225

1435

Daily

2

UK 765

1705

1930

Daily

7

1

UK765

1515

1620

Daily

7

2

UK765

1515

1620

Daily

UK 829

0640

0850

123456

2

UK 879

1650

1900

Daily

1

UK879

1715

1925

Daily

Delhi to Guwahati

7

UK765

Guwahati to Delhi

7

Guwahati to Bagdogra
Bagdogra to Guwahati

Delhi to Hyderabad

1

9

4

Till December 19

13

December 20 Onwards

2
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Till December 17

3

December 8 to December 17

4

5

December 18 Onwards

Origin

Weekly Frequency

Hyderabad to Delhi

13

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Operations

UK830

0930

1140

123456

2

UK 870

1940

2150

Daily

1

UK870

2005

2215

Daily

UK 927

0725

0840

Daily

UK 970

1210

1320

Daily

UK 936

0925

1030

Daily

UK 933

1400

1505

Daily

UK975

0605

0810

123456

UK943

0725

0940

Daily

6

UK 997

0825

1040

Daily

UK9951

1015

1230

Daily

UK9952

1105

1320

Daily

UK 9937

1350

1605

12345

UK933

1555

1810

Daily

UK979

1810

2020

Daily

UK 981

2015

2230

Daily

7

UK 981

2015

2225

Daily

1

UK930

0725

0935

123456

2

UK930

0750

1005

123456

UK 970

0855

1055

Daily

UK994

1025

1240

Daily

UK 9986

1150

1355

Daily

UK 944

1420

1630

Daily

UK 996

1715

1925

12345

UK 980

1930

2145

Daily

UK 988

2100

2305

Daily

UK 988

2115

2325

Daily

1

Delhi to Lucknow

14

1

Lucknow to Delhi

Delhi to Mumbai

14

53

8

Mumbai to Delhi

53

7

8

7

1

Delhi to Pune

7

UK991

1710

1925

Daily

Pune to Delhi

7

UK992

2005

2215

Daily

Delhi to Varanasi

7

UK 990

1250

1415

Daily

Varanasi to Delhi

7

UK 969

1455

1620

Daily

Goa to Mumbai

7

UK 996

1525

1635

Daily

Mumbai to Goa

7

UK 820

1325

1445

Daily

Till December 19

2

December 20 Onwards

December 8 Onwards

6

December 15 Onwards

7

Till December 14

8

Schedule is subject to change without prior notice
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trending
DIARY

Watch Out For
india

abroad

Holly Trolley Day
When: December 5
Where: Fairmount Park,
Philadelphia
Visit: www.discoverphl.com

Festa de Diu
When: From December 1
Where: Diu beaches

The 75-day celebration of art,
music and culture, Festa de
Diu is termed as the longest
beach festival of Asia. A flea
market, adventure zone with
hot air ballooning, zip lining and
bungee jumping along with
performances by musicians,
magicians and comedians are
organised during the festival.
Other attractions include jam
sessions, heritage walks and
workshops. Visitors can stay in
44 airconditioned luxury tents
at the festival village. Rock
bands Indian Ocean and Asia
Elektric will also perform along
with top actors and artistes
such as Kailash Kher, Milind
Soman, and Vir Das.
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Hornbill Festival
When: December 1-10
Where: Nagaland

One of the largest celebrations of the
indigenous warrior tribes of the region, the
Hornbill Festival features traditional arts,
dances, folk songs, games and music concerts.
Local handicraft products are on sale during
this 10-day festival which is also termed as the
Festival of Festivals.

Mevlana Whirling
Dervishes
When: December 10
Where: Konya, Turkey
Visit: www.fest300.
com/festivals/mevlanawhirling-dervishes

Rann Utsav
When: From December 23
Where: Great Rann of Kutch, Gujarat

During the full moon night amid awe-inspiring
and contrasting landscapes each year, a threeday festive extravaganza, Rann Utsav, is hosted
in Kutch region of Gujarat. The festival provides
an exclusive opportunity to witness the creative
ingenuity of artisans, an assorted array of
folk music and performances and a mixed
representation of culture and communities.

SnowGlobe Music
Festival
When: December 29
Where: South Lake Tahoe,
California
Visit: www.
snowglobemusicfestival.
com

trending
DIARY

A

Dramatic and Lively
Tata LitFest

B

E

very year, for the last six
years, Mumbai plays host to
the world’s most influential
and talented literary minds
at the Tata Literature Live!
The Mumbai LitFest. Considered one of
India’s most important literature events,
the festival is a true representation of the
spirit of Mumbai – cosmopolitan, lively
and dramatic.
The sixth edition of Tata Literature
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C
Live! The Mumbai LitFest, culminated
with a grand awards ceremony held at
(NCPA). Kiran Nagarkar was felicitated
with the Tata Literature Live! Lifetime
Achievement Award for his outstanding
contribution to the Indian literary
space. The Tata Literature Live! First
Book Award in the fiction category went
to Danesh Rana for Red Maize. In the
non-fiction category, the award was
given to Rohini Mohan for The Seasons

A

The genuine article
with Avirook Sen,
Rajdeep Sardesai,
Lorraine Adams and
Sreenivasan Jain

B

Hannah Silva rips
Fifty Shades of Grey
apart in Schlock!

C

Germaine Greer
in conversation
with Vikram Seth
on ‘Can Books
Change the World’
at Tata Literature
Live! The Mumbai
LitFest 2015

of Trouble: Life Amid The Ruins Of
Sri Lanka’s Civil War. Tata Literature
Live! Book of the Year in the Fiction
category went to Karthika Nair for her
book, Until the Lions – Echoes from the
Mahabharata. In the non-fiction section,
it went to Akshaya Mukul for Gita Press
and the Making of Hindu India. The
awards ceremony saw the announcement
of two new awards in the literature-forchildren category.

trending
celluloid

Movies This Month
bollywood

Hollywood

Krampus
Release Date:
December 4
Cast: Adam Scott, Toni
Collette, Allison Tolman,
David Koechner
Director: Michael
Dougherty

watch
must

Bajirao Mastani
Release Date:
December 18
Cast: Ranveer Singh,
Deepika Padukone and
Priyanka Chopra
Director: Sanjay Leela
Bhansali
Bajirao Mastani narrates the
love story of Maratha Peshwa
Bajirao I (Ranveer) and his
second wife, Mastani (Deepika).
Actress Priyanka Chopra plays
Bajirao’s first wife, Kashibai.
Sanjay Leela Bhansali has not
only directed this period drama
but also composed music for
this magnum opus. After the
superhit Goliyon Ki Raasleela Ram Leela, Deepika and Ranveer
will be seen onscreen together
once again.
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Dilwale
Release Date: December 18
Cast: Shah Rukh Khan, Kajol,
Varun Dhawan and Kriti Sanon
Director: Rohit Shetty
Dilwale is a comedy-drama that promises to be
high on emotions, action and comedy quotients.
The movie brings together Shah Rukh Khan and
Kajol after a hiatus of five years and will show
the first-time pairing of Varun and Kriti.
Hate Story 3
Release Date: December 3
Cast: Sharman Joshi, Zarine Khan, Daisy Shah
and Karan Singh Grover
Director: Vishal Pandya
The story revolves around Aditya Singh
(Sharman) and Siya Singh (Zarine) who gain
control of the family business. And then enters
businessman Saurav Singhania (Karan) who
makes an absurd offer to merge his company
with that of Aditya.

Star Wars:
The Force Awakens
Release Date:
December 18
Cast: Harrison Ford, Mark
Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Peter
Mayhew
Director: JJ Abrams

Alvin and the
Chipmunks: The
Road Chip
Release Date:
December 23
Cast: Bella Thorne,
Matthew Gray Gubler,
Justin Long, Jason Lee
Director: Walt Becker

Axe Brand
universal oil

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel

trending
What’s new

New on the Block

Christmas Day Joy

Sunday Brunching

Wake up your weekends with a free-flowing Moet & Chandon
Champagne Brunch at Shangri-La’s - Eros Hotel, New Delhi’s
newly launched all-day dining restaurant, Tamra. The exquisite
buffet menu offers a plethora of choices, featuring a live Biryani
Bar where you can order from four types of biryani served
with delicious Mirch Ka Saalan, succulent Braised Pork Belly
along with sweet chilli sauce. The California Maki Rolls, Spicy
Tuna Sushi and Ebi Tempura make up for an impeccable Sushi
platter. The Asian Oriental cooking theatre offers exquisite
flavourful dim sums. And for the big finish, indulge with warm
and delicious waffle ice-cream cone or a decadently sinful
chocolate fountain that will ensnare your senses.

This December, indulge in the
incredible sights, sounds and smells of
Christmas and the holiday
season with your loved ones amid
the palatial grandeur of the National
Capital’s most sought-after hotel,
The Leela Palace New Delhi.
Christmas Day Joy - December 25,
2015 features a sumptuous buffet
replete with traditional Christmas
delicacies featuring an extravagant
smoked salmon station, roasted
butter ball turkey and black forest ham
carving stations, minced pies, plum
cakes, accompanied with premium
wines and spirits. Also, surprise
your children with Santa’s special
appearance.

Luxe Palette

Conveniently located in one of the most
beautiful places in Delhi -- Mehrauli near Qutub
Minar, Dramz is one-of-its-kind Single Malt
Whiskey Bar & Lounge. Spread across three
floors with a spacious wine and whiskey cellar
in the basement and lots of private and open
drink and dine options, Dramz has a full-fledged
kitchen offering European and Continental
menus for customers who appreciate ambience
and premium whiskies. What makes the
experience at Dramz worth enjoying is the
amazing view of the Qutub and relishing worldclass liquor in its close proximity.
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trending
reading corner

Good Books On
Love, Betrayal, Redemption
Words Guneet Oberoi

The Bestseller
She Wrote
Author: Ravi Subramanian
Publisher: Westland
Publications
Price: `295
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F

or readers looking
for a change from
the usual run-ofthe-mill romances
flooding the
market, Ravi Subramanian’s
The Bestseller She Wrote is
the best bet. The author, wellacclaimed for thriller novels,
has introduced a new flavour
in this book by exploring the
realms of romantic intrigue.

High on emotional quotient
with unexpected twists
and turns, this fast-paced
unputdownable novel justifies
the words on the cover - Love,
Betrayal and Redemption perfectly. References to authors
like Chetan Bhagat and Ashwin
Sanghi, personalities like the
Mumbai Police Commissioner
and filmmaker Anurag Kashyap
and bestsellers like The Fault in

Why We Love
The Way We Do
Author: Preeti Shenoy
Price: `250
Publisher: Westland
Publications

Are You Feeding
Your Hunger or Your
Emotions?
Author: Shikha Sharma
Price: `245
Publisher: Wisdom Tree

The book is a collection
of essays on relationships
based on Preeti Shenoy’s
popular columns in which
she discusses issues
and questions people
in relationships or those
hoping to be in one, face.
The topics range from
those particular to our
modern and technologyfilled world: How to move
from an online relationship
to a real-life one to those
immortal issues such as
how men and women
communicate differently?

Bored-Spicy; Anxious-Crunchy;
Sad-Desserts! Do these
combinations ring a bell? Are
we all not guilty of feeding our
emotions at some time or the
other, if not on most occassions?
Distilling and combining the
best principles of Ayurvedic
and new-age therapies, this
book gives a wake-up call and
asks a pertinent question, “Are
you feeding your hunger or
your emotions?” Honest and
intelligent the book cuts through
the clutter and helps you
uncover the blind spot in weightloss advice.

The Shelf
Our Stars and The Luminaries, make
the story charismatic and realistic.
So goes the story: Banker-turnedauthor Aditya Kapoor has everything
a man can dream of – a perfect family,
fame, a well-paying job, a thriving
career as an author and intellectual
glamour. That is until he meets Shreya,
a young ambitious management trainee
from IIM Bengaluru. Aditya gets
besotted with Shreya while she does
not. Bent as she is to be a successful
author herself, she is driven by a single
motive — to become a bestselling author
like him. The Bestseller She Wrote is
about clandestine love, deceit, betrayal,
loss, sleaze, rejection and dejection.
The characters in the book are,

undoubtedly, its highlight. Be it Maya
(Aditya’s wife) whose character is well
woven with poise and elegance or
Shreya who comes across as a powerful
woman. The twists and motives in the
book are very descriptive and lend it
a thriller angle, further proving the
fabulous style of writing Subramanian
possesses.
Excerpt: I think you are partly
correct, to the extent that treating a
book like a product can be demeaning
to books and the trade. While selling
a book aggressively is the need
of the hour, I suspect you may be
right. Books are a bit more private
and personal and that needs to be
respected.

5 fiction books from
HarperCollins Books
Rise of Hastinapur
Sharath Komaraju
Tweenaches in the Age of
Hashtags: Nina the Philosopher
Judy Balan
Ghachar Ghochar by Vivek
Shanbag translated
Srinath Perur
Second Chance at Love
Ruchita Misra
Liberation of Sita by Volga
translated
C Vijayshree and T Vijay Kumar

5 non-fictions books by
HarperCollins Books
Jelly Belly
Aparna Santhanam
Woodsmoke and leafcups
Madhu Ramnath
No one else
Siddharth Dube
Olive Witch
Abeer Haque
An Unlikey Mogul: My Journey
from Grain Mill to Satellite TV and
Beyond
Subhash Chandra

Jangshersingh.com
Author: Vishal Bhatia
Price: `350
Publisher: Quixotic

Amar Bari Tomar
Bari Naxalbari
Author: Sumit Kumar
Price: `299
Publisher: Horizon Books

Revolving around three
people, Jangshersingh.
com is a sports fiction
work where two stories
run parallel to each other
but are inter-woven. The
story revolves around
Jangsher, the protagonist,
who falls in love with a
village girl when he was
a boy. Unfortunately, the
couple gets caught during
an intimate moment by her
brothers who beat him up
and almost kill him. Jangher
survives and ends up being
a really headstrong guy who
keeps challenging god.

The book dives deep
into the dark history
of two facets of the
communist movement
in India - the Naxalbari
Uprising and the current
Maoist conflict in central
India. From the tiny village
of Naxalbari, the story
travels back and forth
in time -- it takes you
to pre-Independence
Hyderabad, postIndependence Andhra
Pradesh and finally to the
jungles of Dandkaranya
where the sparks of
Naxalbari finally grew.
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odyssey
cover story

Confluence of
Spirituality And
Modernity
With perfect
blend of old
world charm and
modern glitz
and glamour,
Varanasi
showcases
an interesting
lifestyle to
the discerning
traveller
Words: Nishant Jha

How to Get There
Vistara flies daily to
Varanasi from
New Delhi

A

The Ghats in
Varanasi

A
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odyssey
cover story

B

D

C

V

aranasi must be experienced
by everyone - and not just
for spirituality, as many
feel. Experience the city’s
rich history, lip-smacking
cuisines and finding peace among the
chaos as you walk through the streets
watching the world go by.
The city is considered the holiest
of the seven sacred places in Hinduism
and Jainism. From the foreign tourists
wanting to find peace and spiritual clarity
on the banks of River Ganges at the
Dashashwamedh, the Manikarnika and
the Harishchandra ghats to the religious

42 | Vistara | December 2015

tourists from across India making a
beeline to seek blessings at the Kashi
Vishwanath, the Sankat Mochan or the
hundreds of other temples, the city has
something to offer for everyone.
Modern-day Varanasi
Varanasi, like many other Indian cities,
is moving on the path of progress at a
rapid pace. From retail outlets of leading
international brands nestled among
fledgling rustic shops to high-end luxury
cars jostling for space with rickshaws
through the narrow by-lanes of this
ancient city, it surely is an anomaly

B

Banaras Hindu
University

C

The Varanasiexclusive Tamatar
ki Chaat

D

Dev Deepavali at
the Ghat

but this is the way India always moved
forward, a perfect blend of heritage and
modernity. The city houses one of Asia’s
largest residential universities, Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) and one other
rarity, the Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University whose main block looks more
like a European cathedral than a Sanskrit
academic institution.
During his 2014 Japan visit, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi signed the KyotoVaranasi Partner City Agreement with his
Japanese counterpart in an effort to bring
the two ancient cities together. Kyoto,
with 2,000 temples and heritage, has

odyssey
cover story

E

You get to hear
the buzzing
engines of
motorboats
and at the
same time,
listen to the
calm sound
of splashing
water when
the boatmen
navigate their
boats with oars

E

A sadhu on the ghats
of the Ganges

F

Boat ride on the
Ganges

F
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always been the ancient capital of
Japan. There are many idyllic ways
of spending a day in Varanasi. Once
you are in the city, you just cannot
miss a boat ride across River Ganges
and the best time to do it is either
during sunrise or sunset when you
experience the glorious hues of the
sun merging with the holy waters.
You get to hear the buzzing engines
of motorboats and at the same time,
listen to the calm sound of splashing
water when the boatmen navigate
their boats with oars.
Before you leave Varanasi, savour
the lip-smacking street food. You can
enjoy the best of delicacies at Kachodi
Gali, close to the Vishwanath Temple.
Here you can find gastronomical
vegetarian delights including the
“Tamatar Ki Chaat” which is not
found anywhere else in India.
Another Varanasi special is the
Banarasi Paan, the perfect way to end
a sumptuous meal.
For avid shoppers, Banarasi
saris, brocades with gold and silver
thread work, often used for weddings

odyssey
cover story

G

H

I

G

Mahabodhi Temple in
Bodhgaya

H

Mulagandha Kuti Vihara
Monastery

I

and special occasions, are a must-buy.
Though the silk weaving industry has been
threatened by the rise of power looms and
computer-generated designs as also by
competition from Chinese silk imports,
the elegance and brilliance of an original
Banarasi sari remains unmatched.
Sarnath: Delve Deeper
While visiting Varanasi, do not give
Sarnath a miss. Situated 13 km northeast
of the holy city, it has been mentioned
by Buddha as one of the four places of
pilgrimage which his followers should visit
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(the other three being Bodh Gaya in Bihar,
Kushinagar in UP and Lumbini in Nepal).
It is also the site of the Buddha’s first
teaching after attaining enlightenment
in which he taught the four noble truths
and the teachings associated with it.
One can explore a number of temples
and monasteries in Sarnath established
by Thailand, Japan, Tibet, Sri Lanka
and Myanmar. Visitors have a unique
opportunity to experience an overview
of Buddhist architecture from various
cultures in this small town.
You can witness the original Lion

Dhamekh Stupa and ruins
in Sarnath

Capital of Ashoka whose graphic
representation is adopted as the official
emblem of India. You can take a look at
this special piece of Indian history at the
Sarnath Museum, the oldest site museum
of Archaeological Survey of India, housing
thousands of sculptures and artifacts.
A visit to Varanasi is a must not just
for the religious travellers but for people
wanting to enjoy a heritage city adopting
modernity with open arms. Go with an
open mind and come back loaded with
lessons in history and spirituality and
mouthwatering delicacies.

odyssey
offshore

The

Kangaroo
Country
Words: Lakshmi Sharath

W

Off the mainland of South Australia, the
Kangaroo Island is known for its diverse
wildlife and nature reserves

e stand mesmerised, lost
in the azure waters of the
ocean surrounding the
rocks. In the background,
a group of tourists pose
for photographs. Standing atop a hilltop, right
in front of me is a massive rock formation
overlooking the sea. The sun’s rays touch them,

A

A mob of Kangaroos
at sunset in
Kangaroo Island
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the bright orange lichen on the surface glows.
For a moment, we wonder if it looks like a camel
or an elephant. No wonder they are referred
to as Remarkable Rocks. Nestled in Kangaroo
Island, Australia’s third largest island in South
Australia, these are granite boulders that have
been shaped by nature more than 500 million
years ago.

odyssey
offshore

B

C
B

Pelicans at the
Island

C

Indigenous
Porcupine

P l aces T o Sta y
There are several places to stay in Kangaroo Island – from hotels to
bed and breakfast options. It is ideal to spend, at least, a day here.
Tours can be booked either from Adelaide or in Kangaroo Island.
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We spend some time here before
heading out towards the sea to witness
a colony of New Zealand fur seals
frolicking and splashing in the waters.
The Admiral Arch, a stalactite fringed
cliff, seems to be their favourite haunt.
We head out to see more seals – this
time of the Australian variety. As we
drive down, Kangaroo Island fans out
in front of us, a montage of expansive
cliffs, virgin beaches, thorny scrublands
and quiet towns. There is a certain raw
beauty about this wild island and it
remains virtually untouched by man.
As we drive a bit ahead, all we see for
miles and miles around are just patches
of forests and scrublands separated
by the open expanse of the sea. The
island is an ode to quaintness. This is
where the 19th century British explorer
Mathew Flinders landed, looking for
food and habitation for his crew and
discovered not just the island but the
endemic species – the Western grey
kangaroos which satiated the hunger
of his men back then. He named it
Kangaroo Island after the marsupial,
probably as a sign of gratitude. The
island is a treasure trove of marsupials
and mammals besides birds. From
penguins to pelicans, almost every
corner of the island is home to these
endemic species.

International Dance & Music

29th - 31st January 2016

Website: http://www.tourism.cg.gov.in

MUSIC ,
DANCE ,
ART,
HISTORY...
and now Geography!
Sirpur International Dance & Music Festival - 2016
A dance and music festival. Hosted in the backdrop of the artistically built Laxman Temple – extolled as one of
India's finest brick temples ever. Constructed circa 650 AD... a slice of history. The Sirpur Dance & Music Festival
is now a global event, attracting local, national and international performers.
Music, dance, art, history, geography... with each passing year, the Sirpur International Dance & Music Festival
takes on a new dimension. Don't miss it for anything in the world!

Festival dates: 29th - 31st January 2016
Follow us on: Gochhattisgarh

Chhattisgarh Tourism App get it on:

Toll Free No.: 1-800-102-6415 (8 am to 8 pm)

odyssey
offshore

D

Tips for
sighting
wildlife
and birds
It is important to stay
absolutely quiet
Always stay close to
your group and guide
and do not get close
to the animals
Most animals can
sense movement so
it is important to stay
still. Even moving
your arms to click
a photograph can
distract the animals
and birds
Do not use flash
while photographing

D
E

We stop by at a seashore and walk
around quietly. Lying around on the beach
is a colony of Australian sea lions enjoying
their afternoon snooze. As we huddle
together and watch them, we realise why
it is referred to as Seal Bay. Some of these
light brown and beige creatures amble
along, dragging their bodies to the shore.
The sound of the waves is soothing. For a
moment, it is just us, the seals and some
seagulls who have just landed on the
shores. We continue our journey around
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E

Sleeping Koala
at the Island
Seal Bay
Conservation Park
on Kangaroo Island

the island, stopping by occasionally to take
in the breathtaking vistas of bays with
rugged cliffs overlooking them. Suddenly
we stop amid a rocky landscape. All we
see are tall boulders huddled around each
other. We walk towards the end where a
tiny tunnel shows itself to us. Crouching
and bending, we follow the narrow path
and suddenly my eyes are blinded. There
is not just light at the end of the tunnel,
but a bright blue sea touched by cotton
candy clouds, a pristine white beach that

Make sure you walk
on your toes so that
you do not crush
sticks or disturb
wildlife while walking
through the bush

greets us. It seems a magical world hidden
from the view of man and tucked away by
nature. We sit here for what seems like
eternity and lose ourselves in the sound of
the waves.
But our tryst with the island is far from
over. We still have not seen the residents
– the kangaroos. The landscape around us
is dry with some rocks and smattering of
bushes. Suddenly our guide motions us to
be quiet. Staring at us from the rocks with
curiosity is a mob of kangaroos. This is the

odyssey
offshore
F

The largest bird of
prey is a three-feet
long wedge-shaped
eagle, with a wingspan
of seven feet
H

F

G

Boardwalk takes
you down to the
shores

G

New Zealand Fur
Seals basking in
the sun

H

Fairywren is
Australia’s most
popular bird

moment we have been long waiting for. It is
our first sighting of the marsupials in the
wild. A couple of them hop away while a few
continue to gaze at us, watching our every
move. We stand here for a while, in awe and
then quietly tiptoe our way back to the car.
We are now keen to spot more wildlife
on the island. We virtually tiptoe our
way through dry scrublands and bushes,
ensuring our feet does not crush the dry
branches. We are in search of wallabies
but can hear and see nothing. Only silence
echoes. And then we see a shy creature,
peeping from behind a shrub and then
scurrying away. We stand still for a while,
only to see more of them, almost merging
with the landscape. We raise our cameras,

54 | Vistara | December 2015

clicking away before heading out into the
bush for our lunch.
A few minutes later, we have another
guest. For curled up, right in the open,
camouflaged in dry yellow grass, showing off
its spines is another endemic species – the
egg-laying mammal called echidna or the
spiny anteater. We stand still at a distance
as our guide warns us that the animal can
feel the vibrations as it has electro sensors.
It buries its snout in the ground, looking
for ants and termites as we watch it from a
distance.
It is time for us to leave. All along the
way, we see birds everywhere. A pair of
Australian blue wren come calling. We stop
at a little lake where the largest pelican

species, the Australian Pelican, greets us.
A black swan sits in a corner. The largest
bird of prey, a three-feet long wedge-shaped
eagle, with a wingspan of seven feet flies up
in the sky.
Finally, we stop by along a grove of
eucalyptus trees, native to the island. And
there, curled up high in the branches, lost
in a world of dreams are the sleepy koalas
who sleep for almost 22 hours a day. There
is one koala wedged in the branches of every
tree. Finally one of them, slowly stirs awake,
turns and looks at me, its eyes half shut and
then it slowly turns around and sleeps.
The sun slowly vanishes between the
clouds as we finish our jaunt at the island
and head back home.
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Cornucopia of

Art
Chettinad is a treasure trove of handicrafts
and well-known for Athangudi tiles and
Kandangi saris

C

Words: Rathina Sankari

lose to the temple city of Madurai
lies the arid and sun-baked region of
Chettinad that comprises 96 villages
of which only 75 still survive. A walk
through these dusty and languid
villages in the Sivagangai district and one
witnesses the large sprawling Nagarathar Chettiar
mansions. The mansions were so huge that they
spread from one street to the other and housed
goods of great value: Belgium glass, Italian
marble, Spanish granite, Czech enamelware and
Burmese wood.

A
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Various products
can be made
with palm leaves
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B

The Chettiars poured their
earnings back in their
villages and built opulent
houses with a mix of Hindu
and English architecture

C

Warp And Weft

Extended families lived together in these
mansions as one big family, following traditions
B
and culture religiously. With men having gone
overseas for a few years, the womenfolk would
manage the kitchen, cattle stock and children
efficiently. During their spare time, they would
weave colourful palm leaf baskets and bold
chequered saris. Typically, these Kandangi
saris were worn by the Chettiar women without
a blouse or petticoat and twirled around the
body such that the pleats were at the back.
Made of cotton, the fabric is slightly coarse
but very breathable. Hence, a perfect attire
for the hot climatic conditions of the region.
With bright hues, broad borders, stripes and
checks, the Kandangi has graced the curves of
the Chettinad women since times of yore. Old
Kandangi saris were converted into cradles
by these frugal women. Today, when you
saunter through the by-lanes of Karaikudi, the
largest city in Chettinad, you might hear the
clickety-clack of the handloom, weaving the
rare Kandangis. Most weavers have turned to
other means of livelihood as despite putting in
long hours and efforts, the returns have been
limited. However, a few weavers have ensured
the warp and weft story of the Kandangi does
not go into oblivion.

A Basket Of Revival

Keelayapatti, a village in Chettinad, has
suddenly appeared on the map of art as the
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B

Bright
handmade
Athangudi tiles

C

A colourful potli
made from palm
leaf

D

Palm leaf baskets
made from
natural dyes

D

dying handicraft of palm baskets has been
revived by M.Rm. Rm Cultural Foundation,
a Chennai-based NGO that supports and
works towards the revival of rural crafts,
textiles and architecture. Local women are
trained to make colourful baskets using
natural dyes. The baskets are woven deftly
with nimble fingers by 80-odd women
spread across three centres. A mediumsized basket is conventionally woven in two
days. These palm baskets project took off in
2002 and today, these Chettinad Kottans,
the traditional palm leaf baskets, have a
UNESCO heritage stamp. Beautiful baskets,
pouches with crochet and beadworks find
their way across the globe.

Tiles For A Mile

A short distance by road from Karaikudi is
Athangudi, a namesake for bright handmade
tiles which are a riot of colours. The tiles are
made from red soil found only in Athangudi. It
is mixed with cement and oxides to form slurry.
On a 9x9 glass tile, various colours are used
and either a free hand drawing or a geometrical
pattern is made after which the slurry is poured
into the moulds. Unlike regular tiles, these are
not baked but soaked in water for two to three
days and then sundried for 10 days. Easy to
maintain, they adorn the floors of most houses
in this region.

Reviving the traditional
crafts also means survival
of local craft communities
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Back
to Basics,
With a
Twist
From Jalebi Caviar to
Mini Ice Cream Cones,
Shahi Tukda with Gulkand
Chocolate Mousse to
Cotton Candy Cocktail, we
look at how the food world
is repackaging “nostalgia
cuisine” to present a newer
dining experience
Words Madhulika Dash

A

decade ago when
Chef Hemant Oberoi,
grand executive chef,
Taj Mahal Palace &
Hotels, conjured his
now famous Gulab Jamun Crème
Brulee, little did he realise that in
his zeal of creating dishes that can
appeal to modern-day palate while
preserving traditional flavours
would, in a few years, spin an
explosion called “nostalgia food”.
Neither did casual dining pioneer
Riyaaz Amlani, whose Dessert
Chocolate Avalanche created a trend
of bringing together childhood food
love in excess and is still excelling.
These poetic depictions of food
memory connect were evident as
these dishes went on to become
star-sellers of their time. It was by
2012 that restaurants realised what
a strong connect such concepts
could be and the diners lapped it up.
One restaurant that spearheaded
the revival of “nostalgia food” with
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Signature Sesame Organic Honey Mini Cones served at Singkong Bengaluru

Masala Chai Popsicle at The
Bombay Canteen

Jalebi Caviar,
Masala Library
By Jiggs Kalra, Mumbai
Forty five portions of this dish
is sold daily; the making of the
bed of Lachcha Rabri on which
the Jalebi Caviar is served
takes about eight hours of slow
cooking and personal attention.
Assembling the dish takes 15
minutes. But none of the above
makes this dish which came
as a twist to the popular Uttar
Pradesh breakfast of jalebi and
rabri. It is the sheer texture
(jalebi presented as caviar) and
the marriage that helps you
relive the experience again.
Inspired by a drop of the sweet
juice that fell on a paper, the
dish took nearly three months of
experimentation to get the right
flavours, colour and shape.

a twist was Masala Library By Jiggs Kalra
with their paan-flavoured Cotton Candy,
Misti Doi Lollipop and the most instagrammed Jalebi Caviar. A year later, Zorawar
Kalra, owner, Massive Restaurant, which
owns Masala Library By Jiggs Kalra, raised
the bar further with Farzi Café. The Indian
food bistro introduced “nostalgia food” like

never before with their Parle G Cheesecake
and the latest Childhood Memories on
Plate which is Parle G, Phantom Cigarette,
Cerelac, caramel banana split and mud pie
in the same plate.
Suddenly “nostalgia food” was trending
with each restaurant adding their own piece
of this pie, although it would be incorrect

to assume that playing with childhood
favourites was a recent fad. Restaurants like
Zaffran (Palm Gur Rasmalai and Raan) had
them on their menu for long. But what was
so different? “The presentation”, says Chef
Vikas Seth who designed the Cornflakes
Rolled Ice Cream Balls for Tasty Tangles.
“Earlier, we ensured it tasted great and had
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Mango bite, Paan pasand and
Kacchi keri shots

familiar ingredients. Today, the food is
the hero, twist plays the second lead and
the presentation is the storyboard that
binds it all,” says head chef of Sanchos
and Singkong.
A good example of Seth’s quote is
the deconstructed Aloo Bonda by Chef
Kapil Muchandi at The Park Calangute
Goa or the Masala Chai Lolipop by
Chef Floyd Cardoz in the recently
opened Bombay Canteen and the
Mobar Sundae Sandwich served at the
Monkey Bar that recreates the famous
Jughead’s Sundae for adults! Or the
deconstructed Apple Pie from Long &
Short at InterContinental Marine Drive.
“Each has a distinct connection to one’s

childhood yet its presentation and twist
ensure that even the modern-day palate
adapts to flavours with ease,” says
Zorawar Kalra.
On the business front, says Chetan
Sethi of Zaffran, “Nostalgia food offers
a window to restaurateurs to keep their
diners engaged and ensures that they
come back.” Commerce was but a part
of this trend that affected the beverage
section – like Coke and Kane in Social,
Cotton Candy Cocktail in Copa and
Dairy Milk Martini in Sante – but the
formula of repackaging these childhood
favourites was not as easy as picking a
food that your target demographic ate
in the halcyon days of their youth and
making it your main dish with a marked
up price. It needed hard work. “The
challenges”, says Chef Muchandi, “were

one, to recreate the flavour to exactly the
way it was back then and two, adding
a twist that would take the experience
two notches higher and make that a
memory.”
“In other words, make a new
memory out of the one,” says Shishir
Rane, group head - Beverage and
Brand Experience, Impressario, which
owns Social and Salt Water Grill.
“While kitchen science like molecular
gastronomy, sous vide and foam eased
the presentation part, the key was
recreating the taste which was akin
to finding lost recipes and exploring
newer local ingredients,” says Chef
Sabysachi Gorai who popularised dosa
waffles. “From Indianising Western
flavours, with nostalgia food, we were
Westernising Indian cuisine,” he adds.

Childhood Memories on the Plate
from the Masala Library
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Goti Soda,
Social Delhi
Back in the 90s in Delhi,
a refreshing drink for
youths was not Coca
Cola but an indigenous
drink called Banta.
Essentially aerated
masala lemonade, it was
not the taste but the
theatrics that made it
such an addiction. The
bottle was not uncorked
but a marble was
pushed back into the
bottle for the drink to
release. By late 2000s, it
vanished. So when Social
Delhi decided to have
this on the menu, the
challenge, says Shishir
Rane, was deciding the
flavours that went well
together while keeping
the original taste in
place. So after a week of
hands-on training, Social
got its Banta machine
and flavours to go along,
some like Gin n Ginger
Limca, Masala Thumbs
Up, Whisky Khus and
Mint, Masaledar Nimboo
Pani and White Rum
Roohafza!

Like the Pierre Kejriwal Sandwich
at Sante, a staple of Mumbai clubs &
gymkhanas, this dish was married to
croquet and presented.
However, not all “nostalgia food”
undergoes the “twist makeover”, some
like the Okonomiyaki or Japanese
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pancake served at Yukka in Palladium
Hotel remained purist in nature. A
childhood favourite of Chef Ting of
Yukka, the challenge for him to recreate
his mother’s recipe was to “stay true to
the taste, while playing the plate with
deconstruction so it could get a feedback

that says, ‘it was just like my mum’s.”
Clearly, nostalgia food is creating
more than just memories. It is, as
Gaurav Dabrai, owner, Sante, puts it,
“Egging restaurants to create engaging
menus of our own than blindly aping
international trends.”
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Playing
Dress Up!
Whether you are headed to a slumber
party with your besties or a night-long
party, we have got a few worthy ideas
for the year-end invites
Words: Kavita Shyam

I

f you are already spending sleepless nights
wondering what your New Year Eve outfit will
be, help is at hand. As it is one of the biggest
nights of the year, make sure you look party
perfect, with show-stopping dresses, edgy
footwear and statement jewellery. New Year’s Eve
is the one occasion you can surely go all-out on. As
the party season is here, it is time to revamp your
wardrobe with the latest trends, set your hair loose
and get set to party hard.

The
Statement
LBD
The Little Black Dress (LBD)
never goes out of style. Invest
in a few LBDs in varied cuts
and silhouettes complete
with elegant necklines and
right textures for you to set
the mood from playful to
smoldering sexy. Whether you
want to surprise your man
in an ultra feminine LBD, or a
dainty sheath, or simply flaunt
your ravishing side in a bold,
backless LBD.
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Petite You
Shine Like A Star
Bling is always in trend for the party
season. What better way to look chic than
to pick up a few cool and blingy jackets
that exuberate vintage appeal with a
modern twist. Say yes to gold, silver and
metallic sequin jackets this party season.

A lace dress can help
you look feminine and
classy best. Exquisite lace
detailing and chic, delicate
cuts can be the perfect
choice for a New Year
outing with friends. Pick
the length of your dress to
suit the mood!

Party Must-Haves
A sequinned
mini dress with
box clutch and
stilettos

An outfit you can
always bank upon is a
black dress. Top it off
with chic accessories
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A pair of evening pants or
cullotes can be comfortable and
uber cool. Roomier cuts are luxe
and flattering

One shoulder
dress is a party
favourite

Grand Medieval Kakatiya Bastion

Chandragiri fort
Tirupati, Chittoor

C

handragiri was the former capital of the Vijayanagara Empire, the most
powerful dynasty, which contributed vastly to Telugu culture, art and literature.
It has the historic honour of being the last capital of the Vijayanagara kings. Located
serenely on the banks of the River Swarnamukhi, the surroundings are punctuated
with fertile lush green � elds and hillocks. �e fort once housed many religious
structures like temples of Raja Rajeswari, Venugopala, Kartikeya, Siva and
Hanuman. Ruins of the grand fort exist even to this day and amidst them stand the
Raja Mahal and Rani Mahal palaces that have been given a facelift and beauti� ed.
�e forts and Mahals here are indeed attractive tourist spots. �e fort atop a huge
rock that stands 56 metres tall, is within motorable distance from the temple town of
Tirupati. AP Tourism has put together a unique Sound & light show at Chandragiri
torecaptureandrelive the glory ofthe legendary Vijayanagara empire.

A magni� cent reminder of bygone grandeur

www.aptourism.gov.in

Tirupati

Chandragiri Fort
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Chic &
Classy
Pencil skirts are in vogue
again. Pick up a few in
coloured embellishments,
intricate bead work or even
embroidery. From leather,
lace, crochet to stretch
fabrics, get the one which
rocks your boat. Pair it with
a stylish top and turn heads
in the party. While you are
at it, stay in style with a few
peplum or tulip skirts to look
your fashionable best!

Layer Up
Grab your coat dress, stockings
and moto boots, they could be
ultimate all-nighter
Layer up with poncho, fur
gillets, faux fur muffler, stoles
to sail through the nippy or
cold weather conditions
Elegant blazers or tuxedo
blazers or classic trench can
up your style quotient in a
matter of minutes
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Sheer Panic
Sheer tops are a must-have this season. Wear
them on neon racer backs, tubes, strappy
numbers and you will never feel out of fashion.
Embrace deep purples, pop pinks and neons or
pastels and the good ol black! Pick up gingham
prints without wasting much time. Pair them up
with skirts, pants or jeggings, needless to say
you will steal the show.
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67 years ago

1948

Eleanor Roosevelt
and Universal
Declaration of
Human Rights

The Universal
Declaration of

Human
Rights

T

December
Trivia

he member states of the United
Nations (UN) pledged to
promote respect for the human
rights of all. To advance this
goal, the UN established a
Commission on Human Rights and assigned
it the task of drafting a document to spell
out the meaning of fundamental rights
and freedoms proclaimed in the charter.
On December 10, 1948, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)
was adopted by 56 members of the United
Nations. The vote was unanimous, although
eight nations chose to abstain. In 1950, all
member states of the United Nations and
interested organisations worldwide were
informed to observe December 10 every
year as the World Human Rights Day.
From that date, Human Rights
Day is celebrated in New York City, the

headquarters of the UN and all over the
world. The UDHR extended the revolution
in international law ushered in by the
United Nations Charter – namely, how
a government treats its own citizens is
now a matter of legitimate international
concern and not simply a domestic issue.
It claims all rights are interdependent and
indivisible.
The influence of the UDHR has been
substantial. Its principles have been
incorporated into the constitutions of
most of the more than 185 nations now in

December 4, 1954
Sixty one years ago on December
4, 1954, James McLamore and
David Edgerton opened the first
Burger King in Miami, Florida,
USA. Now, the chain has nearly
14,000 restaurants across the
world. Incidentally, India is the
100th country where Burger King
started operations.
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the UN. Although a declaration is not a
legally binding document, the Universal
Declaration has achieved the status of
customary international law because
people regard it “as a common standard of
achievement for all people and all nations.”
During the celebrations, high-level
political conferences, meetings, cultural
events and exhibitions are held and all
the events concentrate on problems facing
human rights. Another interesting fact is
that the highly coveted Noble Peace Prize is
awarded on the day too.

December 11, 1946
On December 11, 1946, the
General Assembly of the United
Nations votes to establish the
United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF), an organisation to
help provide relief and support
to children of countries
devastated by war.
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Spiritual
Charm

Christmas is around the corner, and among the many
pretty sights that decorate the country are the beautiful
churches in India. Here is a snapshot of some of the
stunning churches, all set to bedazzle visitors this
Christmas

St philomena’s
church
One of the oldest
churches in India,
the St Philomena’s
Church in Mysuru
is over 200 years
old. The part of the
church that is most
attractive is the
towers or spires. The
two spires are 175
ft high.
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ST PAUL’S CHURCH
Located in the quiet town
of Diu, St. Paul’s Church is
renowned all over the world
for its exquisite baroque
architecture and intricatelycarved woodwork. In fact,
the image of St Mary at the
altar is believed to have been
carved out from a single
piece of Burmese teak.
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ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL
Stained glass windows, artistically carved pews and chairs,
walls adorned with intricate mural paintings and an equally
breathtaking facade, the marvellous St Paul’s Cathedral in
Kolkata took 10 years to build. Located in direct line of vision
of the Victoria Memorial edifice, the cathedral is said to be
the largest in Kolkata.
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SE CATHEDRAL
The Se Cathedral
dedicated to St Catherine
in Old Goa is considered
to be one of the largest
churches in Asia. To the
right of the main altar
inside the Se Cathedral is
a Chapel of the Cross of
Miracles, where a vision
of Christ is said to have
appeared in 1619 when
the cross was erected on
a hillside near Old Goa by
local shepherds
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St Joseph’s
Metropolitan
Cathedral
The 137 - year - old gothic
structure in Palayam district
of Trivandrum city has a
golden statue of Christ with
hands raised atop the tower
which was brought from Italy.
This cathedral is an important
pilgrimage centre too.
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Monthly Forecast
ARIES

LEO

Mar 21 - Apr 19
A rough month, both on the professional
and health front. Professional development,
promotions and success are ruled out this month.
You may come in contact with esteemed and
religious people at the end of the month.
Lucky Numbers: 1,3,10
Lucky Colours: Golden and shades of yellow

July 23 - Aug 22
Business communication, particularly in
advertising, is likely to be profitable during
this month. Increase in wealth and cash flows
improve significantly. Matters of the heart shall
be pleasant at the end of this period.
Lucky Numbers: 7,25,43
Lucky Colours: Blue and shades of blue

TAURUS

VIRGO

Apr 20 - May 20
There are strong possibilities of relocation. A few
overseas trips are on the cards. Avoid lending
funds to friends and relatives this month. Take
care of your sibling as health problems are likely
to occur.
Lucky Numbers: 6,24,33
Lucky Colours: Dark brown and navy blue

Aug 23 - Sep 22

The first half of the month ushers in openings
for professional growth. Chances of legal matters
work in your favour. The second half may bring
an opportunity for a change in job or evident
improvement in your current job status or income.
Lucky Numbers: 17,26,35
Lucky Colours: Sea green and indigo

gemini

LIBRA

May 21 - June 20

The month indicates travelling to far-off places
for professional developments. Health concerns
such as obesity, congestion and diabetes might
arise. The end of the month will prove to be more
valuable for you in terms of wealth.
Lucky Number: 3,13,21
Lucky Colour: Purple and mauve

Sep 23 - Oct 22

A new job brings financial benefits. Though a few
problems are likely to appear in your love life, they
get resolved soon and a wonderful life awaits ahead.
There are strong indications of meeting old friends
of the opposite sex.
Lucky Numbers: 7,25,34
Lucky Colours: Yellow and shades of orange

CANCER

SCORPIO

June 21 - July 22
Relocating the workplace will usher
in positive results. You might undergo
stress due to financial reasons. Avoid
trusting people blindly. Minor health
problems are indicated towards the end
of the month.
Lucky Numbers: 6,24,33
Lucky Colours: Coral pink and red

Oct 23 - Nov 21
The month is an excellent time for selfexpression. A journey will prove economical
and constructive. At the end of the month, you
get an opportunity to come into contact with
sociable people who can give valuable tips to
boost your mind, body and soul.
Lucky Numbers: 8,17,26
Lucky Colours: Golden and brown

SAGITTARIUS
Nov 22 - Dec 21
Most of your wishes get fulfilled, though with
some hindrances. However, they usher success,
fame and profits. You receive rewards as you learn
to expand your communication skills and be true
to your inner self.
Lucky Numbers: 2,11,29
Lucky Colours: Off- white and silver

CAPRICORN
Dec 22 - Jan 19

Material gains and admiration from superiors is
indicated this month. You discover new ways of
sustaining harmony at the workplace as well as
with friends and family. Your sibling provides
you support whenever required.
Lucky Numbers: 7,25,34
Lucky Colours: Yellow and shades of orange

AQUARIUS
Jan 20 - Feb 18

There will be pleasure through spouse and
relatives. Conquest over rivals, pleasant
functions such as marriage and romantic
circumstances are the likely outcomes. There
are chances of physical illnesses disturbing you.
Lucky Numbers: 5,41,3
Lucky Colours: Magenta and red

PISCES

Feb 19 - Mar 20

There are indications of help from friends
who live in faraway places or from foreign
associates. An auspicious ceremony in the
family is likely to take place. Be cautious as
your enemies might try to tarnish your image.
Lucky Numbers: 4,22,31
Lucky Colours: Neon green and shades
of blue

Jai Madaan tarot card reader
The specific arrangement of planets and stars at the time of your birth makes you unique. Uncover the real you and find out your destiny, through the
predictions by tarot card reader Jai Madaan. “Astrology can help guide you through your troubled emotions and clouded thoughts, by offering a reflection of
your past, present and possible future and showing you a fresh perspective on your life”, she says. See what she has to share about your sign and your cosmic
map, as the Almighty has constructed.
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miracles of

NUMEROLOGY
SANDHIYA MEHHTA
Numerologist and
Vastu Consultant

Sandhiya Mehta is a Ace Numerologist, vast expert and now a worldwide brand
who represents success and growth, for herself and for people she counsels. She
has expanded the numerological field with her research and knowledge, and with
advanced experiences has helped her to help every human soul in return, to guide
them to their enchanting dreams, gain power over their fortunes and to come alive.
With an aura of bright lights and her charismatic personality, she has achieved of
what many dream. She is in the field for more than thirty years, and in this journey
has helped and exchanged energies and ideas, guided people to lead better lives,
has received dozens of honours and recognitions, like ‘The Nari Ratna award, Indira
Gandhi Priyadarshani Award, Rastriya Ratan award, Mahila Shiromani award, 4p
Brand recognitions, ‘The Global Indian Leaders excellence award and many more
such appreciations.
————Numerology is the most accurate predictive science, and has evolved from the ages
of people counting stars as numerical references to today where we add up all the
calculations and we have an outcome that guides you to the events in your life, and
stay prepared for them. It just does not give you knowledge, it empowers you to
plan, sketch your future, grow as a person, rise and shine.
“To a person who seeks success, my system will bring success, happiness and
prosperity. And to those who are already successful it will bring sustainability,
positive reinforcements, further success and introduce to a new and higher
perspective and lifestyle.”
The Journey to my methods
“I am someone who has evolved, and with every step of my life have just tried to be
better in what I love, I don't just predict your future, I communicate, consult and
help you empower your energies.”
Every person is having an energy, a combination and each combination is different,
hence they have only certain types of energy and lack other ones. This is what
makes us human, that we can’t be perfect but we have to strive to be. My exclusive
research and study of missing numbers in your birth graph helps me to determine
what are the strong energies that I can see in you and uplift the missing energies
to suit to your dreams and ambitions. With my years or research and extremely
positive results, I help these missing energies in your graph. Its like providing
nutrition to a body, by way of simple remedies and self improvement tools that I
have developed by myself.
Spotlight 3 Jupiter
Jupiter on its positives makes you ambitious, hardworking, intellectual, blesses you
with leadership in work and spiritual fields, and it can bless you with a power to
have that financial goal and achieve it. However, if it goes negative on your energy
graph, it creates disharmony in relationships, hidden enemies, financial and carrier
instability in looping cycles. One needs to check their energy levels and extract the
spiritual and positive benefits universe has blessed you with no 3.
The curious case of 4 & 8
“In my research, nearly 70% people are connected to these numbers, and this loop
then influences your further generations too.’
One usually guards themselves because we have all heard a lot about
disappointments and delays, sorrows and hardships of 4 & 8 and with 7 they form a
trio of these energies. But I see them powerful steroids, to be handled carefully. Then
I will channelize it to positive planning and maximise your fortune’s profits. Feel
blessed if you belong to them, we will empower your life and, learn through 4 & 8 and
reap more fruits of your hard work than you would have previously did. Handle your
energies well, because only in the right hands they will empower with 4 & 8.

Is life simpler without 4 & 8: The other side of the story
Individually every number has its massive merits but if it doesn’t get the support of
your fadic/destiny number it cannot do much for you. 1, 9, 5 & 3 are very powerful
numbers and should get magnanimous success as per individual calculations, but
if you are still struggling and have faced certain problems you should try and
understand your state of energies and detangle the web, to create a free path for
your future.
“A bright star has its own energy, but lighting a lamp in the dark is much more
meaningful.” We all are a mix of many numbers, their combinations play us
differently and affects us differently. We have to empower these combinations in
our fortune, to achieve what is extraordinary, which makes us exemplary
individuals, that help themselves and in addition help their families, society, help
someone in need who looks unto you.
“We have seen the sunrise, but to feel the warmth of it we have to wake up every
day.” And every one of us should strive to be more than what we can be, I do so, so
should you. And let My Numerology help you and prepare you for this serene but
extraordinary life.
My advice
“Knowledge empowers you, and there is nothing more powerful than to understand
yourself, your potentials, what holds you back, what drives you forward.” I provide
you this knowledge about yourself, though numerology. Knowledge about
finances, career, turnaround years, lucky dates, months, years, things that help you
have a strong backup plan for everything in life. “No mantra, fasting, name changes
singularly guarantees you anything. Ultimately its you who has to foresee the
future, and I help you to do so.” Follow a simplistic solution that I call Sandhiya
Meh
Mehhta’s remedy system, and we will work on your energies and align them in the
right direction
The Success road ahead
There is a Buddhist saying, “You yourself must strive; the Buddha’s just point the way.”
There are no criteria to evaluate what the results of the remedies are; I just believe
in helping who believe in the power of universe. If you believe in yourself and the
universe let me just show you a direction, you yourself will lead on the right path
and achieve the results within no desired time. I have received tremendous positive
feedbacks to have faith in the universe myself.
“I am not god; I just understand my field of work and use it to help people, guide
them and provide them with some efficient ways to be happy, peaceful,
ever-glorious and a good part of our society & I continue to achieve results with all
my clients."- Sandhiya Mehhta.
For any further personalised details about yourself or your family, children,
guidelines to positive living, numerological analysis of yourself and SANDHIYA
MEHHTA’S REMEDY tools, write in or call up on the following:
Sandhiya Mehhta / Yellow soul
+91 – 9819921673, +91 9769071673
HO: Mumbai: 022-26371670, 71
Delhi: +91-9654483695
Email: contact.yellowsoul@gmail.com
Website: www.yellowsoul.in

háß>ßYÁ¹Óµ¹h½à=ÖòßàÁÁ¶ßàÂßh¹ÓÁîhÖßñÁåÖß½=½Ykßßę Á½hòß åµàhÖĘģbß
chíhµÁÓhdßTòß-=½cñ>ß hà>ßîàßhíhÖòßYÁ½Úåµà=àÁ¾Ôģ
Follow us for daily predictions:

@SandhiyaMehta

Sandhiya.Mehhta

NOTE: We really appreciate your interest in this article and look further to hear from you. Please let someone else read this article after you and
kindly do not tear of the page. You can take a note of the contact details and feel free to communicate. Rise and shine.
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Meet In India
State-of-the-art amenities for conferences, unique incentive options and cost
effectiveness make India an ideal MICE destination

B

Words: Guneet Oberoi

eing one of the fastest developing countries
in the world, India boasts of world class
infrastructure, modern airports, exclusive
business hotels, rich heritage and advanced
technology which further enhances business
opportunities for foreign countries. To cater to the need
of business conferences and events, exclusive business
hotel chains provide conference halls, meeting rooms and
business centres. India is, undoubtedly, a unique conference
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destination as it offers exotic holidays which can be
combined with international business trips. “People ask for
inclusions like expert tour escort and group co-coordinator,
daily team building activities, private transport at
destination, minimalist sightseeing. Nowadays, people are
also interested in adventure sports like zip lining, trekking
and whale watching,” asserts Anjali Gupta, Director Y Not
Travel, a niche tour company specialising in luxury-tailor
made itineraries.

NEW DELHI

Kempinski
Ambience Hotel
Boasting of a pillarless 25,000 sq ft ballroom,
one of the largest in the luxury hotel
segment, Kempinski Ambience Hotel New
Delhi has a total meeting space of 70,000
sq ft with state-of-the-art technology and
can accommodate up to 6,000 guests. “The
starting point of choosing a venue for a
conference is the volume ie accommodating
a certain number of participants, be it 100 or
4,000, at one go minus hassles. Nowadays,
guests seek for a venue with ultra-modern
facilities and technology coupled with a
robust wi-fi facility. Dedicated entrances,
pre-function areas and breakout rooms are a
big plus excellent hospitality services,” says
general manager Puneet Singh. The hotel
offers a selection of indoor and outdoor
meeting venues. The meeting rooms include
an organiser room, a registration centre, a
VIP holding room and a multipurpose room.
The banquet boasts of an 18 ft ceiling which
is convenient to host exhibitions, seminars
and expositions. A separate entrance and an
exclusive driveway along with a dedicated
catering and events team are added features
which make it a preferred MICE venue.

Taj Palace Hotel
•

Durbar - One of New Delhi’s largest
conference venues; its modern
interpretation of the grandeur of
Mughal Delhi is dazzling. Discreet
lighting emphasises the dramatic scale
of this hall.

•

Jehangir - A crisp, contemporary venue
with plush interiors and a blend of
eastern and western accents. This hall
can be partitioned into two areas; ideal
for smaller corporate meetings.

•

Jahanara- This medium-sized hall
offers an elegant blend of aesthetics
and opulence and is ideal for private
meetings, interviews and dinners.

How to Get There
Vistara flies to New Delhi from Ahmedabad, Bagdogra,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Goa, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Lucknow,
Pune and Bhubaneswar and Varanasi
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mumbai
JW Marriott
Mumbai Sahar

Novotel Imagica Khopoli
•

•

•

Tailormade details to perfection
with the help of an activity
manager, chef, dedicated IT
manager and fully equipped
spaces
All meeting rooms come with
latest audio-visual equipment and
wireless Internet access
Features one of the largest
meeting spaces in Lonavala with
a 446 sq m pillarless ballroom,
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Casper, that can accommodate up
to 460 guests
•

Casper can be divided into smaller
areas for intimate settings in
addition to its other meeting
rooms

•

Designed keeping weddings and
MICE in mind, it also features
beautiful lawns spread over 1,660
sq m, a rooftop of 2,225 sq m, a
pre-function area of 350 sq m

Offering 56,000 sq ft indoor and
outdoor convention spaces along with
11 well-appointed meeting rooms, JW
Marriott Mumbai Sahar Hotel boasts
of various features which makes it
one of the best suited venues for
events and conferences. The Grand
Ballroom (10,350 sq ft), pre-function
area, Junior Ballroom (3,900 sq ft)
and other public areas have natural
daylight filtering through the glass
window, making it a perfect venue
for daytime events and conferences.
Corporates have an option to choose
from a hexagon-styled meeting set
up to flexible spaces for a meeting or
a conference. Situated on the 17th
and 18th floors, the two-storeyed
Executive Lounge, spread over 7,000
sq ft, makes for an opulent space that
offers three luxurious meeting rooms
to the discerning business travellers.
The well-equipped Executive Lounge
provides guests with meeting
resources, secretarial services
and administrative support. It is
tastefully designed with comfortable
couches, individualised workstations,
computers, teleconferencing and web
conferencing facilities. There is also
the facility of a separate pantry area.
Guests may choose from a host of
refreshing cocktails and mocktails to
unwind after a long day at work.

How to Get There
Vistara flies to Mumbai from New Delhi,
Bengaluru and Goa

Business
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goa
Grand Mercure Goa Shrem Resort
The MICE facilities at Grand Mercure Goa Shrem Resort
caters to all the requirements of the present-day
traveller. The location of the hotel is perfect to mix
business with leisure for those looking to party hard
after a long day of work. Appreciating the requirements
of today’s business tourists, the resort has a business
centre, three boardrooms and four meeting rooms. The
four meeting rooms – Iris (2,000 sq ft), Ivy (2,000 sq ft),

Lily (500 sq ft) and Tulip (1,000 sq ft) are equipped with
latest audio-visual and communications technology.
The expansive 8,000 sq ft airconditioned convention
centre, Marquee or Hanger, is a unique first-of-itskind venue for MICE events in Goa. The extensive
conference and banqueting facilities can accommodate
up to 800 persons in flexible settings for business
meetings and seminars.

How to
Get There
Vistara flies to Goa
from New Delhi
and Mumbai

Grand Hyatt
•

Pillarless Grand Ballroom (1,150
sq m), can be divided into three
sections

•

500 sq m of flexible meeting rooms
with indoor and outdoor prefunction areas

•

Professional team ensures catering
and conference needs meet client
satisfaction

•

Impressive inventory of stateof-the-art equipment for highspeed Internet access and video
conferencing

•

Experienced professional
technicians assist with the setup
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HYDERABAD
Hyderabad International
Convention Centre (HICC)
HICC is the first purpose-built and state-of-theart convention facility in South Asia. Located in
a serene 15 acre landscape environment, HICC is
equipped with a massive internal hall - a pillar-free
architectural wonder measuring 6,480 sq m that
can hold a 5,000 delegate strong plenary and can
be portioned into six smaller halls. It additionally
offers 37 breakout rooms including specialised
meeting rooms, speaker preparatory rooms,
boardrooms and VIP lounges equipped with worldclass AV and wi-fi facilities. HICC, additionally,
offers an in-house five-star banqueting service.
The three-floor property has 32 fire exists.
The facility is monitored by CCTVs and a team
of trained fire fighters is in place as part of
an Emergency Response Team. It is a globally
preferred venue for international conferences and
conventions. HICC is an integral part of Hyderabad
Convention Visitors Bureau, India’s first regional
Convention and Visitors Bureau and is an initiative
of the tourism industry and Andhra Pradesh
government to promote and market Hyderabad to
make it a chosen destination for conferences and
conventions at an international level.
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How to
Get There
Vistara flies to
Hyderabad from
New Delhi

Novotel Hyderabad Convention Centre
•

Offers three banquet halls
and pool-side lawns which
can cater to luncheon
meetings, training sessions
and large conferences for
up to 350 guests

•

At 45 minute drive from
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport

•

Offers personalised
services, state-of-the-art

equipment with the facility
of interpreters to facilitate
communication
•

Extends strategic
advantage in terms of
infrastructure, connectivity
and hospitality expertise
and management
bandwidth to execute
national and international
conventions

Business
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BENGALURU
Aloft Bengaluru Cessna
Business Park
Since the launch of this youngest
Starwood brand in the hot hi-tech
hub last year, Aloft Bengaluru Cessna
Business Park has attracted both
savvy travellers and professionals
with its tech-savvy features and
vibrant social atmosphere. It has
amazing MICE facilities, offering
10,050 sq ft meeting space with its
largest banquet hall being 411 sqm,
seven tactic meeting rooms and
an outdoor terrace backyard that
provides perfect creative spaces
for business meetings or social
gatherings. All meeting spaces
are equipped with the latest in
audiovisual technology, including
a 42-inch LED TV with laptop and
a DVD player hook up for perfect
PowerPoint presentations as well
as training videos. The high speed
wi-fi ensures smooth multi-tasking
whereas the flip charts, easels and
whiteboards ensure brainstorming
sessions are never dull.

Mövenpick Hotel
& Spa
•

Pillarless ballroom for grand
events

•

Latest audio visual technology
and hi-speed Internet facility

•

State-of-the-art audio-visual
and telecommunications
technology including a numbers
of drop down screens and LCD
projectors for live broadcasting
or video conferencing

•

Catering team to infuse events
with tasteful creativity

•

Valet parking for up to 500 cars

How to Get There
Vistara flies to Bengaluru from New Delhi
and Mumbai
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Coolest Indian

Startups in

2015

From 3,100 startups in 2014 to over 11,000 by
2020... that’s how the growth of startups in India is
projected. Let us check out some of the coolest ones
that have bucked the trend in 2015

T

he Indian business
scenario has always
been warm and
welcoming towards
startups. Be it
e-commerce or consumer Internet
or mobile apps, venture capital
firms such as Sequoia Capital,
Helion Venture Partners and Kalaari
Capitals have together invested
more than $664 million in the first
four months of 2015 in various
startups. We bring you five startups
that might not be the biggest in
terms of employee count, but are
definitely worth watching out for.
They operate for the niche as well as
mass consumer, based on simple, yet
creative ideas.

Have a secret desire to be a cordon
bleu chef? If yes, then Built2cook
can help you realise your desire.
But how? you might ask. Here is
the answer: This Hyderabad-based
startup collects and collates awesome
recipes and posts its on their website.
After that, should you want to try
that recipe in the comfort of your
home, they deliver the ingredients to
your doorstep. A daily supply chain

ensures the ingredients are fresh
and packed in perfect quantity. All
you need is the cooking apparatus.
Brainchild of Altaf Saiyed, an
MBA graduate from Stanford, who
has previously worked with the
Vibrant Gujarat campaign and Tech
Mahindra, this startup, which started
operations in July, ensures you get
the best and the freshest ingredients
for the recipe you have been yearning
to try out. The price of each cook box
(selection of ingredients for a recipe)
is well within reach. At present, the
website is operational in Hyderabad
and Mumbai and has plans to expand
to Pune, Gurgaon and Bengaluru over
the next few months.

We all need a plumber, a painter,
a scrap collector, a laundryman
and other such local handymen in
our day-to-day lives. But as it is a
highly unorganised sector, finding
the right man at the right time is
near impossible. With Local Ustaad,
your handyman problems vanish.
Founded by Yash Sheth in May, who
was fed up of his corporate job, this
startup is a one-stop-shop for all
the above-mentioned services. All
you need to do is download the app
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and get the desired help to address your
needs. The app also sends you details of
the person who will arrive and present
you with a standard rate card so that
there is no overcharging.

Missing breakfast is a common
occurrence for most people working
from 9 to 5 or 10 to 6. Either they are
hard-pressed for time or have no option
available so early in the day. It is here
that Breadnpulp, a cool startup, enters
to provide nutritious breakfast boxes
to people-on-the-move. The first thing
on the agenda of Breadnpulp is to enter
the B2B market and cover all small
and medium-sized business houses.
Once these economics are in place, they
will be targetting the B2C market. It
was founded by Praveen Yadav and his
friends from IIT Mumbai in August. At
the moment, the service is web-based
but the Breadnpulp team will soon come
out with an app too. At present, they
are making more than 2,000 deliveries
a month. Interestingly, jabong.com has
invested in this unique startup.

Looking forward to that family
vacation
but do not want to rely solely on the
Internet and other sources to plan
it? Well, Your Local Cousin is here
to help. The startup is a peer-to-peer
service platform which can be used
by travellers to plan trips and visit the
places they wish to. One can use Skype,
e-mail or social media to ask help from
the locals of the country and the city
they intend visiting and get customised
itineraries. The website has over 400
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Mycollegeadda
has more than 700
universities and
35,000-plus affiliated
colleges listed under
it with a student
enrollment figure of
more than 20 million.
The startup is based
out of Delhi-NCR.

START

UP!

“local cousins” globally who help you
out planning vacations. Travellers just
need to share detailed information
about their budget, interests and so on
which help the locals to take care of
the visitors’ requirements. A research
conducted by Your Local Cousin
suggests 46 per cent US and 56 per
cent EU leisure travellers ask their
family, friends, colleagues for advice
when they are planning to travel. The
website earns money through a 30 per
cent commission from the travellers on
the money that they pay to the locals.
Also, it is a smart and an easy way for
the locals to earn money. The website
was founded by three cousins – Aarti
Kanodia, Riddhi Jhunjhunwala and
Kunal Jain in March– who faced
problems while making travel plans to
a new country and came up with the
idea of Your Local Cousin.

This web and app-based peer-topeer online marketplace is a boon for
college students. College-goers often
are in need of books, reading material,
carpooling, flatmates and electronics
etc. Mycollegeadda gets together all of
these at one place. All one needs to do
is to post an ad for the stuff required
or wish to sell and wait for a buyer.
Not only this helps in networking but
is instrumental in saving money too.
Mycollegeadda has more than 700
universities and 35,000-plus affiliated
colleges listed under it with a student
enrollment figure of more than
20 million. Mycollegeadda was
founded by Vedansh Agrawal,
an engineering graduate from
UP Technical University and
Prashul Agrawal, who has a rich
background in consulting and
domain business industry. The
startup, based out of Delhi-NCR
started operations in May.
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