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Taking the road less travelled

N

ew Year symbolises new beginnings.
2016 is a leap year, when we advance
our calendars by a day, in order to
calibrate the calendar year with the
astronomical year. This ‘leaping over’
one of the days of the week is akin to leaping over
obstacles that one may be faced with from time
to time. For only by meandering on the road less
travelled, will one chance upon a new pathway.
The onset of the year was heralded by many
innovative initiatives in the country. One of these
was the odd-even scheme in Delhi. The odd and
even car number/date formula was applied on
cars with an aim to curb air pollution in the
National Capital. Another recent introduction
was the exciting all-inclusive action plan to boost
start-up enterprises in India. While the efficacy
and outcome of these programmes are yet to be
ascertained, it has indeed invigorated the people,
infusing them with resilience and renewed hope
about ease of doing business in India.

6 | Vistara | February 2016

When change is welcomed, discoveries are made.
In this issue of the inflight magazine, discover five
stately heritage getaways around Ahmedabad
(pages 36 to 46), and get bedazzled with an
account of the Vegas of the East, Macau (pages 48
to 52). The spirit of novelty is also represented in
the Business section on page 76, which celebrates
the start-up trend of the present time.
As we celebrated the end of our first year of
successful operations last month, we reflected
on our journey so far. There couldn’t have been
a better start for Vistara. Nine aircraft, 12
destinations and over 1 million happy customers,
all in a short span of less than 12 months.
Challenging the status quo, we have two exciting
and novel upcoming offerings, certain to transform
the way you fly. Later this month, Vistara customers
will enjoy the luxury of an exclusive lounge at
Terminal 3 of the Indira Gandhi International
Airport, New Delhi. Another never-seen-before

innovation in the Indian skies - the Wi-Fi-enabled
streaming of inflight entertainment content would
make you look forward to flying with Vistara time
and again.
As always, we invite new ideas from our customers
to embrace and action compelling calls to change
for the better. We constantly scrutinise our
operative strategies and processes and never
hesitate to tweak them if that is required to make
them more efficient or their relevance has been
overtaken by the fast changing market. It is this
quality that enables us to emerge stronger with
every challenge we come across.
Read about Vistara’s journey in its first year of
operations on pages 22 and 23 and a colourful
depiction of the one year celebrations on pages
24 and 25. As we cruise further into the limitless
expanse, get ready to be bowled over by our
seamless and exceptional customer service.
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Products & Services
We push the boundaries of air travel, keeping you at the very centre of our endeavours. Our enterprising spirit, blended
with traditional Indian hospitality will ensure every journey you take with us is a truly enjoyable experience and a feeling
like no other. When you fly Vistara, you fly the new feeling. Welcome aboard.
BUSINESS
Customers in Business Class can
revel in our ultra-luxurious seats,
which boast of a wide seat back
and comfortable recline. Ergonomic
seat features such as extendable leg
rest, footrest and adjustable winged
headrest are also available to adjust
your seating comfort. In addition,
you can find some personal storage
space located at the side of your seat,
with enough room for small items like
your glasses, a gadget or a book. The
interplay between the royal purple
and calm grey hues of our cabin
evokes a sense of tranquility, so that
you reach your destination feeling
rejuvenated.

PREMIUM ECONOMY

CABIN BAGGAGE
Business,
Premium Economy
and Economy Class
customers are
entitled to one item of
cabin baggage. This
excludes handbags
and laptops. Each
bag should weigh
no more than 7 kg
with the combined
length, width and
height of each bag not
exceeding
115 cm (45 inches).
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Be a class ahead when you fly with us
in our exclusive Premium Economy
section. With up to 20 per cent more
legroom for each seat, enjoy the
increased sense of well-being that
comes with having that much more
personal space. Thoughtful touches
such as the specially designed and
tested seat bottom cushions for
improved comfort, winged headrests
and long armrests allow for further
relaxation on your journeys with us.

ECONOMY
Our Economy Class cabin is anything
but ordinary. Upholstered in
genuine leather, the seats set a new
benchmark in style and comfort. Your
comfort is our priority, that is why we
have taken special care to style the
seats to further maximise knee and
legroom space.

MEALS & DINING
Aboard our flights, be taken on an
exciting gastronomic adventure
when you partake of the innovative
culinary selections which our
experts have specially developed
for your enjoyment. Business Class
customers are treated to a fine
dining experience amongst the
clouds with the use of fine linen and
bone china tableware. Our Premium
Economy and Economy sections
can look forward to wholesome and
satisfying meals along with a range
of beverages, all served by our
engaging cabin crew. Customers
with specific dietary requirements
can select from a wide range of
special meals, which are available
for booking up to 24 hours prior to
flight departure.

PORTABLE ELECTRONIC
DEVICES
While the use of PEDs such as
mobile phones, tablets and laptops
is permitted on our aircraft, these
must always be switched off and
stowed away during taxi, take-off
and landing. When in use during
boarding or inflight, regulations
require that PEDs are to be placed
in flight safe or airplane mode with
all transmitting functions (GSM,
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, etc.) disabled.
For safety reasons, customers may
be asked to stop the use of PEDs at
any point of the flight journey. We
seek your cooperation to comply
with the instructions by our crew.
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Flat 10% off on entire
Drinks, Books and
Souvenirs category.

Two complimentary
mocktails /cocktails /
IMFL drinks with every
buffet meal.

30% discount on 60 or
90 mins spa therapy.

Flat 20% on purchases
made at Foodstreet at
Delhi Terminal 3.

Flat 20% on purchases
made at Vaango, Delhi
Terminal 3.

Flat 15% off on food bill
(excluding taxes).

Flat 10% off on
shopping of Rs. 2000
or more* Valid across
India expect the Shop
In Shop stores

Get exclusive benefits even
after your flight
Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash
your boarding pass within seven days of your travel
at our partner brand outlets and enjoy exciting offers

2. Weekend Bhoj at
Diya. On Saturdays,
one-for-one offer on
any package.
3. Lungo Pranzo
Dominica at Zanotta.
On Saturdays,
one-for-one offer.

Buy Any Pizza
worth `350 and Get
Breadsticks free worth
`116 at Delhi Terminal 3.
`500 off Carzonrent
premium chauffeur
drive service outstation
booking. (code CVO500).

5% off on transaction
of `10,000 and above
(Max discount: `1,000),
excluding Airport stores.

Flat 10% off valid
at Delhi and
Mumbai airport
stores only

PACKAGE FOR 1*
Beer & Burger combo for INR 599 only
PACKAGE FOR 2*
2 Margaritas or 2 Imported Beer+ 1 Starter + 2
Main Course + 1Dessert for INR 1,999 only
Exclusive 36% off on any
Spa services.
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Flat 15% off on food
bill (excluding taxes).

20% discount on Best
Available Rate by
using Promo Code
“ZSUP20VIST” on
booking Ginger Hotel.
Bookings to be done at
www.gingerhotels.com,
Ginger Call Centre or
directly at the hotels.

1. Friday Seafood
Nights - dinner buffet
at Spectra.
One-for-one offer.

4. Spa massage/
treatments. Onefor-one offer on any
treatment/ massage
packages.

`600 of on Myles
self-drive.
(code MVO500).

Offer applicable only in Delhi NCR restaurants
*All Inclusive - T&C Apply

20% discount on Body
Massages
20% flat discount on
Suites and Villas
20% off on Beverages at the
Bar on all days before 7 pm
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Club Vistara
Club Vistara, our unique value-based Frequent Flyer Programme, lets you enjoy a number of benefits carefully crafted to elevate
your travel experience with us. It is a unique membership club that lets you earn points based on the value of your ticket. Besides
earning CV Points on Vistara flights, you can also earn CV Points with Vistara’s airline and non-airline partners.

How to Join
Becoming a Club Vistara member is simple and quick. Register with Club Vistara by
• Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com

Once enrolled, CV membership ID will be sent to your registered

• Downloading our Mobile App

Club Vistara member, you will have access to your personalised

• Asking our crew for our inflight
enrolment form and also earn
CV Points for the current flight

account through our website and our mobile app to easily keep

email ID and your account will be automatically activated. As a

track of all your transactions with us.
To receive auto-credit of your CV Points please remember to
quote your Club Vistara ID at the time of booking.

Earn CV Points with Vistara
Earn CV Points for all your flights with Vistara simply by mentioning your Club Vistara ID at the time
of booking your Vistara flight or while checking in at the airport. Please refer to the below table to
know the CV Points accrual for Vistara flights.
Tier

CV Points per 100 INR spent

CV Base

5

CV Silver

6

CV Gold

7

Claim CV points for past
flights: Now, claim CV Points for
past flights with Vistara up to
180 days by logging on to your
CV account and submitting your
flight details in the online retro
claim form.

Tiers & Tier Privileges
As a Club Vistara member, you are entitled to a number of benefits and privileges which have been crafted to enhance
your travel experience with us. As you progress through our three status tiers – Base, Silver and Gold – you can enjoy
added privileges which will elevate your Check-In and boarding experience, to make you feel exclusive right from the
beginning of your journey. Refer to the below table to know all about Club Vistara tier privileges.

BENEFITS
Earn
Points
on All
Flights*

Exclusive
Offers and
Promotions

Access and
Management
of Your
Account
Information
Online

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

GOLD

✓

Priority
Airport
Standby

✓

Increased
Baggage
Allowance

Priority
Priority
Airport Boarding
Check-in
&
Priority
Baggage
Handling

+10 kg

Business
Class
Counter

+5 kg

Premium
Economy
Counter

✓

Priority
Waitlist
Clearance

Tier
Bonus
Points

Points
Earned
Per
100 INR

Lounge
Access

Access to
Partner
Lounges

Guaranteed
Reservations
For Economy
Class

Dedicated
Club Vistara
Helpline

✓

✓

Up to 48
Hours Prior*

✓

✓

+2

7

✓

+1

6

✓

5

✓

SILVER

✓
BASE

✓

*Please refer to Club Vistara Terms & Conditions to learn more.
www.airvistara.com/club-vistara

Redeeming CV Points
Redeeming CV Points is as easy as earning them. You can book Award Flights and redeem Upgrade Awards using your
CV Points

1. Award Flights with Vistara

2. Upgrade Awards

Redeeming Vistara Award Flights online is
quick and easy. All you have to do is, log in
with your Club Vistara membership ID at
www.airvistara.com, follow a few simple steps and
redeem the award flight instantly.

Redeem your CV Points to upgrade your booked
flight to higher cabin using your CV Points. Redeem
your Upgrade Award by following the steps below.

•

Click on ‘Redeem Now’ button under ‘Club Vistara’
tab on the home page.

•

Refer to the Upgrade Award chart to know the number of
CV Points required for upgrading your seat.

•

Submit the required information on the ‘Redeem
Award Flight’ page and proceed to redeem your
award flight.

•

Call our CSC at 1860 108 9999 or our Airport Ticketing
Office (ATO) to redeem your CV Points for an upgrade.

AWARD AND UPGRADE AWARD CHART
Award Flights
Origin

Destination

Delhi
Delhi

Upgrade Award

Economy

Premium Economy

Business

Economy
Premium Economy

Premium Economy
Business

Ahmedabad

4000

5000

15000

1000

5000

Bagdogra

5000

6000

20000

1500

9000

Delhi

Bengaluru

6000

7000

25000

1500

9000

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

6000

7000

25000

1500

9000

Delhi

Goa

6000

7000

25000

1500

9000

Delhi

Guwahati

6000

7000

25000

1500

9000

Delhi

Hyderabad

5000

6000

20000

1250

7000

Delhi

Lucknow

4000

5000

15000

1000

5000

Delhi

Mumbai

5000

6000

20000

1250

7000

Delhi

Pune

5000

6000

20000

1250

7000

Delhi

Varanasi

4000

5000

15000

1000

5000

Guwahati

Bagdogra

4000

5000

15000

1000

5000

Mumbai

Bengaluru

5000

6000

20000

1250

7000

Mumbai

Goa

4000

5000

15000

1000

5000

*All the values mentioned above are in CV Points
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Earn & Redeem CV Points with
Singapore Airlines and Silk Air
You can earn and redeem CV Points for flights on our two
partners, Singapore Airlines and Silk Air

Earning CV Points with partners
CV Points earned will be based on distance flown. Please refer to the below table
to know the CV Point Accrual

Operating Carrier

Premium Economy/Economy Class

Business Class

Suites/First Class

S, T, P - 100%
Y, B, E - 100%
M, H, W, L - 70%

Z, C, J, U, D - 125%

R, F, A - 150%

S, T, P - 100%
Y, B, E - 100%
M, H, W, L - 70%

Z, C, J, U, D - 125%

Not Applicable

*”Distance flown” means the calculated distance between origin and destination, as determined by Vistara
in its sole discretion, regardless of the actual distance travelled.

Connect with us through our Customer Service Centre (CSC) at 1860 108 9999 to redeem
your CV Points for flights with Singapore Airlines & Silk Air.

Redeeming CV Points with partners
You can also redeem your CV Points with Vistara’s partners Singapore Airlines and
Silk Air. You can do so just by calling our CSC at 1860 108 9999 and mentioning all your
details required for booking an award flight with our partners.
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Brightest star in the limitless sky
Completing a year in the skies, Vistara’s journey has proved to be nothing less than extraordinary

T

he calendars have been
changed. It is time for taking
stock of where we stand,
conjuring fresh plans for
the journey 2016. The year
started on a high note for Vistara.
We achieved a remarkable feat of
preserving the industry’s best On-Time
Performance (OTP) for five months
in a row starting August 2015. There
were many more reasons to cheer, as
we celebrated our first anniversary on
January 9.

Nine aircraft, 12 destinations, 325
weekly flights and over 1 million
happy customers, all in a short span
of 12 months! Reflecting the essence of
this issue of the magazine of pushing
boundaries and exploring the road less
travelled, Vistara demonstrated that
when we channel our efforts into a
common pursuit, nothing is impossible,
no barrier is insurmountable, no
problem intractable. We doggedly
hung on to faith in our strategy,
challenging cynics and dissenters,

with our confidence bolstered by the
continuous stream of accolades and
compliments for our products and
service excellence.
A string of activities were set in motion
mid-December onwards, to mark the
momentous end of Vistara’s ‘Onederful
Year’. Turn to the next page for a
pictorial account of our merrymaking!
Vistara customers were in for a treat
in the form of complimentary upgrades

We achieved a remarkable feat of preserving the
industry’s best On-Time Performance (OTP) for five
months in a row starting August 2015
22 | Vistara | February 2016

to Vistara’s signature Premium
Economy class. All customers
could be seen flaunting
anniversary special bag tags,
and Vistara branded calendars.
There was also a week-long
sale entailing a flat 25% off for
travel until April 2016!
Customers indulged each of
their senses aboard Vistara
flights, as they sank into
comfortable seats, listened to
our melodious brand music,
relished the special dessert, and
leafed through the collector’s
edition of our inflight magazine.
The glossy magazine brought
to the readers a portrait of
each of the 12 destinations
Vistara flies to, etched by 12
celebrities. With each issue
of our magazine, we hope to
infuse you with a renewed
vigour to travel, to foray into
newer, thrilling canvases of the
beauty that is our planet.
Exciting digital campaigns
heralded
the
anniversary
celebrations, one of them being
the Onederful Year tweetathon
which garnered over three
lakh impressions and trended
on Twitter. It prompted people
to send in birthday wishes
for Vistara, giving form to
India’s biggest tweetcard that
was installed in the Indira
Gandhi International Airport in
New Delhi.
Travellers
in
the
week
of January 9 witnessed
congratulatory messages by
our partners GMR, GVK and
TajSats. Many others learnt
about the Onederful Year
festivities through a fullpage print advertisement in
all the leading dailies of the
country. All customers on board
Vistara got specially designed
calendars and other goodies as

gifts. Closer to our headquarters
in Gurgaon, Vistara welcomed
visitors to CyberHub with a
Premium Economy experiential
zone. The simulation zone
recreated the exalted experience
that customers flying in Vistara’s
Premium Economy cabin class
get, and received admiring gazes
from over half a lakh visitors.
Vistara regards service to
the people as the ultimate
illustration of fine stewardship.
To share the joy of our first
birthday with the community,
Vistara employees indulged in
an enjoyable pottery painting
activity with 15 girls and
15 boys from the Salaam
Baalak Trust.

In the spotlight
The following are the three winners
for the T3 lounge quiz featured in the
December issue

Mahesh Saraph
Chander Bansal
Tarun Jain

A day prior to our anniversary, a
celebratory event was organised
to thank our trade partners
which set the stage for the next
day. The D-Day dawned with
special messages and greetings
from all over the world. The
Vistara team was basking in
the glory of appreciation and
compliments from customers
and well-wishers. And finally it
was time for employees across
all 12 stations to celebrate and
raise a toast to the success
of Vistara.
An account of our Onederful
Year celebrations would not
be complete without thanking
our partners who supported
Vistara through our journey so
far, and also were part of the
anniversary revelry.
It is the goodwill of our wellwishers and the loyalty of
patrons that fuel us at Vistara
to do our best every day.
Cheers to upcoming sojourns
in 2016, each guaranteed to be
more revitalising than the
previous one.

appellateauthority@airvistara.com

Turning
A string of activities were set in motion mid-December onwards, to
mark the momentous conclusion of Vistara’s ‘Onederful Year’
1. Celebrating with our sales agents at the
trade partners’ event
2. Anniversary decor at the Bengaluru
airport
3. An expedition to celebrate our birthday
saw members from Vistara’s security
team ride bikes from Bengaluru to New
Delhi covering 2,300 km in 4 days!
4. The Varanasi team gets together for
cake-cutting
5. Captain Latha Viswanathan mesmerises
with a dance recital on Vistara’s one year
anniversary party in Gurgaon
6. The collector’s edition anniversary issue
of our inflight magazine
7. Attractive baggage tags for all customers
in December and January
8. Children from the Salaam Baalak Trust
painting earthen pots with keen attention
9. One of the pages from the Vistara
calendar 2016, symbolic of cities that
touch our soul and become a part of who
we are
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1. Vistara CEO, Phee Teik Yeoh
addresses the gathering during the
trade partners’ event
2. The Premium Economy experiential
zone at Cyber Hub
3. The Onederful Year creative shared
on our social media channels
4. The Goa team celebrating Vistara’s
first birthday together
5. Custom design for cakes for Vistara
employees across all the 12 Vistara
destinations
6. The Pune airport adorned in Vistara
colours
7. A sought-after sale for our
customers
8. All smiles at the trade partners’
event
9. Innovative meal boxes in the
economy class in our birthday
month
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VISTARA
EXPERIENCE

Flight Schedule
Origin

Ahmedabad to Delhi

Delhi to Ahmedabad

Weekly Frequency

Arrival

Days of Operations

UK 990

950

1115

Daily

UK 968

1935

2105

Daily

UK955

735

0905

Daily

UK969

1720

1855

Daily

UK 876

1935

2220

Daily

UK 889

0625

0910

123456

UK 889

0735

1015

7

UK 875

0950

1135

123456

UK 875

1100

1240

7

UK 850

1715

1855

Daily

UK877

1350

1630

67

UK 847

1110

1345

Daily

UK 862

1425

1715

Daily

UK 878

1710

1955

67

14

7

Delhi to Bengaluru

7

7

Mumbai to Bengaluru

7

Delhi to Goa

9

Goa to Delhi

Departure

14

Bengaluru to Delhi

Bengaluru to Mumbai

Flight No.

9

Delhi to Bagdogra

7

UK 7651

1225

1425

Daily

Guwahati to Delhi

7

UK 7651

1705

1930

Daily

Bagdogra to Guwahati

7

UK 7651

1515

1620

Daily

Delhi to Guwahati

7

UK 7652

1225

1435

Daily

Guwahati to Bagdogra

7

UK 7652

1515

1620

Daily

Bagdogra to Delhi

7

UK 7652

1655

1910

Daily

UK 879

1715

1925

Daily

Delhi to Hyderabad

13
UK 829

0640

0850

123456

UK 830

0930

1140

123456

UK 870

2005

2215

Daily

UK 970

1210

1320

Daily

UK 927

0725

0840

Daily

UK 936

0925

1030

Daily

UK 933

1400

1505

Daily

Hyderabad to Delhi

Delhi to Lucknow

Lucknow to Delhi
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13

14

14

Origin

Weekly Frequency

Delhi to Mumbai

53

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Operations

UK975

0605

0810

123456

UK943

0725

0940

Daily

UK9951

1105

1320

Daily

UK9952

1015

1230

Daily

UK 997

0825

1040

Daily

UK 9933

1350

1605

Daily

UK 993

1350

1605

12345

UK933

1555

1810

Daily

UK979

1810

2020

Daily

UK 981

2015

2230

Daily

UK9301

0750

1005

123456

UK9302

0725

0935

123456

UK 970

0855

1055

Daily

UK994

1025

1240

Daily

UK 944

1420

1630

Daily

UK 988

2100

2305

Daily

UK 980

1930

2145

Daily

UK 9964

1715

1925

12345

UK 9963

1735

1950

Daily

UK 998

1150

1355

Daily

4

Mumbai to Delhi

53

Delhi to Pune

7

UK991

1710

1925

Daily

Pune to Delhi

7

UK992

2005

2215

Daily

UK 733

0735

0940

Daily

UK 7813

1625

1835

12345

UK 7814

1625

1835

Daily

UK 732

1025

1235

Daily

UK 762

1920

2125

12345

UK 762

1920

2125

Daily

Delhi to Bhubaneshwar

14

Bhubaneshwar to Delhi

14

3

4

1

Delhi to Varanasi

7

UK 990

1250

1415

Daily

Varanasi to Delhi

7

UK 969

1455

1620

Daily

Goa to Mumbai

7

UK 996

1525

1635

Daily

Mumbai to Goa

7

UK 820

1325

1445

Daily

Till February 14

February 15 onwards

2

3

Till February 15

February 16 onwards

4

Schedule is subject to change without prior notice
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TRENDING
DIARY

Watch Out For
INDIA

ABROAD

THE GREAT INDIAN
GOLCHAKKAR
When: February 5-7
Where: Jawahar Lal
Nehru Stadium,
New Delhi

This three-day carnival,
celebrating the gastronomical,
artisanal and musical cultures
of India, is a modern world
festival reflecting the spirit
of the country. The Great
Indian Golchakkar (GIG) will
showcase a kaleidoscope of
pan-Indian sounds with over
30 performing acts from across
the nation. Coke Studio will
also be performing a live set
at The GIG along with The
Karsh Kale Collective, Prateek
Kuhad, Hamza & Manu, MIDIval
Punditz and many more.
The rare craftsmanship on
interactive display will range
from the traditional natural
perfumes of Kannauj, rogan art
from Gujarat to stone pottery
from Meghalaya, silver filigree
work from Odisha and
mask-making from Majuli.

DUBAI FROM DAWN TO
DUSK - A REAL MIRAGE
When: January 16 February 28
Where: Sofitel Dubai The
Palm Resort & Spa, Dubai
Visit:
www.dubaicalendar.ae/en

RIVERSIDE COUNTY FAIR &
NATIONAL DATE FESTIVAL
When: February 12-21
Where: Indio (Deserts),
California
Visit: www.datefest.org

FIRST EDITION OF UDAIPUR
WORLD MUSIC FESTIVAL
When: February 13 & 14
Where: Fatehsagar Paal &
Railway Training Institute
Ground, Udaipur

The maiden edition of
Udaipur World Music
Festival will be city-wide and
multi-venue, cutting across
several genres of music. The
event aims to bring together
more than 100 global artistes
and ensembles from Spain,
Ghana, Venezuela, Italy,
France and India.
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LUXEMBOURG CITY
FILM FESTIVAL
When: February 25 March 6
Where: Place du Théâtre,
Luxembourg City
Visit:
www.luxfilmfest.lu

TRENDING
DIARY

Birdwatcher’s paradise
Blessed by nature, Chhattisgarh is a scenic state which houses some of the
best bird sanctuaries of the country

W

ith over 1,200 recorded
avian species, India offers
some of the best birding
opportunities for avid
birdwatchers. From the
Banni grasslands in Kutch to Western Ghats
in Kerala and the coastal belt of Goa to
Lava and Neora Valley in West Bengal, the
country has been a birdwatcher’s paradise.
But one of the most offbeat and least
explored destinations for birdwatching is
the state of Chhattisgarh that boasts of
over 300 varieties of birds. Barnawapara,
Achanakmar, Udanti, Bhoramdeo and
Sitanadi wildlife sanctuaries provide a
unique birdwatching experience. Kanger
Valley National Park also has an amazing
variety of butterflies.
While Barnawapara (around 100 km from
Raipur) is a standalone bird watching
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getaway, Achanakmar (around 170 km
from Raipur) is home to a wide species of
birds. On the other hand, Sitanadi (around
170 km from Raipur), Udanti (around 160
km from Raipur) and Bhoramdeo (around
140 km from Raipur) play host to a sizable
bird population. The popular bird species
found in the state include the state bird
– hill myna, white-rumped vultures,
parrots, bulbuls, green avadavat, lesser
kestrels, peafowls, woodpeckers, rackettailed drongos, egrets, pheasants,
crimson-breasted barbets, storks, teetars,
tree pies and herons to name a few.
For the convenience of visitors,
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board offers staying
facilities at Hareli Eco Resort, Mohda
near Baranwapara, Sonbhadra Tourist
Resort, Amadob near Achanakmar and
Dandami Resort near Chitrakote.

AXE BRAND
UNIVERSAL OIL

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel

TRENDING
WHAT’S NEW

New on the Block

MAKING A STYLE
STATEMENT
Inspired by vintage floral art and
Indian opulence with intricate detailing
of resham, zardozi, pearls and beads
that add richness to each piece in
the ensemble, Mahreen by Vishakha
Khetrapal has launched the Gold Dust
collection. Celebrating elegance and
glamour with old-world charm, the
collection is available in a mixed colour
palette of black, gold, ivory, coral and a
dash of royal blue. The colour theme is
elegantly restrained while at the same
time is vibrant and rich, thus creating
perfect harmony.

CORRIGENDUM
JUST SAY CHEERS!
A new microbrewery, The Great Bear, offering the widest range of freshly made beer, has
opened in Chandigarh’s Sector 26 market. Conceptualised by architect Arun Loomba, the
microbrewery aims to transport connoisseurs as well as people who drink in moderation to an
industrial warehouse of large-scale beer production. The table-tops are fitted over old-style
sewing machines and plumbing pipes at the microbrewery.
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In the January 2016 issue of Vistara,
we inadvertently missed Kannada,
the native language of Karnataka in
the box on Languages, on Page 48.
We have no intentions of hurting the
sentiments of the people of the state.
The error is deeply regretted.

7-9 October 2016

10-11 October 2016

TRENDING
WHAT’S NEW

CLASSY & ELEGANT
Conceived and envisaged as
an exclusive and re-cherché
accessories’ brand, Lino Perros was
founded by designer duo Sanjay and
Natasha in 1999. Galvanised by
Italian fashion orinetation, the brand
aims to redefine Indian lifestyle
dressing. The timeless women
handbags from the Lino Perros
collection renders a look worthy
of a true lady. The palette includes
classic black and browns to earthy
neutrals for minimalists, pastel hues
for people who like to carry soft
colours and a tint of stark yet classy
colours like moss green, rose red and
electric blue for ones who like to play
with colours. Along with handbags,
Lino Perros offers accessories like
scarves, mufflers, wallets, cuff-links,
ties, belts and pocket squares for
both men and women.

SNEAK IN STYLE
For the first time in the history of running
shoes, female-focussed running shoes make a
debut globally with PureBOOST X by adidas.
The shoes have been specifically designed,
crafted and validated for women and promise
to be a truly unique experience for
the women who run in
style. The development of
PureBOOST X took around
three years with help
and insights from female
athletes. PureBOOST X
provides the best fit
and feel with energised
cushioning through
boost technology.
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ARTY AFFAIR
India’s rich and vibrant association with art comes to life at The Claridges with the launch of
Crayon Art Gallery in association with Amit Vadhera and Gaurav Karan of Crayon Art Capital.
The initiative seeks to capture the essence of the history of art and culture with some of
the country’s most celebrated names. Look forward to the charisma of the country’s leading
contemporary artists like MF Husain, Anjolie Ela Menon and FN Souza come to life at the
gallery. Other works to be exhibited include art by A Ramachandran, Jamini Roy, Krishen
Khanna, Laxma Goud, Satish Gujral, Thota Vaikuntam and Paramjit Singh.

ODYSSEY
COVER STORY
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A

era
Unravelling the

gone by

A visit to Ahmedabad, one of the most thriving
cities in western India, should not be restricted to
the city alone. Here is a lowdown on five heritage
getaways from the city one can explore
Words: Arjun Kumar

M

ost visitors land in
Ahmedabad for business,
given the city’s stature
as a hub of economic
activities. However, an
aspect that gets missed more often is
of Ahmedabad being not just home to
magnificent heritage, both architectural
and cultural, but also being surrounded
by cities that are repositories of heritage.

A

Adalaj step-well
in Ahmedabad
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ODYSSEY
COVER STORY

Patan

127km
NORTH OF
AHMEDABAD

T

he ancient fortified town of Patan
was founded in 745 AD by the
first ruler of Chavda dynasty,
Vanraj Chavda who named it Anhilpur
Patan or Anahilwada. Decades later,
the adopted son of the last Chavda king
established the Solanki dynasty. It was
during the period of the Solanki rule,
in the last quarter of the 11th century,
that a step-well was constructed here.
Called Rani-ki-Vav or Queen’s stepwell, the richly sculpted monument
was built under the patronage of Rani
Udaymati in memory of her husband,
Bhimdeva I, unarguably the most powerful
Solanki ruler.
Rani-ki-Vav, included in the list of UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in 2014, is truly
spectacular. The walls on both sides of the
step-well are extensively decorated with
rock-cut depictions of Hindu iconography.
Most of the sculptures are devoted to
various incarnations of Lord Vishnu and
represent their return to the mortal
world. A small gate below the last step of
the vav has a 30 km tunnel which once
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Ornate stone-carved walls lining the 11th century Rani-ki-Vav (Queen’s step-well) at Patan

A small gate below the last step of the vav has a 30 km
tunnel which once served as an escape route for the king in
event of a defeat in war. It is now blocked by stones and mud
FOR HISTORY
BUFFS
Nearby is Sahasralinga
Talav, an ancient reservoir
named after a set of
Shivlingas believed to
have once existed along
its banks. Legend has
it that this is the place
where Emperor Akbar’s
tutor Bairam Khan was
murdered just before he
left for Mecca

served as an escape route for the king
in event of a defeat in war. Now blocked
by stones and mud, it leads to the town
of Sindhupur.
Built across multiple levels with a flight
of broad steps, the walkway in the vav
broadens at one level before narrowing
down as one descends further. The sunlight
gradually reduces and the air becomes a
trifle moist. The atmosphere seems filled
with the spirits of the Solankis, almost as
if one of them is about to step out of one of
the vav’s dark corners.

ODYSSEY
COVER STORY

INVASION
TIMELINE

MACAU
FACTS
Chittor Fort
has
left an indelible
mark on the
pages of Indian
history

1303
was the year
when
Ala-ud-din
Khilji invaded
Chittor as
he wanted to
marry Queen
Padmini

A panoramic view of Chittorgarh Fort

Chittorgarh

367km
NORTH OF
AHMEDABAD
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T

he Chittorgarh Fort stands as a mute
testimony to the courage of brave
men and women who once inhabited
it. Standing on a 180 m high hill, the fort
encompasses an area of nearly 700 acres.
The highlight of the place is the magnificent
Vijay Stambh, a commemorative nine-storey
tower that marks the high point of Rajput
rule with each level covered with stunning
sculptures. It was built by Maharana Kumbha
(1433-68 AD) to mark his triumph over the
Sultan of Malwa in 1440 AD.
Several temples also fall within the
precincts of the fort, the most significant
one being dedicated to 16th-century Rajput
princess Mirabai who turned into a mystic
poetess and devotee of Lord Krishna. The
Jain population, who served as accountants
to the rulers here, also contributed to these
temples. They constructed Kirti Stambh, a
tower dedicated to Lord Adinath. Across
the road from Kumbha Palace is Shringar
Chauri, a small temple decorated with
rock-cut sculptures.

The Jain
population
who served as
accountants
to the rulers,
constructed
Kirti Stambh, a
tower dedicated
to Lord Adinath.
Across the road
from Kumbha
Palace is
Shringar Chauri,
a small temple
decorated
with rock-cut
sculptures

1535
was the second
invasion when
Bahadur Shah
of Gujarat
attacked the
fort

1567
was when the
third and last
assault was
undertaken
by Akbar

ODYSSEY
COVER STORY

Rajkot

215km
WEST OF
AHMEDABAD

Bandstand in Queen Victoria Memorial Institute building, Jubilee Garden

O

nce the capital of the princely
state of Saurashtra, Rajkot traces
its origins to the medieval era.
Founded by Thakorji Vibhaji in 1610,
the city was briefly under an Islamic
ruler in the 18th century and then as a
princely state functioning under British
influence. The city today is a mix of
composite cultures.
The highlight of the city is undoubtedly the
Watson Museum. Founded in 1888, the
museum is named after Col John Watson,
the British political agent to Kathiawar
Agency (1881-1889). The colonel is
credited with doing extensive research
on the history of the region and this is
reflected in the museum in the form of a
varied collection including Indus Valley
period artifacts, Hindu iconography,
inscriptions, coins, depiction of the
state’s tribal communities, memorabilia
from the British period and much more.
Not far from Jubilee Gardens is Kaba
Gandhi No Delo, kaba being the nickname
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of Mahatma’s father, Karamchand
Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi stayed in this
house during his childhood days. It now
houses a small museum, Gandhi Smruti,
where photographs and belongings of the
Mahatma are displayed. An NGO runs a
small weaving school on its premises.

DID YOU KNOW?

Mahatma Gandhi
lived here during
the time when his
father was the dewan
of Rajkot state. He
studied at the Rajkot
English School. This
institution is known
as Mohandas Gandhi
High School now

In the heart of the city is Rajkumar
College, another of Rajkot’s iconic heritage
buildings. This educational institution was
founded in 1868 as an exclusive school for
the sons and princes of the ruling chiefs
of the Kathiawar region. Spread over 25
acres, the college is famous for its IndoGothic architecture and a must-see for
any visitor to the city.
Any visit to Rajkot must be rounded off
with a look at the city’s markets – the
Bangdi, Soni and Kansara bazaars –
offer printed fabrics, gold and silver
ornaments and brass and copper
vessels. It is not unusual to see women
in traditional attires walking through the
markets, adding to its colour.

ODYSSEY
COVER STORY

An exterior view of Laxmi Vilas Palace

Vadodara

T

he third largest city of Gujarat,
Vadodara draws its name from
the vad (banyan) tree which was
once abundant in the region. The biggest
imprint here was left by Maharaja
Sayajirao Gaekwad III (1875-1939)
whose social, economic and educational
reforms effectively created the modern
Vadodara that we see today.

116km
SOUTH OF
AHMEDABAD
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FOR HISTORY
BUFFS

The efforts of Gaekwad III have been
captured in a vast central space called
Sayaji Baug. Spread over 45 hectares,
it includes two museums, a planetarium
and a zoo. Not-to-be-missed is the

Baroda Museum and Picture Gallery
that has a rich collection of paintings,
artifacts, sculptures and manuscripts.
The most interesting piece here is the
2,300-year-old Egyptian mummy which
the maharaja brought from New York
in 1895.
Laxmi Vilas Palace is the private
residence of the royal family and parts of
it are open to public viewing. The ruler’s
Darbar Hall and the Fateh Singh Museum
are lavish and give a glimpse of a bygone
era. Even the maharaja’s noblemen have
left their mark on the city.

Elsewhere in the city, almost like a straggler from
a different era that had nothing to do with the
Gaekwads is the tomb of Qutub-ud-din Muhammad
Khan, a general in the army of Mughal emperor
Akbar. He was the governor of the region for a
brief period and his tomb stands in a small
compound by itself today

ODYSSEY
COVER STORY

Indore

392km
EAST OF
AHMEDABAD

Rajwada Palace

MORE TO
THE CITY
There are several other
structures of the British
era including Daly
College and Mahatma
Gandhi Town Hall.
Indore is also home to
several churches,
the oldest one being
St Anne’s Church dating
back to 1858 AD.
Close to the Lalbagh
Palace is Annapurna
Mandir, believed to
have been inspired by
Madurai’s Meenakshi
Temple and not
far away is
the dargah of
Shahanshah-e-Malwa
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M

adhya Pradesh’s industrial
and business hub, the bustling
city of Indore is an emerging
metropolis with the presence of both,
an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
and an Indian Institute of Management
(IIM). But there is plenty of heritage
too, if a visitor were to scratch beyond
the surface.
Just as the Gaekwads were the patrons
of Vadodara, Indore was the city of the
Holkars. In the heart of Indore stands
the Rajwada, a palace built by Malhar
Rao Holkar in 1747. This imposing
seven-storey structure is now a museum
that showcases the lives of the former
rulers of the city.
It is not often that one gets to witness
something as imposing as the Lalbagh
Palace. Set amid lush gardens, in a

complex more than 70 acres in size,
Lalbagh acts as a place where city
residents come to take a break from
their busy lives. This impressive palace,
is a mixture of Baroque, Palladian and
Renaissance period architectures. Today,
it gives a glimpse of the opulence of
the royalty, with vast, richly-decorated
hallways that include grand chandeliers,
Persian carpets and much more.
The ancient past of the region is best
showcased in the Central Museum which
displays aspects of the heritage sites
around, from Mandsaur to Bagh and
from Mandu to Asirgarh. Indore is also a
foodie’s delight with its Chhapan Dukan
(56 shops) and Sarafa markets being
the city’s favourite spots to hang
around during evening hours. These are
ideal locations to unwind after a
hectic day at work.

ODYSSEY
OFFSHORE

Sleepless
in Macau
Offering a tapestry of sights, sounds and
flavours, Macau is a perfect confluence of
Chinese and European cultures

ACTIVITIES
GALORE

Words & Photographs: Rathina Sankari
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Dragon of Fortune show can be enjoyed at the Rotunda
Atrium where a dragon uncoils and puffs smoke as it rises
from the depths. Symbolic of good fortune, well-being and
vitality, this dragon is a confluence of traditional sculptural
art, modern lighting and audio effects in a dramatic display

M

acau is a classic example
of East meets West.
An
amalgamation
of
European culture from
500 years of Portuguese
colonisation and Oriental culture with
strong Chinese influences, this Special
Administrative Region (SAR) of the
People’s Republic of China, has loads of
surprises for the discerning travellers.
With over 20 ancient monuments and
urban squares, the historic district is
collectively known as The Historic Centre
of Macau and was inscribed on the
World Heritage List in 2005. One of the
world’s richest cities, Macau can be best
explored on a ferry.

One should not miss the renowned House of
Dancing Water show with acrobatics and stunts
designed by Franco Dragone at the in-house theatre
in the City of Dreams. If you are a shopaholic, go
shopping in the high streets of The Venetian

POTPOURRI OF CULTURE
Well-known around the world as a hot
destination for high-rollers, Macau
astonishes tourists with relics, churches,
colourful Portuguese - styled houses and
Azulego, the glazed handmade Portuguese
tiles across cobbled streets. Most streets
have two names each, one in Chinese
and the other in Portuguese. If you have
a penchant for culture and heritage, old
Macau is the place to be. You could head
to A-Ma Temple dedicated to Matsu, the
goddess of seafarers and fishermen.
Legend has it that when Portuguese
sailors landed here for the first time, they
asked the name of the place to which the
natives replied by calling out – A-Ma Gau
meaning Bay of A-Ma Gau or the goddess
of A-Ma. Thus, the Portuguese named the
peninsula as Macao or Macau.
Huge conical incense coils hanging
around one of the oldest and most famous
Taoist temples in the country makes for

It is believed that
when Portuguese
sailors landed here
for the first time,
they enquired about
the name of the
land. The residents
called out ‘A-Ma
Gau’ meaning ‘Bay
of A-Ma’ which, over
time, changed
to Macau
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A

Macau Museum is a
great place to spend a
few hours if you want
to get an insight into
the history, arts and
traditions of Macau.
Walk around the fort to
get a panoramic view
of the old city
a pretty sight. A few steps away is Lilau
Sqaure, under the shade of a huge tree,
which houses a fountain, the remnant of
a natural spring that once existed here.
Do not forget to drink from the fountain
as a popular Portuguese phrase claims
that “one who drinks from Lilau never
forgets Macau.”
Close to Senado Square, the heart of
Macau with its bustling street, is St
Dominic’s Church. Established by three
Spanish Dominican priests, this beautiful
yellow building with green wooden doors
and windows was built in a Baroque style
and is noted for a blend of European and
local Macanese features in its design.
A few steps ahead are the ruins of the
16th century St Paul’s Church which was
destroyed in a fire in the 19th century.
All that remains now is its facade and
the stone stairs. Right next to the church
is the Monte Fort with bastions and
barracks which once were a defence
setup and now houses the Macau
Museum, a great place to spend a few
hours if you want to get an insight into
the history, arts and traditions of Macau.
Walk around the fort to get a panoramic
view of the old city.
UNITY IN DIVERSITY
New Macau is extraordinarily diverse in
comparison to the old town. Those keen on
trying their luck in gaming should head to
the gambling dens at The Venetian, MGM
or the casinos of Grand Lisboa. With an
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WINE and DINE
The gastronomic scene is
quite interesting as you
get to savour a varied
offering of Portuguese,
Cantonese and Chinese
delicacies. The succulent
prawns in tomato sauce
and the African chicken
cooked in onion paste are
specialities of Restaurant
Litoral, renowned for
Macanese cooking. If
you want to indulge your
tastebuds with some
Portuguese delicacies,
head to
A Lorcha. The biscuit
mousse, a specialty of
Macau, is surely not-tobe-missed. At Coloane, do
not forget to buy a box of
egg tarts from Lord Stow’s
Bakery. Other local treats
are soft almond cookies
from Koi Kei and beef jerky
sold at most bakeries

active nightlife, Macau is aptly called the
Gaming Capital of the World. The city also
hosts the unusual greyhound race at the
Macao (Yat Yuen) Canidrome Club, the
only greyhound racing stadium in Asia
with around 120 dogs participating in 18
races for five days every week.
If you are interested in adrenalinepumping activities, head to the Macau
Tower and indulge in a skywalk or bungee
jumping. Another option is to watch the

B

A

The ruins of the
St Paul’s Church

B

Prawns in
tomato sauce
at Restaurant
Litoral
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DO NOT MISS

MACAU FACTS

1

Macau is made of
Macau peninsula
and the islands
Taipa and Coloane.
Taipa and Coloane
are connected by a
landfill called Cotai.
Macau has been
growing in size in
the last few decades
as land is being
reclaimed from sea

If you are an animal lover,
you shouldn’t miss a visit
to the Macau Giant Panda
Pavilion to watch the
cuddly giant pandas, Kai
Kai and Xin Xin

2

Head to MGM for the
underwater event in an
eight metre tall aquarium
called Water Aurora as
divers enter it and feed
schools of fish

3

Lou Lim Ieoc Garden is
modelled on Suzhou, a
classic Chinese garden.
Watch people practice
Tai Chi or stroll on the
bridge across a pond of
flowers

4

For thrill seekers, this
is the ultimate to-do of
Macau. At 233m, the
Macau Tower is currently
the world’s highest
bungee jump
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Macanese are those
born to a Chinese
mother and a
Portuguese father

Cars with two
number plates
are seen plying in
Macau, one issued
by the Chinese
government and
the other by Macau

C

Most people in
Macau speak
Cantonese, a
Chinese dialect

C

Macau Grand Prix in action as motorcycles
and cars zip across the twisted Guia street
circuit of Macau if you happen to be in
the city around November. Otherwise,
experience the rush of Formula 3 racing at
the Grand Prix Museum by trying your hand
at one of the simulators.
Another interesting option is the
1,400 sq m Wine Museum that offers
information not only about wine but also
aims to recreate the atmosphere of wine
production, showing visitors traditional
and modern tools used in the process. The
museum is divided into different areas –
historical information, wine cellar, museum
and exhibitions – and uses maps, texts,
photos, tiles and videos, among other
mediums, to relate the history of wine.

C

Gondola ride at
The Venetian

D

D

Macau Grand Prix
Museum

Behold Bewitching Waterfalls

ETHIPOTHALA
NAGARJUNASAGAR

D

rive down an amazing trail from the magni�cent Nagarjunasagar dam and you
reach the breathtakingly beautiful Ethipothala Waterfalls. Located about
22km east of Nagarjunakonda and 11km downstream from the Nagarjunasagar dam
are these beautiful waterfalls, set in a lush green valley. These refreshing falls, about
60ft high, originate from the Chandravanka river. The sparkling river cascades here
from a height of 21.3 meters into a lagoon, and �ows on through a verdant valley much
frequented by tourists. The Ethipothala waterfalls are a radiant sight of the power and
beauty of nature. There are also some cave temples in the area, worshiped by the local
people. The lovely lagoon created here is a crocodile breeding centre where you can get a
fascinating glimpse of these reptiles from close quarters in their natural habitat.
Ethipothala is also a picturesque and impressive picnic spot. The waterfalls are
illuminatedintheeveningswithdynamiclightingwhichisanawesomesighttobehold.

Ethipothala Falls

Guntur

www.aptourism.gov.in
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A

A

A colourful wall
hanging made
from jute

B

A jute sari which
looks classy and
elegant

Fibre of
the Future
In today’s environment-conscious fashion world, acceptability
and appreciation for green, natural and shiny jute is
increasingly gaining ground
Words: Shalini Mitra

E
B
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co-friendly is the new buzzword
in the world of fashion, courtesy
the growing interest and
awareness about environment
and sustainability. Designers,
world over, have realised that fashion and
nature can co-exist and thus are using
natural fabrics in their collections. In fact,
international fashion labels like Stella

McCartney and Clare Vivier are increasingly
designing eco-friendly garments and home
utility products.
FAVOURITE OF FASHION DESIGNERS
Jute is the new kid on the fashion block.
No more considered a crude material
used to make gunny bags, jute is favoured
for factors like high bio-degradability and

For Franchise/
Partner Queries,

As seen in estetica magazine *T & C Apply

please contact franchise@monsoonsalon.com

BriDAL MAkeuP
FestivAL
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DOWNLOAD APP
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Earthy and
Elegant
“The need of the hour
is to make clothes with
eco-friendly materials
and jute is the best
option,” says Mumbaibased designer Shikha
Singhal. Little wonder
then that silk saris
with jute borders are
becoming a rage with
the fashion-conscious.
“Jute weaving patterns
lend an earthy touch to
the saris making it and
the wearer look elegant
and stylish,” says sari
designer Manjula Singh.
That saris with natural
fibres with jute are in
great demand globally
is confirmed by the Jute
Weavers Association
of Anakaputhur (Tamil
Nadu) that weaves more
than a hundred saris
a month on demand.
Similarly, pashmina
shawls are now being
blended with jute to
create unique designs.
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C

eco-friendliness. Fashion designer and
writer Prabha Mohanty was one of the
first persons to recognise the beauty and
utility of jute. She showcased it in her
very first collection and earned herself the
reputation of being the country’s pioneer
“green designer” who converted the humble
sack cloth into a high-end fashion garment.
Jute’s shiny and natural golden colour is
what most designers find most appealing.
Designer Ashish Soni, known for his men’s
only collections, says, “Jute blends easily
with silk and cotton and lends them a
unique touch.” To make jute softer in feel
and elegant in look, it is often mixed with
rayon, acrylic and wool which accentuate
a garment’s resilience, durability and
appearance.

SOFT AND WARM
The credit for making jute climb up the
social ladder could be given to Kolkatabased National Institute of Research
on Jute and Allied Fibre Technology
(NIRJAFT). The institution introduced a
technology to reduce the coarseness of
jute to make it softer and more malleable.
Fashion designers have confirmed jute
is ideal for the winter months as it has
thermal retention qualities. Earlier, wool
was used extensively to create garments in
the West to counter cold as it is a protein
fibre. Jute (burlap or hessian) is lately
being mixed with wool to make winter-wear
cost effective as well as warmer. To make
it feel as soft as wool, jute is treated with
caustic soda to enhance its appearance,
pliability and softness.

C

Handmade
jute bags at
the Kolkata
handicrafts fair

D

Jute can be
used to make
a plethora of
products

D
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IRRESISTIBLE
APPEAL
Besides appealing to
fashion designers, jute’s
golden shimmer and
biodegradability has lured
accessory designers too.
Scarves, buttons, neckties,
belts and bags created
from pure jute and jute
mixed with other fibres
are now being sold at
branded stores. Footwear
made with raw jute has
become a rage with the
eco and fashion-conscious
generation.

E

E

Trim wall
hanging

F

Cushion covers
with jute
patterns

G

Gunny bags and
shoes made
from raw jute

G

Jewellery designers have
been unable to resist the
appeal of jute too. Jute
costume and fashion
jewellery is increasingly
catching the fancy of
buyers as it goes well with
both casual and party
wear. “Jute jewellery
makes the user stand out
in the crowd, simply for its
elegance and earthiness,”
says Ria Mittal, an admirer
of eco-friendly products.

VERSATILE AND AFFORDABLE
Jute’s affordability coupled with its versatility
is what makes it popular with most fashion
and textile designers. NIFT graduate and
Delhi-based furnishing designer Aishwarya
explains, “It is easy to use jute yarns because
they are lightweight and affordable. Jute has
high tensile strength and low extensibility.
Jute also ensures better breathability of
fabrics. Intricate designs can be easily made
on handcrafted products like wall hangings,
handbags, blankets, cushion covers and
upholstery.”
GOLDEN SHIMMER
Jute is also known as “golden fibre”
because it is extracted from the bark of the
white jute plant which has a golden and
silky shine. “The artistic appeal of jutemade materials is very earthy and unique,”
adds Aishwarya. American furnishing firm
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Ballard Designs sells amazingly beautiful
jute rugs in many sizes and patters which
are an elegant balance of natural textures
and geometric styles. The firm makes
100 per cent jute curtains, chair coverings
and carpets with complex and coiled jute
braids. Soft and durable, jute rugs and
carpets are often blended with chenille to
make them softer.
JUST BAG IT
A significant increase in the demand for
jute wine bottle bags is a sure sign of
popularity of this versatile fibre. Winemaking companies are designing attractive
jute bags for visitors to the wineries.
Elegant and hydrocarbon-free jute bags with
attractive handles made of jute, wooden or
cane strings are fast replacing plastic bags.
What’s more, these bags are treated with
vegetable oil and are odour-free.

KALEIDOSCOPE
HERITAGE

The Royal Citadel
The 14th-century Feroz Shah Kotla complex, the first of the capitals to be built on
the banks of River Yamuna, has a verdant charm of its own even today
Words : Saurabh Tankha

O

ne of the oldest monuments
in the National Capital,
Feroz Shah Kotla is
situated on Bahadur Shah
Zafar Marg, overlooking
New Delhi on one side and Old Delhi
on the other. A narrow lane passing
through Delhi Gate and ITO takes you to
this Archaeological Survey of Indiaprotected monument and a huge iron
gate leads you into it.
Back in 1354 when the then Turkish
Muslim ruler of the Tughlaq dynasty,
Feroz Shah Tughlaq, established
Ferozabad here, as the capital
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of Delhi Sultanate, it was a thickly
fortified citadel enclosing a vibrant city
comprising palaces, gardens, mosques
and madarsas built for both the royalty
and the common man. Feroz Shah moved
his capital here from Tughlaqabad owing
to acute scarcity of water in that region,
a problem the mighty River Yamuna
solved for them. Ferozabad was also
the first of the capitals to be built on the
banks of Yamuna as the earlier cities
were constructed more towards the
southern side.
It is remarkable that despite facing
many a plundering by successive

Ashoka Pillar
in Feroz Shah
Kotla complex

KALEIDOSCOPE
HERITAGE

A

B

Fast
Facts
Location
Bahadur Shah
Zafar Road,
New Delhi
Nearest Metro
Station
Pragati Maidan
Open
Seven days a
week
Timings
Sunrise to
sunset

invaders, this fort complex stands
tall, narrating history to its visitors till
date. Significantly and sadly, it served
as the source of raw material for the
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construction of the cities of Din Panah,
Shergarh and Shahjahanabad which led
to its ruin. But the place has a verdant
charm of its own even today. The 15-m

A

Feroz Shah
Kotla Fort

B

A baoli in the
complex

high fort walls, though with missing top
parapets, beckon you. The huge lawns
in the front, back and along the sides,
marked with age-old trees offer a quiet
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FEROZ SHAH
KOTLA STADIUM
Situated next to
this monument
is the second
oldest functional
international cricket
stadium in India,
Feroz Shah Kotla
Stadium. Established
in 1883, it is owned
and operated by
Delhi District Cricket
Association (DDCA).
India has remained
undefeated in Test
matches for nearly
three decades and for
over a decade in OneDay Internationals
as of January 2016
at Kotla. It is also
famous for Anil
Kumble’s 10-wicket
haul in an innings
against Pakistan
in 1999 and Sachin
Tendulkar’s 35th Test
century to overtake
Sunil Gavaskar as
the batsman with
most International
Test centuries. The
stadium is also the
home venue of the
Delhi Daredevils
cricket team of the
Indian Premier
League since 2008
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paradise against the hustle and bustle of
the city outside these walls. Stand atop
the fort engulfed in its ancient charm and
witness the modern-day Delhi bursting at
its seams. Old and new co-exist at this
point. Where else would you find such an
enchanting dichotomy?
One of the most prominent structures
inside the Kotla complex is the Ashoka
Pillar, the 13-m high pristine sandstone
structure that was brought to Delhi on the
orders of Feroz Shah from Topra in Ambala
(Haryana) to be reinstalled here. This
monolith is one of the many constructed
by the Mauryan emperor Ashoka during
his reign. So enchanted was Tughlaq by
the beauty of this pillar that he got a threestorey pyramidical building constructed
around it to support this beautiful piece of
architecture.
The Ashoka Pillar has a diameter of
97 cm at the bottom and 65 cm at the
top. It was re-erected at its present
location in 1356. Back then, the pillar
had eight-domed chhatris at the top
with a stone lion at each corner. It
also had ornamental friezes in black
and white stones and a gilded copper
cupola. All of that is missing today, but

Feroz Shah
Kotla Cricket
Stadium

even in its state of ruins, it is regarded
as one of the most important edifices
of historical importance. The pillar
had several edicts, in Brahmi, Pali and
Sanskrit, regarding Ashoka’s principles
of governance inscribed on it; those
can be seen till today albeit in a faded
form. Sometime during 1837, British
antiquary James Prinsep translated the
vernacular inscriptions to English.
How such a huge structure was
transported from Topra also makes for
an interesting read. Notably, the pillar
was wrapped in silk cotton and encased
in reed and raw skins to protect it from
damage. It was then placed in a 42-wheel
carriage. As many as 200 men pulled the
carriage with thick ropes to move it to
the banks of Yamuna. From here, the
pillar was transferred to large boats and
then transported to Delhi.
Apart from the Ashoka Pillar, the fort
complex has a circular baoli (step-well)
and a Jami Masjid. While the baoli is outof-bounds for visitors now, Jami Masjid
is frequented even today. Especially on
Thursdays, the place gets swarmed with
people of all religious faiths and walks of
life who come here to pray.

PEOPLE
PERSONALITY

‘Music
is my
life’
With back-to-back
smashing hits,
Kanika Kapoor is
creating waves as
a playback singer
Words: Jaideep Panday

I

t is not every day that your debut
song tops the charts, goes on to
become the Song of the Year, wins
you a Filmfare award and helps
you receive critical acclaim from
one and all. So it happened for Kanika
Kapoor with her maiden playback effort,
Baby Doll, in Ragini MMS2. She followed
it up with hits like Lovely and Kamlee for
Happy New Year; Chittiyaan Kalaiyaan
for Roy; Nachan Farate for All Is Well;
Neendein Khul Jaati Hain for Hate Story
3 and Jab Chaye Mera Jadoo for Main Aur
Charles. A tête-à-tête with the Lucknowborn singer.
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Did you always want to become
a singer?
I started learning classical
music at the age of six from late
Pt Ganesh Prasad Mishraji of
Banaras gharana. For the next 12
years, five days a week, I trained
under him after returning from
school. It was due to his blessings
and teachings that I was singing
for All India Radio at the age of 11.
And since then, music has been
my life.
Does your classical background
help you sing studio hits like
Baby Doll and Chittiyaan
Kalaiyaan?
Though people have a perception
that these songs are easy to sing, a
lot of effort goes into making them
feel soulful and rich. My classical
background indeed helps me do
justice to such songs.
Any plans to sing Sufi songs?
My next solo is, in fact, a Sufi song
called akhiya.
Do we get to see you on screen
anytime soon?
I am appearing in a few music
videos which will soon release...

Actresses you would like to lend
your voice for?
I have always wanted to sing for
Rekhaji. But I am not sure if that
will ever happen as she rarely
takes up acting assignments now.
You come across as a reserved
person, someone who takes time
to mix around...
I prefer knowing a person before
making friends with him or her.
It is a defence mechanism that
I have adopted to ascertain the
trustworthiness of a person.
You have stayed in London for
long and also performed there.
How was the response from the
audiences there?
Audiences in London always
praised my performances which
did a lot of good to my confidence.
Whom do you attribute your
success to?
I feel blessed to have had late
Pt Ganesh Prasad Mishraji as
my guru. And then my father who
always believed in my abilities as a
singer. Also, Ekta Kapoor who had
loved my voice in Jugni and gave
me the chance to sing Baby Doll.

MY
FAVOURITES

FOOD
North Indian
delicacies,
especially
dal-chawal
DESIGNER
Rohit Bal
ATTIRE
Indian

I have always wanted to sing for
Rekhaji. But I am not sure if that will
ever happen as she rarely takes up
acting assignments now
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Celebrating

Love

Romantic, platonic or filial, love can be of many
different types. We celebrate this month of love
with glimpses of some charming portraits which
define love in its purest and truest form

UNCONDITIONAL
LOVE
Being a mother is
tough but it sure is
the most rewarding
experience a woman
can have. A mother
has endless and
unconditional love for
her child, no matter
what the child’s age
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SIBLING LOVE
Only a sibling
can love like a
father, care like
a mother and
support like a
friend
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DADDY’S LI’L
PRINCESS
Father-daughter bond
is the greatest one for a
girl. Daddy is a girl’s first
hero, and her first love.
And he is the standard
against whom she will
judge all men
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A FRIEND FOREVER
A dog doesn’t care if you are
rich or poor, smart or not.
Give a piece of your heart
and he
give his| February
whole 2016
72will
| Vistara

AGELESS LOVE

It is not love, if it is not forever.
True love has no expiry date. Be
with someone who enjoys your
madness, from dawn to dusk
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Monthly Forecast
aries

leo

sagittarius

Mar 21 - Apr 19

July 23 - Aug 22

Nov 22 - Dec 21

An increase in income is indicated this month. If you
happen to be a businessman, expansion and success
is expected through new contracts. Be cautious
about your and your child’s health. You may face
tension due to your child’s education.
Lucky Numbers: 1 and 10
Lucky Colours: Orange, Rust and Apricot

Your life partner lends unconditional support as
you face health and wealth-related issues. Don’t
lose heart as financial problems co-exist with new
opportunities. You are likely to change your job or
home soon.
Lucky Numbers: 2, 11 and 20
Lucky Colours: Apricot, Orange and Burgundy

You influence others by your wise decisions and achieve
success on the political front. However, there are
indications of lack of domestic happiness. Journeys
may prove fruitful. Avoid taking risks on the
financial front.
Lucky Numbers: 9, 18 and 26
Lucky Colours: Grey, Dove and Black

taurus

virgo

capricorn

Apr 20 - May 20

Aug 23 - Sep 22

Dec 22 - Jan 19

Try not to involve yourself in anyone’s matters as
it can lead to unnecessary disputes. You may find
difficulty in accumulation of wealth. If you happen to
be a businessman, do not lend money to anyone else
you may have difficulty in getting it back
Lucky Numbers: 2, 11 and 20
Lucky Colours: Red, Pink and Scarlet

Tension or differences with children is highly possible
as are business losses. Certain issues with life
partner are also indicated. You may have to go on an
unplanned journey that will prove beneficial. Avoid
taking any decision in a hurry.
Lucky Numbers: 4, 13 and 22
Lucky Colours: Pink, Peach and Coral

If you own a business, financial inflow is indicated from
more than one source. New relationships develop and
you may feel inclined towards a person of the opposite
gender. If you are planning to work on a project, delay
the same as it may not give favourable results.
Lucky Numbers: 6, 15 and 24
Lucky Colours: Lavender, Violet and Plum

gemini

libra

aquarius

May 21 - June 20

Sep 23 - Oct 22

Jan 20 - Feb 18

Avoid arguments with a close family member or a
friend by handling the situation logically and
wisely. Though you are likely to have good
earnings this month, your expenses will be on
the higher side.
Lucky Numbers: 6, 33 and 42
Lucky Colours: Yellow, Marigold and Rust

You manage to succeed on the educational front but
only after a few hiccups. Closeness in love relations are
indicated and are likely to convert into marriage soon.
Pregnant women should take special care of themselves.
Keep a check on your expenses.
Lucky Numbers: 7, 16 and 25
Lucky Colours: Olive, Lime Green and Teal

cancer

scorpio

June 21 - July 22
You enter one of the most favourable periods on the
financial, health, children and education fronts. Hard
work plays a major role in your success as does luck,
but in the second half of the month. Work hard if
participating in a competition.
Lucky Numbers: 5, 23 and 34
Lucky Colours: Royal Blue, Cobalt and Navy Blue

Oct 23 - Nov 21
There are indications of unexpected financial
gains but avoid taking risks. Chances of problems
or differences with life partner are indicated
which may leave you tense. Journeys prove
beneficial.
Lucky Numbers: 8, 17 and 26
Lucky Colours: Pink, Magenta and Coral

Your enemies try to overpower you so avoid getting
involved in a dispute. There are chances of a decline
in domestic differences with life partner. There are
indications of obstacles on the financial front too.
Avoid taking decisions in excitement or anger.
Lucky Numbers: 5, 14 and 23
Lucky Colours: Blue, Teal and Turquoise

pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20
You manage to strike the right balance between
your expenses and your income. There are
indications of long-distance travel. Avoid
indulging in arguments with everyone. Take care
of your eyesight this month.
Lucky Numbers: 3, 12 and 21
Lucky Colours: Brown, Tan and Chocolate

JAI MADAAN TAROT CARD READER
The specific arrangement of planets and stars at the time of your birth makes you unique. Uncover the real you and find out your destiny, through the predictions by tarot
card reader Jai Madaan. “Astrology can help guide you through your troubled emotions and clouded thoughts, by offering a reflection of your past, present and possible
future and showing you a fresh perspective on your life”, she says. See what she has to share about your sign and your cosmic map, as the Almighty has constructed.
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MIRACLES OF

NUMEROLOGY
SANDHIYA MEHHTA
Numerologist and
Vastu Consultant

Sandhiya Mehta is a Ace Numerologist, vast expert and now a worldwide brand
who represents success and growth, for herself and for people she counsels. She
has expanded the numerological field with her research and knowledge, and with
advanced experiences has helped her to help every human soul in return, to guide
them to their enchanting dreams, gain power over their fortunes and to come alive.
With an aura of bright lights and her charismatic personality, she has achieved of
what many dream. She is in the field for more than thirty years, and in this journey
has helped and exchanged energies and ideas, guided people to lead better lives,
has received dozens of honours and recognitions, like ‘The Nari Ratna award, Indira
Gandhi Priyadarshani Award, Rastriya Ratan award, Mahila Shiromani award, 4p
Brand recognitions, ‘The Global Indian Leaders excellence award and many more
such appreciations.
————Nume
Numerology is the most accurate predictive science, and has evolved from the ages
of people counting stars as numerical references to today where we add up all the
calculations and we have an outcome that guides you to the events in your life, and
stay prepared for them.“To a person who seeks success, my system will bring
success, happiness and prosperity. And to those who are already successful it will
bring sustainability, positive reinforcements, further success and introduce to a
new and higher perspective and lifestyle.”
The Journey to my methods
“I am someone who has evolved, and with every step of my life have just tried to be
better in what I love, I don't just predict your future, I communicate, consult and
help you empower your energies.”
Every person is having an energy, a combination and each combination is different,
hence they have only certain types of energy and lack other ones. This is what
makes us human, that we can’t be perfect but we have to strive to be. My exclusive
research and study of missing numbers in your birth graph helps me to determine
what are the strong energies that I can see in you and uplift the missing energies
to suit to your dreams and ambitions. With my years or research and extremely
positive results, I help these missing energies in your graph. Its like providing
nutrition to a body, by way of simple remedies and self improvement tools that I
have developed by myself.
Spotlight: Do not be afraid to know your future in 2016
When we consult for your future, we wont just discuss the negatives, we all
evaluate your positives and the forces you can trust. This helps everyone to know
a certain degree of their energies, and helps you work with them to channelize
them into right direction. I suggest don't be afraid, take a plunge and be aware
about yourself. As they say, “Buddha wasn't enlightened, he was aware”
The curious case of 4 & 8
“In my research, nearly 70% people are connected to these numbers, and this loop
then influences your further generations too.’
One usually guards themselves because we have all heard a lot about
disappointments and delays, sorrows and hardships of 4 & 8 and with 7 they form
a trio of these energies. But I see them powerful steroids, to be handled carefully.
Then I will channelize it to positive planning and maximise your fortune’s profits.
Feel blessed if you belong to them, we will empower your life and, learn through 4
& 8 and reap more fruits of your hard work than you would have previously did.
Handle your energies well, because only in the right hands they will empower with
4 & 8.

Follow us for daily predictions:

@SandhiyaMehta

Sandhiya.Mehhta

Is life simpler without 4 & 8: The other side of the story
Individually every number has its massive merits but if it doesn’t get the support of
your fadic/destiny number it cannot do much for you. 1, 9, 5 & 3 are very powerful
numbers and should get magnanimous success as per individual calculations, but
if you are still struggling and have faced certain problems you should try and
understand your state of energies and detangle the web, to create a free path for
your future.
“A bright star has its own energy, but lighting a lamp in the dark is much more
meaningful.” We all are a mix of many numbers, their combinations play us
differently and affects us differently. We have to empower these combinations in
our fortune, to achieve what is extraordinary, which makes us exemplary
individuals, that help themselves and in addition help their families, society, help
someone in need who looks unto you.
“We have seen the sunrise, but to feel the warmth of it we have to wake up every
day.” And every one of us should strive to be more than what we can be, I do so, so
should you. And let My Numerology help you and prepare you for this serene but
extraordinary life.
My advice
“Knowledge empowers you, and there is nothing more powerful than to understand
yourself, your potentials, what holds you back, what drives you forward.” I provide
you this knowledge about yourself, though numerology. Knowledge about
finances, career, turnaround years, lucky dates, months, years, things that help you
have a strong backup plan for everything in life. “No mantra, fasting, name changes
singularly guarantees you anything. Ultimately its you who has to foresee the
future, and I help you to do so.” Follow a simplistic solution that I call Sandhiya
Meh
Mehhta’s remedy system, and we will work on your energies and align them in the
right direction
The Success road ahead
There is a Buddhist saying, “You yourself must strive; the Buddha’s just point the
way.”
There are no criteria to evaluate what the results of the remedies are; I just believe
in helping who believe in the power of universe. If you believe in yourself and the
universe let me just show you a direction, you yourself will lead on the right path
and achieve the results within no desired time. I have received tremendous positive
feedbacks to have faith in the universe myself.
“I am not god; I just understand my field of work and use it to help people, guide
them and provide them with some efficient ways to be happy, peaceful,
ever-glorious and a good part of our society & I continue to achieve results with all
my clients."- Sandhiya Mehhta.

háß>ßYÁ¹Óµ¹h½à=ÖòßàÁÁ¶ßàÂßh¹ÓÁîhÖßñÁåÖß½=½Ykßßę Á½hòß åµàhÖĘģbß
chíhµÁÓhdßTòß-=½cñ>ß hà>ßîàßhíhÖòßYÁ½Úåµà=àÁ¾Ôģ
For any further personalised details about yourself or your family, children,
guidelines to positive living, numerological analysis of yourself and SANDHIYA
MEHHTA’S REMEDY tools, write in or call up on the following:
Sandhiya Mehhta / Yellow soul
+91 – 9819921673, +91 9769071673
HO: Mumbai: 022-26371670, 71
Delhi: +91-9654483695
Email: contact.yellowsoul@gmail.com
Website: www.yellowsoul.in

NOTE: We really appreciate your interest in this article and look further to hear
from you. Please let someone else read this article after you and kindly do not
tear of the page. You can take a note of the contact details and feel free to
communicate. Rise and shine.
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The
Dreamers
With a passion for travel and innovation, these
five entrepreneurs are shaking India’s
travel scene
Words: Ankit Kandoi & Aditi Shinde

I
ONLINE
TRAVEL
LANDSCAPE

ncredibly diverse geographical
boundaries have made India a
sphere of experimentation with
innumerable possibilities for travel
enthusiasts. As the country’s
travel and tourism sector has been
witnessing a rapid boom in recent years,
talented entrepreneurs have introduced
innovative ideas and changed the way we
look at it. Their dream to do something
different for travel aficionados has made
the concept of travelling an experience
to cherish forever. Contemplating upon
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5000+ downloads

https://www.asmallworld.com/
UNIQUE POINTS: One can become a
member by paying a nominal fee. Every
application is scanned thoroughly, lending
an exclusive appeal

Say’s Law of “supply creates its own
demand”, these young and enthusiastic
entrepreneurs offer options to make
travel more comfortable and practical.
Utilising technological advancements,
they offer in-depth information about
various interesting destinations in the
country. These entrepreneurs, who
started from scratch, have now reached
at the top of their game and are shaking
India’s travel scene. We list five such
start ups which promise to add value to
your travel plans.

https://www.girlsonthegoclub.com/
UNIQUE POINTS: Covers Indian cities
as well as exotic destinations such
as Ladakh, Nagaland, Egypt, Spain,
Antarctica etc

CHITRA GURNANI
DAGA
co-founder
thrillophilia.com

With clientele ranging
from Google, Reliance
Industries, Accenture and
Mercedes Benz to name
a few, adventure travel
portal thrillophilia.com
was co-founded by Chitra
Gurnani Daga with husband
Abhishek in 2009. Chitra,
an Indian School of
Business (ISB) graduate,
acts as the portal’s CEO.
USP: thrillophilia.com offers
around 6,000 activity-based
tours and 1,000 offbeat
travel experiences besides
having a core member
explorer team that travels
the length and breadth of
the country to handpick the
best local experiences for
its customers.

SAURABH JAIN
co-founder
padhaaro.com

10,000+ downloads

https://www.thrillophilia.com/
UNIQUE POINTS: Currently offers
2,500+ tours and activities from
1,200+ global suppliers and tour
operators

100000+ downloads

https://www.padhaaro.com/

https://www.tripoto.com/

UNIQUE POINTS: Covers 19
cities in India and is the
country’s first greeter network

UNIQUE POINTS: Connect with
like-minded global travellers
and reach out to thousands
of them directly

It was in January 2012 that
Saurabh Jain, along with
co-founder Ish Jindal, came
up with padhaaro.com to
offer customised tours of
numerous Indian cities.
Each of these trips is
led by experienced and
friendly locals which the
organisation chooses
to term as “greeters”.
These “greeters” follow
the concept of Atithi
Devo Bhava and offer an
enriching experience to the
travellers by leading them
to exquisite spots in a city.

BUSINESS
SUCCESS

SABINE HELLER

PIYA BOSE

ceo
asmallworld.com

founder
girlsonthegoclub.com

Success comes to those
who dare to think out-ofthe-box and Sabine Heller
of asmallworld.com is
one such name that oozes
inspiration for budding
entrepreneurs. Heller, 36,
is the president and CEO
of the invitation-only social
network for online travel
and lifestyle community,
A Small World.

Following her passion to
explore the world, former
corporate lawyer Piya
Bose realised that her true
calling lay far beyond the
world of law into a world
full of exotic destinations.
Quitting a high paying job,
she started living the life
of a traveller and exploring
new places.

USP: Founded in 2004,
asmallworld.com is a
platform where like-minded
individuals across the globe
share their experiences
along with exchanging
travel recommendations. An
international, membersonly travel and lifestyle
club asmallworld.com has
a membership of 250,000
members.

USP: With the objective
of encouraging women
to travel more without
mulling over their
safety, Piya started
girlsonthegoclub.com, a
platform that conducts and
customises trips for solo
women travellers.

MICHAEL PARGAL
LYNGDOH
co-founder
tripoto.com

Preparing itineraries is
one of the most confusing
and tedious jobs when it
comes to travelling. ISB
graduates Michael Pargal
Lyngdoh and his partner
Anirudh Gupta, introduced
tripoto.com in 2014 to
create an ecosystem where
travellers from across the
world share their travel
stories.
USP: From conducting city
tours to wildlife safaris,
tripoto.com’s USP rests
in its systematic way
of mapping real travel
experiences of the travellers
and transforming them into
itineraries, thus making
life a piece of cake for the
enthusiastic travellers.

