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VISTARA EXPERIENCE

Maintaining Excellence
Vistara is an airline that has always set out to create
benchmarks in the industry. Right from the start,
our approach has been to strive for excellence in
operations and service delivery. We have introduced
many avant-garde and industry-first offerings
such as our trendsetting Premium Economy class,
innovative menu, unique value based FFP (Club
Vistara), signature lounge, Starbucks coffee on-board,
Vistara Freedom Fares and much more. As a result,
the goodwill and love of all stakeholders naturally
follows Vistara, with the most credible publications,
industry bodies and consumer platforms recognising
us with superlative award titles such as India’s best
and the most-loved airline. But resting on laurels is
certainly not something we, at Vistara, believe in.
To consistently stay ahead of the curve, we know
that it is extremely important to keep enhancing the
customer value proposition.

to showcase some of the most stunning works of art
around the world. The cover borrows inspiration from
the thriving counter-cultural scenes in Singapore and
features an artistic metal sculpture titled ‘Momentum’
created by David Gerstein.
The magazine brings together ever evolving, topical
and inspiring tales of art from around the world. Be it
some of the most beautiful art-inspired destinations
such as the coastal city of Napier on pages 66-70 or
technology that seamlessly blurs the line between
art and imagination with the latest technological
innovations in Japan on pages 36-44, there’s
something for everyone in our magazine. Get to
know more about Ayush Kasliwal, the man behind the
famous Mudras, as exhibited on the wall of Terminal
3 of Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi,
in our personality feature on pages 72-74. Take a
virtual tour of the 175-year-old Khotachiwadi heritage
village in Mumbai, juxtaposed against the fast pace
and bustling vibe of the city on pages 26-32. And,
what is travel if you cannot bring back a piece of your
memory and experience to remind you of the priceless
moments spent during your vacation. Our Story
Frames feature acquaints you with some of the most
cherished and unique souvenirs around the world on
pages 86-94.

Bringing you some of the most creative and
interesting pieces of writing that enriches your soul
is yet another form of customer service that we are
extremely proud of. Your response has always been
overwhelming. As Vistara continues to grow, its inflight magazine will also experience necessary creative
evolution to stay updated with the times.
Art inspires life. Art is transformative. And, art is in
everything around us. Our magazine this month has
been carefully curated and beautifully put together
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We hope you enjoy reading the magazine as much as
we loved putting it together.
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Support your employees
every step of the way on their
journey to parenthood
Awarded the

Best Maternity Program
at World HRD Congress, 2017

About UnitedHealthcare India (UHCI)
UHCI is a part of UnitedHealth Group (UHG), a Fortune 5
company, dedicated to helping people live healthier lives
and helping make the health system work better for everyone.
UHG is Ranked No. 1 in the insurance and managed care
category on Fortune’s 2018 list of the “World’s Most Admired
Companies” for eight consecutive years.
For over 15 years, UHCI has been working with employers in
India to help them manage their employees’ health and wellness
needs.

• Trusted by 300+ corporates in India, with an
employee base of 1.3 million
• Supported by an extensive network of
4,000+ hospitals
• Over 3,500 diagnostic services

Over 48%* of working
women under the age of 30
take a break in their careers,
citing maternity as the top reason.
CareNine is a customized maternity program for
your employees to help them through all stages of
pregnancy and delivery. The program provides
personalized consultations from gynecologists,
nutritionists, life coaches, case managers and
fitness experts, along with online education
material.
The program helps you
• Increase employee retention post childbirth
•

Support back-to-work transition for
returning mothers

•

Minimize absenteeism and reduce impact
on productivity

•

Reduce utilization of high-cost
pregnancy care

•

Improve employee engagement
* https://www.thehindu.com/education/careers/Can%E2%80%98maternity-coaching%E2%80%99-check-attrition-rate/
article17102877.ece

To request for a
customized maternity
Or
program for your
organization write in to
us at
carenine@uhcindia.com

Utilize calendars,
reminders and digital
knowledge repository to

EDUCATE

your employees, to help them
make better health and life
choices

Personalized
counseling by experts to

GUIDE

your employees throughout
pregnancy and post-partum

Dedicated case managers to

REASSURE

your employees at every step
of their journey to parenthood

Scan the QR code
QR code instructions:
1. Download/open a QR reader
app in your smartphone
2. Use the app to scan the QR
code on the left

To know more about
UnitedHealthcare and its
services write in to

carenine@uhcindia.com
or
sales@uhcindia.com
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On The Cover

WHAT'S INSIDE

The cover features an
artistic metal sculpture
created by David Gerstein
titled 'Momentum'. The
installation symbolises
Singapore's high energy
and a continuous cycle
of progress.
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Read more on pages 58-64
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50

36

PERSPECTIVE
A collage of happenings from the
world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

18 Potpourri

TRAVEL

There is no better way to learn
than travelling. Vistara explores
new horizons and destinations

26 Bleisure: Mumbai
36 Offshore: Japan
50 Off Beat: Mandalay,
Myanmar

58 Leisure: Singapore
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FOR THE FIRST TIME,
THERE’S A ROOF THAT COMPLEMENTS
YOUR HOME.
JSW Everglow is a revolutionary roofing technology with colour
on the inside for the first time. That's what makes it a perfect
match for your home and your sensibilities.

YEAR

Toll-free No: 1800-225-225
www.jsweverglow.in
jsweverglow@jsw.in
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QUALITY
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CHRONICLES
Exploring the bygone era and fascinating legends

66 Napier, New Zealand

PEOPLE
Encounters with fascinating people from various
walks of life

72 Ayush Kasliwal

WE CARE
Exploring initiatives of an NGO

80 Katha India

STORY FRAMES
Showcasing stunning images from different
facets of life

86 Souvenirs from across the world
Download the Vistara
magazine app

facebook.com/
AirVistara
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Scan this QR code from your
smart phone to visit our app

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

THE SOCIAL BUZZ
The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in social media and
our followers can’t stop talking about Vistara

Winners of the Vistara Quiz (Januar y 2019 issue)
Answer 1: Three
Gitanjali Maria
Akshata Gavali
Sanchit Arora

Answer 2: Wingardium Leviosa
Urmi Lahiry
Neeraj Vashisth
Uma Dey Sarkar
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Answer 3: JRD Tata
Darshan Gurav
Abhishek Dave
Abhishek Roy

VISTARA EXPERIENCE
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perspective
IN PASSING

POTPOURRI
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

This Month That Year
February 1990 was a landmark month in South
African history. After spending 27 years in prison,
anti-apartheid crusader Nelson Mandela was
released from prison on February 11. Massive
crowds came to witness this historic moment, which
was also broadcast across the world.

Sculpture Park at Nahargarh Fort
The Sculpture Park at Madhavendra Palace in Nahargarh Fort has always
provided art lovers travelling to Jaipur with a great opportunity to appreciate
absorbing artistic displays by leading Indian and international artists. Now for
its latest edition, curated by Peter Nagy, Director of Nature Morte Art, the Park
has collaborated with multiple art museums across the world to source the
artworks, many of which will be displayed for the first time. A much spoken
about exhibit, that will soon be added to the collection, is being designed
by celebrated British artist Richard Long. Made from the locally available red
sandstone, this sculpture will be positioned prominently in the main courtyard
of the palace.

VISTARA QUIZ
Question 1: Name the pilots who flew the first A320neo test flight.
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.
Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.
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Art in the Digital Age
The ‘Let’s Get Lost’ installation made its debut at
Bowdoin College Museum of Art, in United States
recently. The installation establishes the physical
parameters that pull out the invisible sounds embedded
in Listening Glass, a complementary installation. Visitors
can download an application on their phone to uncover
the musical notes in the installation. The application
uncovers the sound when visitors hold their phones up
towards the installation.

SE T THE
RIGHT
TONES

(

)

perspective
IN PASSING

MOVIE OF THE MONTH

Gully Boy
Directed by: Zoya Akhtar
Cast: Ranveer Singh, Alia Bhatt,
Kalki Koechlin

Release Date: February 14, 2019

A coming-of-age musical drama based on
the lives of street rappers in Mumbai.

The Lego Movie 2:
The Second Part

Sonchiraiya

X-Men: Dark Phoenix

Directed by: Abhishek Chaubey

Directed by: Simon Kinberg
Cast: Sophie Turner, Olivia

Elizabeth Banks

Cast: Manoj Bajpayee, Sushant
Singh Rajput, Bhumi Pednekar,
Ashutosh Rana

Release Date: February 08, 2019

Release Date: March 01, 2019

Release Date: February 14, 2019

Directed by: Mike Mitchell
Cast: Alison Brie, Chris Pratt,

Vistara |
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Munn, James McAvoy,
Jennifer Lawrence

*Release dates are subject to change

BOLLYWOOD / HOLLYWOOD

perspective
IN PASSING

Tales of Yore - A Group Art Exhibition
Where: Gallerie Nvya, Saket, New Delhi
When: January 28 – February 28, 2019
The artists, showcasing in this exhibition have recreated
a moment of fantasy or reality from their times, drawing
upon memories, experiences, mythology, narratives or
sagas they have either heard in their own lives, or read
about or perhaps imagined. The show includes works
by a number of artists including K.G. Subramanyan,
Arpana Caur, Manu Parekh, and Madhvi Parekh.

Cartier ‘Travel With Style’ Classic Car Event
Where: Rambagh Palace, Jaipur

Kala Ghoda Arts Festival

Mahindra Blues Festival

Where: The Kala Ghoda precinct,

Where: Mehboob Studios,

When: February 24, 2019

Fort, Mumbai

Bandra, Mumbai

When: February 02 – 10, 2019

When: February 09 – 10, 2019

Ishara International Puppet
Theatre Festival

Nowthere - Artworks Exhibition

Where: India Habitat Centre, New Delhi
When: February 01 – 09, 2019

Where: Gallery Latitude 28,
Lado Sarai, New Delhi
When: January 23 – February 28, 2019
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The Kolkata International
Photo Festival
Where: Multiple venues, Kolkata
When: February 28 – March 04, 2019

*Events/Happenings dates are subject to change

EVENTS OF THE MONTH

travel
BLEISURE

Preserving Goan heritage in Mumbai

Khotachiwadi

A fragile sliver of lost heritage, Khotachiwadi is a tiny
Portuguese village tucked away into the back lanes of Girgaum,
in the heart of South Mumbai. To see is to believe!

Images are for representation only

words // Punita Malhotra

MAHARASHTRA
Mumbai
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travel
BLEISURE

I

ndia’s hyper-paced, highpowered financial capital.
Vibrant, vivacious city that
never sleeps. Cosmopolitan,
chaotic megapolis with a
fascinating history spanning
early Portuguese colonisation,
British imperialism and one of the
most incredible examples of land
reclamation. From archipelago of
seven islands to buzzing nervecentre of business, Mumbai has
morphed beyond recognition.

ECHOES OF A HERITAGE
'Khotachiwadi Pin 400004'
announces a non-descript navyand-white signboard suspended
from a regular iron pole. There are
no magnificent marvels ahead.
Just a bunch of regular houses with
regular people living regular lives.
Except, the houses are anything
but regular. It's a refreshing whiff of
old Goa, minus the beach, starkly
incompatible with the surrounding
matchbox-Mumbai sprawl.
Remnants of a bygone era, more
than 100 years ago, when Dadoba
Waman Khot leased this wadi
(plantation or garden) to a bunch
of East Indian Christians. Sixty five

Image credit: XXXXXXXXXX

The existence of a land with
palm-fringed woods, rich mango
plantations, lush rice paddies and
simple fishing villages in a city
where skyscrapers struggle for
space seems like a fantasy. Until
one steps into the comforting
shadows of one sleepy settlement
that has survived miraculously, just
a few metres from racing vehicles
on the concrete outside. Welcome
to Khotachiwadi, a Portuguese
heritage village offering a slice of
calm in the chaos of Mumbai.
A lane full of Konkan-Portuguese-style heritage homes in Khotachiwadi

precious Konkan-Portuguese-style
heritage homes in the area have
today been reduced to just 28 and
there is still an ongoing threat of
them being swallowed up by the
high-rise contagion. Thankfully,
since 1995, the neighbourhood
has been upholding the label
of a Grade III heritage precinct
and is fiercely protected by
the Khotachiwadi Welfare and
Heritage Trust.
This is one web of narrow
pedestrian walkways one wouldn’t
mind getting trapped in. Empty

lanes criss-cross every now and
then, at awkward, obtuse angles.
Nineteenth-century residential
bungalows fill the gaze, in every
direction one looks. The colours
of the buildings are clearly the
show stealers—there’s cheerful
blue, warm ochre, soft peach, lively
green and even radiant red. But
the love lies in the detail. There are
hand-painted gates, timber-framed
front porches, serene sit-outs
and overhanging balconies with
traditional external staircases.
Elegant wooden balustrades to
enhance the individual facades.

There are timber-framed front porches, serene sit-outs and
overhanging balconies with traditional external staircases.
Vistara |
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An experience like never before awaits you at the new ibis Kolkata Rajarhat.
Coming with it is a fresh design concept, lively meeting spaces and
good mood food, offered right in the heart of Kolkata’s new township.
Re-discover the city of joy!

19 hotels | 13 cities
Action Area 1, New Town - 700156 | Get rewarded with

Connect with ibism at

ibis.com

ibis.india

ibisindia

travel
BLEISURE

HOW TO GET THERE
Vistara has daily direct
flights to Mumbai from Delhi,
Amritsar and Goa, along with
convenient connections from
other cities.

From the tiny green garden patches
to the sunlight streaming into
the dimly-lit interiors, everything
warrants a second glance. Blackand-white family photos adorn
walls. Colonial furniture graces
geometrical-tiled floors. Large
creaky fans dangle from high
ceilings. Vintage lamps throw
shadows on tables and uncommon
curios crowd narrow shelves. Each
individual strand adds depth to the
classic, quaint ensemble.

FROZEN IN YESTERDAY
Houses, houses and more houses
to stare at. But one singularly
noteworthy stop? The 200-year old
47G, home to celebrated fashion
designer and Khotachiwadi
crusader, James Ferreira. Hard
to miss, hard to resist, part-art
gallery, part-home with countless
heirlooms and antique collectibles
wordlessly narrating the nuances
of the inimitable East Indian
lifestyle. Added bonus? An upperfloor vintage-styled bed and
breakfast, adorably tagged Brown
Paper Bag.

A REAL TIME WARP
It's not just the houses, it's the
culture that is different too. Living
style influences architecture and

Image credit: Punita Malhotra

Delicate cast-iron grills to add to
the timeless beauty. And sloping
red-tiled roofs, for that universal
old-world charm. Artistic appeal
spills from each element.

A wall mural in Khotachiwadi with distinctive Portuguese art influences

architecture influences living
style—this old adage comes true
right here in Khotachiwadi. In
these neatly cobbled streets,
one senses an unfamiliar sense
of peace, so out-of-sync with
the mad rush beyond. A pink
shuttered balcony window peeks
from behind a frothy palm and a
bunch of fuchsia bougainvillaea
spills out uncontrollably. Bicycles,
scooters and motorcycles lean
against walls. Cats cross empty
streets lazily in search of dark
resting corners. Clean benches
wait in shadows. Tall trees speak
of bygone times when orchards
filled the area. Small shrines and
modest chapels stand side by
side in harmony. This is where
sleepy mornings trail into lazy
afternoons, and friendly evenings
slip into peaceful nights.

AGELESS FOREVER
A hole-in-a-wall chapel with an
idol of crucified Christ makes a
statement of sorts in bright red. A
flamboyant graffiti on the outside
wall, depicting Mary sitting on
a lotus holding baby Jesus. The
life-like facial glow, the intricately
painted mosaic-like garment, and
a surreal halo make for an exquisite
three-dimensional effect. And a
multi-hued background scattered
with light-as-feather flowers and
leaves creates a distinctive impact.
The little chapel and the wall graffiti
fittingly sum up the character of
this little Portuguese village. Ageless
and classic. In a city forever on the
run, Khotachiwadi has managed to
retain its unique character, nestled
in its own time warp. Hopefully that
will remain unchanged for a long,
long time to come.

VISTARA QUIZ
Question 2: What is the deepest point on Earth called?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.
Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.
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EXPLORE THE CITY
The bustling cultural hub has many facets for travellers to explore

Head to Fort, a bustling cultural
district. Start with the gothic
masterpiece Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus, walk across
the iconic Azad Maidan, dodging
the dozen or so cricket games on
at all times, and visit the National
Gallery of Modern Art, famous
for both art and architecture.
Move on to Kala Ghoda and
take a breather at one of the
many cafes there. Shop here for
clothes or collectibles or, if you're
in the mood for some bargain
book-hunting, head to Flora
Fountain where book sellers stack
mountains of paperbacks.

Try restaurants on Linking Road for Egg
Benedict breakfasts and Singaporean crab
and lobster lunches while a walk through
the Bandra Kurla Complex will throw up
many gourmet options from Greek, Italian,
Thai and Cantonese. Wash it all down with
fresh beer from the breweries here.

VISIT

Book yourself a private yacht at Colaba and sail
for a few hours in tranquility with the setting
sun casting the perfect golden glow over the
Gateway of India and the glittering Mumbai
skyline.

EAT

As fashion capital of India, Mumbai has
its pulse on the latest flavour of the
season. Head to Telon (Malabar Hill),
Melange (Altamount Road) or Madison
(Pedder Road) to get a lowdown on the
latest fashion and accessory trends.
When travelling to the
city of dreams, buying a
Bollywood movie poster is a
must. From authentic handpainted classics to printed
contemporary ones, Chor
Bazaar has it all.

Escape to the Sanjay Gandhi National Park,
a green oasis nestled inside the metropolis
for a quick break. Its many attractions include
jungle jeep safaris, trekking and cycling routes,
adventurous prehistoric caves and a lake with
rent-a-boat options.

Try Parsi delicacies like
Akuri on toast
(scrambled eggs),
dhansak-rice
(mutton and
lentils with
caramelised
rice), and patra
macchi (fish in
banana leaves).
Tickle your taste buds
with Malvani favourites like
Barlela pomfret, Bombil fish fry, oysters and
mutton sukke (spicy mutton). The eponymous
Kolhapuri mutton and prawn Koliwada are
perfect for those in the mood for red-hot food.
The Gujarati thaali with its wide array of palatable
vegetarian goodies is another option.

SHOP

Vistara |
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in transit
DID YOU KNOW?

It is believed that

Roman
statues

were made with

detachable
heads
And they created it for a reason. In
long term, if a hero, a well-known
person, or a ruler in the existing
sculpture lost fame or honour or
died, then its head could easily be
removed and replaced with the
head of either a newer, betterknown hero or a new ruler.
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off shore
JAPAN

Art
Through the
Looking Glass

teamLab’s mesmerising installations
in its Digital Art Museum, Tokyo,
Japan, invite you to touch, feel and
immerse yourself in art, imprinting
it with your own impressions and in
the process making that piece of art
evolve into something else, changing
it forever. At this place, art and the
admirer fuse together to become one.
words // Nitin Jain
Images // teamLabExhibition view of MORI
Building DIGITAL ART MUSEUM: teamLab
Borderless,2018, Odaiba, Tokyo© teamLab
‘teamLab is represented by Pace Gallery’

I

magine walking into a room
that is an endless forest of
bright psychedelic flowers.
Touch them and the flowers
wilt, stand on an empty space
and new flowers bloom. Imagine a
giant moonlit waterfall cascading
from the sky like a shimmering
shaft of light. Stand under it
and the water flows around you
enveloping you in streams of
flowing light. Or imagine walking
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off shore
JAPAN

You can fly to
Tokyo with
Vistara’s interline
partners ANA,
Asiana Airlines and
Japan Airlines.

through a vast green paddy field
where the stalks respond to your
touch, make way for you and
change colours according to
the seasons. These aren’t some
LSD-fuelled dreams of strange
magical worlds. They are, in fact,
some of the hypnotic pieces of
digital, immersive art created by
a collective of visionary artists,
engineers and technologists
called teamLab.
Formed in 2001 by Toshiyuki
Inoko and four of his friends,
teamLab’s mission is to break
borders between art and people,
between people and their world
and even between different
pieces of art.

TRANSCENDING BOUNDARIES
Since their inception, teamLab
has been creating boundarybusting works of immersive digital
art at various locations around
the world and in the process
revolutionising how art is made
and seen. In 2014, their installation
at Tokyo’s National Museum of
Emerging Science and Innovation
attracted more than half a million
visitors, breaking the museum’s
attendance record.
Their mind-bending digital art
pieces have since been exhibited
at some of the most famous
museums in the world like San
Francisco’s Asian Art Museum,
Melbourne’s National Gallery of

The Way of the Sea, Floating Nest
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Victoria, Istanbul’s Borusan
Contemporary and Singapore’s
National Museum. In 2018, their
digital artwork ‘Ever Blossoming
Life -- Gold’, was sold by Christie’s
for $225,000, about 160 per cent
above the price estimate.

ART BEYOND BORDERS
Now the group has opened the
teamLab Borderless Museum
in Tokyo, the world’s first
permanent digital art museum.
This other-worldly space,
housed in a vast 10,000-sqm
centre, is home to many of the
ethereal works of art the team
has been creating for the last
several years, all housed under
one roof. This one-of-a-kind

off shore
JAPAN

Sliding through the Fruit Field

The exhibits in the museum are ever-evolving and
calculated in real time by computer programs making
each visit unique.
museum sold out a daily allotment
of 4,000 admissions soon after its
opening, forcing it to adopt a new
target of 10,000 daily admissions.
This is a museum like no other. True
to its name, art here is borderless.
Dream-like, three-dimensional
installations transcend physical
spaces, communicating with other
artworks and even blending in with
them. Visitors ‘melt’ into the digital
works and become part of them.
The artworks themselves undergo
changes caused by the presence

and behaviour of the viewers.
Most of the 60 exhibits here are
ever-evolving and calculated in
real time by computer programs
making each visit unique. Previous
experiences can never be repeated
and can never be seen again.

A WORLD OF DREAMS
Walking into this museum is akin
to entering a wormhole in space
and emerging into a parallel
universe full of strange wonders.
One of the first rooms is a vast,
cavernous space covered with
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a forest of luminescent flowers
everywhere one looks. If you reach
out and touch any of the flowers,
they scatter and wilt from your
touch. Magical butterflies flutter
around tempting you to follow
them. But they too die as soon as
you get hold of them. Walk into
an empty spot on the floor and
bright new flowers bloom right
beneath your feet. This fascinating
exhibit is ‘Flower Forest: Lost,
Immersed and Reborn’, a reflection
on the precious fragility of our
natural world.

off shore
JAPAN

Memory of Topography

Not to
MISS

BEYOND BORDERS
Besides Tokyo, you can catch three of
teamLab’s permanent installations in
Singapore at the ArtScience Museum,
the National Museum of Singapore and
the Marina Bay Sands Hotel.

LOOKING AHEAD
Some of teamLab’s upcoming
projects include a large Crystal
Forest in Shenzhen, China; an
interactive digital installation at
the Hiroshima Castle in Japan and
a secret, untitled work for the new
Oscars Museum in Los Angeles.

The Flower Forest leads you
to another enchanting world
where the sound of cascading
water draws you in. Ahead is a
spectacular virtual waterfall of
light falling on a rock. This is
‘Universe of Water Particles on a
Rock where People Gather’. When
a person stands on the rock or
touches the waterfall, they too
become like a rock that changes
the flow of water and the water
continues to transform in real
time according to its interaction
with people.
Walking further one enters another
dazzling spectacle – an infinity
room of crystals, mirrors and
lights called ‘Wander through the
Crystal World’. This unique artwork
responds to your presence and
changes colours through a free-todownload teamLab app. Butterflies
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drawn and created by visitors in
other locations make their way into
this world, transformed into 3D
creations through points of light.
Several other surreal worlds invite
visitors to immerse themselves in a
radically new way of experiencing
art – Memory of Topography, an
endless paddy field where the
stalks can sense your presence and
move around you; Forest of Lamps,
where seemingly infinite number
of glass lamps alter their colours in
response to your touch; or En Tea
House where flowers bloom right
inside your tea cup.

A COLLECTIVE OF VISIONARIES
Several hundred
‘ultratechnologists’ work for
teamLab today – artists, engineers,
programmers, architects – all at
the confluence of art, science,

off shore
JAPAN

Forest of Resonating Lamps - One Stroke, Metropolis

technology and design. Just
like their art, their team is
without borders too. There are
no hierarchies and all works of
art are collectively authored.
Their common vision is to blur
the boundary between art and
the viewer and liberate art from
physical limits.

ESSENTIALS

COUNTRY
Japan

LANGUAGE
Japanese

CURRENCY
Yen

BEST TIME TO VISIT
Fall (Sept-Nov), and
Spring (Mar-May) - mainly
due to the plum and
cherry blossoms

Animals of Flowers Symbiotic

The common vision of teamLab is
to blur the boundary between art
and the viewer and liberate art from
physical limits.
Vistara |
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The Mori Building Digital Art
Museum might be their first home
but it certainly will not be their
last. From chapels, hotels, malls
and even public squares all around
the world, teamLab is expanding
a whole range of spaces through
digital art and influencing the way
people in these spaces relate to each
other and to art without borders.

IN FOCUS

The rural
population
today constitutes
above 45% of the
national income

VILLAGES
ENTER THE
DIGITAL AGE

I

In 2050,
despite urbanization,
over 50% of India’s
population will
still be rural

ndia is on the progressive path

contributor in transforming millions of

Rural Economy of India Implications

of development and its rural

Indian lives, its services reaching far

for Employment and Growth; Niti

population is an integral part of

beyond citizens within city limits.

Aayog, 2017)

this growth trajectory. As India

While India is one of the world’s

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi

gears up for an era of increased

fastest-developing economy, equitable

has prioritized radical digitalisation

digitalisation, the issue of holistic and

growth remains a critical imperative.

to

inclusive economic growth remains

The rural population today constitutes

through a host of initiatives. ‘Digital

a pivotal concern. Hitachi, one of the

above 45% of the national income.

India’, ‘Make in India’ and ‘Skill India’

induce

economic

inclusiveness

leading Japanese conglomerates with

In 2050, despite urbanisation, over

provide for impetus and opportunity to

a global footprint and a forerunner in

half of India’s population will still be

rural citizens, to ensure they are equal

digital innovation, has been an active

rural. (Source: Changing Structure of

participants in India’s growth story.

HITACHI - HELMING A SOCIO-ECONOMIC REVOLUTION

H

itachi,
with
strengths
in
Information
Technology
(IT)
and Operational Technology (OT),
bolstered by its Social Innovation
Business,
has
been
uniquely

poised to assist in radical social
transformation from the ground up.
Armed with a century old legacy
in the manufacturing, power and
transportation sectors, and with over
5 decades of IT leadership, Hitachi can
offer an unparalleled ‘single eye view
of macro solutions’. The diversified
group, with proven expertise in
infrastructure,
railways,
energy,
construction machinery, healthcare,
IT, and automotive systems, has been
part of India’s digital journey starting
from the grassroot level.
Hitachi’s
Social
Innovation
Business is enabling a seamless digital
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transformation for the urban and vast
rural citizen base in the country. The big
data heavy projects it has undertaken
include the digitalisation of land
records; the single-window handling
of grievances and maintenance
of essential services; easing tax
payments and government dues; along
with internet-based citizen delivery of
services. A lot of these directly impact
a vast rural consumer base.
At the helm of the dramatic
change that’s underway, Bharat
Kaushal, Managing Director of Hitachi
India predicts that ‘society will change
much more than we ever imagined.’

SOCIETY WILL
CHANGE MUCH
MORE THAN WE
EVER IMAGINED.
REACHING VILLAGES REMOTELY

R

ural India has historically been at the
mercy of nature, in terms of managing
agricultural fortunes. What’s more,
limited access to products and services,
government programs and untimely
funding have staggered development.
Things
are
however
changing.
Digitalisation is slowly reshaping every
aspect of life in villages by introducing
accessible e-Governance, banking and
financial services, educational and
healthcare services, mobile/DTH recharge,
e-Ticketing services and yes, even online
shopping. ‘Brick and click’ centres are
today evolving basis the new, emerging
needs of rural citizens.
Hitachi’s engagement with rural India,
goes back a long way. Almost eight
decades ago, when it entered India, it
supplied turbines for the Bhakra Nangal
project. The landmark irrigation dam
has delivered enhanced crop yields of
thousands of tonnes, over the years.
Today, Hitachi is taking decisive strides
towards digitalising India’s agricultural,
social and financial landscape.
With an intent to stabilize agricultural
production, the Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) by Hitachi has helped
improve productivity, and empowered
farmers by using sustainable, economical
and eco friendly technology. GIS
applications are being used to understand
and manage crop yield estimates.
As farming relies heavily on natural
inputs, which cannot be controlled, GIS
applications can be used to understand
and manage crop yield estimates. In May
2017, Amnex Infotechnologies Pvt Ltd
was awarded the project of ‘Crop area
estimation and loss assessment using
remote sensing & geospatial technology
for the state of Gujarat’, under the purview

of the Gujarat Agro Industries Corporation
Ltd., a government of Gujarat undertaking.
Amnex used Hitachi’s GIS platform to
implement government projects.
With climatic uncertainties and sociopolitical fluctuations, rural India faces
the daunting challenge of non-availability
of credit at the right time, rate and
quantum. In 2016, Government of India
opened up the banking sector to rural
citizens and offered licenses to small
time financial institutions to function
as full-fledged banks. This financial
push not only supported the farmers in
further augmenting the agriculture sector
but offered them financial inclusion
and stability.
AU Small Finance Bank, one of the
key institutions in bridging the financial
gap was given an RBI license to offer
its services in the capacity of a full time
bank and assigned the uphill task of
setting up 418 branches in 45 days! The
bank partnered with Hitachi Systems
Micro Clinic and overcame hurdles like
remote connectivity and lack of electricity
ensuring timely delivery, installation and
integration with customized branch
requirements. Thanks to seamless
execution, all AU branches were able to
supply banking services to a new world
of customers.
India’s digitalisation story is no longer
a remote dream. A fact which led to
it garnering a place among the Top
100 Countries in the United Nations
e-Government Development Index (EGDI)
for the first time in 2018. But, for Hitachi, and
for rural India, the road to success has just
begun. With its unwavering commitment
towards building a sustainable society,
Hitachi is poised to touch more lives and
make India self-reliant.
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Bharat Kaushal,
Managing Director,
Hitachi India

NEXT GEN
GOVERNANCE.
NOW

Hitachi is associated with newlyformed Andhra Pradesh, in the realm
of Real-Time Governance (RTG).
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, intends to utilize data
from IoT devices and surveillance
cameras, image and video analytics
along with data from departments,
to implement the plan. This path
breaking
solution
combines
public
safety,
performance
improvement and disaster relief
and management. It will create
a smart social environment of
the future, covering services
across
education,
healthcare,
agriculture, labour and insurance.
The ambitious plan of connecting
multiple district offices of the state
digitally was showcased at World
Economic Forum at Davos in 2018.

To learn more visit http://social-innovation.hitachi/in/

in transit
DID YOU KNOW?

The 'Urban
People'

installation in
Singapore symbolises

everyday life

Swiss artist Kurt Laurenz Metzler has
created colourful caricaturised sculptures
of urban life like 'The Lady Shopping' and
'The Business Man' as public art in front of
a mall on Orchard Road in Singapore. The
installation is a riot of vibrant colours and
seems to interact with the passers-by and
invokes a sense of dynamism.
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travel off beat
MYANMAR

Ancient Tapestry of

Mandalay
The ancient city of Mandalay serves as the cultural
centre of Myanmar and exhibits the splendour of the
Golden Age in Myanmar (Burma). Home to several
Buddhist monasteries and exquisite examples of
Myanmar masonry, the city is historically relevant and
a boat cruise down the Irrawaddy River uncovers the
magic of the land.
words // Julian Ryall
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ven after all these
years, the features on
the carved teak faces
of the dancers and
the monks, the servants and the
princes are easy to read. Every one
of the hundreds of painstakingly
carved individuals in the reliefs
that surround Yoke Sone Kyaung
monastery, in the riverside town of
Salay, in central Myanmar, appears
to be smiling.

E

Surrounded by courtiers, a prince
sits with one leg crooked across
a thigh. Three young women
perform a dance. A nobleman
leans a parasol on one shoulder
and turns as if he is speaking to his
companion. Children ride in a cart
that is being pulled by a bullock.
Inspired by tales from Buddhist
folklore, there is grace and elegance

travel off beat
MYANMAR

in the subjects’ implied movements
- and all are smiling.

Top:
Intricate wood
carvings found
inside the ‘Yoke
Sone Kyaung’
Monastery;

Yoke Sone Kyaung monastery - and
the works of art that make it even
more remarkable - dates back
to 1882 and is today the oldest
surviving wooden monastery in
this part of Myanmar. Built atop
150 sturdy teak pillars, it is in
remarkable condition for its age and
has been turned into a museum
displaying a rare selection of other
local carved works, pottery, statues
and even a massive wooden throne.
Some of the items on display are
more than 800 years old.

Right: The
sleeping Buddha
in the monastery
is renowned
for its skilled
sculpting

A SPIRITUAL CONNECT

Local

INSIGHTS

Directly opposite the tying-up
point for ships entering into Bagan
is Tant Kyi Taung mountain, which
is topped by an imposing pagoda
that is believed to enshrine four
tooth relics of the Gautama
Buddha. According to legend,
the pagoda was built by King
Anawrahta, who founded the
Pagan Empire in the 11th century,
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after the royal white elephant
rested at this spot. In glittering
gold, the pagoda stands 27 metres
high and is a landmark along the
Irrawaddy. From the base of the
pagoda, visitors can see many
miles along the river to the north,
where it rises in the foothills of
the Himalayas, and south, where it
disgorges into the Indian Ocean.

travel off beat
MYANMAR

zeal. In the heart of the old town,
which stretches down to the banks
of the lazily flowing waters of the
Irrawaddy River, there are more
than 50 buildings that date back to
the years of British rule from the
mid-1850s until the war years.
The grand doorways of stuccoed
buildings are topped with the year
it was completed or reliefs that
indicate their heritage; a crown
is flanked by a lion and a tiger on
one former government building.
Salay House was opened in 2015
after standing empty for decades.
Originally built in 1906, the structure
was used as a warehouse and offices
in the town for the British-owned
Irrawaddy Royal Trading Co. After a
transformation that took six months
to complete, the building has been
turned into an important part of the
local community.

A colourful ethnic umbrella shop at Bagan in Mandalay

Salay is a little off the beaten
path in this part of the country
and is often overlooked by the
more famous - and more touristy
- town of Bagan, which is three
hours away by boat. And while
the hundreds of golden stupas
that dot the plains around Bagan
make a stunning sight for visitors,
particularly as the sun is going
down and the last rays of the day
glint off one of those gilded roofs,
there are some who might prefer
to go off the mainstream track to
absorb the relative peace of a town
where local children still giggle and
put a hand across their mouths
when travellers catch their eye and
where the very youngest ones hide

behind their mothers’ skirts at such
obvious outsiders.

THE TRADITIONS THAT
LIVE ON
Salay emerged as a community
in the 12th century as an outpost
of the important religious center
of Bagan. Pagodas are still dotted
throughout the town, although
many seem to be in a poor state,
canted at angles and with their
bricks exposed through the stained
plasterwork. Yet there are clear
indications that a town that was
an important trading station
in the peak years of Britain’s
colonial control of the country is
rediscovering some of its historical

The grand doorways of stuccoed buildings are
topped with the year of completion or reliefs
that indicate their heritage.
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The ground floor now sells a
remarkable array of ethnic clothes
and local handicrafts made by
artisans in metal, stone and wood.
A lot of skill has gone into the
traditionally crafted jewellery and
pictures. Another favourite with
travellers are the large number of
intricately created puppets that are
used in this still-popular form of
Myanmarese entertainment.
The upper level has been converted
into a museum that takes you back
to the colonial Burma of 1906, with
the walls decorated with prints
from British newspapers reporting
on events in the region more than
150 years ago. Other artefacts that
have been discovered include
coins from the British occupation,
a telescope that was made in
London, silver-plated cutlery that
bears hallmarks from Sheffield
and Birmingham and a biscuit tin
bearing the name of a maker in
South London. Towards the rear

travel off beat
MYANMAR

the ships that plied these waters
during the years of the British
empire, today the fleet has all the
modern conveniences of luxury
travel, including superb local
cuisine, internet access and a fully
stocked bar. At the banks of the
river, villagers bathing and washing
clothes can be seen.
If you were to opt for the cruise,
it would be a leisurely few days,
with your vessel chugging sedately
past villages and fields being
ploughed by oxen. Heavily forested
hills topped with more golden
monuments can be seen as the
cruise passes through small eddies
caused when the Chindwin River
joins the Irrawaddy. The relaxed
days here are punctuated with
trips ashore to explore villages,
such as Yandabo, which is famous
for a unique style of pottery made
from clay hewn from the river
bank and where the local schoolchildren proudly sing the national
anthem and often break into
impromptu games of football.

Taungthaman Lake in front of the U-Bein Bridge

of the building, a new restaurant
serves meals in the gardens.

A MEMORABLE BOAT CRUISE
One of the world’s great rivers,
the Irrawaddy is best explored in
leisure aboard one of the cruise
ships that have been reintroduced
to the region by Pandaw Cruises

to recreate the vessels of the
Irrawaddy Flotilla that operated on
this meandering waterway until
World War II. And when Rudyard
Kipling wrote ‘The Road to
Mandalay’, it was this thoroughfare
to which he was referring.
Outwardly almost identical to

Once the cruise reaches Sagaing,
groups of women from the village
can be seen washing clothes in
the river and shaven-headed
nuns in flowing pink robes can be
seen ambling along the muddy
riverbank. The river is well over 1
km at this point and, on the other
side, the lights of Mandalay can be
seen twinkling as the sun sets.

A WOODEN FOOTBRIDGE
A few kilometres south of
Mandalay is Taungthaman
Lake and the oldest and
longest teak footbridge in
the world. Stretching nearly
1.2 km across the lake, the
bridge dog-legs across the
lake where it narrows at
its middle and serves as
an important shortcut for

Local

INSIGHTS
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children going to school and
monks travelling between
temples. A remarkable feat
of engineering, it has 1,086
pillars driven deep into the
muddy bed of the lake without
any safety rails on either side
and the water is clearly visible
beneath the worn-looking
slats.

travel leisure
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Singapore

An Artistic Enclave
Singapore loves its art scene and art loves it
back. From world-class galleries, iconic public art
and a thriving counter-cultural scene, Singapore
is the art world’s latest muse.
words & images // Nitin Jain

travel leisure
PUBLIC ART

I

n the heart of downtown
Singapore, along the banks of
the Singapore river, sits a giant,
fat, bronze bird, squatting
stubbornly between the river
and the city’s tallest building. Its
odd, other-worldly beauty makes
you stare and wonder why this
unearthly creature may have
landed in the middle of this busy
metropolis. This is ‘The Bird’,
an iconic sculpture by famed
Colombian sculptor and figurative
artist Fernando Botero.
A few steps away from the
bird stands another sculptural
masterpiece, ‘Homage to Newton’
by Spanish surrealist Salvador Dali,
seemingly suspended in space,
defying the laws of gravity. Walking
further away from the river and
deeper into the dense central
business district, you stumble upon
more priceless gems - English artist
Henry Moore’s ‘Large Reclining
Figure’ in front of the OCBC Centre,
Sir Anthony Cragg’s ‘Points of View’
and Anish Kapoor’s ‘Tall Tree in the
Eye’ at Ocean Financial Centre.

buildings - the former Supreme
Court and City Hall. Lovingly
restored at a cost of more than
$500 million, this new gallery is
now home to the world’s largest
collection of modern Singaporean
and South-East Asian art with more
than 8000 exquisite pieces.
This beautifully designed space
is today a major hub for visual
arts in the region and regularly
hosts blockbuster exhibitions
like 2017’s ‘Yayoi Kusama: Life is
the Heart of a Rainbow’ and the
ongoing ‘Minimalism’ featuring
works by international masters like
Mark Rothko, Donald Judd, Anish
Kapoor and Ai Weiwei.

A short walk from the National
Gallery, past the colonial structures
of the Civic District and across
the calm waters of Marina Bay
looms the futuristic white edifice
of the ArtScience Museum. This
eye-popping exhibition space
beautifully fuses art and science
to create stunning experiences,
from multimedia art pieces by
Eric Valli that depict life along the
Perhaps in any other city these
Yangtze River to a journey into the
astounding pieces of art would be
art of animation with DreamWorks
in a museum, seen only by a few,
Animation: The Exhibition. An
but in Singapore they are seemingly entire digital universe of interactive
casually strewn about the streets of installations offers visitors a
this island for everybody to enjoy.
chance to immerse themselves in
art inspired by themes of Nature,
AN ART TREASURY
Town, Park and Science.
Arguably the jewel in Singapore’s
artistic crown is its spectacular
THE HUB OF ART
National Gallery formed by uniting Away from the shiny glitter of
two of the city’s most storied
downtown Singapore, ensconced in
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Not to
MISS

♦ Singapore’s Changi Airport is
a haven for some spectacular
kinetic art - pieces that move
with the rhythm of the space
to create a mesmerising
spectacle. Check out
Kinetic Rain at Terminal 1,
Petalclouds at Terminal 4 and
A Million Times at Changi at
Terminal 2.
♦ While travelling on
Singapore’s efficient subway
system, take a moment to
admire beautiful murals
created by some of the city’s
leading artists and inspired
by the local neighbourhoods
around these stations –
Universal Language at Dhoby
Ghaut Station and Little
Things at Dakota station.

Some astounding
pieces of art as
displayed on the streets
of Singapore: ‘Tall Tree
in the Eye’ (Facing
Page); ‘Homage to
Newton’ (Left) and ‘The
Bird’ (Below)
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lush tropical greenery, lies Gillman
Barracks, a 1930’s British military
garrison that has been restored
and reimagined into Asia’s most
exciting contemporary arts cluster
- home to 13 international galleries,
restaurants, cafes, bars and a Centre
for Contemporary Arts.

Mizuma and Sullivan + Strumpf
alongside home grown names
such as FOST and Yavuz. Together
they represent a spectacular array
of both established and emerging
artists such as Ai Wei Wei, Gilbert
& George, Yayoi Kusama and
Sebastiao Salgado.

A lazy day around this tranquil
enclave can be spent exploring
galleries like Sundaram Tagore,

For a truly immersive experience,
visit the bi-monthly Art After Dark
events where the enclave literally

comes alive with performances,
new art shows and pop-up dining.
Galleries extend their opening
hours and invite visitors to engage
with their artists-in-residence on
themes ranging from literature,
design to music and cinema.

THE ARTISTIC ZEITGEIST

Made of letters from all local Singaporean languages,
Chinese, English, & Tamil, sculpture ‘Soul’ represents
the cultural harmony in Singapore.

If your tastes veer more towards
the avant-garde, then head over
to the Bugis-Bras Brasah precinct
to discover Singapore’s thriving
alternative arts scene. This
compact neighborhood is home to
the city’s premier arts education
institutions like Nanyang Academy
of Fine Arts, LaSalle College of
Arts and National Design Centre,
soaking this quarter in dynamic,
experimental energy.
Start your exploration at Kult, a
design studio and gallery that
celebrates art influenced by
subcultures or as it likes to say
“by all things yo mamma doesn’t
know”. Rebelling against the
so-called ‘white-walls bullshit’
of conventional art spaces, Kult
showcases the region’s vibrant
street culture through prints,
paintings, T-shirts and tote bags in
a space throbbing with a rebellious
creative spirit.

Giant sculpture of a man made from a mesh of letters by artist Jaume Plensa

LIVING IN AN ART
GALLERY

Local

INSIGHTS

Stay at the Vagabond
Club Hotel for a heady
experience filled with
art, theatre, performance
and interaction with
great creative minds
staying at the hotel under
their artists-in-residence
programme.

A short distance away on Prinsep
Street lies one of the more unusual
art spaces you’ll come across. 19
shipping containers decked on

ART GALORE
Go deeper into
Singapore’s
burgeoning art
scene at worldclass galleries like
the Singapore Art
Museum, the Red Dot
Design Museum and
the Singapore Tyler
Print Institute.

travel leisure
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performance right on the street
if you happen to visit during
Deepavali season.
A brisk walk further to Hindoo
Road will bring you face to face
with the boss himself. Yes, a
giant portrait of Tamil superstar
Rajinikanth called ‘Working Class
Hero’ painted by artist Mohamed
Zulkaernaen, graces the wall
adjoining an open carpark. This
massive mural pays tribute to
the local Indian community and
migrant workers who live in the
area and call it home.

OUTDOOR ART
INSTALLATIONS
Shopping may arguably be
Singapore’s national hobby, but
even here art is never far behind.
At the busy shopping district
of Orchard Road, a series of
permanent outdoor installations
greet shoppers on the Orchard
Art Trail.

A giant portrait of
Tamil superstar
Rajinikanth, graces
the wall of buzzing
district of Little
India in Singapore

top of each other together form
DECK, an independent art space
with multiple exhibition areas,
artist studios, a library, cafe and
a craft beer bar. This inventive
space is dedicated to cutting-edge
photography and plays host to the
biannual Singapore International
Photography Festival.

ALL ART IS PUBLIC

You can fly to
Singapore with
Vistara’s codeshare
partner Singapore
Airlines.

In Singapore, art is not confined
to just galleries and traditional art
spaces. It spills into the streets,
covers walls and adorns houses
in many of the city’s distinctive
neighbourhoods. To discover some
iconic street art visit the hipster
enclave of Tiong Bahru. One of
Singapore’s oldest housing estates,
this area has in recent years been
reclaimed by a new generation and

transformed into the city’s coolest
creative hub. Here contemporary
artist Yip Yew Chong has adorned
the walls with Banksy-style
murals like ‘Birds Singing Corner’,
‘Home’ and ‘Pasar and the Fortune
Teller’, all depicting life from the
precinct’s past.
Over in the buzzing district of Little
India, as you exit the MRT station,
you are immediately greeted by
a large mural of colourful happy
cows on bicycles by artist Eunice
Lim. A road sign nearby announces
that you are about to enter the
Little India Arts Belt – a row of
brightly coloured houses that
house a variety of arts companies
from theatre groups, traditional
dance troupes and an art gallery.
You may even be able to catch a
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Right beside the gleaming ION
Mall you will find ‘Nutmeg &
Mace’ by Kumari Nahappan,
a beautiful sculpture that
references the fruit orchards,
nutmeg plantations and pepper
farms that once filled this area.
Walk over to the front steps of the
same mall and you’ll be greeted
by the colourful, Instagramworthy ‘Urban People’ a set of six
caricatured urbanites in bright
colours by Swiss sculptor Kurt
Laurenz Metzler. Down the road,
past Somerset MRT station is
the famed LOVE sculpture by
pop artist Robert Indiana, an
unmissable piece for that perfect
holiday selfie.
Whether malls or hotels, galleries
or vibrant neighbourhoods, this
island city is teeming with art at
every corner.
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Art Treasures of

Driving into Napier is like walking into a 1930s film set.
Vintage style street signs and Art Deco buildings in pastel
shades of blue, pink and green line the streets, with their
signature minimalistic lines and geometric motifs.
words // Kalpana Sunder

N

apier, the Art Deco
capital of New Zealand,
is situated at the foot of
Hawke’s Bay on the east
coast of North Island.
With its Mediterranean climate
and tree-lined promenade, it feels
like an Italian resort town. It was
on February 3, 1931 that a deadly
earthquake devastated the seaside
city killing over 256 people and along
with the resultant fire, destroying
almost the entire town.
Though the earthquake was a
tragedy, it had an unexpected side
effect. It pushed up the seabed and
emptied a large lagoon, thereby
creating a massive tract of land.
Many workers descended into town,
and started the process of rebuilding
roads and setting up services like
electric cables and water lines.
The town was reconstructed in the
fashionable Art Deco style prevalent
in those days with boxy, low rise
quake-proof buildings, and today
the town has more than one hundred
of the best preserved Art Deco
structures in the world.

AN OPEN EXHIBITION
A vintage car and bus tour offered
by the Art Deco Trust helps you to
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savour the spirit of optimism of
the Art Deco era. With a variety of
buildings done up in the dominant
styles of the 1930s—Stripped
Classical, Spanish Mission, and
above all Art Deco—Napier’s
architecture is unique. The city
has around 147 buildings, restored
and repainted, and decorated in
Egyptian, Mayan and Maori styles
along with others.
T&G Building is Napier’s Art Deco
landmark with its distinctive
curving corner facade, weathered
copper dome and clock. Enter the
stately Municipal Theatre, where
David points out the rainbow
coloured 1930s style neon lights in
the foyer. The theatre is impressive
with a grand domed ceiling and
geometric ceiling lights and wall
panels of leaping female deer.
Drive down to Ahuriri, the
port, with fishing cottages and
industrial warehouses, to see the
Art Deco nucleus of the town - the
flamboyant National Tobacco
building with a marble foyer, lead
lights, and a stained glass cupola,
with the entrance decorated with
motifs like roses, bulrushes and
citrus fruits. This is a unique case
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of both Art Nouveau and Art Deco
with both geometric and stylised
motifs like roses and grapevines.

A STORY TELLING ZONE
Napier’s Art Deco buildings are not
just artistic showpieces dotting
the city, but are all buildings in
everyday use like shops, banks and
restaurants. If you look carefully,
many of these structures tell you
the story of their owner’s origin
in the form of either a shamrock
or a flag on the façade. A variety
of motifs such as zigzag lines,
ziggurat steps, lightning bolts
and sunbursts carved on these
structures signify the dawning of a
new age. The Art Deco age was the
age of important advancements in
science and inventions, increasing
independence of women, and
historic excavations of the Egypt
and the Mayan civilisations. Many
motifs of the Art Deco design
grammar are highly influenced by
both these cultures.
Another Art Deco gem is the Daily
Telegraph building on Tennyson
Street, embellished with ziggurat,
lotus flowers and fountain shapes
on its façade. It has pressed metal
ceilings in cream hues that grace
many buildings. Another one is
Hildebrads building at Taradale, a
suburb, where even the Mc Donald’s
is housed in an Art Deco building.

You can fly to
Auckland with
Vistara’s codeshare
partner Singapore
Airlines.
A bronze statue of a lady in vintage 1930s clothing is a nod to Napier’s art deco heritage
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Walk down the Marine Parade,
Napier’s main thoroughfare which
runs through the town lined with
tall Norfolk pines and six charming
wooden cottages called the Six Sisters
which escaped the wrath of the
earthquake and are today serving
as bed and breakfast hotels. The
city is also peppered with art works
from ‘Pania of the Reef’, a bronze
statue drawing on a Maori legend
that stands in the public gardens by
the beachfront, to ‘Wave in Time’,
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Know
MORE

Art Deco, an art
movement, was first
emerged in France in
the early 20th century.
It then spread to
countries including the
US. The 1950s was an
era of technological
innovations and
what emerged was
streamlined, modern
designs and geometric
patterns. Sleeklooking materials such
as stainless steel,
aluminum, marble and
glass were also used
liberally.
Above: The Victorian villas on Marine Parade known as the Six Sisters; Below: Colourful pins as decor on the wall outside Napier Museum

a pair of Art Deco-style bronzes
on Emerson Street, depicting a girl
walking her greyhound and a boy
waving from a pole. The woman is
modelled on Sheila Williams, who led
the New Napier Week Carnival in 1933
to mark the city’s recovery from the
earthquake. One can also explore giant
sized, colourful murals completed
for the Sea Walls: Oceans for Murals
event which saw artists from New
Zealand and beyond transform walls
into artworks drawing attention to
issues affecting the world’s oceans,
such as overfishing, plastic pollution
and climate change. Each giant mural
carries a message of conservation.

The ‘Pin Wall’ is a collaborative public artwork
by artists Sara Hughes and Gregor Kregar,
commissioned by Napier City Council.
Vistara |
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The town celebrates its architectural
design heritage with the Art Deco
weekend, when its dress-up time
for adults and kids - from vintage
car parades, to aerobatics, a Gatsbythemed picnic and jazz music; the
town is flooded with as many as
40,000 visitors! Who would imagine
that something good can come out
of even a natural disaster like an
earthquake?
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Contemporary
A firm believer of handcrafted
ethos, Ayush Kasliwal is known for
scripting the story of a craft legacy
and embedding it on the global map.
words // Archana Sharma

ollowing the
principles of social
consciousness and
cultural sustainability,
he believes in safeguarding heritage
by supporting young artisans. His
passion for indigenous crafts and
their preservation has won him
global recognition. Meet Ayush
Kasliwal, the industrial furniture
design graduate from National
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad,
who has made a mark globally
as one of India’s leading design
thinkers and art practitioners.
Ayush seeks to re-imagine old craft
traditions and help artisans evolve
by providing technological and
financial assistance. His design
expertise is quite diverse and ranges
from furniture, lifestyle artifacts,
textiles, interior displays and large
installations. He has won five
UNESCO awards for his work. His
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massive art installation ‘Mudra and
Disks’ created in collaboration with
Incubis, welcomes all passengers
arriving in Delhi at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport. The artistic
mural is spread across the canyon
wall of Terminal 3 and showcases
9 mudras or hand gestures used in
Indian classical dance forms. Apart
from this, his other prominently
displayed designs include the kiosks
at the T2 International Terminal
in Mumbai, the ‘Handmade in
Rajasthan’ Logo launched during the
2016 Rajasthan Heritage Week and
his exquisitely handcrafted furniture.
Elaborating on the Mudra
installation, he says, “The basic
idea was to welcome people in
our country while talking of our
nation and not speaking about it.
As Mudra reflects spirituality, and is
an integral part of dance, yoga and
many other Indian practices, we

Image credit: Sourabh Goswami
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Quick
FIRE

Favourite travel
destinations:
Ajanta in India &
Sigiriya in Sri Lanka
Hobbies:
Reading
Favourite Movies:
All Hrishikesh
Mukherjee’s films
Favourite food:
Salads

decided to welcome the travellers
with it.” In 1997, he founded
AKFD, a design studio and later
co-founded AnanTaya, a lifestyle
design store based in Jaipur along
with his wife, Geetanjali Kasliwal.
Concentrating on luxury design
based on traditional craft practices,
AnanTaya promotes green living,
social responsibility and sustainable
development through the creation
and marketing of innovative
high-end lifestyle products. In
September 2008, Ayush’s collection
was displayed in the Talents a
La Carte exhibition section of
MAISON&OBJET in Paris. He is also
one of the few Indian designers
to license products to MATER,
a Danish brand with a strong
interest in sustainable and ethical
design. In his work, Ayush likes to
combine traditional crafts with
contemporary design aesthetics and
the resultant product reflects his
deep understanding of mythology,
architecture and culture.
He was inclined towards designs
since childhood. “As a child, I grew
up in Ghana and colour contrast
of the place appealed to me. My
imagination grew stronger looking
at rivers, dam, sand, fire, etc. I

was in class 4, when I realised I am
inclined towards creating things
and this prompted me to take
design ability which helped me
imagine things in almost real way,”
he reminisces. Sharing the fact that
his admission in NID Ahmedabad
was a special moment in his life,
he says, “My parents had no clue
what it was and exactly where I was
going but I was extremely happy at
that achievement.”
When asked what makes
sustainability an important
component of his art, Kasliwal
says he simply can’t understand
why there is such appalling lack
of awareness around the subject
globally. “We all deal with water, air
and other such resources every day
and yet it is really surprising that
people are not inclined towards
conservation. It is a very emotional
subject, and hence, I am pragmatic
about it in my designs. I incorporate
it everywhere,” he adds.

When asked if ‘handmade’ is a
dying art form, he sounds hopeful,
“As long as we have hands, the
idea of handmade can never die.
There are many new avenues of
handmade today and the spirit of
creating something handmade will
therefore stay forever.” Explaining
his relationship with art and artisans,
he says, “These artisans have had
generations of training and expertise.
I find myself learning from them and
sharing with them the possibility of
designs and some modern processes
to streamline the operation. It is
a kind of barter of skills. Very few
people today possess knowledge
about traditional craft skills that
have been such an integral part of
our heritage. Art practitioners like us
need to figure out ways to spread that
knowledge among the masses. In fact,
it is our ability to ‘create’ that makes
us different from other creatures.”
According to him, it is the skilled
artisans around the world who have
stayed true to the ethos of handicraft
design and creation. Most people
chase deadlines and create only
what can fit within a certain time
period. But Ayush feels that for
traditional artisans, the ultimate
satisfaction is to create the perfect
product irrespective of the time
taken. It is important for them to
hand over a piece of work where they
have put in their heart and soul to
produce a legacy with a unique story.
“It is true that traditional crafts
are phasing out and new crafts are
coming up but that is evolution.
We can’t hold on to past. The real
evolution is to imagine what has
worked in past, will work in present
and future as well,” he says.

VISTARA QUIZ
Question 3: What was the name of the ship that took Charles Darwin around the world?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.
Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.
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Muzaffar
Ali
A mystic at heart
Better known for his iconic Bollywood film Umrao Jaan (1981),
Muzaffar Ali wears many hats—poet, filmmaker, painter, couture
fashion entrepreneur and Sufi Music Festival curator. The
eclectic artist talks to us about his city, passions and creativity.

A

ll cities have an
intangible dimension
which is triggered
by what you see and
whom you meet.
Lucknow is full of such experiences.
For me it’s beyond what meets the
eye. It is the ethos behind its craft.
The romance behind its poetry,
music and dance and those legends
that have imparted an evocative
aura to the city.

words // Muzaffar Ali

RESTORING THE PAST AND ITS
GLORY

as his garden of dreams. It was
in Qaiserbagh that Kathak and
Thumri and so many other fine
art forms were born. It was from
Qaiserbagh that Begum Hazrat
Mahal rallied the forces of the
rulers of Awadh against the East
India Company in 1857. An
11-month siege ensued but the
Indian troops were defeated with
external help from Col Campbell.
After this victory, the first thing
they ordered was the palace to be
razed to the ground as all firman
(orders) against them were issued
from here. However, due to paucity
of funds, the demolition was
deferred. In 1861, when the British
ire faded away, they decided to
divide the palace and give them
to the still powerful Taluqdars of
Awadh under a Sanad (decree) for
better governance of Awadh. And
this ill-fated palace got allocated to
my grandfather Raja Raza Husain,
Taluqdar of Kotwara, where I was
born almost hundred years later. I
grew up seeing the environmental
and cultural transformation of this
quadrangle.

Kotwara House is a part of the
Qaiserbagh Palace, built by the
poet king Nawab Wajid Ali Shah

In 1991, after the death of my
father Raja Sajid Husain, my

I have shot four feature films in
Lucknow–Gaman, Umrao Jaan,
Anjuman and Jaanisaar–along with
several serials and documentaries.
Through this process, I have
explored the length and breadth
of the city, scanned almost
everything a human eye could be
attracted to and placed it within
the context of an emotional and
dramatic experience. Now it is for
others to discover and through
this, empower conservation
and restoration.
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wife Meera, who is an architect,
decided to make it our home and
she began to restore the Kotwara
House. Craft became a major focus
for us as Lucknow and particularly
Qaiserbagh was famed for its skills
in almost everything. As an artist,
embroidery became our forte and
with a rich legacy of craftsmanship
inherited from the Kotwara and
Awadh lifestyle, it came easy to us.
The craft extended from Lucknow
to Kotwara. Kotwara House in
Qaiserbagh and Anhalwara Palace
in Kotwara have today become
centres of craft and culture with
filmmaking as a driving activity.
We are also trying to secure the
identity of Kotwara House and
conserve its heritage. I want to
make it an archive of my own
creative work.

THE FORCE BEHIND THE
ARTIST
I have been a painter since
childhood. Being born in Lucknow
gave me a perspective on culture
in its widest sense. It offered me
choices and made me realise the
role I could play in preserving
different cultures. My father’s
commitment to humanism and
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In
Lucknow, we
established a
Wajid Ali Shah
Festival to
celebrate the
Ganga Jamuni
culture of
Awadh.
Through
this, we try
to sensitise
people about
the cultures
that were
born on the
banks of the
Ganga and
Jamuna and
the rivers that
flowed into
them.”
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Kapadia as lead, brought me close
to both craft and Sufi mysticism
and also deepened the connection
between the two. This led to the
realisation of the relevance of
Sufi thought to bring man closer
to man. Out of this deep human
conflict rose the thought of Jahane-Khusrau, the World Sufi Music
Festival established in 2001.

slice of reality around us, the
beauty and the heartbreak of the
human situation in town and
country make it a sheer delight, a
veritable tour de force.”

In Lucknow, we also established
Wajid Ali Shah Festival to celebrate
the Ganga Jamuni culture of Awadh.
Through this, we try to sensitise
people about the cultures that were
born on the banks of the Ganga
and Jamuna and the rivers that
flowed into them. We try to weave
the symbolism and significance of
these rivers into the narrative of
a cultural milieu so that they are
appreciated beyond the ugliness
of rituals. The latest and the 6th
festival is Ganganama. This year
we will celebrate the Ganga we
know as a river beyond its limited
sense. It will be a multimedia ballet
performance that will resonate with
the sounds of the mighty river that
does not understand boundaries
and man-made beliefs.

It also brought my artistry and
skills in production design
which included high levels
of craftsmanship in clothing,
accessories and ambience. Each
film took me closer to my passion
for music, poetry and dance. My
foray into Kashmir in the troubled
year of 1989 during the making of
Zooni, the story of Habba Khatoon
(legendary 16th century poetess
queen of Kashmir) with Dimple

Both these festivals are an evolution
of a subliminal philosophy of love,
compassion and concern in the
larger sense of the concept. And
this is a journey of ecstasy and not
preaching. An ecstasy that comes
from poetry of the mystics from all
over the world, who have said only
one thing, ISHQ. It is the sound of
the breeze, it is in the fragrance of
flowers, in the echoes of the drums,
in the plucking of the chords, in

The Kotwara palace is a living museum that hosts artifacts and objects from a bygone era

my mother’s passion for craft were
to shape my choices in time to
come. My first tryst with poetry
as an art form happened during
my time at the Aligarh Muslim
University. I didn’t become a
poet, but I became poetic in my
approach to art, and this became
the tour de force of my films.
What Faiz Ahmad Faiz wrote about
my first film became the biggest
inspiration for the work to follow.
‘Muzaffar Ali’s Gaman is a poem
in visuals. Its tragic lyricism,
its muted eloquence is deeply
perceptive. Its sensitively
conceived and truthfully captured

Plans for
2019

My ongoing passion is craft, and the 18 films
I have done around craft have provided me
with great inspiration. My latest mission now
is ‘Weaving Dreams, Crafting Lives’. Kotwara
and Lucknow are heritage destinations with
great potential and I wish to promote them.
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I am planning a stage play based on Umrao
Jaan. I have plans to create an Academy of
Acting & Performing Arts based on the work
I have done in the past and my plans for the
future. My passion has been to shape talent
and present it in the best way possible.
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The artist &
HIS VISION

The prolific artist says that painting is a way of life for him, whether he exhibits or not

voice of the lover addressing
the beloved.

UMRAO JAAN: A QUEST
FOR PERFECTION
Command over a language,
nuances of diction, and
exquisite delivery of words
take performance to a
different level. Urdu as a
language of expression was
India’s forte in performing arts
and is emerging once again as
the manifestation of romance.
Filmmakers today understand
its power and prefer to work
with actors who have control
and command over it and
can sculpt emotions out of
words. Actors like Balraj Sahni,
Dharmendra, the Prithvi Raj
Kapoor clan, Shabana, the
Khans, Farooq, Naseer, Nawaz,
Irrfan, Shahid Kapoor, Alia
Bhatt, etc., have a natural

Urdu as a language of expression
was India’s forte in performing arts
and now is emerging once again as
the manifestation of romance.
connect with Urdu. The writer
community has contributed
immensely to the sculpting of
the language and given films a
distinct identity. Umrao Jaan
was a challenge but Rekha
took to it like fish to water and
I did my best with her with
most gratifying results.
What inspired me to make
Umrao Jaan then, still inspires
me to create art. It is the
timelessness and vulnerability
of the feminine psyche
which to me becomes my
city, the soil on which I was
born. That artistic umbilical
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cord that keeps track of time
and transformation. It was
pure surrender and prayer.
Something which reminds
me of my organic connect
with my roots which in an
art form like Umrao Jaan
becomes universal. It was this
very feeling that drew me into
Umrao Jaan. It was all that I
stand for today and what I have
written so far in this article.
It doesn’t mean that I cannot
improve upon what I have
done. It depends on trust,
faith, belief and above
all ISHQ.
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KOTWARA: MY HOME
We have tried to curate a
different kind of culinary,
architectural and cultural
experience for visitors
travelling to Kotwara.
They can witness the
finest craftsmanship in
Zardozi, both archival and
contemporary. They can
also view my films on craft,
poetry and Sufism and classic
feature films that bring alive
the essence of Lucknow.

MY FAVOURITE CITY
Paris is indeed a city which
seems to speak with you in
a kind of universal language
understood by everyone. The
old and the new speak to each
other in timeless whispers
here. Where one breathes art,
where painting feels like a
breath of fresh air and opera
is a way of life. Many other
European cities have a similar
regard for the past with their
eyes on the future.

we care
EDUCATION

Spreading the Joy of Reading
For the last 30 years, Katha India has been working tirelessly towards
transforming the lives of over one million children by helping them
bring themselves out of poverty and live a better life.
words // Neha Kirpal

heir mission is
simple—to educate
children sustainably
through storybooks,
in order to make them agents of
change in their communities. Their
goal is to not just create caring,
mature, responsive and responsible
citizens who are financially selfsufficient, but to also enhance
the joy of reading in the process.
By seamlessly connecting the
grassroot work in education and
urban resurgence, Katha initiates
children living in poverty into
reading and quality education.
Over the past three decades,
through its many programmes,
Katha has helped over one million

T

images // Sachin Nair

children help themselves out
of poverty.
From conceptualising books
to education modules, teacher
training programmes, forging
strategic partnerships and
translating stories, Katha culturelinks the wealth of India’s linguistic
diversity to strengthen nation
building. Through its various
programmes, Katha has served
children in government schools
in 1,002 slum communities and
introduced 9.2 million children
and youth to the joy of reading.
Their hallmark programme, I Love
Reading Campaign, was taken to
10 government schools in 2004.
Vistara |
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A transformation initiative, the
campaign was extended further
in 2009, where it reached out
to 88,000 children in 88 MCD
schools and 126 communities.
The campaign led to a 30 per cent
increase in attendance as well as a
100 per cent overall retention rate.
Katha Utsav is the organisation’s
annual festival consisting
of stimulating talks, writers’
workshops, challenge rounds
and awards. Another of Katha’s
interesting initiatives is the
Community Owned and Operated
Libraries (or COOL) that were
launched in 2017 in several slum
communities across Delhi. More
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KathaKhazana, an immersive storytelling mobile application,
is a repository of engaging digital content that introduces
children to ideas of gender equality, diversity and inclusivity.
than 65 of these learning centres
have been set up in people’s homes.
A handful of youngsters from these
communities have been trained to
set up these libraries or storyrooms,
and have gone onto become
effective ‘reader-leaders’ for children
in their respective areas.
In 2018, Katha was also credited
with creating India’s first mobile
reading application in Hindi.
KathaKhazana, an immersive
storytelling mobile application,
is a repository of engaging digital
content (comprising animation,
games, characters and narration)
that introduces children to the big
ideas of gender equality, equity,
diversity and inclusivity.

THE BEGINNING
When Katha’s founder—awardwinning writer, editor, social
entrepreneur and educationist—
Geeta Dharmarajan returned from
the US to India in the late 1980s,
she came across an alarming
UNICEF report which mentioned
that every day 400 children in
India die of diarrhoea. Around
the same time, the results of the
42nd National Sample Survey
(1986–87) revealed that one of the
top reasons for children dropping
out of school was not only to
support their families, but also
because they found school boring
and the lessons taught irrelevant.
In 1988, Geeta started Katha with
a magazine called Tamasha for
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children from the underserved
communities. The main thrust of
the activity magazine was to spread
health awareness. Apart from this,
the publication also challenged
stereotypes and prejudices.

EDUCATING THROUGH
STORIES
In 1990, Katha’s first school, the
Khazana Experiment, started as
a learning centre in one of the
largest slum clusters in New Delhi,
Govindpuri, with five children
and no textbooks. Without any
formal teaching aid or learning
tool, this later evolved into the
Katha Lab School, which uses
a unique method of teaching—
StoryPedagogy© or Active Story

we care
EDUCATION

the training of 100 CloudGurus,
enabling them to lead their own
learning clusters of government
school teachers. Through the
initiative, over 17,000 teachers and
4,00,000 community women have
been trained and empowered.

RECOGNITION
Over the years,
Katha’s tremendous
work has been
recognised in the form
of several awards,
such as the mBillionth
South Asia Award
(2018), the Millennium
Alliance Award
(2013), the ICICI India
Inclusive Award (2012)
and the India NGO
Awards (2009).

In 1995, Katha’s School of
Entrepreneurship started with
a vision to impart technical and
vocational skills like baking,
sewing and other vocational skills
to children, so that they can earn
a livelihood and start their own
business ventures. In 2001, the
Katha Information Technology
& E-Commerce School began
with 13 donated computers. The
programme offers IT education
to children and residents of the
communities, thus enhancing job
opportunities for them.

THE WAY FORWARD

Based Learning—in which teachers
use a variety of techniques (ranging
from theatre, dance, music, sports,
storytelling and film) to creatively
engage children in learning. The
syllabus not only incorporates
relevant portions from language,
science, maths, social sciences,
but also builds knowledge
competencies in issues related
to civics, health, environment,
conservation, politics, governance,
urban vs. rural realities and poverty
by making available questioning
spaces as well as lifelong learning
skills. In a nutshell, the Katha
Relevant Education for All-round
Development is an invisible and
practical curriculum based on a
strong philosophy combining the
best of the east and the west.

Till date, the school has created
value for 1,91,190 children, many of
whom work as entrepreneurs, in the
government or in companies like
IBM. In 2016, Katha was invited by
the government to mainstream its
StoryPedagogy©, which led to the
organisation adopting five schools
in the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation under the School
Quality Enhancement programme.
In 1990, Katha started Kalpana
Vilasam, the centre for creativity
in education—a teacher training
programme for teachers at the
Kathashala main school as well as
its community schools. The centre
also assists teachers in making
learning materials and classroom
lesson plans. This has resulted in
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With the organisation having
recently completed three
decades, one of its major future
plans include what they call the
nationwide 300-Million Challenge.
India has 300 million children
enrolled in schools. About 150
million 5–10 year olds are in
primary education, of which nearly
50 per cent cannot read. Through
collaboration with partners,
stakeholders, governments,
non-profits and private schools,
Katha’s 300-Million Challenge
aims to support grade-level
reading for these 300 million
children by spreading the joy of
reading. For this, Katha plans to
leverage its ‘Each One Teach One’
model, whereby each child who
can read helps one child who
cannot, to bring learning to an
equitable platform. Katha’s future
plans also include expanding its
reach beyond Delhi, and further
replicating the StoryPedagogy©
model in schools that are in other
cities and states of the country.

APPLY ONLINE : WWW.IBA.AC.IN

Placement Stats

Batch 2017-19 (Ongoing Placements)
Highest salary offered - 20 Lacs PA
Average salary - 6.47 Lacs PA

story frames
KEEPSAKES

Mementos
for a lifetime

British author Ashleigh Brilliant says ‘Keep souvenirs of your past. How else
will you prove it wasn’t all a dream?’ Keepsakes and mementos, collected
during our travels, store in them the memories of a life well lived. Which one
from this list do you want in your souvenir collection?
words & images // Monica White

story frames
KEEPSAKES

Venetian Masks
The city of love and
charades, Venice has given
the world some of its most
colourful and intricately
designed masks. These
ornate and vibrant masks,
often embroidered with
gold and silver artwork, use
the baroque design style
and can either be full-face
masks or just eye masks.

Ostrich Eggs
Thanks to its colourful
hand painted or
decoupaged ostrich
eggs, the markets
in South Africa look
like they are forever
celebrating Easter.
Get yourself one
of these delightful
curios embedded with
illustrations and images
depicting the wild
African landscape.

story frames
KEEPSAKES

Royal Elephant
Because of its royal, mythological and cultural
significance, an elephant is the quintessential animal
symbol of India. The gentle giant is revered in the
country and many artists use it as their inspiration.
Gold plated, ethnic, mirror embedded elephant
souvenirs are very popular here.
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Moroccan Plates
With its distinctive colours and geometric patterns
influenced by Islamic architecture, hand painted
ceramic plates in Morocco are instantly recognisable.
You can pick a few to hang as decor item on your
wall or just mix and match an eclectic set for special
occasions back home.
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story frames
KEEPSAKES

Netherland Clogs
There are very few things more
quintessentially Dutch than clogs,
wooden shoes worn by farmers
way back in 1200s. Painted in
bright shades, these pretty shoes
may no longer be worn today but
that doesn’t stop people from
putting them to multiple innovative
use-as home decor, key chains,
magnets or even a corkscrew for
their bar set!
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Flamenco Dolls
A visit to Spain is incomplete if you don’t indulge a little in
some Flamenco folk traditions. This flamboyant and energetic
dance of passion with its colourful skirt swirls and dramatic
gestures is unique to this region. Pick a Flamenco Doll to
remind you of the time you shed your inhibitions and tried
your toes at this dynamic dance.
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story frames
KEEPSAKES

Mexican Skulls
Mexico’s diverse and indigenous artisans,
influenced by its multi-hued cultural
history and heritage have come together to
painstakingly craft and design these colourful,
eye popping skull souvenirs, each depicting
some unique Mexican characteristic.
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forecast
TAROT

M O N T H LY F O R E C A S T

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

Your heartfelt desires are going
to be met through the entry of a
kindred spirit with whom you will
establish a deep rapport. A payment
is going to be late or will not arrive
at all but money will come in from
another source. Don’t try to assess
situations and find solutions in
advance. The time will come when
you’ll know exactly what to do.

Life will offer romantic
opportunities but you might have
to compete with stiff competition
if you try too hard to stake a
claim. A disagreeable situation
and a negative emotional
condition will come to an end.
Money will be acquired from a
business of your own or business
done out of your home.

You will be trying to maintain
emotional control when faced
with bad news but unknown to
you, your lover feels the same.
You will have discussions about
work or finances, which will be
agreed upon by everyone. If
you are in business, you’ll make
money but only after certain
concessions.

You will wait to see what
a lover will do. This could
indicate a sudden flight from
home, but not a permanent
one. You will hold off on an
idea because you are not ready
to commit, or because too
much hard work is involved.
There will be a complete
reversal in your thinking.

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

You’ll be pleasantly surprised
by positive developments
related to career and home.
A new romantic interest is
indicated. Your emotional
state will greatly improve
through the intervention of
another. Don’t give up, you
will receive a solution for
your problem(s).

You will be surprised at the
unsolicited attention you’re going
to get from someone who piques
your romantic interest. Financial
agreements and spiritual matters
are going to bring you lot of
satisfaction, and something that
you thought was dead in the past
is going to spring back again.
Keep an optimistic attitude.

Plodding work, a sordid
relationship, or an extramarital
affair will trouble you. You and
your partner will unite and
discuss future plans. You will
be surprised by unexpected
progress and good fortune in
financial matters. You’ll surprise
yourself by taking a major ‘yes’
decision you’ve been putting off.

An awaited message will arrive
with positive results–could be
from an admirer. Someone will
help you collect money owed
to you. You’ll get together with
someone for a partnership and
will also be making revisions in
your work or presentation in
order to increase your earnings
or make returns more lucrative.

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

You will want to share your
deepest feelings but will keep
them to yourself because you
can’t find an ‘outlet’ or won’t
want to seem vulnerable;
You might have superficial
involvements with strangers.
Someone will present an
enticing opportunity concerning
your home or business.

You will feel hurt because
your partner is ignoring you
or is not being completely
honest with you. You’ll feel
nervous, agitated or confused,
and will have a difficult time
maintaining emotional balance.
In money matters, a chain
reaction of events will lead to a
moderate degree of success.

You’ll wonder if you’ll ever get
your ideal relationship because
it seems that no matter what
you do, you never succeed.
You can expect fortunate
changes in business and
finance. You will think about
mailing a letter but will put it
off, or a letter will arrive that
will make you angry.

Problems will cause you to
shut down emotionally but
not revealing what is going on
will make the pressure build.
Loosen up and you’ll find love is
everywhere. Professionally, you
will make important contacts,
but will have to wait for things
to unfold. Personally, you will be
weighed down by responsibilities.

POONAM SETHI is an internationally-acclaimed Tarot card reader, Reiki healer, colour therapist, Feng Shui practitioner, crystal healer, a specialist in
removal and balancing the negative energies and a rudraksha consultant. She can be contacted at poonamsethi27@hotmail.com
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Promotion

IN FOCUS

ibis debuts in the ‘City of Joy’
The ‘City of Joy’ just got
cooler with the debut
of ibis Kolkata Rajarhat.
Marking the opening of
the 19th ibis in India, ibis
Kolkata Rajarhat is the
perfect choice for your visit
whether travelling for work,
leisure or even looking to
enjoy a meal. Featuring
edgy-design, innovative
approach and providing a
home-away-from-home
feeling, the hotel ensures
you ‘Feel Welcome’ at every
step. The hotel features
189 well-designed rooms
and is in proximity to the IT
and residential hubs as well
as the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International Airport. To tantalise
your taste buds, head to Spice It, the revamped all-day dining
restaurant, offering a unique opportunity to explore Indian, regional
and international cuisines inspired by home style meals and Indian

street food. You can also
choose to host intimate
parties, quaint ceremonies,
events and social
gatherings at the hotel as it
boasts of one of the largest
banqueting space amongst
the ibis brands and can
accommodate up to 250
guests. As you walk in,
you can feel Kolkata come
alive as the hotel reflects
the city with numerous
local elements depicted
through artworks of handpulled rickshaws, Howrah
bridge, trams and more.
The hotel lobby is inspired
by Bengal’s famous kantha
design and embroidery. ibis Kolkata Rajarhat will act as an archetype
for the future ibis hotels in India which will feature sleeker and more
colourful façade and vibrant rooms with the much loved Sweet BedTM
for comfortable sleep.
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Celebrations Galore

e turned four
years old last
month, and so
2019 began with
celebrations at
Vistara. As we celebrate these
four fabulous years of redefining
air travel in the country, we took
this opportunity to thank our
customers as well as our employees
who tirelessly work towards
ensuring that flying with Vistara
is an experience like no other. As
a token of our gratitude to our
customers, we launched a special
celebratory sale for all routes and
cabin classes with tickets at up
to 80 per cent discount relative
to standard last-minute fares. We
extended the celebration to all our
Club Vistara members who, with
their loyalty to brand Vistara, make
us so successful. As part of the
offer, all Club Vistara members had
the chance to earn four times the
normal CV Points on every booking
made during a specified period on
the Vistara website or mobile app,

and also the chance to win gifts
from some of our partners.
Back in the Vistara office, we
organised an Employee Townhall
for business leaders and employees
to engage. The discussions were
then followed by a cake cutting
ceremony and lunch. But what is
celebration without a grand party!
Our anniversary month concluded
with a Bollywood retro-themed
party. The celebrations brought
together employees from across
our network who participated in
various cultural performances
and let their hair down. And,
all those who could not make
it to the party, owing to the
dynamic nature of our industry,
celebrated the anniversary at their
respective locations.
Four years ago, Vistara set out with
a goal to redefine and transform
air travel experience in India.
And today, Vistara has built an
enviable position on the back of
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its impeccable service delivery
and operational excellence, which
is now recognised in India as
well as globally. In a span of four
years, we have emerged as the
finest and most loved airline in
the country. The numerous titles
and awards presented to us by
prestigious professional bodies are
a testimony to that. Improvisation
is an ongoing process for us and
2019 will witness Vistara continue
to raise the bar higher.
Since inception, Vistara has
witnessed an impressive growth in
the number of customers choosing
to fly with us, recording more than
5 million just in the last one year
and 13 million to date. Witnessing
a steady increase in demand for
flights on some of our routes, we
recently increased the number
of scheduled flights to Bengaluru
from 35 times to 41 weekly and
to Bhubaneshwar from 14 times
to 20 times weekly. Delighting
customers has been a relentless

Glimpses from
Vistara’s 4th
anniversary party
in Gurugram

Vistara has built an
enviable position on the
back of its impeccable
service delivery and
operational excellence,
which is now recognised in
India as well as globally.

Creating value through our CSR programmes

endeavour at Vistara and while
our existing products and services
continue to gain favour with
customers, we are always looking
for opportunities to enhance
customer experience further.

shared awareness and thinking.
Understanding the needs of the
lesser-privileged who do not have
access to the basic amenities
in life, our colleagues based in
Gurugram served food to the
residents of The Earth Saviours
At Vistara, we always strive to
Foundation and our colleagues in
inspire air travellers to not settle
Chennai decided to cater to the
for the second best. Our new
medical needs of the residents
multimedia brand campaign – ‘Fly
of a night shelter jointly run by
Higher’, which is based on widethe Chennai Corporation and
ranging customer insights, aims
the DORCAH research centre for
at smart travellers, corporate high
disability, in association with the
flyers and enterprising millennials. Lions Club of Chennai. The team
The campaign is built on the
donated wheelchairs to those
central idea of not compromising
suffering from Cerebral Palsy
on the quality of air travel just as
and volunteered their time. The
one would not settle for the second activity not only brought joy in the
best when it comes to other aspects life of the residents but also left a
of their lifestyle.
great impact on our colleagues.
As a responsible corporate citizen,
Vistara believes in giving back
to society. In our bid to create
a better society for the future
generations, we continue to create
value through our CSR programs
working on the principle of
Vistara |
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We thank you for being part of
our journey. As we look forward
to growing our network, we will
continue to be inspired by your
love and trust in our services and
build on that trust further. Here’s
to another glorious year!

From soft rock to bluesy jazz tunes, explore the January playlist
played during boarding and landing on our A320 Neos.

T H E P E R F E C T P L AY L I S T

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

Nothing’s Gonna Stop us Now
Starship
Written by Diane Warren and
Albert Hammond, this song is a
duet featuring Starship vocalists
Grace Slick and Mickey Thomas.
The song has been considered a
‘feel good’ number, driven by a
strong synthesiser beat.
Too Much Heaven
Bee Gees
‘Too Much Heaven’ was originally
the band’s contribution to the
‘Music for UNICEF’ fund. Inspired
by the sad state of starvation, the
line ‘I can see a new tomorrow’
urges one to move forward, even
when times are bad.

Annie’s Song
John Denver
Denver wrote this for his thenwife Ann Martell after their first
separation in 1974. He said that
it was one of the fastest songs he
ever wrote, composing it in about
10 minutes while he was riding
on a ski lift in Aspen, Colorado.

Vistara |

Albatross
Fleetwood Mac
The albatross reference appears
in the poem The Rhyme Of
The Ancient Mariner by Samuel
Coleridge. Fleetwood Mac
guitarist Peter Green read the
poem as a child, which gave him
an idea for the song. This song
was the biggest-selling rock
instrumental of all time in
the UK.

I Loved Another Woman
Fleetwood Mac
Peter Green’s ability to balance
humour and vulnerability is clearly
on display with the original, ‘If I
Loved Another Woman.’ This song
reveals a glimpse of the Latin-blues
blend that Green later perfected
with the song ‘Black Magic
Woman’.

Shine On You Crazy Diamond
Pink Floyd
One of the most iconic songs of
the band, this ballad is a tribute
to Syd Barrett, which can also be
seen from the name of the song
‘Shine On You Crazy Diamond’.
An original member of Pink
Floyd, the lyrics of the song are
a tribute to the big influence
that Barrett had on the music
they played. His legacy as a
great innovator in music lives on
through this song.

Human Nature
Michael Jackson
One of Jackson’s best ballads,
‘Human Nature’ was written by
Steve Porcaro. This song captures
the wide-eyed, childlike wonder
that is a much loved part of
Jackson’s personality.

Truly Madly Deeply
Savage Garden
Written by Darren Hayes and
Daniel Jones, the song was
originally released in Australia
as the third single from their
self-titled debut album. This love
song became a worldwide hit
with the album selling 11 million
copies globally.

Grease
Frankie Valli
This song was written and
produced by Barry Gibb of Bee
Gees as the title track of the
1978 blockbuster movie Grease.
This song with an instantly
recognisable intro, perfectly
encapsulates the theme of the
movie: individuality.
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Song, as well as the Golden
Globe Award for Best Original
Song in 1986.

Still In Love With You
Thin Lizzy
The band’s most romantic ballad,
‘Still in Love with You’ was first
released in their 1974 album
Nightlife. There have been many
artists and bands that have
covered this song since then, but
Thin Lizzy’s version is considered
to be the greatest.

Don’t Fall In Love With A
Dreamer
Kenny Rogers
It is a song written by David
Ellingson and Kim Carnes and
recorded by Kenny Rogers
and Carnes as a duet. A lone
single released from the album
Gideonm in March 1980, the
song topped country charts all
around the world.
Up Where We Belong
Joe Cocker & Jennifer Warnes
The theme song for the movie
An Officer And A Gentleman,
the song won the Oscar for Best
Original Song in 1983. The entire
process of creating and releasing
this song took only 30 days and
was recognised by the Recording
Industry Association of America
as one of the ‘Songs of the
Century’.
Maneater
Hall & Oates
The duo of Hall and Oates wrote
the smash hit ‘Maneater’ about
New York City in 1982. It is
about greed, avarice, and spoiled
riches existing in the city at the
time. According to Daryl Hall, the
song deliberately uses a female
reference so that it can be more
relatable to listeners.

Stuck On You
Lionel Richie
An original song, written and
recorded by Lionel Richie, ‘Stuck
on You’ was the fourth single
from his second studio album
Can’t Slow Down released on
May 1, 1984. The song differs
from Richie’s other compositions
as it displays a country pop
influence rather than R&B.
What A Wonderful World
Louis Armstrong
Louis Armstrong was able to nail
the sentiment of this popular
song perfectly when he recorded
it in August 1967. Written by
George Weiss, the song was
inspired by Armstrong’s ability to
bring people of different races
together.
I Can’t Go For That
(No Can Do)
Hall & Oates
‘I Can’t Go For That (No Can
Do)’ was a phrase band member
Daryl Hall used when he was
pressured to go along with the
crowd against his wishes. Even
Michael Jackson confessed that
this song greatly influenced his
hit ‘Billie Jean’.
Something So Strong
Crowded House
It is a rock song written by Neil
Finn and Mitchell Froom and
performed by the band for their
debut album. This was the first
song written by Finn specifically
for Crowded House.
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Take My Breath Away
Berlin
This song sung by the American
band Berlin was featured in
the movie Top Gun, helping
its soundtrack become a best
seller. This love ballad won the
Academy Award for Best Original
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Easy
Commodores
Released in March 1977, ‘Easy’
reached Number One on the
Billboard R&B chart, and Number
four on the Billboard Hot 100.
Lead singer Lionel Richie wrote
this song about liberation after
a toxic relationship, bringing
the band into pop and adult
contemporary territory.
Night Moves
Bob Seger
A popular coming of age song by
the American singer-songwriter
Bob Seger, ‘Night Moves’
represents the freedom and
possibility of the high school
years, inspired by Seger’s own
teenage love in the early 1960s.

Homely Girl
UB40
‘Homely Girl’ is a 1989 single by
the band UB40. It was the first
single from their 1989 album
Labour of Love II, and was a great
success in UK and France.
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I N F L I G H T E N T E R TA I N M E N T
MOVIES
BOLLYWOOD

VALENTINE’S
SPECIAL

Naam Shabana
Jab We Met
Ek Tha Tiger
M.S. Dhoni:
The Untold Story
Karwaan

DILWALE DULHANIA LE JAYENGE

THE FAULT IN OUR STARS

Singh Is Kinng
Swades: We, the People

TV SHOWS

Dilwale Dulhania Le
Jayenge
Judwaa 2
October
Missing
Ae Dil Hai Mushkil
Kapoor & Sons
Chashme Buddoor
Andaz Apna Apna

INTERNATIONAL TV SHOWS
COMEDY
Modern Family

The X-Files

Bareilly Ki Barfi

The Mentalist

Ittefaq

Khichdi

The Big Bang Theory

Dil To Pagal Hai

Sarabhai v/s
Sarabhai
Yeh Jo Hai Zindagi

Friends

DRAMA

Shaadi Mein Zaroor
Aana

COMEDY

How I Met Your Mother

Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani

Qarib Qarib Singlle

INDIAN TV SHOWS

The Kapil Sharma
Show
Office Office

Person of Interest
DRAMA

This Is Us

Stories By
Rabindranath Tagore

The Gifted

Love Shots
CID

ENTERTAINMENT &
LIFESTYLE

Malgudi Days

Great Escape With
Kunal & Cyrus
Design HQ

HOLLYWOOD

Supercar Megabuild

Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri

Kingsman: The Golden
Circle

Murder on the Orient
Express

New Year’s Eve

Marley & Me

The Shawshank
Redemption

The Fault in Our Stars

The Grand Budapest Hotel

Masters of Taste with
Gary Mehigan
The Biggest Weekend
2018
Impractical Jokers
Mega Icons
KIDS
Be Cool, Scooby-Doo!
Justice League Unlimited
The Tom and Jerry Show
BUSINESS

ENTERTAINMENT & LIFESTYLE
Koffee With Karan
Film Companion
On All Her Firsts &
Favourites
Rocky & Mayur’s
Food Xpress
Hello Bollywood
Coke Studio
India Today India
Tomorrow
Breakfast with
Champions
Young Turks

Businessweek Debrief

KIDS

Warren Buffett: Investor,
Teacher, Icon

Chhota Bheem
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AUDIO
English Music
1989
Lust for Life
Alive & Rockin’ (Live)
Nervous System
Melodrama
International
Views
Pop
ANTI (Deluxe)
Purpose
ABBA Gold
The Record - Their
Greatest Hits
Kids in Love
EDM
Sick Boy
TRUE

Indian Music
Genre

Indian Music

Album Name

Artist

The Great Indian Pop
(Compilation)

Various Artists

Double Mandolin

U. Srinivas

Yours Truly Arijit

Arijit Singh

Ae Dil Hai Mushkil

Pritam

The Definitive Collection

A. R. Rahman

Dear Zindagi

Amit Trivedi & Ilaiyaraaja

Masterworks from the NCPA
Archives: Ustad Bismillah
Khan (Remastered)

Ustad Bismillah Khan

Bollywood With Love - 90s

Various Artists

Bollywood Retro Fresh - 80s
Hits

Various Artists

Greatest Carnatic Legends

Various Artists

Making Music

Zakir Hussain

Bollywood Fresh-70s Served
Chilled

Various Artists

Master Blaster - Mohammed
Rafi

Mohammed Rafi

Best of Shaan

Shaan

75 Anniversary Collection

R.D. Burman

Magical Moments

Jagjit Singh

Land of Gold

Anoushka Shankar

Master Blaster - Kishore Kumar

Kishore Kumar

Vision of Peace - The Art of
Ravi Shankar

Ravi Shankar

Masterworks from the NCPA
Archives

Pt. Kumar Gandharva

th

Rock

English Music
Genre

Album Name
Camila
This is Acting (Deluxe
Version)
Elvis Presley
International Songs of Love
Pop
(Compilation)
Dangerously in Love
Thriller
Dangerous Woman
(Deluxe)

Artist
Camila Cabello
Sia

R&B

Elvis Presley
Various Artists

Jazz

Beyoncé
Michael Jackson
Ariana Grande

Blues
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The Stranger
Ten
Toys in the Attic
The Legacy of Queen
(Compilation)
(What’s the Story)
Morning Glory?
Born in the U.S.A.
The Dark Side of the
Moon
Sheer Heart Attack
The Very Best of Sting
and the Police
Sultans of Swing - The
Very Best of Dire Straits
U218 Singles
Greatest Hits
Hell Freezes Over
Starboy
Suncity
Whitney
Number Ones
Culcha Vulcha
Louis - The Best of Louis
Armstrong
Blue & Lonesome
His Best: The Electric
B.B. King
I Still Do

Taylor Swift
Lana Del Rey
Foreigner
Julia Michaels
Lorde
Drake
Rihanna
Justin Bieber
ABBA
Bees Gees
Kygo
The Chainsmokers
Avicii

Billy Joel
Pearl Jam
Aerosmith
Queen
Oasis
Bruce Springsteen
Pink Floyd
Queen
Sting & The Police
Dire Straits
U2
Guns N’ Roses
Eagles
The Weeknd
Khalid
Whitney Houston
Stevie Wonder
Snarky Puppy
Louis Armstrong
The Rolling Stones
B.B. King
Eric Clapton
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