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VISTARA EDITORIAL

Wish Upon a Star
The year is drawing to a close as Vistara begins its ascent
into its fourth year of operations. It’s been a journey
through smooth avenues interspersed with undulating
curves as we endeavoured to make a significant
difference to the flying experience of travellers in India.
The idea of customers being at the centre of a company’s
growth is an oft-repeated one. However, it is especially
true for the throbbing, vibrant and dynamic industry
of aviation, and for Vistara. We are what we are today
thanks to the love our customers have showered on
us – from even before our first ever flight, when Indian
travellers were bidding us on to launch operations
soon, till today, when our cabin crew receives dozens of
heart-melting handwritten notes on a daily basis from
customers thanking us for impeccable service meted out
with oodles of warmth.
Vistara is now synonymous with comfortable flights,
elegant inflight ambience, state-of-the-art aircraft,
complimentary gourmet inflight meals and bonus perks
such as extra baggage allowance, pre-booked transport,
arrival assistance for solo female travellers and incentives
for corporate travellers, among other things.
In the year gone by, we flew over four lakh happy
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customers to 21 cities across India. Our fleet of aircraft
grew to 17, including four A320neos which charmed
customers with their indulgent look and feel. We
forged many new partnerships, including a codeshare
partnership with Singapore Airlines and Silk Air,
interline and through check-in partnerships with several
international airlines such as Qatar Airways, Gulf Air,
Kuwait Airways, FlyDubai and SriLankan Airlines
among others..
In the New Year, Vistara is bound to leave you pleasantly
surprised with more experiences and offerings crafted
especially for you. Year four promises to be very
eventful for us internally as well, as the wide and clear
international skies beckon to us. Vistara was born to
serve you with the best, and having so far enabled you
to travel to Indian cities galore, we now strive to be your
preferred way to fly overseas.
It is you who make us who we are. Thank you for a
fantastic three years and welcome aboard Vistara for the
year to come!
Happy Reading!
Team Vistara
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facebook.com/
AirVistara

@airvistara

Scan this QR code from your
smart phone to visit our app

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

THE SOCIAL BUZZ
The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in the social media and the
Twitterati can’t stop talking about Vistara

There is something about Vistara that gives
you an invigorating new start for a journey professional business or just leisure. On this
occasion, it was both, a sojourn to meet my
wife on our marriage anniversary to Hyderabad
and there couldn’t have been a deadly combo
bigger than this - a stay and celebration at Taj
Deccan, followed by one of the exciting, bright
and liveliest ever experience thanks to the crew
like Anju, Shashi & Bhumika who are glued to
passengers’ minute details for a Starbucks coffee
or umpteen refills for a diet cola!!! I must place
this on record that whenever I take a Vistara
flight, I see bright, fulsome smiles on the staff that
are also very secular and in their vivacity, from
North East to Delhi.
Rohan Dua, Assistant Editor, Times of India

ANSWERS OF THE AVIATION QUIZ - DECEMBER ISSUE
Answer 1
Spirit of St. Louis
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Answer 2
1903

Answer 3
Built bicycles

Answer 4
Variometer

Answer 5
Roll

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

CELEB
CORNER
Even celebrities experienced
the ‘new feeling’ and shared
their feedback on Twitter
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PERSPECTIVE
in passing

POTPOURRI
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

{Splash}

A Slide to Remember
Get ready for the longest water
slide in the world. Spanning a
whole kilometre, the Escape
theme park in Teluk Bahang,
Malaysia, is all set to unveil
an unparalleled experience.
According to reports, guests will
be taken on a 420 m ascent by a
chairlift to the top of a hill in the
theme park to reach the starting
point of the slide. Guests will
zoom down the slide that will
cross Jalan Teluk Bahang beside a
pedestrian link bridge and end in
a swimming pool inside the water
theme park.

AVIATION

Facts
The

BOEING 747

wing-span (195ft) is longer
than the Wright Brothers'
first flight of 120ft.

INTERNET
AND ON-LINE
CHECK-IN
was first introduced
in 1999.

About

{Among the Stars}

{Order Away}

A Space Odyssey

Bot Butlers

NASA's Kepler space telescope has
discovered an eighth planet in a
distant star system called Kepler 90.
This is the first time a faraway star
has been found to have the same
number of planets orbiting it as our
own sun. The discovery of a system
similar to our own raises hope of
finding alien life elsewhere in the
universe. The Kepler-90 planets have
a similar configuration to our solar
system, with small planets orbiting
close to their star and the larger
planets farther away. According to
NASA, this confirms for the first time
that distant star systems can be home
to 'families as large as our own'.

The southern city of Chennai now has India's first
restaurant wherein the diners are served by robots.
Named 'Robot', the diner is located in the Semmencherry
neighbourhood, south of the city. In addition, the place
doesn't have a regular menu, rather diners place their order
via an iPad which notifies the kitchen. Once the meal is
prepared, the robots serve guests.
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1/3
of your taste buds are
numbed while flying, that is
why airplane food doesn't
taste great.

Most airplanes have a flight
data recorder that keeps
track of everything the plane
does. These are often called

'BLACK BOXES'
even though they are
orange.

PERSPECTIVE
in passing

MOVIE OF THE MONTH
Padman
Directed by: R. Balki
Cast: Akshay Kumar, Sonam
Kapoor, Abhishek Bachchan,
Radhika Apte
Release Date: January 26, 2018

Based on Twinkle Khanna's book, The Legend
Of Lakshmi Prasad, the film stars Akshay Kumar,
Sonam Kapoor, Abhishek Bachchan and Radhika
Apte in lead roles. The story revolves around a
Tamil Nadu-based social activist Arunachalam
Muruganantham, who revolutionised the
concept of menstrual hygiene in rural India by
creating a low-cost sanitary napkin machine.
The 2018 comedy-drama has been written and
directed by R Balki. The film will also feature
Amitabh Bachchan in a cameo.

BOLLYWOOD / HOLLYWOOD

Paddington 2
Directed by: Paul King

Directed by: Paul King

Cast: Ben Whishaw, Hugh
Grant, Peter Capaldi,
Julie Walters

Cast: Dylan O'Brien, Kaya
Scodelario, Walton Goggins,
Ki Hong Lee

Release Date: January 12, 2018

Release Date: January 26, 2018

Cast: Sushant Singh Rajput,
R. Madhavan, Shraddha Kapoor,
Bhumi Pednekar
Release Date: January 26, 2018

The film highlights India's journey
in the space programme sector
and also showcases the country's
first astronaut landing on the
moon. The film will follow the
journey and struggles of an Indian
astronaut played by Sushant Singh
Rajput, who becomes the first
Indian to set foot on the moon.
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Sequel to the 2014 hit film
Paddington, the bear now is
happily settled with the Brown
family and a popular member of
the local community. He picks up
a series of odd jobs to buy the
perfect present for his Aunt Lucy's
100th birthday, only for the gift to
be stolen. So, he embarks on an
epic quest to unmask the culprit.

Maze Runner: The Death Cure

Set in a dystopian world, the
science-fiction action thriller
film directed by Wes Ball is the
final film of the Maze Runner
trilogy. Sequel to the 2014 film
Maze Runner and 2015 film
Maze Runner: The Scorch Trails,
the film continues to carry
forward the story of Thomas
and his friends.

*Release dates are subject to change

Chanda Mama Door Ke
Directed by: Sanjay Puran Singh
Chauhan

PERSPECTIVE
in passing

ON MY KINDLE
Legendary actor and 'dream girl' of Bollywood shares
experiences of her five-decade long journey in a new book
written by author Ram Kamal Mukherjee called Hema Malini:
Beyond the Dream Girl, published by Harper Collins India

UPCOMING

releases

Ahana has given her first ever interview
in detail about her life. So this was their
chance to vent. (laughs).
What were the best bits that you liked
reminiscing about?
I am so thankful to have been given this
life, the opportunities, the happiness as
well as the challenges. My life is full of a
lot of memories that I love reminiscing
about. So there is no one thing in
particular.

It doesn't happen every day that a PM in
office introduces a book…
It was an honour for me, though all credit
must go to Ram, the author. When he
mentioned to me that he is approaching
the Prime Minister’s Office, I thought the
pressure has got to him and he has lost his
mind! (laughs) I had told him that he had
already done a coffee-table book on me,
and there is one book by Bhawna Somayya
too. There was no need for another one.
But Ram is a very persistent person. I have
known him for long.
What are the things you have told Ram
that you haven't shared previously?
His first book ended with Baghban. So life
after that is in this book. The accident in
Jaipur that happened - I have never spoken
about it. I don't think I have spoken about
my constituency, Mathura - how much I love
it. My kids have also never talked about me.
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What is the one memory that you
shared in the book that you have not
shared before?
I think that memory has to do with the
movie Sholay. The film got me so much
love as an actor. But it also made me
face problems with my live classical
dance shows post-release. People
would always want me to dance to the
Holi and ‘Jab tak hai jaan’ songs onstage.
What do you think could have been
added to the book?
For everyone, each phase of life
means something else. Maybe when
I was young, I was into films, then my
husband, my children, and then politics.
So Ram has done justice to all the
phases of my life. At the moment, my
life revolves around my grandchildren.
It is their stories that interest me more
right now. But yes, I would love to write
a book on dance.

My Encounter with the BIG CAT
By: Daulat Singh Shaktawat
Published by: Niyogi Books
Price: `695

Kartikeya - The Destroyer's Son
By: Anuja Chandramouli
Published by: Rupa Publications
Price: `295

PERSPECTIVE
in passing

EVENTS OF THE MONTH

Munch on it!

When: January 7-14, 2018
Where: Sabarmati River Front,
Ahmedabad

When: January 12-15, 2018
Where: Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium, Delhi

Prepare yourself for a
picturesque sight as the sky
is brightly coloured with
millions of kites at the annual
International Kite Festival
in Ahmedabad. The event
celebrates the festival Makar
Sankranti (the transition of
the sun into the northern
hemisphere) and attracts kite
flying enthusiasts from several
parts of the country.

Whether it is golgappas, spicy
aloo tikki, vada pav, kathi rolls
or pav bhaji, Indians love their
street food. The best place to
get all of these street delicacies
is at the NASVI National Street
Food Festival, set to take place
in Delhi this month. Apart from
some mouth-watering food,
the fest also features various
performances by popular
bands, classical dancers, etc.

Rose Parade

Strumming Away

On Screen

When: January 1, 2018
Where: Pasadena, California

When: January 2-6, 2018
Where: New Zealand

When: January 12-21, 2018
Where: London

Also known as the Tournament of Roses
Parade, the event first took place in
1890 to celebrate California’s sun-kissed
climate on the first weekday of the
year. The tradition is still going strong,
complete with elaborate floral floats,
musical performances and marching
troupes. The event draws more than a
million spectators who line the streets of
Pasadena.

Bryan Adams will bring his 'Get Up' world tour
to New Zealand early next year, taking in some
of the country’s most iconic and picturesque
outdoor summer venues. The tour starts on
January 2 at Matakana Country Park and then
moves to the TSB Bowl of Brooklands in New
Plymouth on January 4. The next stop is ASB
Baypark Stadium in Mount Maunganui on
January 5, before winding up at Black Barn
Vineyards in Hawkes Bay on January 6.

Celebrating its 15th anniversary,
the London Short Film Festival
(LSFF) returns to host screenings
and events at Picturehouse Central
and Institute of the Contemporary
Arts in January 2018. From
domestic to international
submissions, the LSFF presents
diverse and contemporary short
films each year.
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*Dates of Events/Movies are subject to change; Images are for representation only

Flying High

PERSPECTIVE
in passing

Orient Aerolite
Enhance the style quotient of your living space with
the all new Orient Aerolite ceiling fan which is a true
personification of modern day perception. The premium
fan comes complete with a decorative,
warm white LED light which makes it
a real eye-catcher. It features advanced
aerodynamic profiled blade design which ensures
maximum air throw while ensuring silent operation.
Aerolite has a sweep of 1200mm and has 100 per
cent rust-free blades made of high-grade glass filled
compounded ABS which provides strength to the blades.
It comes with the sturdiest 18-pole heavy motor with
double ball bearing for smooth operation. When it comes
to styling, this fan is a sheer winner with its curvaceous
silhouette, integrated design of canopy and high gloss PU
finish. To top it all, Aerolite comes with a remote control,
providing ultimate convenience and ease of use.

Source: dailyinfographic.com

Explore Your Senses
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The New Year brings in new tidings and beckons one and all to
bespoke experiences in the heart of Mumbai. Sofitel Mumbai BKC
– the flagship property of Sofitel Hotels & Resorts in India, invites
guests to celebrate 2018 in the lap of luxury with its world-class
service and inspiring gastronomic offerings with the exclusive
5-Senses Weekend Staycation offer. The irresistible Weekend
Staycation offer for a couple is sure to pamper all the five senses of
a guest and awaken their sixth sense! A treat to the sense of sight
– a luxurious car will pick you up from your doorstep anywhere in
Mumbai and welcome you to the hotel’s resplendent lobby. Sinful
chocolates and exquisite in-room amenities, including fresh blooms
and calming fragrances from L’Occitane, will amplify your sense of
smell. To heighten your sense of touch, the hotel’s 24-hour So SPA
by L’Occitane will spoil you and your partner with a rejuvenating
couple’s treatment, followed by a glamourous makeover for the
lady at the Savio John Pereira Salon.

PROUD TO CO-CREATE
2 5 MIL L I O N S Q . F T .
OF THE FINEST OFFICE SPACES.

together.

As India’s leading corporate interiors company, Cherry Hill has formed strong relationships with the best of
architects, designers and project managers – relationships based on consistent performance and trust,
empathy and mutual respect. Together, we have made inspiring workplaces, delivering over 25 million
square feet for clients that include Fortune 100 companies, hotels and hospitals. What we bring to the table
is the deep knowledge of materials and technology, design and ergonomics, user insights and industry best
practices. Come to Cherry Hill, and experience the future of workplace.
Established in 1987 | Oﬃce occupancy services on GC basis including HVAC, Electricals, Civil & Interior Works, Networking,
Plumbing & Fire Fighting | Imported Desks, Chairs, Carpets, Partitions, Acoustic Panels & Soft Seatings | Multiple ISO certiﬁed |
Specialist in LEED-certiﬁed projects | Rated A1+ by CARE & A1 by CRISIL | MSME registered | Oﬃces in Bengaluru, Chennai,
Delhi-NCR, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Pune & Sri Lanka
Cherry Hill Interiors Pvt. Ltd., E-36, East of Kailash, New Delhi- 110 065, India. Tel: +91 11 4920 1900, 41626101 Fax: +91 11 4920 1900 www.cherryhill.in

PERSPECTIVE
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Where BESPOKE tailoring meets PERSONAL styling
Personal styling is not just
about following trends.
It is about matching new
creative looks to the inherent
style within every person.
Everyone has an inherent
style of personality, broadly
grouped into Classic, Creative, Dramatic or
Natural. And all dressing choices by a person
are based on the style personality that they
feel comfortable with.
Pezalli Bespoke brings together impeccable
tailoring and styling to help men make the
best possible sartorial choices that meet their
personality. Helmed by Anupama Sachdeva—a
certified image consultant from Style
Coaching Institute, London, and a certified
pattern drafter from Savile Row Academy,
London—this brand is a never-seen-before
amalgamation of Anupama’s unique styling
methodology and the expertise of her tailoring
team. Just like a doctor’s informed advice,
Anupama Sachdeva offers the perfect style
recommendations after a detailed analysis of
your body shape, skin tone, facial features, and

personality. You will learn how to strategically
wear lines, prints, textures and fabrics. Once
Pezalli Bespoke has your colour chart and style
personality, their master tailors will work with
you to create masterpieces that complement
your silhouette with absolute precision.
Pezalli opened its first studio in Delhi in
2015. The pre-eminent Singapore based
label continues in the same tradition with
which it began: creating everything inhouse, without outsourcing a single step
of production.The Quintessential elements

collection is designed with your personality
in mind. Do you prefer a natural, no frill style
or a dramatic look? Do you prioritise subtle,
romantic quirks in designs or classic cuts with
a perfect tailored fit? View the hottest looks
of the season, including turtle necks, safari
suits, bomber jackets and glen checks, and
evolve three looks for four different style
personality types.
Service available by appointment at any part of the country
at the luxury of your home or office. Write to us on
info@pezalli.com or call us on +919015499000
/9540992099. Visit our website www.pezalli.com

Unison School

Diamonds Are Forever
Forevermark, the diamond brand from De Beers Group of
Companies, recently unveiled its latest sparkling collection of
skillfully crafted diamond jewellery called 'Fiore Collection'. With 20
designs, the collection features bracelets, pendants, earrings and
rings that are crafted with beautiful, rare and responsibly sourced
Forevermark diamonds. Each cluster of diamonds is set with 18K
rose gold – reminiscent of shooting stars against the night sky.
Simple yet elegant, the Fiore Collection can be worn on occasions
and paired beautifully with the modern Indian wardrobe. Every
diamond in the collection carries the Forevermark promise with a
unique inscription number and comes with an identification card
that gives the consumer an assurance of each diamond’s quality
and origin.
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Inspired by Athena, the Greek Goddess of Wisdom, Unison World
School acquired a new identity on its 10th Anniversary; aiming to
create an ‘Athena’ in each student by imparting excellence through
an unmatched curriculum. This residential girls’ school is ranked
amongst the Top 5 in its genre and Top 10 boarding schools of
India for its strict adherence to safety & hygiene norms,
exceptional pastoral care, individual attention to
students and modern infrastructure. The School‘s
value-based CISCE and CIE curriculums are
amalgamated with a wide array of co-curricular
& extra-scholastic activities. The achievements
of its students at the national platform are a
testimony of its excellent sporting facilities
including an all-weather swimming pool and
shooting range. The UWS team comprises
experienced, qualified, committed
and dynamic staff, which
dedicatedly ‘Explore, Innovate,
Create and Implement’.

TRAVEL
bleisure

hennai has been the
keeper of artistic,
religious and culinary
traditions of South
India for centuries. It has been a
fortress of many dynasties of this
region in the past such as the
Cholas and Pallavas. Once a part
of the Vijayanagar Empire, the
present day city of Chennai came
into existence from an English
settlement called Fort St. George.
It served as a major naval port
during the British era and has
since become a prominent
metropolitan city in the country.
It is also a hub for manufacturing
and other industries such as
automobile, pharmaceutical
and healthcare, information
technology and among others.

The Coastal City of

Chennai

Presenting a blend of rich heritage and modern
day cosmopolitan glamour, Chennai woos
visitors with an unmatched charm
words // Mita Rao
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In addition to the legacy of rich
cultural heritage imbibed in
its fine arts, music and dance,
people and cuisines, Chennai, in
recent years, has seen a surge of
cosmopolitan glamour. The city
boasts of luxe hotels, sparkling
boutiques, quirky cafes, chic
restaurants and swanky bars
and clubs. Overlooking the
Bay of Bengal, Chennai is also
has serene sea beaches such
as, Marina Beach, Covelong
Beach, etc.

TRAVEL
bleisure

CITYSCAPE
The bustling cultural hub has many facets for travellers to explore

SEE

MARINA BEACH
It is the longest natural
urban beach in the
country and also one
of the world's longest
beaches. It is perfect for
an evening stroll after
work as the landscape
of the beach is
mesmerising and serene,
while the ambience is
quaint and charming.
At the southern side of
the beach is the popular
Madras Lighthouse,
India's only lighthouse
that has an elevator and
offers a panoramic view
of the Chennai skyline
from the top.

FORT ST. GEORGE
Built in 1653, it is the
first establishment of
the British in India. The
fort is divided into two
main sections: St. Mary's
Church and the Fort
Museum. It is one of the
oldest surviving churches
built by the British in
India. The museum
displays a number of
artefacts such as coins,
medals, paintings, letters,
etc., belonging to the
colonial period.

GOVERNMENT
MUSEUM

TOMB OF ST.
THOMAS THE
APOSTLE

Images are for representation only

Also known as Egmore
Museum, it is the
second oldest museum
in India and the largest
in South Asia. It has
rich archaeological and
numismatic collection.
It has the largest
assemblage of Roman
antiquities outside
Europe.
Clockwise from top:
A magnified shot of Fort St.
George; The Tomb of St. Thomas
The Apostle; The Government
Museum in Chennai
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Fort Museum is mentioned
in the novel The Museum
of Innocence, by Nobellaureate Orhan Pamuk.

The Santhome Cathedral
Basilica on the shores of
Marina beach stands over
the tomb of St. Thomas,
one of the apostles of
Christ. He was martyred
in Chennai in 72 AD and
was buried in Santhome.
The Cathedral is said to
be thousands of years old
and holds a precious relic
– a piece of bone of the
apostle.

There is an aquarium at the Marina Beach known for
its extraordinary and rare collections of both tropical
sea and fresh water fish. It was the country's first
aquarium established in 1909.

TRAVEL
bleisure

CULINARY DELIGHTS
Explore the palatable delights offered by quirky cafes and swanky bars

EAT
HOTEL SARAVANA
BHAVAN
From idiyappam and kuzhi
paniyaram to delectable
thalis, Saravana Bhavan
is the place to have an
authentic Tamilian meal.
This prominent vegetarian
food chain, headquartered
in Chennai, offers more
variety than most eateries
in the town and has a 30item thali for lunch which
largely covers all vegetarian
delicacies of Southern India.

SOUTHERN SPICE
If you are looking for fine
dining restaurants, then
head to Southern Spice
at Taj Coromandel. This
restaurant will take you back
in time with its traditionally
rich interiors and an exotic
menu. The Poompuhar
Meen Varuval (garlic and
tamarind marinated grilled
pomfret) and Denji Rawa
Fry (semolina crusted soft
shell crab) are a must try at
this place.

DRINK
One of the incredibly
popular places to get
a drink with a friend
is the Radio Room at
Sathyadev Avenue.
This radio-themed bar
in southeast Chennai
is known for its
unusual cocktails that
are an amalgamation
of liquor and local
flavoured drinks such
as the chai punch.

Not to
MISS
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SERA THE
TAPAS BAR
The DJ playing
upbeat club
music, youngsters
fashionably decked
up sipping sangria
and cocktails with the
bartender juggling
with passionate
intensity, such a
scene summarises the
ambience at this tapas
bar in central Chennai.

Images are for representation only

RADIO ROOM

KAPALEESHWARAR
TEMPLE
The temple displays
the main architectural
elements of many
Tamil Nadu temples
– a rainbow-coloured
gopuram and pillared
mandapas (pavilions).

SRI RAMAKRISHNA
MATH
The Math is a monastic
order following the
teachings of the 19th
century sage Sri
Ramakrishna, who
preached the essential
unity of all religions.

TRAVEL
bleisure

SHOP
T NAGAR

NALLI SILKS

One of the most
popular shopping
places in Chennai, it is
a market that will cater
to all your shopping
needs from clothes,
electronics, jewellery
to home décor items. It
also hosts the popular
Saravana store where
people go to shop for
merchandise, curtains
and bed linen, some of
which are hand-crafted
by regional weavers.

Established in
1928, the Chennai
silk shops glitter
with Kanchipuram
silk saris as well
as dhotis for men.
There are many
stores in the city
that you can
explore, such as Nalli
Chinnasami Chetty
on Nageswaran
Road and Nalli Silk
Sarees on Usman
Road.

Images are for representation only

PLAY
DANCERS' TRAIL

HIGGINBOTHAMS

Storytrails, an event
management company in
Chennai, organises tours
for people interested in
Bharatanatyam dance
form. The event is
organised at Dancers'
Studio in CIT Colony
and an accomplished
Bharatanatyam dancer
explains the basic elements
of the dance form. This
helps tourists interpret
the stories veiled by the
subtlety of the dancer’s
gestures.

Opened for reading
enthusiasts since
1844, this grand
white building is also
speculated to be the
oldest bookshop in
the country. A reader's
paradise, the store has
over 10 million books
in sections like travel,
fiction, non-fiction,
science, business
and others. Located
on Mount Road, the
bookstore is at the
heart of the city.

I’ve been coming to Chennai for years and have always
appreciated the discipline and the organised way in which the Tollywood
film industry functions. Creatively and technically, the industry is
brilliant. We have also had healthy exchange between the industries.
-AMITABH BACHCHAN, Actor
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VIT

Vellore Institute of Technology

(Deemed to be University under section 3 of UGC Act, 1956)

READY. STEADY.

VITEEE
EXPERIENCE EDUCATION THAT’S AT PAR WITH TOP
UNIVERSITIES ABROAD

VITEEE 2018

4 t h A p r i l t o 1 5 t h A p r i l ( C o m p u t e r B a s e d Te s t )
Applications are invited for B.Tech Programmes
Biotech., Bioengg., Chemical, Civil, CSE, CSE (Specialisation in Digital Forensics & Cyber security), CSE (Bioinfo.), CSE
(Data Analytics), CSE (Gaming Tech.), CSE (Information Security), CSE (Networks & Security), ECE, ECE (Biomedical),
ECE (Embedded Systems), ECE (IOT), ECE (Sensors & Wearable Tech.), ECE (VLSI) , EEE, EIE, Electronics & Computer
Engg., IT, Mech., Mech (Auto), Mech. (Energy), Production & Industrial Engg., B.Des.Ind.Design

To apply online and to get details like eligibility and fee, please visit www.vit.ac.in

LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION: 28th FEBRUARY 2018
ONLINE APPLICATION FEE: ₹1150

VITUniversity

International Transfer Programme (ITP)

VIT _Univ

VIT offers students the choice to study the first two years at VIT and the next two in
the following universities abroad & get their degree
United States of America: • Purdue University • State University of New York (SUNY)
• Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT) • University of Massachusetts (UMass)
United Kingdom: • Queen Mary University of London Australia: • Australian National University •

Ranked as 13th best engineering
institution in India by NIRF,
MHRD, GOI, for 2 consecutive
years in 2016 & 2017

Deakin University • Queensland University of Technology • Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) • Curtin University

Opportunities Unlimited
VIT offers students, opportunity to get placed in companies with regular, dream (5L CTC
& above), Superdream (10L CTC & above) offers. In 2016-17, 427 companies came for
placement to VIT, which itself is a record, of which 45+ were Super Dream Companies.
Recruiting companies include:
•Microsoft •Amazon

•Maruti

•ABB

•Deloitte
•Morgan Stanley

•Deshaw

•Paypal

•Hyundai

•L & T

•Oracle

•Visa

•Mahindra

•ITC

•KPMG

•SAP

•Cisco

•Honda

•Shapoorji

•JP Morgan

•Vmware

•Barclays

•TVS Motors

•Johnson Controls •PWC

Advantage VIT
• Curriculum for Applied
Learning (CAL)™
• Project Based Learning (PBL)
• Opportunity for Semester
Abroad Programme
• One module of every subject
handled by Industry experts

• 35,000 students from
60 countries
• 110 student clubs and
chapters
• More than 170 Adjunct
Professors from reputed
universities abroad

International Accreditations
• ABET, US, http://www.abet.org has accredited 14 B.Tech Programs at VIT
Vellore & Chennai Campus
• 3 cycles of NAAC accreditation completed
• Awarded ‘A’ grade for last two consecutive cycles
• First Engineering Institution in India to get QS 4 Stars Rating

GET THE VIT EDGE
• National Record in Slot 1
companies recruitment for 9 years
in a row
• Record 7943 job offers from Slot 1
companies (Accenture, Cognizant,
Infosys, TCS, Wipro) at VIT for the
year 2016
• Excellent international internship
and placement opportunities

Offline application forms can be obtained: • From the designated branches of Post Offices on cash payment of ₹1200/(list available on our website) •By handing over a DD for ₹1200/- drawn in favour of Vellore Institute of Technology,
payable at Vellore. Applications also available in VIT Chennai, VIT Bhopal & VIT AP.

For enquiries contact us on our helpline number +91-416-330 5555 For more details visit www.vit.ac.in

VIT

VELLORE

Vellore Institute of Technology C H E N N A I

(Deemed to be University under section 3 of UGC Act, 1956)

www.vit.ac.in
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Hyderabad
The Koh-i-Noor
diamond was found
in Kollur mines.

Year of

Amritsar

Indo-Pak Wagah border
gets about 30,000
visitors daily.

TECH KNOW
drone

W

Bengaluru

hat do you picture
when you think
of a drone? A
solitary, remote-controlled toy
with propellers or perhaps a large,
unmanned military aircraft? Soon,
those images could be quite
different: drones are becoming
smaller, cheaper to make, can
zoom around on their own, and
gather in groups of hundreds, even
thousands, to fly like a flock of birds.

It is the first city in India
to have electricity from
hydropower.

They’re called swarms – get enough
of them together, and they could
outpace humans in many ways; they
could save your life, or they could
be a deadly collaborative force on
the battlefield.

DR

A New
Era of

NES

These automated, flying robots are tiny, cheap and
disposable. And in large groups, they could either save your
life, or be the deadliest weapon since the machine gun
words // Jasper Williams
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TECH KNOW
drone

MANY FACETS
For starters, on the battlefield
they could outperform weapons
and technology that militaries
have used for decades. Think
about it: in a congested city, teams
of tiny quadrotors could buzz
around to gather intelligence. Tank
battalions could be overrun by
miniature attack drones diving in
from all directions at once. At sea,
thousands of small drones could
sweep in to attack a warship; many
might be shot down, but others
might make it through, destroying
radar and leaving the ship
defenceless.
Also, there is no leader or
commander in a swarm; the swarm
is a self-organising system in
which all the elements are equal.
Swarming allows drones to search
an area efficiently, or fly together
without colliding. And only one
operator is needed to control the
whole swarm.
Swarms are tough. One missile
can bring down an aircraft, but a
swarm can lose dozens of members
and still keep going. Air defences
with a limited supply of missiles
can be overwhelmed by enough
opponents.
But drones will soon be swarming
in many other situations too, from
rock concerts to barnyards.
USEFULNESS
Earlier this year, 300 drones
assembled into an American
flag in Lady Gaga’s Super Bowl

halftime show, illuminating the
night sky. And Intel is promoting
their Shooting Star swarms as an
alternative to fireworks. Chinese
company eHang claimed the
record for the biggest swarm, in
a spectacular New Year show in
which 1,000 drones formed a map
of China and the Chinese character
for ‘blessings’.
Swarms could also check pipelines,
chimneys, power lines and industrial
plants easily and in an inexpensive
manner.
Drone swarms may even have a

place on the farm. They can spot
plant disease and help manage
water use, or spray pesticides and
herbicides only in the exact spot
needed, all working co-operatively
to cover the area and fill in gaps.

Above: The
drone lifeguard
called ‘The
Guardian’ is
seen in action at
a public beach in
Lebanon

Nikolaos Papanikolopoulos of the
Centre for Distributed Robotics
at the University of Minnesota is
working on solar-powered drones
that will ultimately work together to
survey large swathes of farmland at
a low cost.
“Their roles may include early
detection of nitrogen deficiency,

From our use of drones to the detention of terror
suspects, the decisions that we are making now will define
the type of nation and world that we leave to our children
-BARACK OBAMA, former American President
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AXE BRAND
UNIVERSAL OIL

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel

TECH KNOW
drone

Every major superpower is going after
development of the swarm drone technology

each other, they ensure the entire
area is covered.
DEFENSIVE MEASURES
There’s more than one superpower
pursuing swarm technology.

Image is for representation only

The US, for example, recently
launched 103 small ‘Perdix’ drones
from F/A-18 jets. These weigh a few
hundred grams, and are released
from dispensers normally used for
flares. The 3D-printed Perdix drones
are disposable, and are intended
to suppress enemy air defences
by acting as decoys or jammers or
by locating radar so they can be
destroyed.

plant disease and proper
management of water resources,”
says Papanikolopoulos.
SAVING LIVES
While drones have been used
in rescue operations for years,
dispatching swarms of tinier versions
could save even more lives.
The University of Delft’s Micro-Air
Vehicle Laboratory is developing a
swarm of ‘pocket drones’, each small
enough to fit in your hand. They
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E-commerce giant Amazon is
planning to launch a service called
Prime Air, wherein products will
be delivered to customer within 30
minutes via UAVs.

fly indoors, in buildings too badly
damaged for human rescuers to
investigate, and will spread out to
search for survivors in the aftermath
of earthquakes and other disasters.
Researchers at Loughborough
University have built a system to
help with mountain search and
rescue that uses a team of up to
10 small, hand-launched drones.
The drones are equipped with
thermal cameras to easily locate lost
climbers and by communicating with

In 2016, Domino’s Pizza became
the first fast-food company
to have used drones to deliver
a pizza to its customer in
Auckland, New Zealand.

The US Navy also aims to develop a
swarm of drones that cost less than
a missile. It’s developing software
that allows sub-swarms to be split
off for particular missions, or fresh
drones to join the swarm seamlessly.
Another player is China, a leader
in small consumer drones. Chinese
company DJI alone has around 70%
of the global market, and now the
Chinese military is seeing what they
can do with this new technology.
At an aerospace exhibition in
December, state-owned China
Electronics Technology Group
Corporation (CETC) displayed a
video of nearly 70 drones flying
together. The drones flew in
formation and collaborated in an
intelligence-gathering mission.
These drones could also cooperate
in a ‘saturation attack’ on an enemy
missile launcher. They all dive in to
attack simultaneously from different
directions – far too many at once for
the defenders to stop.
Perhaps the most ambitious plan
is the US Marine Corps’ project for
a range of drones for use on land,
sea and air. These might be the

first wave to hit the beach ahead of
humans, scouting, locating enemy
positions, and possibly attacking
them. The swarm may also provide
defence against swarms of enemy
drones. To explore this angle, the
Corps is setting up swarm-versusswarm wargames. (There have
already been drones designed to
capture other drones.)
These little drones could be spies,
scouts, or intel-gatherers, too.
The Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency (Darpa), the
Pentagon’s advanced science
agency, envisages foot soldiers
having their own swarm for
reconnaissance, especially in urban
areas and inside buildings.
“Two hundred and fifty small air
vehicles have to occupy six city
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blocks,” says Stephen Crampton
of Swarm Systems. The swarms
could potentially “self-organise
in sub-swarms to deliver useful
information, such as ‘tell us about
threats to our position’.”
THE FUTURE
Swarming drone technology is still
very much in its infancy. But it’s
evolving fast.
In theory, swarms can defeat any
existing weapon, and can deliver
enough precision firepower to cause
destruction on a massive scale. Their
impact could rival the development
of the machine-gun: anyone without
their own drone swarm faces rapid
defeat on the battlefield. Warfare
may then become simply a matter of
who has the biggest and best drone
swarms.

But the battlefield is far from the
only place we could see swarms.
In fact, they could one day live
alongside us.
In the long term, if researchers
at Harvard’s Wyss Institute are
right, then small swarming drones
might become as much a part of
our environment as insects. Their
RoboBee project is developing tiny
drones smaller than a paper clip
and weighing a tenth of a gram.
Thousands of RoboBees could
be used for weather monitoring,
surveillance – or even crop
pollination as the number of honey
bees declines.
Keep an eye out for flocks of the
tiny bots everywhere. After all –
they’ve found fans in everyone,
from farmers to Lady Gaga.

VISTARA SPECIAL
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Say TATA every day
Vistara, which you are flying now, is promoted by two global giants,
the Tata Group and Singapore Airlines. Did you know that the Tata
Group is celebrating its 150th birthday this year?

R

words // Harish Bhat

eflect for a moment on the products
you use everyday. The chances
are high that you use atleast a few
Tata brands, particularly if you live
in India. Tata Salt for your daily
cooking. Tata Tea or Tetley for the
hot cup of tea that refreshes you.
Titan watches to keep time ticking.
Voltas airconditioners to cool us
down. Taj Hotels and resorts for your
vacations. Tata Motors commercial
vehicles for your business. Jaguar
cars for your driving pleasure.
Tanishq jewellery, Tata AIA life
insurance policies, Westside apparel,
electronics from Croma - the list
is virtually endless. Nearly a billion
consumers around the world use
Tata products, because of their
consistent quality, enduring appeal,
and the trust that Tata is privileged
to have earned over the past 150
years. Did you know that Tata is
India’s most valuable brand today?
The story of the Tata Group is
fascinating and inspiring. The Group
was founded in 1868 by Jamsetji
Tata, who is known as the Father
of Indian Industry. Take a look at
his photograph on this page. See
the fire in his deep eyes. This flame

burnt bright, as Jamsetji Tata set out
his vision of creating an Organisation
where the “community is not just
another stakeholder in business,
but is, in fact, the very purpose of
his existence.” The Tata Trusts are
the best illustration of this vision.
For the past 125 years, they have
contributed to so many aspects
of the community around us,
investing significantly in education,
health, creating livelihoods, art and
culture. Did you know that the Tata
Trusts, which are dedicated to the
community, own 66% of the equity
shares of the parent company of the
Tata Group?
The Tata Group has given India
some of its finest Institutions.
The Indian Institute of Science at
Bangalore was created by Jamsetji
Tata. The locals there still fondly
refer to it as the Tata Institute.
Tata Memorial Hospital in Mumbai,
Tata Medical Centre in Kolkata,
Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research, Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, NCPA in Mumbai,
are few other examples. Great
Companies such as Tata Steel,
Tata Power, Taj Hotels, Tata

Consultancy Services and Titan,
which serve millions of people
today, have been created by the
Tata Group. Did you know that
Air India was founded as Tata
Airlines by J.R.D. Tata in 1932?
It is because of all these reasons
that the Tata Group is so special.
I have worked for over 30 years
in the Tata Group, this has been
my first and only job, and I have
always been so proud of being a
part of this great Institution. Many
thousands of my colleagues share
exactly the same feeling.
What will the next 150 years
hold? The Tata Group is
committed to create brighter
tomorrows for all of us. These
Tata tomorrows will include
brilliant new products and
services, such as Vistara, which
has brought a wonderful new
flying experience to India. We are
delighted that Vistara celebrates
its third birthday in January 2018.
Please join me in wishing our
favourite airline a Happy Birthday,
and thank you so much for flying
Vistara today.

(Harish Bhat is Brand Custodian, Tata Sons, and author of the book Tata Log.)
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IN TRANSIT
did you know?

Honey never goes
bad. You could
feasibly eat

5,000

year old honey

Honey is a type of sugar,
though not the same as
regular, granulated, white
sugar, but it's still sugar.
And sugars are hygroscopic
– they don't contain much
water in their natural state.
And very few bacteria and
micro-organisms can live in
the resulting low-moisture
environment. The fact that
organisms can't survive long
in honey means they don't get
the chance to spoil it. Another
thing that sets honey apart
from other sugars is its acidity.
Honey's pH is between 3 and
4.5 (or, more precisely, 3.264.48), which also kills anything
trying to make its home in
honey. This allows honey to
remain edible despite being
millenniums old.
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th

Year of

Leh

It has the world’s highest
motorable road.

Chandigarh
The city was once
home to the Harappan
Civilisation.

Bhubaneswar

The city was designed
by German architect Otto
Königsberger.

PERSONALITY
actor

The Norse

GOD
of Hollywood

Chris Hemsworth, the crown prince of
Asgard, is a complete package with
his absurdly handsome looks and
intricate acting chops
words // Aarti Kapur Singh

I

t takes a while to get used to
talking to Chris Hemsworth.
Not only is the voice a deep
and resonant baritone, but it is hard
to shake off the realisation that he is
the man who brought Thor, the Marvel
superhero, to life on screen. The
ultimate success of an actor is in the
fact that you are unable to imagine any
other actor in that role. In that sense,
Christopher Hemsworth owns the
brusque but charming prince of Asgard.
But, in truth, Hemsworth almost didn’t
get the role.
HOW THOR HAPPENED
The casting call was for an actor over
6 feet, 3 inches tall and weighing more
than 90 kg. Hemsworth fit the bill,
but did not impress Kenneth Branagh,
who directed the first Thor, in his first
audition. “My younger brother and
fellow actor, Liam, did get a callback and
ended up on the shortlist for the role.
But none of the shortlisted actors made
it through. I think it was the long-lasting
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PERSONALITY
actor

Thor famously didn’t appear in the last Avengers
movie and is experiencing something of a reversal
of fortunes in Thor: Ragnarok
sibling rivalry that made me go for
it one more time,” laughs Chris. The
rest, as they say, is Norse history.
Thor famously didn’t appear in
the last Avengers movie and
is experiencing something of
a reversal of fortunes in Thor:
Ragnarok. Thor is imprisoned
without his famed hammer, which
has been destroyed by the evil
Hela, the goddess of death (played
by Cate Blanchett); Asgard has
evidently been destroyed; Thor’s
sexy blonde locks have been shorn
off; and he has to battle the Hulk.
THE LATEST FLICK
Revealing the reason behind the
dark plot of Thor: Ragnarok, Chris
Hemsworth says, “That was pretty
much the plan, ro destroy him,
destroy his world and everything
he knows and everyone he loves,
and just reinvent it.” Hemsworth
further adds with evident glee,
“He happens to be on a planet
where everyone else is pretty
damn powerful too. So he’s kind
of a regular guy in that sense. No
one gives a damn if he’s the prince
of Asgard or whatever. It doesn’t
mean anything on this planet. We
wanted to strip all that back and
make him more grounded.”

Above: A
still from the
2013 film
Thor: The
Dark World

DADDY DEAR
In real life as well, Chris is
rather relatable - he endearingly
apologised for a brief interlude on
account of his 5-year-old daughter,
India Rose asking him to open a can
of juice. So what do the kids (he
has three, a girl and two twin boys)
make of having a superhero for a
father? “I think they are still too
young to understand. They are just
happy playing with the toys at the
moment. Acting just happens to be
my profession,” says the actor.

FAVOURITE AVENGER
Born to an English teacher and a
social worker, ask the 34-year-old
actor about his favourite Avenger,
and the answer is just so disarming.
“Bruce Banner is just so different
in this film! He just had such a
different energy. And we had
such a laugh. There’s a lot more
improvisation and comedy. It was
just cool. I love Mark Ruffalo, too.
He’s the sweetest, kindest, most
intelligent person. He’s just one of
my favourite humans,” says the man

AWARD SHELF
In 2014, he appeared
on the cover of the
People’s magazine
which named him the
‘Sexiest Man Alive’.
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He won the People’s Choice Award
in 2013 in the Favourite Action Movie
Star category for Avengers (2012)
and again in same category in 2016
for Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015).

In 2017, Chris Hemsworth won
the Kid’s Choice Award in the
category of Favourite Movie
Actor for his comic portrayal in
the 2016 film Ghostbusters.

PERSONALITY
actor

WHAT THEY SAID...
for whom likability and warmth are
key. No wonder he reflects those
traits himself.
THE FAMILY MAN
A man like Chris Hemsworth is
hard to come by. Not just because
of his looks and career trajectory
(which includes films such as Rush,
two editions of Snow White and
the Huntsman, Ghostbusters, In
the Heart of the Sea, and, most
famously, a recurring role as Thor in
the Marvel series), but because he
clearly places great stock in family
and friendship, and in maintaining a
healthy work-life balance.
“For me, success is as much about
the family and friends you keep; the
people around you that you share
your life with as it is about how
much you earn,” he says. “I’m very
lucky in that sense. I have friends
and family who are very honest with
me and also very compassionate
and kind and supportive. My biggest
success would be my family now. It’s
a lot of work, with kids, but it’s the
greatest thing in the world.”
It is perhaps to give them quality
roots that Hemsworth moved back
to Australia from Los Angeles, after
living there for a decade. “I was at
a point in my life and career where
I felt like I didn’t have to be in the
thick of it anymore. I always wanted
to bring up my children in Australia.
My most endearing childhood
memory is that of eucalyptus leaves
in the summer, surfboard wax and
coconut sunscreen! So Australia is
a part of me. And that is why Byron
Bay is home for us now,” says the
Melbourne-born actor, adding, “I
can switch off in a different world,
a different setting, spend time with
my kids and spend most of my time
outdoors. That’s special.”
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- MARK RUFFALO, Actor

Chris Hemsworth
is as close to a Norse
god as you could
possibly get. He’s
talented. He’s beautiful.
He’s super smart. He’s
strong. He’s a great
actor, and he’s fun.”

- TOM HIDDLESTON, Actor

We came into this
world of superheroes
at the same point in our
careers, with the same
enthusiasm and love for
these types of films. You
either have chemistry
with someone or you
don’t and, thankfully, it
was there for us.”

AUSTRALIAN AT HEART
He calls himself a “self-appointed
ambassador of Australia” and urges
everyone to “come visit my home”.
Gloating over the scenic beauty of
Byron Bay, Chris Hemsworth says,
“The beach is beautiful, and we
wake up every day to views of the
ocean in front of us, but there’s also
a big farming community with lots
of farmland and tropical rain forest.
My wife and I first came here on a
holiday. That is when we fell in love
with the area and chose to make it
our home. Now, we have a chilledout existence.” Hemsworth is so
attached to Australia that he and
his wife, Elsa Pataky, and their three
children often take off on what he
calls “walk on the wild side” holidays.
“The place also suits my wardrobe,”
he declares with a throaty laugh and
jokes “my own style sensibilities sit
firmly in the board shorts and T-shirt
category. My wife says I have more
board shorts than most females
have shoes!”
The imagery of Chris surfing the waves
in shorts is also hard to push away.
Maybe it’s his Australian-ness - the
fact that he opened the conversation
with a cheery “What’s up, mate!”
Maybe it’s his strikingly rugged hobbies
(surfing, boxing). Chris Hemsworth
is the epitome of badass masculinity.
The fact that he plays the ‘God of
Hair and Hammer’, accessorised with
perfect biceps, makes the combination
lethal. To seal the deal, Chris closes
the conversation, insisting playfully
that he was “born to play Thor…I grew
up scrapping with two brothers (the
actors Liam, younger, and Luke, elder)
and have a father who once raced
motorbikes and wrangled buffalo. I also
practice Muay Thai! Mate, this is me!”
Oh yuss, mate! We can’t wait for
a reprise!

IN FOCUS

The UlTimaTe SUrvivor
yoUTh icon
Rishabh Puri
Entrepreneur & Author

Author Rishabh Puri has a medical condition that makes his life
different from the rest. But unlike others around him, he sees this not
as a curse, but as an opportunity to cherish life and all the bitter-sweet
gifts it brings with it.

I

was blessed by loving parents who
moved heaven and earth to keep
me as safe and healthy as they
could, but they could not protect
me from the dangers hidden inside
my own body. I had barely begun to
breathe when I was diagnosed with
hyperlipidemia (dangerously high
cholesterol) I was just six months old.
When I was ten, the discovery of a
faulty valve in my heart sentenced me
to a series of surgeries and visits to
the doctor during my adolescence.
The doctors tried to put off replacing
the valve as long as they could,
but eventually a replacement was
needed. Just a few months after,
some blockages were discovered
in my heart which lead to further
complications. It’s been a long and
winding road towards recovery. The
journey continues to this day. After a
few years I met with a car accident at
27, which left me with immense pain
in my hips. It was discovered that I
had avascular necrosis, which is the
death of bone tissue due to lack of
blood supply.
Still, I’m keeping a positive outlook
in spite of the pain and focusing on
the excitement of the success of my
most recent books, Inside the Heart
of Hope and Flying Without Wings,
and looking towards the future as I
write other Books. I began to greet
each day with a smile on my face,
knowing that my attitude was the only
thing that could keep me from a life of
despair. I became the family jokester,
the funny guy with my friends, and
the person strangers could recognize
from the smile on my face. Pretending

“In foolishness you’ll
gain wisdom, by
falling you’ll rise, in
rebelling against God,
you’ll accept him, by
stammering you’ll learn
to speak, and by hating
you’ll learn to love. I say
this, because I’ve gone
through it, I’ve seen
it. And with this said, I
believe we are all strong
enough to conquer life
with a big broad smile”
that doctor’s drawing blood were
really just doing some exciting new
spa treatment, or that in physical
therapy I was really training myself
to be the next big thing in boxing,
like Rocky, I was able to use laughter
as the best medicine and heal more
quickly than anyone believed I could.
Though I’ve always been an avid
reader, it was writing that comforted
me when nothing else could. When
I was suffering secret pains, I knew
that I could always turn to my
notebook and write poetry, saying in
verse what I couldn’t say out loud. I
could also extend that understanding
to an audience who might find solace
in my books the way I’ve always
found solace in literature.
I decided to write for other people,
so that they could see the struggles

of my life and find the inspiration to
survive their own struggles. What
started out as a hobby quickly grew
into something at which I found true
success. And I realised that I could
use that success to help other people
who had struggled in their lives. I
have dedicated a large portion of the
profits that I’ve made from writing to
charitable organisations such as Save
the Children, Institute of the Blind, and
Helping the Mentally Challenged.
I was a writer for years before I went
about seeking publication. At first it was
just the tool which used to keep me
going through sadness and confusion,
a way of laying out my thoughts and
interpreting them through verse and
in prose whenever I came face to face
with confusion and doubt. But as I
began talking to my friends and family,
there were people whom I realised who
thought my story was worth relating
to the world. Gradually I gained the
inspiration to put myself to the task of
writing for others.
It was hard at first and did not know
entirely what I was doing. Writing
isn’t just an art, it’s a craft one has to
improve upon.
I hope that my writing is able to give
others that same sense of strength
and joy that I feel when writing these
characters. Know that God is on your
side, and that somewhere out there,
a man with a pen is writing to tell you
that he is on your side, too. We can
overcome even the darkest of days
with a smile on our faces if we only
believe in the power of optimism that
lives within.
airvistara.com | Jan 2018
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Sliding on

Snow

From fun-filled snowfights to gliding down
mountains with ski poles in hand,
the Himalayas offer every possible kind of

snowy thrill for travellers and adventurers
words // Kritika Dhawan

W
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inter sports rouse all kinds of
exhilarating sensations, especially
skiing. A fresh breeze rushing past
your face, bright snow stinging
your eyes and the adrenaline rush
as you slide down the mountain,
the experience is unparalleled.
With the popularity of skiing
increasing rapidly in India, a visit
to the picturesque Himalayan
mountains is the perfect escape for
adventure sport enthusiasts. So,
pack you ski gear and head to the
best ski destinations in India this
winter such as Gulmarg, Sonmarg,
Auli and Kufri.
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Ahmedabad
The Logo of State Bank
of India is inspired by
Kankaria Lake located
in this city.

Srinagar

The city hosts the
largest tulip festival
in South Asia.

Goa

The first medical
college in India was
started here in 1842.
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Best time
to visit:

Decembermid-February

smart
TIPS
Waterproof ski
jackets with
taped seams,
venting zippers
and insulation
are a musthave in extreme
temperature of
the Himalayan
region. Always
wear skigoggles to
protect yourself
from UV rays
and frostbite.

GULMARG, Srinagar
Above: The
beautiful
snow
mountains of
Gulmarg
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Fondly known as the ‘heartland of
winter sports’, Gulmarg has been
crowned as the 7th best skiing
destination of Asia. The place
offers a lifetime experience with
its unparalleled slopes and scenic
beauty. Gulmarg has everything to
make the experience memorable
for skiers and snowboarders. The
tiny hill village of Gulmarg offers
two points for skiing, Kongdori
and Aparwahat Peak. The skiing
area, known as the Gulmarg
ski resort, is the finest powder
destination in the world. The main
Alpine slopes offer great runs and
the gondola, called Phase Two, is
the second highest cable car in
the world.
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The gentle slopes make it a perfect
skiing destination for beginners and
boasts of natural slopes, inclines
and snow. Skiing in Gulmarg is an
incredible experience of adrenaline
rush and unmatched thrill. The
picturesque destination is known
for its certified instructors, quality
equipment and the right apparel at
the Indian Institute of Skiing and
Mountaineering. Skiing equipment
are also available at a government

ski rental shop at the starting point. Adventure
lovers can also go for bogganing (an
activity involving sliding down a hill on a
sledge), snowboarding (descending a slope
while standing on a board attached to a
rider’s feet) and heli-skiing (downhill skiing
or snowboarding that is accessed by a
helicopter) on the slopes of Mount Apharwat.
The stunning town nestled within meadows
and snow slopes is a key tourist destination.
In addition, Gulmarg offers breathtaking
views of the snow-laden valley.

Gulmarg has been crowned as the 7th
best skiing destination of Asia

SPORTS
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One can also get to the
top of the mountain using
the 500 m long ski-lift or
800 m chair lift

Best time
to visit:

DecemberFebruary

smart
TIPS
First-aid kit,
snow boots and
torch should be
kept handy. All
those who are
not experts can
learn the sport
at skiing classes
provided by the
Uttarakhand
Tourism Board.

A novice level skier in Auli

-WARREN MILLER, American filmmaker
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Surrounded by acres of coniferous
forest and glittering slopes in
the lap of Uttarakhand, Auli
is the preferred winter sports
destination in India. Vast open
spaces, snow clad mountains
and the immense height of skiing
slopes that make for long descents
offer a thrilling experience. Auli
was once the training grounds for
the paramilitary forces and was
adjudged by French and Austrian
experts as one of the best skiing
grounds in the world. It is an ideal
venue for adventure enthusiasts
as it also provides immense
opportunities for water sports. Auli
has the highest man-made lake
in the world. The government of
Uttarakhand had developed the
lake in view of creating artificial
snow on the new ski slopes in the
event of low snowfall.
Auli hosted the first South Asian
Winter Games in India in 2011.
The slopes ranging from 2,0003,000 m offer the right amount of
snow for skiing and other winter
sports. One can also get to the top
of the mountain (the starting point
for skiers) on a 500 m long ski-lift
or 800 m chair-lift. Swoosh down
the slopes that provide excitement
and enjoy the mesmerising view of
the valley.

A pair of skis are the ultimate
transformation to freedom.
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AULI, Uttarakhand

Enroll yourself in one of the skiing
courses, slip into your boots, zip
down the meandering snow slopes
and master the sport in just a few
days at the Skiing Institute in Auli.
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Image is for representation only

Other famous
places for Skiing

1

Meribel, France: Located
in the French Alps’ Tarentaise
Valley, Meribel offers a touch of
extra glamour thanks to its luxury
hotels, upmarket shops and chic
après–ski hotspots.

2

Revelstoke, Canada: While
Revelstoke does offer pistes
for beginners, the resort tends to
be tailored more for intermediate
and advanced skiiers because
of the wide array of terrain and
steep slopes on offer.

KUFRI, Himachal Pradesh
Best time
to visit:

December to
February

smart
TIPS

3

Verbier, Switzerland: Hailed
as the main resort of The Four
Valleys, Verbier has over 400 km
of runs, and an amazing view of
Mont Fort when you head to the
top of the slopes.

4

Bansko, Bulgaria: Bansko
is a small medieval town in
Bulgaria’s south west rising to
an altitude of over 2,500 m, and
with reliable snow cover between
December and March.
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Regular intake of
fluids is mandatory
to avoid getting
dehydrated. For
a happy skiing
photograph, do
not forget to use
sunscreen.

A white sheet of snow, tall
deodars and green pines invite
countless tourists every winter
to Kufri. Located at an altitude
of 2633 m above sea level and
almost 17 km away from Shimla,
the town offers excellent skiing
novices and professionals alike.
The Mahsu Ridge above Kufri, also
offers wonderful slopes for skiing.

lush-green landscape make Kufri
perfect for a skiing adventure.
Make sure you undergo a
fitness test before skiing on
these snowy slopes as the
terrain is rocky and steeper than
Gulmarg and Auli. Beginner level
skiers must take appropriate
precautions before exploring
this terrain.

Heli-skiing is another option
available for experts. The slopes
of Kufri are categorised both for
beginners and experts. Tourists
can also opt for a guide or rent
skiing equipment. The beauty of
the slopes, the cool climate and

Tourists can also try bogganing
at Kufri. Adventure lovers can
visit the hill resort during the
annual sports festival organised
in February. The best way to
explore Kufri is on a horse or
yak along with a local guide.

Tourists can try bogganing at Kufri. It is an
activity involving sliding down a hill on a sledge

Image credit: Shutterstock
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Mumbai

The Taj Mahal Hotel was
the first five-star hotel
built in India.

Delhi

The Capital is
bigger in size than
10 countries.

Kolkata

The Alipore Zoo is the
oldest zoo in India.

National Park
Located at a picturesque four-hour drive from Johannesburg is
Kruger National Park in South Africa. The diversity, density and
sheer numbers of animals are almost unparalleled which make it one
of Africa’s most exciting wildlife destinations
Words & Images: // South Africa Tourism

T

he national park, spanning across
the provinces of Mpumalanga
and Limpopo in northern South
Africa, now forms part of the Great
Limpopo Transfrontier Park. This is
essentially a peace park that links
Kruger National Park with game
parks in Zimbabwe and Mozambique
and allows unrestricted, natural
movement of the wildlife.
While the rich and diverse wildlife
remains Kruger’s most celebrated
feature, it is impossible to not
take a moment to focus on the
historical significance of the region.

There are almost 254 known
cultural heritage sites in Kruger
National Park, including nearly
130 recorded rock art sites.
There is evidence that prehistoric
man – Homo erectus roamed
the area between 5,00,000 and
1,00,000 years ago. Cultural
artifacts of Stone Age man have
also been found. More than 300
archaeological sites of Stone Age
man have been found here.
NAVIGATING THE PARK
There are numerous ways of
exploring the vast and varied

expanse of Kruger. These range
from independent self-drives and
bush walks to group safaris and
even private guided tours. A safari
through the wilderness is an enriching
experience for travellers across
different age groups – be it kids,
parents or even grandparents. Not
only are safaris adventurous, they
help families bond and make for an
interesting educational experience.
South Africa, Kruger National
Park included, is amongst the few
countries that are very inclusive when
it comes to children as well as seniors
and safety is given top priority.
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Visitors can choose from a selection
of the finest luxury accommodation
and lodging when at Kruger National
Park. They provide the perfect
setting to appreciate the African wild
in ultra-comfort and luxury coupled
with exceptional culinary offerings,
magnificent wildlife experiences and
great hospitality.
SABI SANDS PRIVATE GAME
RESERVE
One of South Africa’s finest game
reserves, The Sabi Sands is well known
for its amazing leopard sighting. It also
offers the opportunity of an ultimate
photographic safari one can think of.
It is the ultimate blend of nature and
solitude.
TIMBAVATI PRIVATE GAME
RESERVE
Famous for its white lions, Timbavati
offers a South African safari tour in
inimitable colonial style. Spectacular
safari lodges and outstanding game
viewing make for an unforgettable
experience. There are also
opportunities to immerse in research
initiatives on cheetahs, elephants
and vultures.

An African elephant passes as tourists take pictures

Famous for its white lions, Timbavati
offers a South African safari tour in
inimitable colonial style

Amazing
FACTS
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BOMA DINNER
A Boma dinner is African
outdoor dining at its best.
The dinner is usually
made up of a sumptuous
barbeque meat buffet. At
the dinner, guests get to see
a showcase of traditional
African song and dance. A
storyteller also enlightens
diners of folklore tales and
customs.

THORNYBUSH PRIVATE GAME
RESERVE
A winning combination of
sophisticated living coupled with
excellent game viewing conducted
by expert rangers, this game reserve
ensures a memorable getaway.

PANORAMA ROUTE
Travellers en route to
Kruger National Park
from Johannesburg,
can also visit the
Panorama Route
– which makes for
one of the most
breathtakingly
beautiful self-drive
routes in South
Africa.

OFFSHORE
south africa

BALULE PRIVATE GAME RESERVE
Balule Nature Reserve offers an
authentic Kruger safari experience
amidst untouched terrains. The
rustic lodges and bush camps
provide a refreshing change from
the hustle-bustle of city life. The
highlight, post a thrilling evening
safari, would be a boma dinner
around the fire under a starlit sky.

Above: A
rhino is seen
grazing in the
wilderness
Right: A
close-up shot
of a leopard
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KAPAMA PRIVATE GAME
RESERVE
With Kapama and Klaserie rivers
flowing through its lush wild,
Kapama Private Game Reserve
also attracts a wide range of birds
in addition to being home to the
iconic ‘big five’. Luxury safari lodges
like Buffalo Camp, Kapama Karula,
River Lodge and Southern Camp,

Releasing in February 2018

OFFSHORE
south africa

numerical
FACTS

12,000
elephants call Kruger
National Park in South Africa
their home. 27,000 African
buffaloes and 1,000 leopards
are also found at Kruger
National Park

Best time
to visit:

April September

combined with activities like game
drives, elephant back safaris,
hot air ballooning, boat trips and
mountain tours further enhance the
experience.
Kruger National Park also offers
pocket-friendly accommodation at
in-house government camps like
Crocodile Bridge, Letaba and Lower
Sabie amongst others. The Satara

1927
was the year when the first
motor car entered the park

21
rest camps, 2 private lodge
and 15 private safari lodges
are there in the reserve

19,633
sq km is the size of the park,
larger than the size of Israel

25
degrees or above is the
average temperature of this
habitat around the year
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A majestic hot air balloon
flight over the expanse of
the park is a real once-in-alifetime experience!

Rest Camp, set in the middle of the
plains with a rustic charm, is popular
among travellers for some of the
best lion sightings in the region.
There are also other activities in
surrounding areas that enhance
the entire Kruger experience for
travellers. A majestic hot air balloon
flight over the expanse of the park
is a once-in-a-lifetime experience!
Other options include horseback
riding, blissful spa treatments and
golf. Visitors can also observe
initiatives undertaken at grassroots
level for the survival of African
wildlife at rehabilitation, breeding
and endangered species centres.
Combining any of these activities
with a Kruger Park safari adventure
ensures a well-rounded and
memorable holiday experience.
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Fashion Crusaders
of India
Designers David Abraham and Rakesh Thakore,
who celebrate 25 years in the limelight as
fashion powerhouses, have been challenging
stereotypes from the word go
words // Sharmi Adhikary

N

othing excites
David Abraham and
Rakesh Thakore
more than dabbling in the different
vocabularies of handwoven
textiles. In 1992, when the duo
took tentative steps into the world
of fashion, they presented their
minimalistic yet sharp sensibilities
to an audience still uninitiated to
crisp ready-to-wear crafted from
luxurious handwoven fabrics. Their
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work grabbed eyeballs for being
unapologetically Indian at heart but
international in look.
Twenty five years, and in their
words, many crests and troughs
notwithstanding, they continue to
be stoked by the idea of delving
into the richness of textiles.
Precisely why, Abraham & Thakore
(A&T) are toasted for inimitable
deftness and chic creativity that

LEISURE
fashion

transform traditional handloom
to suit global preferences. The
joy of working on a handloom
creation right from its inception
to maturity is something that has
driven the evangelists of textile
revivalism in India. It has bolstered
and consolidated their presence,
and eventual success. The fashion
revolutionaries call it a complete
process: working with weavers
of Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Odisha and Gujarat, on a particular
fabric, charting designs from the
nascent stage to completion of a
gorgeous garment.
Talking about this association,
Abraham says, “As batchmates of
1975 studying textile design at the
National Institute of Design, our
thought process and aesthetics

pitstop
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matched. But after NID we went
different ways, only to unify a few
years later. Kevin (Kevin Nigli is the
third partner) joined us after six
months.” Thakore adds a cheeky
afterthought, “Maybe it was also
spurred by the fact that we both
felt unemployed after my stint with
Festival of India and he was working
solo.”
The formation of A&T in 1992
turned out to be fortuitous. Their
body of work reflects the journey
of the Indian fashion industry and
also tells the story of outsiders who
have steadily pushed the boundaries
of fashion in India. Their work is
symptomatic of a move away from
the highly elaborate, traditional
stereotype of Indian fashion to an
international aesthetic based in the

,

A houndstooth double Ikat silk sari from their
2011 collection was part of a Victoria and
Albert Museum exhibition titled The Fabric
of India, held from October 2015 to January
2016 in London, England.

textile heritage of our country but
not constrained by it.
EARLY YEARS
Thakore’s craft documentation in
NID was on Ikat and Chirala’s Rumal
where he explored the diverse warp
and weft techniques involved in
the creation. “At NID, subjects like
textiles and fashion are taught with
a focus on ethnographic study. That
to be a designer, you should look at
your surroundings and be sensitive
to it,” says Thakore.
Thereafter, he worked with the late
Martand Singh on a series of touring
exhibitions from 1982-92 that
showcased the textile heritage of
India to the West. “This was Festival
of India, the Master Weavers
exhibition and Vishwakarma series,”

Revered for their work with traditional
ikat, the duo has been diligently
experimenting with techniques,
designs and patterns to infuse a new
perspective into the dying art.

LEISURE
fashion

company Sandy Starkman for many
years. Between 1991-92, he handled
his solo label David Abraham, which
sold through the stores Fred Hayman
and Bergdorf Goodman.

Amazing
FACTS

VISTARA UNIFORM
We wanted to create a uniform
that respected the taxing work
climate of a cabin crew and do
away with a stuffy outfit that
attracts the male gaze. Hence,
we chose a crisp, smart tunic
and pants. In royal purple with
the Air Vistara emblem printed
on a handmade fabric that is
easy to maintain and remains
crease-free throughout the
day. The idea was to bring it
closer to the kurta-pyjama that
emanates the Indian ethos, but
in a more chic and comfortable
way, so that in it she is able to
put in her best for flyers.

ON A LIGHTER NOTE
When work isn’t beckoning,
Abraham unwinds with his
dogs, a good book or Netflix.
Thakore on the other hand,
destresses with gardening and
films. “I loved Tumhari Sulu for
the brilliance of Vidya Balan and
Newton for being just perfect. I
don’t read much because I tend
to fall asleep. It’s a terrible thing
to tell, but it’s true,” he laughs.
The two travel extensively and
come back with stories that they
tell through their work. “Travel
makes you humble. When you
witness the gargantuan amount
of talent the world has in realms
of art, culture and fashion, it
eggs you to do your work better,”
they say.

After forming their label in 1992,
making inroads wasn’t a cakewalk.
A&T started by selling textile-based
accessories like kimonos and scarves,
then went into home collections and
finally, fashion at The Conran Shop
in London. “For the first 10 years, we
had nothing to sell in India because
nobody wanted to touch anything.
But we followed our conviction,” says
Abraham.

Thakore recalls. “Those deep learnings
about the textile crafts of India shaped
up the foundation of our label that
it is today. We built a brand that
encouraged dressing according to a
culture and climate, finding an Indian
fashion identity that is beyond the
ethnic stereotype and depended on
craftspeople.”
Even while tapping into the aesthetics
of their home country, they individually
explored foreign shores. As part of a
project, Thakore designed a collection
of ikats for the iconic Japanese
designer Issey Miyake. Abraham
worked at a New York-based clothing

THE SHIFT
When they started, there weren’t
many designers doing crisp readyto-wear ensembles. The scene has
changed making work more exciting.
“There is a marked shift in the sartorial
sense of millennials. They want sharp,
comfortable clothes,” says Thakore.
Last year, the duo took khadi to the
realm of glamour. “We laminated it
with gold and copper metallic foil
and distressed it. The patches were
then appliqued on cottons and silks
for a playful, glamorous yet earnest
makeover, ” adds Abraham.
OF WEAVES AND CRAFTS
The ikat creations of A&T are fresh,
stark, edgy and universal in appeal.
“It’s the outcome of many processes.
Months of research and sittings with
artisans give birth to an extraordinary
piece of fabric. Ikat, as a genre, has
always fascinated us because in both
the single and double ikat techniques
there is a scope for experimentation.
But double ikat is more challenging as

Even while tapping into the aesthetics of their home
country, they individually explored foreign shores
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the avenues to toy with the warp
and weft and play with colours,
yarns and resistances are manifold,”
explains Thakore.
High on block prints as well, A&T
have been creating separates
and saris using the technique
with their innovative inputs.
“For our last collection called
#BLOCKBLACKWHITE for Amazon
India Fashion Week Spring Summer
2018, we worked with textured
backgrounds using the gadh
technique done with uncarved
blocks. The florals motifs and the
stripes were added on that. The
wood block became a starting
point in design that focuses on
the irregularity of the handmade
textile,” says Abraham, pointing out
their innovations with standard
techniques.
ACCLAIM AND SUCCESS
Their repertoire involves working
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with handloom and traditional
textiles. They’ve built a practice by
reinventing Ikat, Jamdani and fine
cottons by engineering the weaves.
Most significantly, they design
for a refined woman. Their fusion
of modernity and tradition has
attracted the attention of museums
and curators as well.
Talking about their collaboration
with Obeetee Carpets recently,
Thakore shares, “We never explored
floor furnishings and this was a
learning curve. We deviated from
the Middle Eastern sensibilities
and took inspirations from textiles,
Indian motifs and all that has been
the mainstay of our work. Right
from ikat, calligraphy to textural
treatments, the idea was to
challenge the creative limits.” This is
exactly, why their work is so elegant
yet edgy. They have always pushed
the envelope of stereotypical
expectations.

VIVA VOCE
iceland

Australian actor
Russell Crowe talks
about the breathtaking
natural beauty
of Iceland

can you keep up with

ICELAND?
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Lucknow

Chikankari, a 400-yearold embroidery work is
exclusive to this city.

Year of

Pune

The city has 21
engineering colleges,
highest in the world in a
given city.

Varanasi

World-renowned sitar
maestro Pt Ravi Shankar
was born in this city.

My WOW moment

Well, swimming
in about 2 degree
(Celsius) off the coast
of Iceland was a very
interesting experience.
I’d been in and out of
the sea, half-naked,
filming all day... Later,
we found out that it
was the most dangerous beach in Iceland.
Every year, people
just get taken off the
beach.

I

celand – a nordic island located on the
Mid-Atlantic Ridge – is said to be the
most sparsely populated country located
in Europe, with a geography that includes
geologically-active regions, lava fields,
mountains and glacial rivers flowing
through the lowlands. For the filming
of the biblical epic movie Noah (2014),
we didn’t want to use the stereotypical
yellow sand of old epics – we wanted
something different. Iceland presented
itself with these incredibly beautiful, dark,
barren landscapes made out of lava – but
then you could drive 20 minutes and be

in an amazing, lush, waterfall-filled valley
that could represent Eden. We scouted
other places but no landscapes proved
as fruitful.
It was a magnificent place to shoot. We were
on top of volcanoes and glaciers, and then
the ocean where the lava meets the ocean.
In Iceland, when the rain first comes out,
it looks like fireworks. You have that two
blissful seconds where you’re swallowed
by the beauty and awe of it…and then you
get wet.
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From Screen to Canvas

Salman Khan
He may be the proverbial enfant terrible of the film industry, but
there are several occasions when the brawny side of Salman
Khan takes a backseat to reveal his softer and more humane
side. What most are aware of but few have experienced or seen
firsthand is his talent as an artist
words // Aarti Kapur Singh
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Above: Paintings by actor Salman Khan

S

ALMAN LOVES TO PAINT BUT IS EXTREMELY SECRETIVE ABOUT IT AND LIKES TO
KEEP HIS ART PRIVATE. AT AN INTERVIEW HE HAD DISMISSED HIS TALENT BY
SAYING, “EVERYONE HAS A HOBBY. PAINTING IS ONE OF MINE. I USED TO SKETCH
AS A TEENAGER AS WELL. BUT AS YOU MATURE, SO DOES YOUR WORK. I AM
SURPRISED PEOPLE THINK I AM GOOD AT IT!”

THE ARTISTIC SIDE
Much like his own distinct
personality, Salman’s artworks have
his unique imprint. From abstract
imagery to soulful paintings, from
careful artistic strokes to modern
splashes of colour, his paintings
reveal a soft side of him. Most of his
paintings are about faces - whether
it is people or gods. The faces
have rather serene and tranquil
expressions. The Buddha paintings
by Salman are especially stunning.
Salman also paints based on his
own secular belief of ‘oneness of
gods.’ His paintings often have

these secular themes and imagery
that show God as one. Jesus Christ,
and charity, also seem to be a
recurring theme in his artwork. A
few of his paintings also have the
imagery of love in them.
Salman considers his paintings to
be personal, so he is quite hesitant
to auction or sell them. If at all he
does, the money raised goes to
his charity. His huge collection of
paintings is usually stowed at his
Panvel bungalow. Whatever he
draws, turns eyeballs. Such is the
craze, that his paintings are sold for

lakhs and crores. And the amount
that comes from the auctions goes
straight into the funds of his NGO,
Being Human.
WHAT HIS FAMILY AND
FRIENDS SAY?
Salman’s father and veteran
scriptwriter Salim Khan said he
is a proud father because of his
son’s talent. “I am not just saying
this because it is my son we are
talking about. Salman has had that
sensitivity ever since he was very
young. He would doodle and sketch
from a very early age. I am proud
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Salman painted this image for his close friend and co-actor Kareena Kapoor

pitstop
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Salman Khan’s fans have opened
a restaurant named BhaiJaanz
in Mumbai. The restaurant’s
walls are decorated with
Salman’s film trivia.

Once when a canvas depicting a mother and child
got a bid of `20 lakh, Salman withdrew it from
the auction. Eventually, the same canvas fetched

`2.5 crore.

Salman Khan’s favourite
actress is Bollywood’s ‘dream
girl’ Hema Malini while his
favourite actor is Hollywood
star Sylvester Stallone.

LEISURE
art

he has that eye to see the beauty
in the world. His mood for painting
overcomes everything. If he has
an idea or something in his mind,
he likes to execute it immediately.
Our farmhouse in Panvel is also a
place where he paints very often.
Perhaps, he could have been an
artist if he hadn’t become an actor.
His friend, art student Nilesh Vede,
who helps him with techniques, has
said this to me several times.”
Politician Bina Kak, a family friend
of the Khans, reveals, “ I have seen
him painting with ink, beetroot,
coffee froth - whatever catches his
fancy or is readily available in front
of him! We were once sitting on a
sandy patch in his farmhouse and
he was doodling on the sand! He
is a compulsive artist and a rather
good one at that!”

Actor Salman Khan posing with his painting of Lord Shiva

His doodle of Lord Shiva
on a piece of paper using
a ballpoint pen during the
break of a reality TV show
broke the Internet

Amazing
FACTS
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“Even by exacting artistic standards,
his portraits, especially reposeful and
pious faces indicate a deep sensitivity
of a human,” says renowned Indian
artist Subodh Gupta.
EXPRESSING THROUGH
SKETCHES
Salman keeps doodling in between
shots too. His doodle of Lord Shiva
on a piece of paper using a ballpoint
pen during the break of a reality
television show broke the internet.
“During the break, while others

THE COMMON MAN
The Bollywood
superstar had painted
the first poster of his
2013 film Jai Ho. He
was keen to have his
fans on his flagship
poster, so thousands
of faces have been
merged to make a
close up shot of him.

were having refreshments, Salman
took a paper and started doodling.
Within 10 minutes he had drawn
this amazing sketch of the face of
Lord Shiva,” says Sonakshi Sinha,
who is apparently his protégé not
just in films, but also in painting.
“The first thing he told me was to be
as fearless with colour as my father
was on screen!” laughs Sonakshi.
Several colleagues and actors from
the industry are fans of Salman’s art.
He has gifted paintings to his close
friends Aamir Khan, Asin, Boney
Kapoor and Sridevi. He even made
one for Aamir during the latter’s
Ghajini days. “That is Salman’s way
to wish good luck. He painted a
special Bajrangi Bhaijaan painting for
me, and for the longest time, Kabir
Khan, our director, wanted to turn
it into the poster for the film,’ says
Kareena Kapoor Khan. Salman has
also gifted a painting of Kareena’s
grandfather actor Raj Kapoor to her
cousin Ranbir.
Salman Khan may be called ‘bhai’
by his fans and colleagues because
of his huge stardom, massive fan
following, as well as blockbuster
hits but when he is not under
greasepaint up for a shot, he is more
often than not, smeared in colours,
painting his inner moods. Perhaps
that is the best way in which he can
truly express himself.

FOR MY LOVING
SISTER
He presented Arpita
Khan with a beautiful
hand painted picture,
depicting various
postures offering
Namaz for her
wedding gift in 2014.
She had shared a few
images of the painting
on Instagram.

IN TRANSIT
did you know?

Hearing is the
fastest human
sense. A person
can recognise a
sound in

0.05
seconds

The human body can hear faster than it
can see, taste, smell, or feel. Now, you
may be wondering that if speed of light
is 299,792,458 mts per second and the
speed of sound is only 340.29 mts per
second, how can hearing be faster? It’s
because hearing or seeing only starts
when a sound or light reaches your ear
or eye. It doesn’t matter how fast the
light gets to your eye rather how long
it takes to get from your eye to your
brain. It’s the same with hearing. It
doesn’t matter that sound moves slower
than light rather how long it takes the
information to get from your ear to your
brain. Once a sound wave reaches your
ear, your brain can recognise it in just
0.05 seconds. That’s ten times faster
than the blink of an eye!
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I have stepped beyond the boundaries,
Travelled from the hearth to the threshold,
We cannot be stopped anymore,
We have pledged to conquer the world.

T

hese lines from the 1995
edition of Delhi-based
feminist organisation Jagori’s
annual notebook sum up the visible
shift in the discourse around women’s
lives. Together with many organisations,
collectives and individuals, its actions
have brought together global and local
campaigns for peace, non-violence and
justice—a collective march to forefront
women’s rights, their myriad capabilities,
their multiple identities - their agency,
voice and choice.

Towards
a better world
Delhi-based women’s rights organisation, Jagori, has
been working tirelessly for more than three decades
to give an opportunity to men and women to
question gender biases, attitudes and beliefs so that
they can change them, and create awareness among
women about their rights so they can claim them
words // Shillpi A Singh
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For Jagori, 2017 was a year of freedom,
safety and rights, and a year to celebrate
the power of love and say no to love of
power. The year began with the launch
of its 11-day campaign talking about
women’s safety in the Capital. Held in
partnership with the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC), the campaign ran
from January 21 to 31, 2017, across
ten busiest metro stations in the city
and used public messages for creating
awareness among men and women on
the issue and urging them to take action
and end violence.
“The rising incidences of sexual
harassment on the metro and other
public transport systems across the
city point to the urgent need to go
beyond the victim, perpetrator and law
enforcement agencies when looking
for solutions. There is a need for a
collective mindset and behaviour that
shows zero tolerance to violence of any
kind,” says Geetha Nambisan, Director,
Jagori. Acknowledging the role of men

WE CARE
jagori foundation

WORK IN PROGRESS
Jagori aims to deepen
feminist consciousness with
diverse partners at local
and national levels through:
■ F
 eminist research and
knowledge building
■ S
 upporting women’s
leadership and agency
■ P
 erspective and capacity
development on feminist
principles and strategies
■ P
 roviding support
services to women
survivors of violence
■ N
 etworking for feminist
movement
ACTIVITIES
To enable marginalised
and oppressed women in
rural and urban areas with
awareness and action for
rights, Jagori undertakes
training, documentation,
grassroot action research,
advocacy and campaigning
in partnership with
stakeholders including
individual women,
community members, civil
society representatives,
and other state/
institutional actors.
■ P
 erspective and
capacity development
on feminist principles
and strategies
■ T
 he Resource Centre
■ V
 iolence Intervention
■ T
 he Safe Cities Initiative
■ P
 iloting new approaches
and supporting women’s
leadership
■ C
 ampaigns to raise
awareness on Violence
Against Women (VAW)

and boys for building equitable gender
relations in society, she adds, “Women
and girls are speaking out and reporting
cases of sexual harassment and violence,
but that’s not enough. Men and boys need
to be sensitised, and they need to initiate
positive action – their active engagement
is required to end violence against women
and girls.”
THE INCEPTION
Jagori, which means ‘Awaken, women!’,
started out as a collective effort in 1984
with a vision to build a just society
through feminist values. Founded by
six women and one man - Abha Bhaiya,
Kamla Bhasin, Runu Chakravarty, Gauri
Choudhury, Sheba Chhacchi, Manjari
Dingwaney and Joginder Panghaal – Jagori
has been a pioneer and a follower - a part
of larger movements and processes. Ever
since, it has been working to convene
creative spaces where women from small
towns and rural areas too, can express

themselves and articulate their experience
of oppression, learn more about it and find
ways of fighting it.
The organisation, along with several other
groups, has been advocating for laws and
policies for women so that they are able
to enjoy the vast array of opportunities
and services that are offered to citizens
of the country. A helpline service
provides support to women and girls
facing discrimination or violence within
the home, in public spaces and at the
workplace.
INTERNATIONAL AWARENESS
Jagori has also been a part of global
campaigns such as 16 days of activism
on Violence Against Women, the Orange
Day Campaign, The Anti-Street Sexual
Harassment Week, and the One Billion
Rising (OBR) Campaign, and closer
home, it has spearheaded the Safe City
Campaign.

We believe we are a part of the new wave of feminism. That is a defining moment for us.
We also call ourselves an autonomous women’s group - autonomous of political parties and
government, and in terms of our decision-making. When we started we did not really have any
motive to say how a feminist organisation should run, but we had some commitment to a very
democratic collective structure. So we did not really have designations in the organisation.
Everybody did everything together and a lot of work was really shared collectively.”
-ABHA BHAIYA, founder member, Jagori
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There’s a growing clamour for unconditional
freedom whose boundaries are defined only
by humanity, diversity, inclusion and peace
AWARDS GALORE
■

Nari Shakti
Puraskar 2016
for outstanding
work for welfare
and well-being of
women

■ T
 he Roland

Berger Human
Dignity Award for
2012-13 for long
and successful
commitment to
women’s rights in
India

JAGORI
COUNSELLING
AND SUPPORT
SERVICES FOR
WOMEN
+91 11 2669 2700
+91 8800 9966 40

The OBR campaign began with a
global call from American playwright
and activist, Eve Ensler, to people
around the world – men and children
included – to root out violence
against women and join in a global
day of action on February 14, 2013.
And since then, every year, a coalition
of more than 65 organisations and
individuals from all walks of life have
participated in this campaign along
with Sangat and Jagori.
“Last year, the theme of the OBR
campaign was Rights and Safety of
Women Workers. A consultation
was jointly organised on March 18,
2017. More than 200 domestic
workers, sex workers, home-based
workers, garment workers and

homemakers from various locations
in the Capital came, shared their
experiences, and learnt about
schemes and efforts to ensure
their access to entitlements,” says
Nambisan.
TIE-UP WITH LAW
ENFORCEMENT
Jagori initiated the Safe Delhi
Campaign in 2004. Post December
2012, numerous state and non-state
actors started to play their part to
make the city safer for women. For
example, the New Delhi Municipal
Council in partnership with Safetipin
is using mobile-enabled safety audit
data on the perception of safety
around metro stations within its
jurisdiction to enhance last mile

connectivity. Safetipin is also
sharing safety audit data with the
Delhi Police and the Public Works
Department to identify areas that
are dark, unsafe and need to be
improved. The Department of
Tourism is using the safety audit
data to ensure the safety of tourists
around specific locations in the city.
Jagori has also demonstrated that
when communities collect data on
safety perceptions in their locality
and share findings with relevant
stakeholders, they create opportunities
for participation and action.
BETTER INFRASTRUCTURE
“Women are demanding safety in
the form of safe transport, well-lit
roads, well-constructed pavements,
safe access to sanitation, betterplanned cities, responsive law
enforcement, legal and medical care,
and timely psycho-social support.
But there’s a growing clamour
for unconditional freedom whose
boundaries are defined only by
humanity, diversity, inclusion and
peace, and women believe that
continuous action is the only way to
ensure this,” she quips.
Jagori ended the year on another
high with the #16days of Activism
against Gender-based Violence
from November 25 - December
10, 2017. Jagori invited people
to imagine what the world would
look like without oppressive gender
stereotypes and norms. The
objective was to engage people by
asking them to think about their
own choices in everyday life and
highlighting stories of people facing,
dealing with, and resisting gender
stereotypes; by recognising the
violence in everyday words and
actions and creating new ways of
seeing and being stereotype-free.
Lets #UnStereotype our world,” she
signs off.
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Kochi

India’s first European
Church was built
here in1503 by the
Portuguese.

Year of

Ranchi

The city is known for its
numerous picturesque
waterfalls.

LEISURE
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Guwahati
The city has the
largest tea auction
market in India.

Stay Ahead in the

Race

One of the preferred destinations for
higher education, the US has attracted
Indian students for decades for pursing
higher education
words // Ninad D Sheth

E

very year, millions of Indian students
travel to the Unites States of America
for higher studies. Over the past few
years, the trend has seen a rapid
growth rate of 25 to 30 percent.
Be it ivy league colleges such as
Harvard and Yale or the middle rung
Universities like the State University
of New York, all of them give you an
exclusive perspective on the world
that is highly prized by prospective
employees.
An American degree also gives you
something extra – a network of
influence from the alumni of the
college that you graduate from. This
can be a game changer for your
business or if you decide to have a
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startup, it can be the turbocharger
in terms of seed investments.
One aspect about applying to
an American university that all
applicants need to understand is
that the selection process is holistic.
Admission officers will select a
candidate after reviewing multiple
avenues. Unlike Indian universities,
the percentage obtained during
your 12th and undergraduate degree
or a high score in the entrance
examination (GRE, GMAT, SAT, etc)
doesn’t ensure your admission.
Here are a few key tips that you
must keep in mind before applying
to a US university:

DOCUMENTS IN ORDER
Be organised. It helps if you follow
the laid out process and get all the
valid documents step by step. It
is vital not to send an incomplete
admission procedural form. The USA
hosted a record 10 lakh students
last year, so an incomplete form will
not find attentive administrative
audience. The most important
document is your transcript
of semester wise marks and a
provisional degree certificate. Some
universities can insist on a hard
copy and others make do with
the scanned version. Ensure that
other certificates such as solvency
certificate that proves that you can
afford to pay for the degree are

in the US up to 60 days beyond the
length of time it takes to complete
their academic program, unless they
have applied and been approved to
stay and work for a period of time
under the Optional Practical Training
(OPT) Program.
DIFFERENT STROKES
For undergraduate courses, most
American colleges and universities
expect scores from at least two SAT
subject tests. There are many streams
that you can explore, including but
not limited to physics, chemistry,
mathematics, English literature, world
history and foreign languages. At the
undergraduate level, TOEFL is not
a mandatory requirement at every
university as for some a good SAT
score is sufficient.

The best time for giving your
SAT, GRE, GMAT and TOEFL
examinations is in August.
This is because you do not
get all of your test scores at
the same time

included in your admission forms.
RIGHT TIME
Get a hang of the US system. The
best time for giving your SAT, GRE,
GMAT and TOEFL examinations is
in August. This is because you do
not get all of your test scores at
the same time. By giving the exam
in August, there is ample time to
prepare for the application system
that starts in fall (October).
VISA
An ‘F1’ visa is issued to international
students who are attending an
academic program or English
Language Program at a US college
or university. Students can remain

MAKE A STATEMENT
Many universities are unique
and they require you to write a
statement that explains why you
would be the best fit for that
university. Write this with flair yet
be careful that you do not end up
sounding like a person with a huge
ego. Let it be a letter that is free
of clichés and is short but where
words count and add up. Also, do
not hesitate to explain why the
university is also a good match for
you just as you are for it.
THE EDGE
In the US it is not all about rote
learning. It is important - in fact
critical - that you have built up a
CV that has some interesting and
committed extra-curricular activities
which you are passionate about.
These could be anything, such as
volunteering at a hospital, mountain
climbing, or painting. Volunteer work
goes a long way in the admission
process.
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STOP OVER
airport

Prepare to be dazzled
by the Thrissur Pooram
festival inspired lifesized elephants at the
Cochin International
Airport in Kochi.
Thrissur Pooram is the
most colourful and
spectacular annual
temple festival of
Kerala and is held in
the Malayalam month
of Medam (April-May)
images // Abidali Manningal

Festive
Galore
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Year of

Jammu

The city is said to have
been founded by Raja
Jambu Lochan some
3,000 years back.

Port Blair
The town has a
higher literacy rate
than any other part of
India at 89.76%.

Bagdogra

It is the gateway airport to
the hill towns of Darjeeling,
Kurseong, Kalimpong
and Sikkim.

High and Mighty
The new terminal (Terminal
3) at Cochin International
Airport in Kochi, Kerala, has
many interesting facets to
dazzle onlookers. Since its
inception, earlier this year,
many aspects of the airport
have been in the news,
such as its solar powered
car park, high-speed WiFi
network, rooftop garden,
a dedicated prayer hall and
more. However, the most
noticeable aspect of the
airport is a unique installation
of 15 life-sized fibre elephants
caparisoned and adorning
traditional costumes. Inspired
from the Thrissur Pooram
festival, the installation leaves
travellers spellbound.
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M o n t h ly Fo r e c a s t

1

2

two

one

3

three

Love: Someone from the past may come back
to haunt you this month. A person you may
have been close to at one time.

Love: If you are dating someone for the first
time, don’t expect this to be like anything you
have experienced before.

Love: A bond between you and a close friend
could be shattered this month. If you let off
steam now, you could wreck everything.

Career: Diversify your portfolio by enrolling
in a workshop or part-time classes, and hone
your area of expertise.

Career: This month there can be a new job
opportunity or an exciting interview prospect.

Career: You seal an important deal with a
promising new job prospect.

Health: Do best not to be careless and take
care of yourself.

Health: Women, do not ignore your health
issues, go and consult a doctor.

Health: A good diet and some light exercise
are really starting to pay off for you.

Lucky tip: See your reflection in the mirror
before leaving.

Lucky tip: Wearing yellow clothes on a
Thursday will boost your luck.

Lucky tip: Worship Lord Ganesha to ward off
negativity in life.

4

5

four

Love: You would do well to watch your
words this month, as there is a general air of
excitement and mental tension.
Career: If you’re in between assignments,
consider taking a temporary ‘bridge job’ in the
meantime.

five

Love: If you have certain issues that need
discussion, then this would be a good time to do so.
Career: This month if you’re low on cash, don’t
be afraid to ask your family and friends. No need
to break the bank.

6

six

Love: This month your partner will encourage
you to be more truly yourself and your partner
will certainly enjoy the new you!
Career: You need to be cautious at work and
avoid any arguments with your client or boss.

Health: Make time each day to walk in nature
or exercise in any way that suits you best.

Health: You could be very stressed out this
month due to an accident of your close friend.
Calming, relaxing exercises will help you a lot.

Health: Force yourself to get out of bed and
into the gym. A good workout will raise your
energy levels and enthusiasm.

Lucky tip: You are advised to feed grass and
jaggery to a cow every morning.

Lucky tip: Light a ‘ghee lamp’ under Peepal tree.
every day.

Lucky tip: Worship Lord Hanuman and chant
Hanuman Chalisa.

7

8

seven

eight

9

nine

Love: You may need to focus on a more
emotionally secure route with something
connected with your love life.

Love: Love and romance may come into your
life and the existing relationships are revitalised
with warmth, sharing and caring.

Career: Dive into creative practices like journaling,
and get back in touch with your true calling.

Career: Communication between you and your
co-workers is especially strong this month.

Health: You may be tempted to take a risk and
could suffer a slight accident as a result. Apart
from this, your health looks pretty good.

Health: You may feel lonely and blue this month
for no apparent reason. Start social activities
that make you feel good and also start yoga
classes as its effects are profound.

Health: Use your mind to convince yourself to
get your running shoes on, to prepare a healthy
dinner, or to get up and refill your water glass.

Lucky tip: Wear white every Monday.

Lucky tip: Offer water to the Sun every morning.

Lucky tip: Offer water to Lord Shiva Lingam.
every day.

JAI MADAAN, NUMEROLOGIST

Love: You may not have any choice but to loosen
your inhibitions this month. If you are going out,
then be prepared for a battle if you dislike being
ravished on the first night.
Career: This month, team up with someone
whose skills complement your own.

A philosophy graduate from Miranda House, Delhi University, Jai Madaan started her spiritual journey in the early years of childhood. Having
developed an interest in tarot reading at a very young age, she’s now a leading practitioner of tarot, astrology, palmistry, numerology and vaastu.
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A Palatial

Once a centre of power, the
majestic palaces of India are
unparalleled in architecture
and luxury
images // Vikram Singh Chauhan

R

egality in India has always been diverse
as are the palaces that these royals
have called home for centuries. In
recent years, these gigantic and stately
properties have served as tourist
attractions and holiday destinations for
the affluent and celebrities to explore
and experience the royal life. Some of
these properties have been turned into
heritage hotels while others still serve as
residences for descendants of erstwhile
royal families. There is a lot more to
Indian palaces than just architecture.
There are centuries old legends, occult
stories, clandestine tales, rare royal
artefacts and rich collection of art and
crafts which are living testaments to
India’s regal past.
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Laxmi Vilas Palace, Vadodara

The Laxmi Vilas Palace is four times the
size of the Buckingham Palace in London
and has a total of 170 rooms
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Four gates in one
of the courtyards
(Pritam Niwas
Chowk) of the City
Palace in Jaipur
represent the four
seasons in a year.
Exquisite murals
with fine and
detailed artwork
depict a royal
procession

ARCHITECTURE
Most palaces in the north, northwest
and central India have a blend of
Rajput and Mughal architecture. For
instance, in the palaces of Rajasthan,
the interior walls, windows and
arches have floral motifs that have
been block-printed by hand during
the Mughal and Rajput era. The
courtyards look charismatic with
ornate balconies, sculptured pillars,
balustrades, bracketed windows and
marble friezes. Meanwhile, the palaces
which were built under British rule
have clear Venetian, Saracenic and
Gothic styles of design with large wellrounded columns and stained-glass
windows.
City Palace, Jaipur
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Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad
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Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur

EXQUISITE INTERIORS
From marvellously bright facades to
intricate craftsmanship within the
grandeur of each structure, these
majestic palaces are rich in heritage
and historical opulence. For instance,
the dining room at Falaknuma Palace
in Hyderabad has 101 chairs and
the longest dining table in India that
gives a larger than life vibe at first
sight. The Moti Mahal (Pearl Palace)
at the Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur
is another example of opulence. It
takes its name from the quality of the
lime plaster used. Mixed with finely
crushed shells it gives the surface of
the room a pearl-like luster.
Bangalore Palace
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New Year Luxe
Explore the latest trends of the New Year luxury market
and what shoppers can expect
words // Mahul Brahma

D

ecember brings a
mixed feeling of joy
and sorrow. Joy of
a fresh year ahead,
a time to make resolutions, a time
to wipe the slate clean for a fresh
start. And sorrow, for the year
that is ready to bow out, for the
moments that will never come back,
for the regrets that we wish never
happened and for the love that was
lost somewhere. A fresh year is also
a time to tell the ones you care for
that they are fondly remembered.
A fresh year is also a time to flaunt,
and whenever there is flaunting,
there is luxury. So, New Year ushers
in a great opportunity to make
moolah by the luxury brands.
The New Year is a universal
celebration where every market,

tapped and untapped, is a source
of revenue. However, the key lies in
customisation and showing to the
extent a brand cares about its Indian
buyers without losing the brand’s
identity for which it charges
a premium.
Giorgio Armani had launched a palette
celebrating the Chinese New Year. It
was inspired by the traditional colours
of China -- a vermilion red lid and
a shiny black base. Two Chinese
symbols, representing Fortune and
Luck, have been inscribed on the
red top with an outline of a ‘monkey’
imprinted inside.
Another example is watchmaker and
jeweller Piaget. It was in La Côte-auxFées, a small village in the Swiss part
of the Jura that Georges Édouard
Piaget sketched the first strokes of
the watch. Piaget’s money-embossed
watch is another example of
customisation for reaping the benefits
of the Chinese Lunar New Year.
The pride with which the Chinese
flaunt such customisations by reputed
designers and luxury brands is what
makes them worth their hardearned money. There is a sense of
pride to pay and generate a steady
demand for such customisations
and small wonder Chinese Lunar
New Year always witness a beeline
for such customised products by
luxury brands.
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Now with the ebbing Chinese luxury
story, most luxury goods providers
need to shift focus to the growing
luxury consumer base in India, which
is poised to grow at 25 per cent from
2013 till 2018, and is likely to touch
$18-billion mark from the ongoing
level of $14 billion.
So Giorgio Armani needs to relook
at their New Year strategy for India
and can surely replicate the model to
celebrate the New Year in India with
‘Indian colours’ or motifs or may be
a ‘Ganesha’ or ‘Lakshmi’ embossed
products to make the occasion
auspicious. They can replicate in their
watches, leather goods as well as a
few select wearables such as men’s
jackets. So brands such as Louis
Vuitton, Piaget, Dior, Mont Blanc,
and Rolex can create a brand for
India’s New Year where we celebrate
their India-special editions.
The only caveat is that these luxury
brands may make the mistake of
going ahead with such customisation
without a deep understanding
of tradition and culture. These
designers need to understand the
true value of the Indian ethos and
thus create customisations which
do not look like desperate attempts
to sell ‘India-style’ products where
the uniqueness of the luxury brand
is lost. It is all about maintaining a
fine balance of customisation and
brand identity.
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VISTARA EXPERIENCE

2017 has been a good year for Vistara both on the ground and at 35,000 ft in the sky. While we have been showered with accolades and awards last year, but more
importantly we managed to win many more loyal customers who swear by Vistara’s array of services and fine products that have redefined air travel in Indian skies
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Exploring the New
From awards and accolades to winsome services and innovative
initiatives, 2017 was an exciting year for Vistara and our flyers.
In 2018, we step into our fourth year of redefining air travel in
India with even more enthusiasm and zeal

I

t is that time of the year
again when everyone is torn
between snuggling inside
their blanket with a hot mug
of coffee and making stern
resolutions for the year to
come. Whatever be your
choice, the commonality is the
childlike excitement that this
season brings out in everyone.
Gifts and treats, choirs and
holidays are what constitute
most of the people’s thoughts

as snowfall and sleigh-horses gear
up for the jingle way.
Adding to the festivities of the
season, Vistara reminisces the
brilliant year gone by. As a threeyear old airline we have been
immensely lucky to have always
received love and affection from
our customers on our journey
towards growth as we we crossed
the milestone of flying seven
million customers last year.

Customer preferences are pivotal
in all innovations and strategies
deployed by us. Our customer
centric approach coupled with
intuitive thoughtfulness has also
helped us create a niche space in
Indian skies.
Vistara, in the past year, has
sought to play Santa in the world
of aviation with industry-first
offers and services. With solo
women travellers on the rise,
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From curating an exclusive gourmet menu for our flyers, celebrating Independence Day in style to organising ‘Vistara Hackathon’ aimed at encouraging the young minds of our country to
create innovative solutions, Vistara had an eventful year, touching myriad stakeholders in different ways

2017 has been a year of meticulous training and
upskilling for all the members of the Vistara family
as we prepare to foray into international skies
we identified a need to create
a safer travel environment for
each of them. On the occasion of
International Women’s Day, we
launched an industry-first service,
#VistaraWomanFlyer. Travelling
away from home for business can
be toilsome and to cater to this
pain point, ‘Vistara Corporate Flyer’
was launched to provide several
benefits designed to make business
travel hassle-free for our corporate
honchos. For leisure travellers, we
introduced unique programmes
such as ‘Vistara Direct’ providing
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perks to those who book directly
through the company website,
and Vistara Getaways, a one-stopshop for customisable holiday
packages for people who want to
evade the monotonous routine of
life. These introductions aimed at
opening an array of advantages to
the customers, and in addition, we
designed a priority handling service
that provides the convenience of
priority check-in, baggage handling,
and boarding called #VistaraPriority
to enhance the travel experience of
its Economy Class customers.

Partaking in codeshare partnership
with Singapore Airlines and SilkAir,
we ensured world-class experience
to a wider customer base and
providing them with Vistara’s service
and operational excellence. Taking
this unwavering focus on service
excellence and customer centricity to
the next level, we also signed a fiveyear agreement with the Airbus Group
to provide training services to Vistara
pilots for the A320 type aircraft.
This year has been a year of
meticulous training and upskilling

Among other exciting events, we welcomed out first Airbus A320neo in the Vistara fleet which was #NotJustAnotherNeo, but came with innovative mood-lighting, ambient
music and plush leather seats to sink into. There were several other initiatives and offerings that we undertook for our corporate flyers, solo women travellers and older
persons during the course of the year

for all the members of the Vistara
family as we prepare to foray
into international skies. Growing
our fleet of aircraft, we added
three new Airbus A320neos
(Neo stands for New Engine
Option) that comes with exclusive
features such as mood lighting
and plush leather seats, making
it #NotJustAnotherNeo. We also
announced the launch of an interline
partnership with Qatar’s flag-carrier,
Qatar Airways enabling customers
to travel seamlessly on Vistara’s
domestic flights, to and from Qatar
Airway’s global network. For smooth
transit beyond domestic skies we
also signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Japan
Airlines to pursue commercial
opportunities that combine the
synergies of both airlines with
the aim of providing greater

convenience to their joint customers
travelling between India and Japan,
and through Japan to points beyond.
Locally, Vistara expanded its network
with introduction of new destinations
like Amritsar, Leh, Ranchi and by
re-launching flights to Varanasi. This
year we recognised the ability in
young minds of India to bring about
massive alterations and leveraging
on that we organised ‘Vistara
Hackathon’ aimed at encouraging
the young minds of our country to
create innovative solutions that will
disrupt the airline industry through
technology and automation, in line
with Vistara’s vision of transforming
the flying experience for travellers
in India. Playing by the strengths
of the youth we helped delve
into their psyche and to attract
the future to fly with us we made

available attractive features like freshly
brewed Starbucks® on-board Vistara
to customers in Business Class and
Premium Economy.
With this and many more aces
up our sleeves crafted for you,
our customers, Vistara forges on,
eager to delight you with the best
products and services, fuelled by
your appreciation and love. Adding
to the testimony are all the awards
and accolades we have garnered
over the past year, ranging from
being identified as the Best Emerging
Airline to the Best Domestic Airline
by esteemed organisations. Keeping
the momentum going, the next year
will be all the more exciting with
plans to foray into international skies
and expanding domestically with
new aircrafts and the best in the
industry crew.
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Get exclusive benefits
even after your

FLIGHT

Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your Vistara boarding pass
within seven days of your travel at our partner brands and enjoy exciting offers

RETAIL SHOPPING

Flat 10% off on drinks,
books, and souvenirs
category at Delhi, Mumbai,
Pune and Bengaluru
Airport stores

Flat 10% off on all
products at Skywater
retail stores (Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and
Panchkula)

Flat 15% off on Victorinox and
all other associate brands
available in Gute Reise Stores
in Delhi NCR, Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Chennai

Flat 10% off on
transactions of `3000
and above. Offer
applicable only at Nykaa
retail stores

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

30% off on wellness spa services
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Flat 15% off on all services

Flat `500 off on any body spa or facial service*

DINING

Black & White
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Fly Vistara and
avail any ONE of the
following offers by
presenting Vistara’s
Boarding Pass:
Flat 20% off on food
and soft beverages at
any of the outlets

Meal for 1 - 1 quarter chicken,
1 regular side, 1 bottomless
soft drink or domestic beer
pint @ `395*
Meal for 4 - 1 full chicken, 4
regular sides, 4 bottomless
soft drinks or domestic beer
pints @ `1495*

Economy package for 1:
Beer & burger combo
for `449* only
Free* appetiser on
purchase of an entree
(appetiser to be similar
or lesser value)

Dining Offer: Flat 10% off on
food & soft beverages
at F&B outlets
(Buzz, Swirl & Deli)

Buy one get one beer
Premium package for 2:
2 margaritas or 2 beers
+ 1 starter + 2 main
course + 1 dessert for
`1,999** only
**All inclusive

Exclusive 20% off
on any Spa & Salon
Services
Enjoy free entry, special
discounts and offers on
F&B at Kitty Su from
Sunday – Thursday

Dining Offer: Flat 10% off on food and
soft beverages at F&B outlets (Seven,
Umami
& Octave)
hotel
Reverse
Black at
& the
White

GUWAHATI ASSAM

Reverse Colour

Package for 1: 2 pints of
select beers + 1 select
appetizer @ `449+ taxes
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Package for 2: 1 pitcher
of select beer+ 2 select
appetizers @ `899+ taxes

Standard Colour
GUWAHATI ASSAM

HOSPITALITY

One level upgrade*
on presenting the
boarding pass
Free dessert at any
F&B outlet along with the
main course*

Upto 15% off on stay at any
Ginger Hotel
Stay Period: Nov 1, 2017 to
31,March 2018
Offer Code: GINGERSPL

20% off on best available rate by using promo code ‘ZUSP20VIST’ for
booking Lemon Tree Premier, Lemon Tree Hotels and Red Fox Hotels
Booking to be done at www.lemontreehotels.com
Offer also includes: 20% off on F&B (Republic of Noodles*,
free WiFi 24x7 and buffet breakfast)

Room upgrade to the next level *
10% off on usage of the spa facilities
10% off on food & soft beverages at the restaurants*

Exclusive 10% off on stay along
with complementary plantation
safari, birding & nature tour,
also get access to the golf course

20% off on body massages, flat
20% off on suites and villas
and 20% off on beverages at
the bar on all days before 7pm

TRAVEL AND EXPERIENCE

RENT A CAR

`600 off on Myles
(self-drive) MVO500

Flat `500 off on Carzonrent (premium
chauffeur driven service) outstation
booking CVO500

Experience the heritage
of old Delhi like never
before at 20% off

For more information, please visit www.airvistara.com and check the deals and offers section

Get 10% off on Imagica
theme park & water
park tickets

Experience world class
sailing with Aquasail.
Discover sailing @ 50%
off. Sailing/Windsurfing
certified courses
@ 25% off.
Goa | Mandwa | Mumbai

*Terms & conditions apply
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Our Fleet
Our airline today has one of the youngest fleets in the country with cutting edge technology
to ensure highest standards of operational efficiency and comfort for passengers. With
thirteen A320 CEO aircraft and the addition of three A320 NEO aircraft (with 50% reduced
carbon emissions) in 2017, we are set to scale new heights.

A320
neo

A320
ceo

Vistara Fleet

Neo

Ceo

Total

3

13

Length

37.57 m

37.57 m

Wingspan

34.10 m

34.10 m

Height

12.10 m

12.10 m

Cruising Speed

833 km/h

829 km/h

Takeoff weight

73500 kg

73500 kg

Range

6,500 km

6000 km

Business/Premium Economy/Economy

8+24+126=158

8+24+126=158

Engine

CFM LEAP1A

IAE V2500-A5
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JUST AS QUICK
AS YOUR TRIP
FROM CUBICLE TO
CORNER OFFICE.
JOIN CLUB VISTARA
THE FASTEST REWARDING
FREQUENT FLYER PROGRAM*

airvistara.com

*Fastest redemption of the award ﬂight among frequent ﬂyer programs offered by full service carriers at average fares for metro sectors operated by Vistara.

FASTEST PATH TO AWARD FLIGHTS.

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

KEY FEATURES
FASTEST EARN

Earn up to 11 CV Points per INR 100 spent

FASTEST REDEMPTIONS

Award flights starting from 2000 CV Points
and Upgrade Awards from 500 CV Points

FASTER ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

Now reach elite tiers faster basis lower of Tier
Points and flights taken in 12 month period

THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT
FLYER PROGRAM IS
HERE!
TAILORED FOR THE TRENDSETTERS AND
THE BOARDROOM HIGH FLIERS, THE ALL
NEW CLUB VISTARA IS THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT FLYER PROGRAM*
With Club Vistara, you earn CV Points based on the value
of tickets purchased, the simplest and fairest way to earn
award points. Here at Club Vistara, when you spend more,
you earn more. Club Vistara not only provides you unique
privileges but also offers you: Fastest Earn, Redemption
and Elite Tier Qualification and enhanced elite tier benefits.
As a Club Vistara member you earn CV Points beyond a
flight ticket through our airline and co-brand partners. Earn
exciting privileges and benefits on every flight as you fly
the new feeling.

HOW TO JOIN

Becoming a Club Vistara (CV) member is simple and quick. Register with CV by:
•

Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com

•

Downloading our Mobile App

•

Fill the inflight enrolment form
available with our crew.

Once enrolled, CV membership ID will be sent to your
registered email ID and your account will be automatically
activated. As a CV member, you will have access to your
personalised account through our website and our mobile
app, to easily keep track of all your transactions with us.

ENJOY PRIORITY STATUS

Check-in, Waitlist Clearance, Baggage
Handling and Airport Standby

INCREASED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE

5- 15 kgs over and above the limit basis elite
tier status

LOUNGE ACCESS

Unrestricted access to Vistara Lounge when
you fly with Vistara

GUARANTEED RESERVATIONS
24-48 hour prior to departure

COMPLIMENTARY UPGRADE AND
LOUNGE ACCESS VOUCHERS
For use by self, friends or family

AIRLINE AND NON-AIRLINE PARTNERS
Earn and Redeem CV Points with our partners

EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES
Unconditional benefits and privileges for all
fare types

ENROLL NOW
AND EARN 500
BONUS
CV POINTS

To receive auto-credit of your CV Points, please remember
to quote your CV ID at the time of booking and check in.
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ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

TIER EVALUATION PROCESS

Tier evaluation is in terms of tier points
or the number of Vistara flights taken, whichever
upgrades or maintains your tier status faster. Refer
the Tier Evaluation criteria below:

Elite Tier Qualification process evaluates your tier status every day by
checking the number of Tier Points earned or number of flights flown in the
past 365 days. As soon as a member achieves the criteria as mentioned in
the table, they will be upgraded to the next elite tier or retain their current
tier status. In case of a tier upgrade or renewal, you elite tier status will
be valid for 12 months. On the day of expiry of your tier, if you are unable
to move up to the next elite tier or maintain your current tier, you will be
moved to the next lower tier for the next 12 months. You continue to enjoy
CV Base privileges as our CV Base tier membership will never expire.

Tier

Tier Points
required for
Upgrade

CV Silver

15000

CV Gold

25000

CV Platinum

35000

Flights required
for Upgrade
20
OR

30
40

CV
Base

PRIVILEGES & BENEFITS

CV
Silver

CV
Gold

CV
Platinum

Earn Points on All Flights

✓

✓

✓

✓

Tier/CV Points

8 CV Points/`100

9 CV Points/`100

10 CV Points/`100

11 CV Points/`100

✓

✓

✓

✓

Up to 48 Hours Prior*

Up to 24 Hours Prior*

Priority Airport Standby
✓

Priority Waitlist clearance
Guaranteed Reservations in
Economy Class
Priority Airport Check-in

Premium Economy
Counter

Business Class Counter

Business Class Counter

Increased Baggage Allowance

+5 Kg

+10 Kg

+15 kg

Priority Boarding

✓

✓

Lounge Access

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Lounge Access Vouchers

1

2

4

Upgrade Voucher

1

3

5

Priority Baggage handling
Exclusive Offers and Promotions

✓

Meet & Greet

✓

No Rescheduling Fee

✓

EARNING CV POINTS

Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with us.
At Club Vistara, our conscious effort is to ensure every flying experience of yours is a memorable
one. Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with
us. Earn CV Points based on the fare value of your ticket (base fare excluding taxes and fees). When
you spend more, you will earn more CV Points. Members can also earn CV Points with our partners.
When you fly with Vistara, simply share your CV ID at the time of booking or check-in and receive
the auto – credit of CV Points in you CV account within 24-48 hours. Your CV Points are valid for 36
months from the date of flight. Use CV Points to redeem Award Flights and Upgrade Awards. Please
refer to the table to know the CV Point accrual for Vistara flights.

Tier

CV Points per INR 100 spent

CV Base

8

CV Silver

9

CV Gold

10

CV Platinum

11

UNDERSTANDING TIER POINTS AND CV POINTS
When you fly with Vistara, you earn CV Points that enable you to redeem Award Flights & Upgrade Awards and Tier Points that help determine your elite tier.
Tier Points are non-redeemable and are valid only for 12 months from the date of the flight. You can use your CV Points as currency to redeem rewards with
Vistara & its Partners. CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of flight.
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PARTNERSHIPS
With our partners, make the most of your CV membership even when you are not
flying with us. We have carefully formed partnerships that offer you more choices to
earn and redeem CV Points
AIRLINE PARTNERS

CO-BRAND PARTNERS

Vistara now allows you to board domestic to fly international.

Earn CV Points with every swipe through Axis
Bank Vistara Credit Cards.

With Vistara, you can enjoy a hassle-free international flying experience. Being the
preferred partner for many major international flights, our relationship with them allows
you to earn and redeem CV Points on their flights.
You can earn and redeem CV Points on the following international flights:

COMPLIMENTARY TIER MATCH
We invite you to enjoy a complimentary 3-month CV Gold membership, if you are a Gold
or above tier member with any other frequent flyer program.
How to apply for Complimentary Tier Match?
• Enrol with Club Vistara
• Share your copy of Gold or above tier membership card/statement with any other
frequent flyer program at contactus@clubvistara.com or visit www.clubvistara.com

REDEMPTION OF CV POINTS
With Award Flight redemptions starting as low as 2,000 CV Points and Upgrade Awards starting at 500 CV Points,
rewards could not be any faster. Club Vistara offers you the fastest journey to redemption of flights & upgrades. You
can instantly redeem Award Flights by logging on to our website www.airvistara.com
VISTARA AWARD FLIGHTS

VISTARA UPGRADE REWARDS

You can redeem CV Points for Vistara Award Flights
by following the below easy steps:

Now redeem CV Points to upgrade your cabin class by calling our
Customer Service Centre at +91 120 6699901/02 or contacting
our Airport Ticketing Office (ATO) for instant upgrades.

•

Log on to www.airvistara.com

•

Enter Club Vistara membership ID

•

Click on ‘Redeem Now’ button

•

Submit details on ‘Redeem Award Flight’

•

Select ‘Flight & Redeem’

To know the CV Points required for Vistara Award Flights and
Vistara Upgrade Awards, please visit our website at www.
airvistara.com
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Interline Partners
Vistara, India’s finest domestic airline, is simply the best way to travel within India and has been chosen as
the preferred air travel partner for 19 best-in-class international airlines for domestic & onward transfers.

Privileges
• Complimentary cabin class
upgrade*
• International baggage allowance*
• Through check-in*
• Seamless same terminal transfers
at Delhi T3 & Mumbai T2
• Accrual & redemption of frequent
flyer points*
• Complimentary gourmet meals
• 3-class cabin including Business
Class and India’s only Premium
Economy
*T&Cs apply
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