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Tourism industry is flooded with flying rewards that can
maximise your travel experience
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A sweeter deal

n interesting tenet which
can be applied to various
spheres in life is the Law
of Giving and Receiving. In
terms of success, it is often
quoted that the more you give of yourself
in terms of effort, the more will come
back to you.
In our cover story this month, we analyse
airline loyalty marketing — a program
that thrives on the basic principle of
reciprocity. If you’re a frequent traveller
and you haven’t taken advantage of
any loyalty program, it’s time you start
paying attention to these valuable
perks! Read the interesting insights on
the various types of loyalty programs on
offer and how you can maximise profits
from such programs on pages 24 to 37.
In response to the evolving needs of
our customers, we have enriched Club
Vistara, the only value based Frequent
Flyer program in the Indian aviation
industry. Our newly refreshed loyalty
programme, which is the fastest
rewarding and least restrictive, offers
enhanced rewards that are relevant and
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important to our loyal customers. “We
generate wealth of the people. What
comes from the people must, to the
extent possible, therefore, get back to
the people,” said JRD Tata. At Vistara,
we celebrated Daan Utsav or the festival
of giving for a cause all of last month and
dedicated it to JRD Tata. Read about the
various activities through which Vistara
employees championed the cause of
community service that our parent
companies Tata Sons and Singapore
Airlines are famed for, on page 110.
Vistara cruised over the landmark of
flying 3 million happy customers in
less than two years, a testimony to
our growing popularity. We are also
overjoyed to be ranked on top for ontime performance (OTP) for the month
of September, 2016. Vistara has been
maintaining consistently high OTP since
its launch in January 2015. Last month
also saw Vistara securing the Category
III Bravo (CAT III-B) certification from
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) that permits Vistara to operate
in a low Runway Visibility Range (RVR).
The certification comes in time before

the fog season sets in, minimising and
chances of disruption during inclement
weather and allowing us to continue to
provide a seamless flying experience to
our valued customers.
Vistara has announced its winter
schedule that has scaled up by over
70 per cent since last winter with a
strong pan India footprint and added
frequencies, offering you more choices.
On pages 102 and 107, read about the
intriguing and entertaining saga of one
of the biggest political campaigns this
year — the US Presidential campaign,
the results of which will be out by the
time you see this magazine.
Immerse yourself in the breath-taking
expanses of Mata-Mata, the setting for
the movie The Hobbit from the Lord of
the Rings franchise, on pages 38 and 47.
We thank you for making the festive
season sweeter by choosing to fly
with us.
Happy Reading!
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trending
DIARY

Watch Out For
i n dia

abroad

NH7 Weekender
When: All November
Where: Pune, Delhi, Bengaluru,
Kolkata, Shillong

Since its inception in 2010,
the NH7 Weekender has only
gotten bigger and better.
Spread over five different
cities, it showcases a few of the
best Indian and International
musicians. Not merely limited
to music, it also hosts an
amalgamation of talented
artists who specialise in graffiti,
art installations, dance and
varied artistic pursuits. The
weekender is jam packed with
flea markets which sell band
and artist merchandise and has
a sumptuous food court.

MELBOURNE CUP
CARNIVAL
When: November 1
Where: Melbourne,
Australia
Visit:
www.flemington.com

DIA DE MUERTOS (DAY
OF THE DEAD)
When: November 1-2
Where: Oaxaca, Mexico
Visit:
www.everfest.com
cherry blossom festival
When: November 14-17
Where: Shillong, Meghalaya

Every year, the city of
Shillong, Meghalaya, comes
alive with enchanting
blooms of cherry blossoms.
Adopting Japan’s iconic
Cherry Blossom Festival,
Shillong has followed suit
to promote eco-tourism in
northeast India. Due to the
short longevity of flowers, the
festival takes place only for
few days.
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BONFIRE NIGHT
When: November 5
Where: East Sussex, England
Visit:
www.bonfirenight.net

trending
What’s new

GIFT PERFECT
Frazer and Haws, a British brand with
an Indian soul, has come up with a wide
variety of gifting options this wedding
season. The range is mostly comprised
of silver which makes for ideal gifts
for an auspicious event that marks
the beginning of a new journey for the
newlyweds. The range displays fine
craftsmanship combined with sterling
silver along with a hint of gold gilt.

EPIC JEWELLERY
Re-working the epics and drawing
inspiration from them is one of the
latest fashion fads of 2016. Unniyarcha,
a fashion jewellery label by designer
Divya Nambair recently launched the
Epic Collection which comprises of a
charming fusion of traditional as well
as contemporary designs inspired by
the great Indian epic Mahabharata.
The Bengaluru-based brand which was
founded in 2015 caters to the modern
independent woman who delights
in gold fusion jewellery. The Epic
Collection is comprised mostly of 18k
gold and silver plated designs involving
exquisite craftsmanship and dizzying
variety of semi-precious stones. Every
timeless piece in the collection reflects
a rich culture of the bygone era all the
while keeping in the mind the modern
Indian woman who loves to experiment
with fashion.

FOR THE SAKE
OF SEIKO
The Black Ceramic Limited
Edition introduced by Grand Seiko
recently is a living testament
of all the values that Seiko has
always held high. Precise, durable,
comfortable and carrying forward
the legendary class and style
of Seiko, the limited edition is
a masterpiece of watch-making
technology. The sports watch
series has four models and all use
Spring Drive GMT calibers and
two feature chronographs. The five
piece construction and the design of
each model keeps it strong yet, light
making it an easy every day wear.
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trending
What’s new

WEDDING WOWS
The need for the perfect jewellery is a never
ending hunt especially during the wedding
season. Velvetcase, a multi-brand jewellery
hot-spot, has introduced its magnificent
collection of bridal jewellery which is
specifically designed for the modern Indian
bride who loves to wear statement pieces. The
collection comprises of exquisitely crafted gold
and diamond pieces encrusted with rubies,
emeralds and white diamonds. Keeping in mind
the latest fashion trends, Velvetcase has a
collection of both traditional and contemporary
designs to make it easier for the bride to make
the right choice for her special day.

RAGA TALES

WINTER WONDER
Corneliani, the international Italian menswear
brand has introduced a wide range of winter
wear especially designed for elegant and stylish
men. The suits and winter jackets incorporate
a beguiling range of textures and colors. All
distinctively designed for the modern man,
Corneliani draws from past archives using
herringbones and micro geometric effects to give
the winter wardrobe a retro touch. The leather
jackets and knitted Cashmere winter wear make
for the perfect winter fashion statement.
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Titan Raga always has a store of
surprise for watch lovers. This time
around, Titan Raga has unveiled
the Aurora collection of exquisite
timepieces designed for women. The
inspiration behind the collection is
the mystical light display that one
can witness at the poles. The unique
collection is available in 11 cases with
26 variants which potently display
Titan’s superior craftsmanship and
watch-making skills. Employing unique
techniques like cameo, abalone and
gilded gold, the watches are crafted
with Swarovski crystals, enamels and
mother-of-pearls making the pieces
must-haves for this festive season.

trending
celluloid

Movies this month

Force 2

Director Abhinay Deo packs a
powerful punch with the sequel to
Force. The movie will be an action
thriller.
release date
November 18

director
Abhinay Deo

cast

John Abraham, Sonakshi Sinha,
Tahir Raj Bashin

ROCK ON!! 2
A sequel to 2008 box office hit Rock On!
this musical-drama revolves around the
challenges faced by the protagonist in his
musical journey against the backdrop of
regional turmoil in the Northeast. Shot
in Shillong, Meghalaya, the movie has
already created a buzz with its catchy
soundtrack.
release date
November 11

director
Shujaat Saudagar
Cast

Farhan Akhtar, Arjun Rampal,
Shraddha Kapoor, Purab Kohli,
Prachi Desai, Shashank Arora
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Hollywood movies
to look out for
DOCTOR STRANGE
Release Date: November 4
Director: Scott Derrickson

FANTASTIC BEASTs AND
WHERE TO FIND THEM
Release Date:November 18
Director: David Yates

MOANA
Release Date: November 25
Director: Ron Clements, John Musker

DEAR ZINDAGI

A star packed film with Shah Rukh
Khan, Alia Bhatt and Aditya Roy
Kapoor, the movie is about a woman
tangled in a relationship with four men.
The plot depicts her struggle in making
a decision.
release date
November 25

director
Gauri Shinde

cast
Shah Rukh Khan, Alia Bhatt, Ali Zafar,
Aditya Roy Kapoor, Kunal Kapoor,
Angad Bedi

trending
reading corner

Good books
on the shelf

X
Author: Sue Grafton Publisher: Pan MacMillan Price: `450

A preface arguably provides an
accurate insight into a novel.
Generally if the preface is good,
the novel will echo the tone. Sue
Grafton does not disappoint in
this regard.
The steady pulse she builds in the
beginning of the book does not falter
even for a second. In her creation
of protagonist Kinsey Millhone, the
author has personified a fictional
detective comparable to the legends
in the league.
Grafton’s peculiarity as a thriller
writer is visible in her titles, which
are serialised alphabetically. X is
the 24th installment of the Kinsey
Millhone series. The novel which
revolves around a sociopathic
serial killer who leaves no trace
of his crime lends a chilling and
dark element to the plot which
previously though present, was

not so pronounced. The novel
is multi-layered and there is an
engaging presence of two plots,
two mysteries. However, Grafton
craftily avoids the pitfall of plot
confusion and keeps a rather
clean, demarcated line between
the two. So when on one hand,
Private Investigator Kinsey solves
the mystery of finding the son
of a glamorous client only for
the client to disappear later, she
simultaneously and strenuously
unravels the mystery of a recently
murdered colleague and his link
with a demented man who likes to
destroy lives.
Grafton has a knack of keeping it
real which allows her to maintain
the originality of her protagonist
as it was in A is for Alibi. Give the
Poirots and Holmes a rest. Sue
Grafton is taking the thriller world
by a storm.

“She’d have to act and she’d have to do it soon. The task she faced was not
entirely unfamiliar. She’d stolen a painting before, but nothing even close
to one of this magnitude”
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trending
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Mrs LC’s Table
Author: Anoothi Vishal
Publisher: Hachette India
Price: `350

It’s All in the Planets
Author: Preeti Shenoy
Publisher: Westland Books
Price: `214

While cinema, theatre and art have been perpetual
crowd pullers, food art’s claim to fame is fairly
recent. Author Anoothi Vishal’s endeavour to write
on caste and its influence on food, is thus in itself a
commendable feat. Most writers struggle to analyse
everyday topics without risking an indulgence in
academic paraphernalia which renders the narrative
boring. Vishal escapes such pitfalls by choosing to
write a nostalgia-inspired culinary journey.

The recent growth of chick-lits in India has been met
with surprising enthusiasm. The list of bestsellers grows
exponentially daily. One cannot link their success with
the quality of literature they display. Preeti Shenoy more
or less exemplifies the high success of chick-lit books
in India. The book which could have had a promising
beginning if not for the same old plot of a nerd guy
with a hot girlfriend problem, is reduced to a plaintive
narrative. Revolving around two individuals struggling
with the nuances of modern day relationships, Shenoy
expertly depicts how lack of depth can prove to be rather
cancerous to any healthy functioning relationship.

The character of Barima in the book has an indomitable
spirit, portrayal of which is as fascinating as the
culinary history of the Kayasth community. Mrs LC
and her table of Kayasth delicacies act as powerful
reminders of the power domestic kitchen wields in
one’s personal and social lives. Vishal infuses the
book with nostalgia, re-affirming the concept of how
food and memory are inextricably linked. Detailed
recipe analogies are served with a side dish of family
drama which makes this book more poignant and real.
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It’s All in the Planets provides a good insight on how
modern-day individuals focus less on establishing a
soulful connection and concentrate more on the physical
aspect of a relationship. The planets act as an accessory
to facilitate the end of the novel which, although abrupt
and shocking proves to be a rather apt conclusion of the
characters and eventually the book.

odyssey
cover story

Travel

secrets

Look around, the travel industry is full of
rewards, miles and points — globetrotting is
not an expensive affair for wise travellers

D

o you have a friend to whom if
you tell the price of a cell phone,
she would always tell you that
she could fly to Singapore and
back for that amount? Next
time you meet her, ask her a few questions
about travel reward programs and chances
are that she will talk for hours and unveil
for you the secret of travelling better, faster
and yes — cheaper. For all those who have
been thinking that globetrotting is an
expensive affair — here is an eye opener.
With a traveller- centric tourism industry
that is flooded with rewards, Frequent
Flyer Points/ Miles, a few quick and smart
ways of travelling can ensure that you
can see the world faster than you thought
you could.

Make the most out of airline
websites/ apps
Marking office-leaves and holidays aside,
travel planning, for most begins at booking
the airline tickets. The most sure shot way
of reaping benefits out of loyalty to an
airline is by booking directly through the
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words
Mridula Dwivedi

(A PhD from IIT
Kanpur, travel
expert Mridula
Dwivedi quit her
job as a professor
in 2015 and took
to travel blogging
– a hobby since
2005. Her blog –
traveltalesfromindia.
in is popular among
travel enthusiasts)
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Finalising a flight
ticket without
checking the
offers and news
section on the
airline website is
a mistake a travel
enthusiast must
always avoid

26 | Vistara | November 2016

airline’s website or app. Airline industry
experts opine that booking air tickets
through airline websites may be more
rewarding given that they establish
a direct connect between the airline
and its customers — which is not the
case with travel portals since they are
mere mediators. Further, unlike travel
portals, airline websites generally do
not charge convenience fees which act
as commission for these mediators. As a
result, booking through airline websites
often works out to be economical.
Finalising a flight ticket without
checking the offers and news section on
the airline website is a mistake a travel
enthusiast must always avoid. Given the
immense importance airlines attach to

customer loyalty, each transaction on
the airline’s website or app provides
bonus Frequent Flyer Miles/ Points.
The promotions/ offers sections of
airline websites are always flooded
with exciting promotions that include
dining deals, lifestyle offers, shopping
discounts, publishing deals to name
a few. Take for instance, the Offers
and Promotions section of Singapore
Airlines has deals with Avis — the
car rental service, numerous hotels
and even publications such as TIME,
Economist to name a few. These offers
make Frequent Flyer Points/ Miles a
currency in itself and often reward
the consumer in multiple folds. Such
transactions also result in earning
Points/ Miles for the customers.

A

(Kerela
backwaters) With
a little planning
and awareness,
your dream
trips to exotic
destinations can
come true

odyssey
cover story

Club Vistara
With numerous online portals struggling
to get listed first in the Search Engine
Optimisation (SEO)- driven web pages,
offers, reward points and discounts are
available with most leading travel websites
too. These portals reward both new and
regular customers with loyalty points
every time they spend on the travel site.
Besides travel portals, Points Hound, a
popular website offers hotel reservations
on the basis of travel Points/ Miles.

Journal of Business Administration
concluded on the basis of a comprehensive
survey that brand experience had a
significant influence on brand loyalty.
The paper by professors from the Leeds
Beckett University, UK went on to
indicate how establishing an emotional
connection between the consumer and the
brand was vital in establishing “affective
commitment” which was found to be an
important driver of brand loyalty.

Loyalty to an airline
Researchers define brand commitment as
“an enduring desire to maintain a valued
relationship” with a brand. The behaviour,
they argue is a result of the experience a
particular brand offers to its consumers.
A 2014 research paper in International

Take it as a thumb rule — A reputed brand
is one which reciprocates the commitment
its consumer shows towards the brand —
which in turn benefits the consumer —
you. The phenomenon holds particularly
true even in the service industry. Loyalty
to a particular airline or for that matter

Travel portals reward both new and regular
customers with loyalty points every time they
spend on the travel site

With Club Vistara, you
earn CV Points based
on the value of tickets
purchased, the simplest
and fairest way to earn
award points. Here at Club
Vistara, when you spend
more, you earn more. Club
Vistara not only provides
you unique privileges but
also offers you: Fastest
Earn and Redemption,
Elite Tier Qualification
and Enhanced Elite Tier
benefits. As a Club Vistara
member you earn CV
Points beyond a flight
ticket through our airline
and co-brand partners.
Earn exciting privileges
and benefits on every
flight as you fly the new
feeling.

Fastest earn: Earn up to
11 CV Points per `100
spent. Fastest redemptions:
Award flights starting
from 2000 CV Points and
Upgrade Awards from
500 CV Points. Faster
elite tier qualification:
Now reach elite tiers
faster basis lower of Tier
Points and flights taken
in 12 month period. Enjoy
priority status: Checkin, Waitlist Clearance,
Baggage Handling and
Airport Standby. Increased
baggage allowance: 515 kgs over and above
the limit basis elite tier
status. Lounge access:
Unrestricted access to
Vistara Lounge when you
fly with Vistara. Guaranteed
reservations: 24-48 hour
prior to departure.

Additional benefits
Complimentary upgrade
and lounge access
vouchers: For use by self,
friends or family. Airline
and non- airline partners:
Earn and Redeem CV
Points with our partners.
Exclusive benefits and
privileges: Unconditional
benefits and privileges for
all fare types.
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a hotel chain is a rewarding affair in
the long run given that a continued
commitment often results in benefits
such as faster upgradation of tiers,
rewards which have multiplying effects
in distant future.
That being said, it is time to analyse how
smartly booking the tickets can itself be
rewarding. Airline ticket prices vary
depending upon the availability, the day
of the week, holidays, festive seasons
besides others. Take for instance,
August- September is considered the
best time to visit Europe, as a result of
which, tickets to Europe are expensive
during these months. Prices to Germany
shoot further during September,
when the famous Oktoberfest attracts
thousands of travellers to Munich.
Being flexible with dates is thus a
key to grabbing low airfares advises
travel expert Matthew Kepnes on his
popular travel site Nomadic Matt.
Airline rewards programs which offer
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free flights, upgrades, lounge access,
baggage allowances on basis of Points/
Miles are often rewarding and boost the
travel experience without altering the
basic expenditure. It is thus advisable to
be signed for airline rewards programs
before boarding the first flight.
Thanks again to the alliances and
interline partnerships, the Points/
Miles earned on one airline can
be redeemed or vice versa with its
interline partners. There are three
major airline alliances in the world
with the Star Alliance as the largest
with 28 members. You need to be the
member of one airline’s Frequent Flyer
Program (FFP) to avail the benefits of
the alliance. Your miles on any member
airline get credited to your FFP. If you
are a member of an airline which has an
Indian domestic partner, you get those
miles credited as well. For example you
can fly Singapore Airlines (SIA) and
then get benefits with Vistara.

Miles or Points?
This is one question many travel forums
often discuss. Thanks to the relatively
recent phenomenon wherein many
airlines as well as credit cards have
resorted to using Points instead of
Miles. While both the systems ensure
award flights, in the Points based
FFPs, customers earn Points, basis
expenditure with the airline unlike
Miles-based FFPs that are basis the
miles they travel. In simple words,
while FFP Miles are offered on basis
of miles travelled on-board, Points are
based on the price of the tickets. In the
Points based system, customers earn
more points when they purchase last
minute tickets or more than average
fare tickets. It works like this — if the
ticket between Delhi and Mumbai on an
average is `4000 and a customer earns
400 points, then, when the ticket costs
`8000 on a particular date, the Points
earned would be 800. However in a
miles based program, one would earn

B

(A rooftop cafe
in Rajasthan)
Alliances offer
exchange of
Points with
hotel chains
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New airlines offer
more attractive
FFPs to pull
customers

the same amount of miles, whether the ticket
costs `4000 or `8000. Similar to Miles, Point
rewards are designed with travellers in mind.
Experts cite that utilising Points for travelrelated rewards provides the greatest value.

C

The rewards come in three ways — joining
bonuses, points earned with the primary sponsor
and points earned with other purchases
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New airlines may have more in
store for you
Let’s accept this — the airline industry is
one of the toughest to survive in. For one, it
is unarguably the most sensitive to changes in
fuel prices, labour charges, borrowing costs to
name a few. Add to that the numerous carriers
that bombard the consumer with offers, deals
and reward programs. One of the major
challenges a new airline needs to overcome is
attracting customers, who, in its absence have
been flying the already-existing airlines. In a
1998 report on airline competition, the United
States Resources Community and Economic
Division cited how FFPs benefit a new entrant
airline in terms of attracting customers. The
report also cited how new entrants resort to
offering more attractive airfares against the
incumbent airlines in a bid to ensure increased
number of passengers. Anti-incumbency —
meaning saturation/ dissatisfaction with the
services available with the existing carriers
— is another major factor which works in
favour of the new entrants. As a result, the new
entrant airlines survive on the basis of USPs
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Axis Bank
Vistara
credit cards
The card is aligned to
Club Vistara (CV) tiers
— Base, Silver and Gold
— and automatically
enrolls customers into
respective CV tiers
Benefits:
Complimentary Tickets:
Other than earning
CV Points on the card,
customers also have the
opportunity to earn up to
4 complimentary tickets
on Vistara
Club Vistara Points on
every swipe
Club Vistara Gold
membership
Lifestyle previleges:
Customers have
access to a host of
lifestyle privileges
such as complimentary
golf rounds, lounge
access,dining benefits
as well as access to the
Extraordinary Weekends
program from Axis bank.
Enhanced travel
insurance upto `2.5 Cr
which is highest in the
industry
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If you already have a credit card with rewards,
the first thing you should do is put everything
on that card
such as service, offers, attractive FFPs
to name a few. New entrant airlines can
thus offer rewards such as faster tier
upgrades, multiplied returns in terms of
Points/ Miles besides lifestyle benefits
such as access to airport lounges. In the
end, you, the customer benefits.
Co-branded cards: Earn Points
for each spend
Besides flying — which is the conventional
and most sure shot way of earning FFP
Points/ Miles — there are other means
of grabbing these points, thanks to credit
cards and plastic money-driven markets.
Most major banks offer credit cards in
collaboration with airlines. Interestingly,
while there are corresponding number
of Points/ Miles that get credited to your
account for each `100/ 150/ 200 spent
(numbers differ with each credit card and
airline), most banks offer Points/ Miles as

signing bonuses on airline credit cards.
“Put it all on the card — If you already
have a credit card with rewards, the first
thing you should do is put everything on
that card. It’s so simple, but it’s worth it;
every dollar spent not using your card is a
point lost. I never pay cash unless I have
to. If you spend $3,000 USD each month,
that could add up to 36,000 points earned
each year without doing anything extra.
And that amount of points can get you
a round-trip domestic flight. Moreover,
there are ways to get additional points
per dollar spent. Certain cards have what
are known as category bonuses, where
you get two- five points per dollar spent.
It varies by card, but generally, you get
two points on restaurants, two- three
on airfare, and five on office supplies.
Note: Be sure to check your card’s offers
for the latest bonus structure, as these
change all the time,” Kepnes advises.

D

(Leh, Jammu
and Kashmir)
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The rewards come in three ways —
joining bonuses, points earned with the
primary sponsor and points earned with
other purchases. The benefits have to
be compared with the annual fee to be
paid by the customer. Use them, shop
around, look for upgrades to the cards
that suite your travel needs better.
Besides, many credit and debit cards
will give you free lounge access, usually
limited by number of times you can use
it within a quarter, at the airports.
Many travel portals have gone for cobranding with reputed banks. There are
free cards as well but they may not offer
great reward points when compared
with the cards with a fee. As it is said
often, there is no best card. The best
card is one that suites your needs. So
do your research and use the one that
works for you.
Hotel Reward Programs
If you are active on social media, you
may have seen the image that shows
a five star hotel and five billion stars
hotel, where there are billions of stars
over the tent! There is something to
be said about both the categories. But
besides looking for hotels that best
suit your requirements, do take a look
at their loyalty programs too. The
larger hotel chains have reward points,
however the top tier rewards seem to
start at 25 trips or 50/60 nights. That

means travelling twice a month or
staying in hotels for about two months
in a year with the same hotel chain!
That could seem excessive to a leisure
traveller. However, most hotels will also
reward for `100 spent and this could be
a more reasonable option if you travel
moderately.

rewards when you work through a third
party website.

Hotels these days tie up with a lot of
other hospitality brands like airlines,
taxi rentals and may bring you a plethora
of rewards. Taj, Accor, Starwood and
many more have extensive loyalty
programs. Do remember that the hotel
reward points work when you book
with the hotel directly. You do not earn

(References: Berry and Parasuraman 1991,
Determinants of Brand Loyalty: A Study of the
Experience-Commitment-Loyalty Constructs
by Vishwas Maheshwari, George Lodorfos, Siril
Jacobsen; Airline Competition 1998 United States
Resources Community and Economic Division)

Travel is every individual’s dream.
Use these tips to boost your travel
experience and maximise the returns
from every penny spent. Happy
globetrotting!

(* The offers, rewards mentioned in the article
were valid at the time of printing the magazine. The
publisher and Vistara are not responsible for any
change in the offers mentioned in this article)

best travel blogs
The Points Guy
Brian Kelly is The Points Guy.
As a passionate traveller
since childhood, Brian used
his knowledge and insight to
start ThePointsGuy.com during
his time as a Wall Street road
warrior while traveling the globe
for up to six months a year.
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Nomadic Matt
New York Times best-selling author
Matthew Kepnes had never travelled
international till he was 23. But
a trip to Costa Rica in 2004 — his
first trip abroad opened a world of
opportunities for Kepnes. Today,
the blogger claims that his travel
tips help over a million people
throughout the world per month.
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Lord of the

shire

Once known for its dairy products, Matamata underwent a
makeover after the Alexander Brothers' Farm turned into
the Shire for Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings
Words : Mohona Banerjee
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t is remarkably easy for most sleepy
towns to become comfortable in
sedimenting into a forgotten corner
of the world and sink into oblivion.
Matamata was on its own slow
journey to such dreamy non-existence.
A certain Peter Jackson and a billion
dollar movie franchise later, the horsey
country town has transformed into a
major tourist destination point of New
Zealand and witnesses a massive footfall
of tourists every year.
Long before it became a global hotspot
for cine lovers and fantasy enthusiasts,
Matamata had made a rather remarkable
name for itself for raising exceptional
thoroughbreds and churning delicious
dairy products, a tradition which
continues even to this day. The rolling

A

A

Hobbit hole
in Hobbiton

B

Tourists flock
to Hobbiton
to enjoy its
serene beauty

The Hobbiton, a village which consists of
over 44 Hobbit residencies is one of the main
attractions of Matamata

B

green pastures and the picturesque
settings attracted the film industry
and when the Alexander Brothers'
Farm turned into the Shire for
Peter Jackson’s Lord of the Rings,
the region underwent an extreme
makeover. The Hobbit film built a lot
of Hobbit holes for the purpose of the
movie. A decision by the government
which allowed the movie props to go
on undisturbed, soon began to attract
droves of tourists who wanted the
authentic Middle-earth experience of
magic, waifs, warlocks and wizards as
seen in Lord of the Rings and explore
the delights of the quiet town.

main attractions of Matamata. Fans
are treated to a detailed tour which
includes fascinating commentary
about how the shire came to being
and the development of the movie
sets. The tour is not merely for The
Lord of the Rings enthusiasts. The
wind mills, doubled arched bridges
and the intricate architecture makes
for a delightful visit for every travel
enthusiast. The drinks and food
available at the Green Dragon Inn,
which has retained its authentic feel
from the movie franchise, serves
some of the best drinks and cuisines
in the region.

The Hobbiton which consists of over
44 Hobbit residencies is one of the

There is more to Matamata than
the Hobbit holes. The magic which
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first attracted the film phenomenon,
is intrinsic and embedded in the very
nature of the place. Located under the
magnificent Kamai ranges about 15
kilometer northeast of Matamata, you
will come across the Wairere falls, which
also happens to be the highest waterfall
in the North Island region. The plunging
153 m high waterfall has a walking track.
People who love to trek can reach the
lookout point in 45 minutes from the car
park or opt for the challenging one-hour
climb to the summit. Whether one decides
on the lookout or the summit, both will
witness the glorious view of the valleys
and the Waikato Plains. There is also the
Rapurapu Kauri Track which offers an
excellent opportunity for trekking.
If one still hasn't had his fill of the
beautiful scenery, they can head off to Te
Tapui Scenic Reserve. The reserve is home
to two peaks — Te Tapui at 492m and
Maungakawa at 495m. The Te Tapui loop
track to the Maungakawa summit starts
west of Matamata and can be walked in
clockwise or anticlockwise directions.
The view from the Maungakawa summit
is equally stunning and worth the long
and treacherous trek. Also worth an

D
C

Located about 15 kilometer northeast of
Matamata, Wairere falls, is the highest
waterfall in the North Island region
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A bridge over
Wairere stream
off Wairere Falls

D

The famous
Firth Tower and
museum

Axe Brand
universal oil

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel
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How to reach
The serene lush
farmland is situated
two hours south
of Auckland in
Hamilton-Waikato
region. The beauty
of the farmland is
its easy accessibility.
Located by the
state highway 27,
the closest airport
to Matamata
is Hamilton
International
Airport. Intercity
buses at a frequency
of three vehicles
ply regularly
from Hamilton
to Matamata.
Also, buses from
Cambridge, Rotorua
and Tauranga to
Matamata are
regularly available.
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Matamata has an unexpected surprise
in the form of Opal hot springs
F

E

Opal hot
springs and
holiday park

F

Green
Dragon Inn
restaurant at
the Hobbiton

experience is the picnic lunch on one
of the benches installed at the summit.
Another popular attraction of the
town is the famous Firth Tower. Built
by one Josiah Firth back in 1882, the
18m tower used to be a very popular
landmark and a status symbol. Now
converted into a museum of sorts filled
with Mori and pioneer artifacts, the
tower is surrounded by other historic
buildings which include a fascinating jail
building, a church and a school giving
one a remarkable insight into how life,
law and religion functioned in the region
in the past. The tower and the buildings
which are located within a walking
distance provide a perfect getaway for
museum-lovers and history enthusiasts.
While it is a regular feature in most hilly
terrains, Matamata has an unexpected
surprise in the form of Opal hot springs
which are located next to the town’s
18-hole golf course. Turn off north of
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The Hobbit
Tour
Due to copyrights,
majority of movie sets
in New Zealand were
dismantled.
The owners of The
Hobbiton negotiated to
keep the Hobbit holes
intact.
A typical Hobbiton tour
includes a drink at
the Green Dragon Inn
which is known to serve
the best of drinks and
cuisine in the area.
During your tour you
will see Hobbit Holes,
The Green Dragon
Inn, The Mill, double
arched bridge and other
structures and gardens
built for the films.
Popular evening
dinner tours take
place on Sundays and
Wednesdays and offer
sumptuous buffets.
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Not many know that the Matamata Clay Target
Gun Club Inc is one of the oldest shooting ranges
in the world
Firth Tower and a two km picturesque
drive will take you to Opal hot springs.
While the hot springs are believed
to have healing properties which are
scientifically tried and tested, one can
always enjoy a therapeutic soak or a
swim in the naturally heated waters
after a long day of sight-seeing without
being bothered about the medicinal or
scientific values of the soothing water. A
holiday park at the springs houses three
large thermal pools.
Matamata is not limited to its Hollywood
fame and trekking trails. For recreation,
New Zealand aviation located at the
Waharoa Airfield offers training for
private pilot licenses and designs

tutorials according to the clients'
requirements. Also due to the up-drafts
from the Kaimai ranges, the Piako
Gliding club has gathered a reputation
and is considered one the best gliding
regions in the world.
Matamata is full or surprises. Not
many know that the Matamata Clay
Target Gun Club Inc is one of the oldest
shooting ranges in the world. Due to
its high standards and exacting rules,
the shooting range is frequented by
Olympians and champions from around
the world.
The town has its own small world charm.
The beautiful Centennial Drive happens

G

Matamata
clock tower
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Once in NZ
A cave illuminated by
thousands of glowworms
is an experience that is
both rare and magical.
A unique adventure —
Waitomo Glowworm
Caves are one of the
most favourite travel
destinations in New
Zealand and was
discovered by an English
explorer in the 19th
century.

One of the unique
hotspots in New
Zealand happens to be
an active volcano on
White Island, which is
carefully monitored
by volcanologists.
Gas masks and hard
hats make for an ideal
outfit for a day out.

There is no dearth
of magical spots in
New Zealand. With
thousands of waterfalls
cascading down
amidst the tall jagged
cliffs, Milford Sound
with its breathtaking
combination of light
and sound makes
for a memorable
experience. A
spectacular boat cruise
provides numerous
opportunities for
viewing picture-perfect
corners of the fjord.
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Matamata is a time portal. The beauty of the
place is a constant reiteration which echoes in
every nook and corner of the place
to be a refreshing botanical park which
winds its way to the heart of Matamata.
The botanical park has a diverse variety
of trees from all over the world. The
drive was formed in the early 1900's
when the settlement of Matamata was
divided into sections, leaving a 40m
wide plantation reserve. Over time this
reserve was planted and developed
into Centennial Drive. The drive is now
managed and maintained by a committee
of volunteers with contributions from the
district council.
Dedicated to nature and its beauty,
Matamata hosts an annual flower
exhibition.
Matamata
Festival
of
Flowers is generally held in April to best
exhibit the glory of spring season and
draws considerable crowd every year.
The exhibition of rare and cultivated

flowers is generally accompained with
seminars on green-house methods and
gardening techniques.
What makes Matamata a perfect tourist
getaway is the plethora of options it offers
to travellers with varied budgets, interests
and tastes. The town is filled with beautiful
bed-and-breakfast lodges, motels and even
farms which allow visitors to have a wide
range of options varying from luxury to
sinking into the authentic local way of life.
Matamata is a time portal. The beauty of
the place is a constant reiteration which
echoes in every nook and corner of the
place. Films may have put the idyllic town
on the global map but Matamata has a
charm that calls on to the spirit of every
nature travel lover and the beauty of it
lives on for a long time.

H

Period Bank
of New
Zealand
building
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Travel feast?

look east

These seven sisters, tucked away in the delightful dolly of antique
charms, whisper to you stories from worlds you did not realise, existed
Words : Rhucha Kulkarni
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luttering prayer flags, echoes
of vast valleys, serenity of
endless lakes, pleasure of
winding lanes and the sweet
lure of a people antiquate
— this, and much more awaits you as
you land at Guwahati, gateway to the
northeast of India. These seven sisters,
tucked away in the delightful dolly of
antique charms, whisper to you stories

from worlds you did not realise, existed!
Embark upon a life-changing journey by
embracing the offbeat!
Romance the roads to Tawang
It is time to romance the roads as a
14-hour scenic road trip takes you to
Tawang. Alternatively, you can fly from
Guwahati to Tezpur and drive for about
six hours. Road conditions aside, the
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tawang
monastery
Gaden Namgyal Lhatse
which is popularly
known as Tawang
Monastery was founded
by Merak Lama Lodre
Gyatso in 1680.
Constructed on a hill
10,000 feet above the
mean sea level, the
monastery is surrounded
by ravines in the south
and west, a narrow
ridge on the north and
gradual slope on the
east. From the bird’s
eye view, the monastery
looks like a fort and
provides breathtaking
views of the valley. It is
the largest of its kinds
in India and one of the
biggest monasteries in
Asia. With a capacity to
house 700 monks, there
are 450 resident lamas
in the monastery.
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picturesque views of lofty mounts of
the Gudpi and Chong-Chugmi ranges
intimidate you to no end, while the
gushing waters of the Tawang chu river
infuse an air of freshness in your soul!
Revel in the Tibetan warmth as you
admire vibrant prayer-flags that flutter
joyfully. Tawang is unarguably the
epitome of mother earth in her full
glory. Nearby escapes such as the Sela
Paas, Shonga-tser lake, Gorichen peak,
Pankang Teng Tso (lake) and Nuranang
waterfalls are bound to leave you
speechless. Feel the essence of cultural
richness ensconce you in a warm, fuzzy
mist as you seek solace in the Tawang
Monastery. The traditions of the Monpa

tribes shall tug at the chords of your
heart, leaving you pining for more of
the simple, yet beautiful local life in this
serene land.
magic at Majuli
Feel the freedom of winding roads.
Head to Majuli in Assam with a pit-stop
at Tezpur, for the joy of the journey lies
in the 530 kilometres of lush greens on
the way to charming Majuli. Located
about 20 km from Jorhat, it is renowned
for being the biggest river island in the
world. In fact, the place has made a
name for itself in the Guinness Book
of World Records for being the largest
river island in the world. “Majuli in the
Brahmaputra River in north east India

Sela Paas, Shonga-tser lake, Gorichen peak,
Pankang Teng Tso (lake) and Nuranang
waterfalls will leave you speechless

A

Majuli Lake

B

Overview
of Tawang
Monastery
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Unknown fact
about Majuli

With erosion as its
biggest enemy, it is
believed that Majuli island
may cease to exist in a
few decades from now.
What makes the island an
interesting habitat is the
fact that houses in Majuli
are made of bamboos and
are placed on concrete
pillars few feet above the
ground. This structure
protects the bamboos
from getting submerged
during heavy monsoon
months. After monsoon,
locals reconstruct the
houses
with fresh bamboos.

Mawlynnong, a
collective effort
Mawlynnong’s claim to
fame has been a result
of its community based
eco-tourism initiative. The
responsibility to keep the
village clean lies with every
villager. Residents cleaning
the roads and nearby areas
in the locality is a common
sight in the village. The
roads too are beelined
with bamboo garbage
bins besides signs which
highlight the consciousness
of hygiene and cleanliness
among residents as well
as visitors. With 100 per
cent literacy, most villagers
speak fluent English. A visit
to the village is incomplete
without a sip of the local tea
which is served at roadside
joints that also offer light
snacks as accompaniment.
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Living root bridge
in Meghalaya.
(Inset below: the
floating rock at
Mawlynnong)

covers an area of around 880 km² (340
miles²). Due to the frequent flooding
of the Brahmaputra Majuli suffers
heavy erosion. In the last 30-40 years
it is estimated that it has lost around
one third of its area. Majuli is home to
around 160,000 people,” the Records
book says.

breaks out during the festive times of
the Raas Purnima and the Majuli festival
and you shall find yourself swept up into
vibes of jolly celebration that endear
you no end! This lively vibe is seen in its
art forms, colourful face masks and the
finest specimens of pottery beckon you
to splurge a little!

The boisterous banks of the Brahmaputra
invite a host of birds to prosper, turning
this eclectic place into a nature-lover’s
delight. Nature is not its only virtue.
Majuli has been the cultural capital
of Assam since the 16th century and
serves as the hotspot of Vaishnava
learning with its 22 Satras which were
the abodes of learning, the Kamalabari
Satra and Dakhipat Satra being the
famous ones. Cultural pandemonium

Be marvelled by Mawlynnong
If a picturesque setting straight out of a
fairy tale is what you love, Mawlynnong
village in Meghalaya shall be your path
to panacea! You will need to undertake
a 470 km long road trip to reach
this village which was awarded the
impressive tag of the Cleanest Village
in Asia way back in 2003. Mawlynnong
enchanted then and continues to enchant
now. Some 80 km from Shillong, nestled

Nestled away in rustic style in the East Khasi
hills of Meghalaya, Mawlynnong is fondly
called “God’s own garden”
C

SUNIL & SUSHAIN MITAL INTRODUCE

VAULT OF ULTIMATE LUXURY
At The Darzi, its all about the perfect fit. For over 30 years, we have stood at the forefront of innovation and
sophistication in tailoring. Today, we unlock our vault of ultimate luxury, showcasing the most exclusive
fabric, handpicked for the Indian gentleman - The Mirasu.
Throughout the illustrious history of The Darzi, we have been experimenting with techniques, technology,
and fabric, seeking to push the boundaries whenever we can, and customising our garments to suit you
best. The culmination of these efforts and our top picks for the refined gentleman in you, is what we have
put together, personally, at The Mirasu, our finest collection, and our most elegant craftsmanship, yet.
Walk in to the vault of ultimate luxury, and experience the finest fabrics, and out best craftsmanship, at
The Mirasu.
RAJOURI GARDEN

www.thedarzigroup.com
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Locals fondly call Umiam lake Barapani or
“Big Water”, signifying their dependence on its
crystal clear waters

umiam lake:
a tale of
two sisters
Umiam literally means
lake of tears. Legend
has a story surrounding
the lake. It is about two
sisters who descended to
the earth from heaven.
One of the inseparable
sisters landed in
Meghalaya, literally
meaning the land of
clouds while the other got
lost during the journey.
The former was torn
with grief and her tears
would not stop flowing.
It is with her tears that
Umiam lake is formed —
they believe. The lake is
home to varieties of birds
and is surrounded by
coniferous forests.
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away in rustic style in the East Khasi
hills of Meghalaya, Mawlynnong is fondly
called “God’s own garden”.
Aptly so, since a stroll along the LivingRoot Bridges is akin to having a tete’a-’tete with the divine. Verdant greens
and chirping birds elevate your every
senses to the zenith of joy! Enjoy a
“high” by taking a stroll on the 85 feet
high Bamboo sky walk and take in the
vastness of the Bangladeshi plains from
this vantage point! Profound and perfect!
Natural balancing rock, a strange natural
phenomenon of a boulder balancing on
another rock can be seen from the village.
For the Love of Lakes: UmiAm
Lake, Shillong, Meghalaya
The mystic of Meghalaya unfolds itself in
myriad ways. One such legacy of legends
is the not-so-frequented Umiam Lake, 15

km north of Shillong. A mere hop, skip
and jump shall take you to the languid
ripples of this man-made water-body.
The mere expanse of the lake that covers
a whopping 221 sq km soothes your
eyes like no other. After all, the locals
fondly call it Barapani or “Big Water”,
signifying their dependence on its crystal
clear waters.
Settle down to watch the last rays of the
sun play hide-and-seek with your eyes
as they glint off the tranquil waters. A
place to rediscover the joy of nature in
an unhurried, unfazed manner. Kohima
to Shillong is a road distance of about
410 km. But far away in time from the
modern towns of the northeast, the lake
and its surroundings provide a peep into
the lives of locals who come to the lake
in search of grass, twigs and for water.
A stay at the Lumpongdeng island is

D

Thadlaskein
Lake, Meghalaya

E

Lumpongdeng
island
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Phumdis are
large floating
masses of
vegetation and
soil

G

Fishing in
Loktak lake,
Manipur

G

F

Keibul Lamjao National Park, the only floating national park
in the world is the last refuge of the endangered Manipur
brown-antlered deer
recommended besides activities such
as kayaking and water skiing.

animals’. You are sure to turn to this
with remnants of awe.

Live the laidback life at
Loktak Lake, Manipur
Exotic lands and waters exhilarate,
so does the biodiversity hotspot of
Manipur, the lake of Phumdis —
Loktak! Phumdis are huge floating
masses of soil and vegetation that
fuel various life forms. The southern
part of the lake houses the Keibul
Lamjao National Park, the only
floating national park in the world
and the last refuge of the endangered
Manipur brown-antlered deer. Soak
in the slow life, be aware of every
breath in the heart of wilderness,
whether yours or the nearest wild

The largest fresh water lake of the
northeast, Loktak is 50 odd km
from Imphal. To reach Imphal from
Mawlynnong, drive down a distance
of 460 kilometres in a day. Have you
heard that tiny voice inside of you,
that calls upon you to break free from
clichés? The voice that urges you to
envelop yourself in the unusual? This
northeastern jaunt is the answer to
that voice. It is not just a journey to the
outer world, it is an exploration, deep
within. It is a liberation of the true you!
It is waiting for you to bloom, watered
by the novelty of India’s yet-untouched
and ever refreshing northeast!
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Do the daring at Dzukou
Valley, Nagaland
Add a dash of adventure to your
northeastern sojourn by including
the magnificent Dzukou valley of
Nagaland in your itinerary. A 190 km
drive from Loktak Lake will take you
to Kohima. One for the avid trekker,
the trek starts from two base-points,
each about 30 km from Kohima — one
being Vishwema village and the other,
Jakhma village. The the first route is
easier and longer while the second is
about four to five hours to the summit
along a steeper incline. The most
recommended route is via Vishwema
village which can be reached from
Kohima. Vehicles can go till about
1-1.5 km from the base of the trek.

floating
national
park
Phumdi is a floating mass
of vegetation and soil. The
largest Phumdi is in the
southeastern part of the
lake and covers an area
of 40 sq km. The world’s
single and only floating
park is located here on
this Phumdi. Named
Keibul Lamjao National
Park, the location is
home to the endangered
brown-antlered deer also
called Sangai. Loktak
lake has a rich and varied
biodiversity with over
230 species of plants, a
hundred species of birds
and over 400 species of
animals . Nearly 10,000
people depend on the lake
for livelihood.

odyssey
Hotspot

H

As the base of
the revered
Kanchenjunga,
Zemu is the longest
glacier of the
Eastern Himalayas,
some 26 km long

I

Zemu Glacier (Gangtok)
What better way than to scale an
enigmatic mountain and reach out for the
azure skies! The last leg of your avantgarde wanderings must not only leave you
with a sense of achievement, but also act
as a strong glue that binds together these
amazing experiences. It is guaranteed to
knock you off your feet.

Best time
to visit
northeastern
states is
between
November and
April- May

Getting there
Vistara flies
daily from Delhi
to Guwahati
from where
most locations
are accessible
by road

Inhale fragrant bursts of the purest of
oxygen as you enjoy sprawling views of
the myriad colours, courtesy the carpet
of wild flowers. The splendour of this
valley of flowers shall sweep you off your
feet, as gurgling streams create music for
your ears. The guest house at the summit
requires registration and rooms are
available at nominal fees.

H

58 | Vistara | November 2016

The Angami tribal
warriors of Nagaland

I

Zemu glacier ahead of
Gangtok

Not for the faint-hearted, the Zemu Glacier
of Sikkim is resplendence redefined. As
the base of the revered Kanchenjunga,
Zemu is the longest glacier of the Eastern
Himalayas, some 26 km long. This highaltitude trek through the Kanchenjunga
National Park is a test of patience and
resilience and requires dedicated time
for acclimatisation. Graded as moderateto-strenuous, the trek takes a total of
about 10 days and is preferred to be done
in groups. Zemu is best accessed from
Gangtok. Fly from Guwahati to Bagdogra
and drive for about four hours to Gangtok.
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Grace of royal

design
Often referred to as the prince coat,
a Bandhgala has now become a
must-have in every man’s wardrobe
— Designer Raghavendra Rathore
writes for Vistara

T

he Bandhgala jacket owes its
origins to the Angrakha, more
practical and the perfect outfit
for the court, it was a fitting style
equaliser for the British invasion
of style with an English suit. The British
military also helped in popularising the
look world over.

Almost two decades ago at a high octane
fashion show, model Mehar Bhasin walked
down a dimly lit ramp in a 1200-year-old
castle wearing a beige Bandhgala jacket
paired with Jodhpur breeches. The jacket
was tailored and fitted her like a glove. It
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had satin princess panels on either side.
As she descended down the stairs in the
Zenana section of the magnificent fort, it
was a historic moment, as this was the
first time a tailored look of the Bandhgala
was being showcased in the history of
India at a fashion event.
The Bandhgala jacket from the house of
Rathore has fitted it into the high-fashion
wardrobes of the who’s whos the world
over. Worn by royalty and nobility over
generations, this timeless classic is now a
global fashion statement of elegant class
and dapper style.
Often referred to as the prince coat, a
Bandhgala has now become a must-have
in every man’s wardrobe. The fact that
it can be worn on any occasion makes
it a wardrobe intrinsic. Whether it is
a wedding soiree or a formal dinner, a
sense of sophistication is guaranteed. The
ultimate benefit of owning a Bandhgala
is that it can flatter any body type and
promises a royal look.
Best worn with yellow buttons, a
customised pocket scarf, the Bandhgala
jacket is the epitome of Asian style.
Accepted as black tie the world over,
it has managed to position itself as an
ultimate formal attire and equally an
informal casual jacket that can be paired
with denims.
The Style

To achieve the original look of a Bandhgala,
one needs to be extremely particular about

Best worn with yellow
buttons, a customised
pocket scarf, the
Bandhgala jacket is the
epitome of Asian style
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To achieve the original look of a Bandhgala, one needs
to be extremely particular about getting the right
cut and fit
getting the right cut and fit. It should
be cut high on the armhole while the
jacket should fit like a glove around
the chest. This tailored look lends it a
modern edge. It should always be like
a second skin.
The length is ideally dictated by the
body type. But as a general rule to
follow, the length should end just at the
root of the thumb while the arms rest
against the body. Too long or too short
with a boxy unstructured look may kill
the purpose of the well-cut jacket. The
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custom-made Raghavendra Rathore
(RR) Jodhpuri Bandhgala shirt
offers an ideal pairing with patented
Jodhpuri Bandhgala. The customised
button-down RR shirt comes with a
special-yet-subtle detailing on the
cuff and collar.

Bandhgala has always maintained
that the first two buttons ought to be
open — it is the standard we follow.
This trademark look from the brand
has now become a standard for most
wearers and works wonderfully well
when cravats and scarves are to be
paired with the outfit.

Traditional Bandhgala jacket

A traditional version of the
Bandhgala jacket is designed usually
for weddings and revelry. While
traditionally Bandhgalas have been
buttoned up, the styling of the Rathore

Keep the suit colour dark, preferably
black and add colour by way of your
accessories like cuff links and pocket
squares. Make sure they are all colourcoordinated. Wearing cufflinks is an
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Tips to keep
in mind
The modernisation of
the Bandhgala jacket,
however, has a sinister
side too. The freedom to
offer a 100 versions of the
outfit can lead to certain
misconstrued designs being
passed off as the classic
Bandhgala jacket. One
must always know that the
more classic you keep the
look, the more it is likely to
enhance your character.
There is no harm in
repeating your Bandhgala
to get the most out of it.
A few simple touches can
bring about ample change.
Depending on the occasion,
you could probably opt for a
variety of jewelled buttons.
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Opt for jewelled buttons and understated antique
tone-on-tone embroideries on the collar and cuffs
when getting Bandhgala tailored for an occasion
individual choice and naturally depends
on the occasion. Fine leather shoes and
leather belt in a complementary colour
are needed to top the look.
Opt for jewelled buttons and subtle
and understated antique tone-on-tone
embroideries on the collar and cuffs
when getting your Bandhgala tailored
for a dressy occasion. Alternatively,
an all-over-embroidered one is a good
option too.
Formal Bandhgala jacket

A formal Bandhgala jacket is ideal for

sober evenings. It is usually made of
cashmere, wool, khadi or matka silk.
Now, apart from lightweight woolen
fabrics like tropical wool, marina wool
and terry wool, some of which are lighter
than cotton, Bandhgalas are also made in
linen, Irish linen, cotton chino and silk.
The Bandhgala has an unmatched quality
when made in fine Italian suiting fabric.
All said and done, the ability to combine
the Bandhgala with the choice of your
clothing, including denims, completely
depends on your ability to style yourself
as per your character.

Where ever you are
We are there.....

Corporate Office : Bikanervala Foods Pvt. Ltd., A-28, Lawrence Road Industrial Area, New Delhi-110035
Ph.: +91 11 47006793, 47006791, Email : Sales@bikano.com
Visit Our Website : www.bikano.com
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La magnifique

Tesla

Not just car enthusiasts — the Indian government too is
visibly excited about Tesla coming to the Indian shores!
Words : Gaurav Nagpal

E

lon Musk, the enigmatic
face of Tesla and the force
behind its success, tweeted
in March this year: “Adding
several more countries to
Model 3 order page tonight. Check for
details, but will include India, Brazil,
SA, SK, NZ, Sing & Ireland.”

Not just car enthusiasts — the
Indian government too is visibly
excited about Tesla coming to the
Indian shores! Under the aegis of the
National Electric Mobility Mission Plan
(NEMMP), electric car manufacturers
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can avail subsidies, which would
further boost their sales. And what a
fabulous endorsement of the Make in
India initiative would Tesla be! Nitin
Gadkari, minister of road transport
and highways who visited the Tesla
factory near San Francisco in January,
USA, explained that Tesla would take a
final call on entering the Indian market
(unlikely before early 2017) based on
how well the Model 3 sells in other
countries. He in fact urged Tesla to
make India its manufacturing hub for
the Asian market. Musk previously
announced that Tesla would set up a

country-wide network of superchargers
(charging stations allowing fast
charging for Tesla cars) by the time the
Model 3 comes to India; buyers here
thus need not fear the unavailability
of the charging infrastructure in the
country.
But the glamour and limelight that the
latest Model 3 of Tesla has grabbed
aside, the phenomenon called electric
cars needs a deeper analysis. Electric

cars have for long been touted as the
solution to pollution caused by fossil
fuels burnt by internal combustion
engines. Never mind the fact that they
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The spotlight
fell firmly on
Tesla when the
company launched
Roadster, the first
electric sports
car, in 2008
are, in fact, responsible for pollution to
the extent that the electricity used for
charging them comes off a grid supplied
by power stations that burn the same
fossil fuels. Only electricity generated
from renewable sources would actually
lead to true zero-pollution cars.

Tesla
model 3
The company shook the
market with its first
entry-level offering —
the Model 3, a relatively
low-cost all-electric car.
With a starting price
of just $35,000, the
Model 3 has notched
up impressive bookings
— 180,000 pre-orders
within a day of the
launch — and is all set
to be delivered from late2017 onwards
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That being said, the bigger concern for
electric cars is their range. The distance
an electric car would run on a full charge
— rather, how small that distance is — is
the biggest factor dissuading a potential
buyer from putting down the money.
Until, of course, Tesla came along. The
range these cars offer is usable for way
more than just the quick run to the
market or to a close-buy destination
and zero compromise is the mantra
when it comes to luxury and looks. The
company has a very well-defined USP in
the car market: it combines innovation
and eco-friendliness typified by a hightech electric engine with the level of
performance and quality you would

expect when you put down the money
that you do.
The spotlight fell firmly on Tesla when
the company launched Roadster, the first
electric sports car, in 2008. This was
followed by an electric luxury sedan, the
Model S, in 2012. Among the milestones
it racked up were the fact that it was the
best-selling plug-in vehicle globally in
2015. As of date it ranks as the secondbest-selling plug-in vehicle overall. Next
from the company stable came further
diversification — a crossover-style
full-size fully electric SUV, the Model
X, unique in that it is currently the only
pure-electric SUV on sale in the world.
Could Tesla pull out any new rabbits
from its hat? For sure! These are exciting
times for the automobile industry. India
— and the world, too — are yet to see
production of vehicles that could compete
with the Tesla range of cars. 2017 cannot
come by fast enough!

Tesla model
X at Paris
show

Promotion

New and Niche
Novelties
The beach state welcomes its visitors with a whole new range of novel
adventure activities, that are all set to get the adrenalin racing and give
them cherishing moments like never before!

F

eel like a bird this
November when in
Goa… experience the
wind beneath one’s
feet. New and novel
adventure activities are all set
to get your adrenalin racing and
give you those goose bumps like
never before! Come November
and its adventure time in Goa.
Call them the super seven that is
all set to put Goa on cloud nine.

Duck Boat Rides
One need not travel to London
to experience Duck Boat
rides. It’s now here in Goa and
set to give you a splashing
treat from land to sea. Come
see the spectacular yellow
duck and experience the rich
backwaters and coastline of
the State, admire the heritage
and be consumed with the
green side of Goa.

Hot Air Balloons
Be lifted high up and into the
clouds, smell the fresh air and
admire the spectacular views
of Goa as you drift along and
above the hinterlands. After
a successful season, hot air
balloons are up and about for
the second edition with day
and night rides through free
floating and tethered balloons.
Its a basket full of excitement
1

2

and adventure that Goa invites you to
hop in and hold on to.
Avi Tourism
See the birds, hear them chirp, 400
odd species from November to
February as they migrate to the lovely
State of Goa for some sunshine and
warmth. Goa is a bird’s paradise.
It is a perfect time to take a bird
trail through the hinterlands or to
exclusive birding sites in the State. To
add more excitement, Goa Tourism in
association with Bird Institute of Goa
has appointed Bird Guides who will
make your birding trips more exciting
and enlightening.
Flying Safaris
Soar up high in the sky on a powered
paraglide and make your holidays
more thrilling and exciting with that
open air feeling! Watch the waves hit
the shore, watch the boats sail along
below, enjoy the view of the sandy
shores and greenery and capture

Goa Tourism in
association with
Bird Institute
of Goa has
appointed Bird
Guides who
will make your
birding trips
more exciting

those exciting moments as you glide
along in the sky. Head to Mandrem
beach and grab that machine to make
your holidays memorable.
Trek on Wheels: PTV tours
It’s like a two-wheeler but with a
difference. It’s a fun filled battery
operated guided tour for two hours
giving you a rich experience of
Goa’s heritage. Tour the UNESCO
world heritage sites at Old Goa and
be enriched with history and Goa’s
glorious past. It’s a hot shot way of
touring. Be a part of the group and zip
along with zeal and zest.

3

capture some exquisite birds as you
cycle along.
Web Portal and mobile App
It’s an (App)solutely fantastic way
to experience Goa. Just a click away
and Goa is at your finger tip. Book
your holidays, pick those promising
packages and desirous discounts. Or
simply punch in those button to get to
our Call Center for any assistance.

4
In the pictures
1 Paragliding at
Mandrem &
Ashvem Goa.

Cycle Tours
It’s time for some pedal pushing in
Goa to experience the excitement
of seeing Goa on a non motorized
mode of transport. Cycle to Old Goa
or at the Divar Island, cycle around
the heritage precincts of Panjim or
simply tour rural Goa. You can also
enjoy some authentic Goan food and

2 Trek on Wheels PTV Tours at Old
Goa.
3 Hot Air balloon
ride at Assolda
Chandor Goa.
4 Cycle Tours at Old
Goa & Diwar, Goa.
5 Duck Boat ride
in Goa.

5

For More information and booking
Call: +(91) - (832) - 2438830/31
Email: reservations@goa-tourism.com
Online: www.goa-tourism.com
officialgoatourism
TourismGoa

To download the app
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Be your own

bartender
By unleashing one’s imagination and with some base spirits,
mixes and infusions at hand, one can work wonders with a
cocktail at home
Words: Mini Ribeiro

W

ith the chill setting in,
barbeque, good company
and a perfect blend of
spirits is all you need for a
great winter evening. Use
your imagination and conjure something
fancy. Mix sweet soya, vermouth,
bourbon, strain and pour in a rock glass.
Serve it with a dash of orange bitters and
a slice of lime as garnish. Voila! You have
an interesting and quirky cocktail ready
at home. Armed with the right spirits and
ingredients, a bar at home can be the
perfect place to create a great cocktail.
Jiaan Kris Lam, Restaurant Manager, Taj
Lands End, Mumbai elaborates, “Every
party needs five key spirits — whisky,
vodka, gin, rum and jagermeister. While
mixers of cola, lemon soda, orange juice,
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TOFFEE RUM
Ingredients
Egg yolk: 3 numbers, Milk:
400ml, Brown sugar: 100ml,
Vanilla essence: 3-4 drops,
Nutmeg 1, Cinnamon powder:
a pinch for the garnish, Dark
rum : 100ml, Sherry: 60ml

Method
Take a sauce pan, melt sugar
till it becomes caramelised.
Add milk and heat it. By the
time, wisk egg yolks to a
creamy and buttery texture.
Now add vanilla and grate little
nutmeg to the milk
Now add egg yolk to the milk,
stir it continually and put off
the range.
Add rum and warm it. Add
sherry before serving with a
pinch of cinnamon as garnish
Recipe Courtesy:
Park Hyatt Hyderabad

GRAPEFRUIT MIMOSA
Ingredients
60 ml Rosé sparkling wine,
60 ml Pink Grapefruit juice,
ice, Splenda (optional)

Method
Fill the Champagne flute
halfway with juice. Add rose
wine to sweeten.
Add ice and Splenda to taste
Recipe Courtesy:
Taj Lands End, Mumbai
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A

Every party needs five key spirits — whisky,
vodka, gin, rum and jagermeister besides juices
and accompaniments
cranberry juice and pineapple juice
help add variations to the drink, tonic
water — both, refrigerated and at room
temperature is an absolute must. For
the final set, stack up accompaniments
such as slices of lime, orange and large
cubes of ice.”
Given the fact that there is already a
chill in the air, warmer cocktails or ones
that exude warmth are apt now and can
easily be made at home. Manoj Kumar,
mixologist, Park Hyatt, Hyderabad says,
“The cocktails that one would love to
have this season are mostly on the
warmer side rather than cold or chilled.
Hot toddy, Irish coffee, mulled wine,
are my recommendations.” A perfect
mixture of sweet, sour and tangy, the

aged rum daiquiri is a classic which can
be replicated at home with ease. Take
a typical daiquiri and substitute the
white rum for an aged rum. The caramel
notes give in to the crispness of the air
while remaining light and effervescent.
As always, rum will work as the evertrusted heating coil.
Fancier versions of hot toddy may be
undeniably alluring but the best one is
undoubtedly made with a whisky. Add
to it lemon peel, honey, water, lemon
juice, cloves, nutmeg, cinnamon stick
and you can have a comforting hot toddy
ready in minutes, yourself. No need for
a bartender. Sweetened and spiced, the
drink comes with a punch of flavours —
exactly what you need this winter.

A

Basil or mint
leaves add
refreshing
flavours to
the drink.
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B

Wine-based cocktails too appeal to
many. Brandy wine punch with club soda,
port wine, sherry, cointreau and some
sparkling wine for a bubbly experience is
perfect, according to Lam.

D

Herbs and spices,
both fresh and dried
easily do the trick and
with a bit of effort, a
simple drink can be
transformed
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Spice It Up
For that extra zing and zest, one can
play around a bit and be more creative.
Infusions are a great way to enhance the
flavours of a cocktail. Herbs and spices,
both fresh and dried easily do the trick
and with a bit of effort, a simple drink can
be transformed.
Lam agrees. “It is very easy to prepare
infusions and these can be created at
home. Add water to boil and create a
double boiler. Simultaneously, add some
dried and fresh herbs into a neutral spirit
— for example vodka 
— to allow the
flavour to steep in the other pot. Follow
this by adding this pot into the double
boiler and let it steep for 10 minutes. Then
remove it and cool it off for a few minutes
and restart. Let it cool and double strain.

C

We would recommend to never muddle
the herbs. It lets out the oil which will
make your infusion bitter,” he says.
Infusions apart, spices truly work wonders
in cocktails too as they add depth and
character to the drinks. Spiced infusions
or spices added to syrups for cocktails
are typical ways in which bartenders and
mixologists incorporate spices in drinks
and one can do so at home too. Given that
we are ushering the winter season in,
cocktails with spices are really welcome.
Black pepper, clove and cinnamon can
be used adroitly to open up a whole new
world of drinking pleasure.
Cocktails made with Indian spices
infused in bourbon particularly, can be
interesting. Cardamom, cinnamon and
cloves combined with pure maple syrup
too give the requisite heat to the body
and add complexity to a drink. The rich
exotic flavours of spices complement the
sweet notes of maple syrup. Cointreau
or brandy can be combined with spices

B

Orange cello
with orange
juice and peels

C

Not just fresh,
even dried fruits
can be used in
cocktails

D

A sour drink
served with
popcorn at a
restaurant
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Ingredients
you need to
brew wine at
home

Wine yeast
Converts sugar in grapes
into alcohol

Wine yeast nutrients
Assists wine yeast for
rapid fermentation
Citric acid
Organic acid that
contributes to the overall
acidity of wine

Brewing sugar
ensures cleaner
fermentation and balances
character
Tannin powder
Protects the flavour and
aroma of the wine

Stabilizer
Avoids re-fermentation of
the wine
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E

such as cardamom, star anise, cloves
along with amla and ginger to make a
delectable cocktail suggests Kumar. He
adds, “Always opt for the cocktails which
are refreshing, fruit based and fizzy
rather than going for straight-up drinks
like martinis or old-fashioned.”
Basic Tips
Preparing cocktails at home and
recreating a lounge or pub experience
may not be so difficult after all. Kumar
recommends that going with the premium
when it comes to spirits is the key to
success. Choose ingredients which
are fresh and don’t cut and keep your
ingredients for long. Canned juices are
best avoided. A balance between sugar
and lime is critical. Fresh ice can make
or mar a drink. Above all, always taste
a cocktail before you serve it to a guest
at home. Lam adds, “Drinks that have
only spirits should be stirred as a thumb
rule. If your cocktail has dairy, citrus or

E
egg, shake it. When making your cocktail,
start with the cheapest ingredient and
work your way up: citrus, followed by fruit
juice and then alcohol. If your cocktail
needs ice, make sure that it is the last
ingredient added to escape dilution.”
Last but certainly no the least — present
your drink attractively. For instance with
a well-cut or designed fruit or flower
garnish. Appearance does make a lot of
difference. Afterall, we drink with our
eyes first.
Creating a simple, well-made cocktail at
home is thus not a difficult proposition.
Stock your bar with the basic ingredients
that are a must for making cocktails. And
with assistance and tips from bartenders,
we too can strive to become experts.

E

Imagination and
experimentation
are the keys to
creating great
cocktails for
home parties
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Palette of pixels
Digital art offers more freedom. Every thought can become a poem, a story
and image — an artistic expression
Words: Prerona Basu

T

he ever evolving sphere
of digital technology has
engulfed traditional concepts
of art and fundamentally
altered the way people
perceive and participate in the artistic
process. Thanks to the incorporation
of digital technology, art has now
expanded to revolutionary artistic
styles like digital installations, net
art and virtual reality to name a few.
Well known digital artist Ashuk Ahuja
explains the thought process behind
approaching art in its new avatar.
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Having ventured into filmmaking
earlier, Ahuja finds it easy to explain
digital art in filmmaking parlance. “As
a movie director, I would translate
every creative thought in the form of a
film and paste it into the script. Now,
every thought is like an independent
film. In that way, digital art offers more
freedom. Every thought can become a
poem, a story and image — an artistic
expression,” Ahuja explains.
Breaking Boundaries
Digital art is not exactly a recent

phenomenon. With each passing
decade the digital tools artists use
have become more sophisticated.
The software programs have become
more refined. With apps like Alien
Sky, Union, Mextures, Fragment,
and Circular being constantly
updated, apps have acquired a sense
sophistication that caters to every
artistic impulse.
Digital art diminishes the threshold of
the impossible or unimaginable. Dutch
artist Rosa Menkman for instance says,
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With each passing decade the digital tools
artists use have become more sophisticated

Alberto
Seveso
Alberto Seveso’s
impressive portfolio
of stunning digital
images has an
element of chaotic
union which allows
a breakthrough of
multiple meanings.
Seveso with the help
of illustration, with
dedicated re-imaging
and Adobe Photoshop
takes digital art into
another level
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“I believe that these (digital) artifacts
can facilitate an important insight
into the otherwise obscure alchemy of
standardisation via resolutions. This
process of imposing efficiency, order
and functionality does not just involve
the creation of protocols and solutions,
but also entails black-boxed, obfuscated
compromises and alternative possibilities
that are in danger of staying forever
unseen or even forgotten.”
“Consider for instance a video. Video
generally consists of a sequence of
quadrilateral images, positioned along a
linear time-line. But what would happen
to video if it would break outside of this
four cornered resolution? What would
happen not only to our experience of

video but also the medium itself if it was
possible to have 3 or 5 or 193 corners
per video?” — she adds. And while
Menkman’s explanation throws light
on the versatility of digital medium to
break from stereotypes, the argument
is demonstrated aptly by artists who
are crafting dynamic pieces of art by
combining 3D graphic, geometrical
elements, complex algorithms, computer
glitches and even digital scent bombs
to redefine realism and challenge
conventional
sense
perception.
Vancouver based Sara Ludy is integrating
animation and 3D graphics to challenge
virtual reality, her most ground
breaking creation involved constructing
digital scent bombs that perfumed her
online audience.
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Tithi
Luadthong
A digital artist from
Bangkok Thailand who
likes to experiment with
visual cityscape, 3D
art and digital painting,
Tithi Luadthong
specialises in virtual
cityscapes. Luadthong’s
impressionist style and
use of vibrant colours
and brush-stroke-like
effects make his art
work alive
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Digital Art vs Traditional Art
Even though digital media art as an
emerging global trend is drawing more and
more attention from the mainstream world
of art, the point where traditional forms of
art and digital media art intersect remains
mysteriously blurry. Artists agree that the
best part of working on a digital tool is that
one is always allowed to make mistakes
without turning the entire workstation
chaotic or leaving behind unattractive
marks of previous corrections.
The apparent easiness of the complete
artistic process and most importantly the
fact that digital art is virtual in nature and

lacks a physical form that can be felt and
touched makes many traditional artistes
opine that digital art is no art at all! To
the purists, a painting can only be termed
as one when the artist has manually
mixed paints, experimented with strokes,
selected brushes with precision and
accepted the fact that mistakes on
canvasses cannot be undone.
Moreover, the end product has to be
one of a kind, a tactile prototype which
cannot be replicated, unlike digital
art which can be infinitely copied and
printed out. In other words, traditional
artists believe that digital art is too
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Pete
Frone
Known for
his exquisite
photomontage
and mix media art,
Pete Frone delights
in taking apart
visual images and
modifying them
in virtual space,
subverting notions
of reality and art

Sketching on a
piece of paper
with a pencil is
equivalent to
sketching on a
digital screen with
the help of a stylus;
the only difference
lies in the format
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simple and too easily available to be
termed as art at all. “That is of course a
misconception because the digital tools
may make artistic creation convenient
but one still has to have the right set
of creative skills in order to construct
a piece of art. Digital art may provide
you with advanced sets of tools but it is
completely up to the user to know how
to employ those to good use. Sketching
on a piece of paper with a pencil is
equivalent to sketching on a digital
screen with the help of a stylus; the only
difference lies in the format. Both the
techniques require years of training,
an aesthetically inclined mind and
oodles of rigorous practice, after all
nothing can ever compromise inherent
talent no matter how technologically
sophisticated a tool might be at disposal,”
says Abhijeet Sanghvi, a Mumbai- based

digital artist who specilises in creating
3D wallpapers and images.
Against all Odds
Finally, digital art is essentially a
virtual form of art which exists in the
complicated world of pixels and digits,
attempting to print it might strip it of
its enigma.
As Ahuja rightly sums it up — “The
beauty of digital art is in the fact that
it is boundless. Thanks to the recent
developments in digital technology, art
sphere has grown to encompass a new
medium which is digital. One simply
must open his/ her mind to the new
forms of art. And that is the definition
of art — to be open to the unfamiliar.
After all what else is the richness of life
if not that.”
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The way of the eagle
On October 15, 1932, J R D Tata wrote history when he took to skies in a tiny singleengine de Havilland Puss Moth. Vistara is recreating the legacy in modern times

O

and navigating their movements. With
the end of the World War, it resumed its
commercial purpose and assumed the
name Air India after Tata Airlines became
a public limited company on July 29,
1946. After India gained independence,
the Government of India purchased 49 per
cent of the company’s share.

n October 15, 1932, JRD
Tata soared in a tiny singleengine de Havilland Puss Moth
from Karachi with the 25kg
load of mail to Bombay via
Ahmedabad.
At Bombay, Nevill Vintcent, a former Royal
Air Force (RAF) pilot and JRD’s close
friend took over from JRD and flew the
Puss Moth to Madras via Bellary. Karachi
was chosen as the starting point because
Imperial Airways terminated there with
the airmail from England.
The airline fleet which consisted of Puss
Moths and Leopard Moths would fly the
Karachi-Mumbai-Madras (now Chennai)
circuit to deliver air mail. In its initial
year, the fleet flew an approximate of 155
passengers and about 9.72 ton of mail.
In 1933, the first full year of operations,
Tata Airlines flew 1,60,000 miles, carried
155 passengers and 10.71 ton of mail.
Homi Bharucha was the first pilot on the
payroll. JRD and Vintcent were the other
two pilots.
The frequency of the Karachi-Madras route
was stepped up to twice a week in 1934
and, a year later, a weekly service was
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JRD Tata with the Puss Moth that flew on
October 15, 1932. The Puss Moth had a
cruising speed of 100 mph and a range
of 714 miles. Its wings span was 36 ft 9
inches as compared the Boeing 747’s 195
ft 8 inches

started between Mumbai and Trivandrum,
with stops at Goa and Cannanore. The
first passengers were JRD’s colleague
Jal Naoroji and the well-known Bombay
merchant, Seth Kanji Dwarkadas.
Tata Airlines was a major help during
the second World War. Stepping out of
its role of mail and passenger air carrier,
it aided the Royal Air Force (RAF) to
rescue refugees and carry supplies. It
also contributed to transporting troops

Nevill Vintcent
One of the chief pioneers of air mail in
India along with J R D Tata was Nevill
Vintcent. His deep faith in the future of
civil aviation convinced him to quit Royal
Air Force (RAF) and conduct air survey
work in Burma, India, Borneo and the
Federal Malay States.
His desire to establish an aircraft factory
in India remained unfulfilled when his
aircraft encountered a rather unfortunate
attack, while crossing the English channel
on his way to India, leading to his death
in 1942.
With Vistara, the joint venture between
Tata Sons and Singapore Airlines, the
nascent dream took off again in 2013. The
legacy that was founded in 1932 lives on.

(Matter partly sourced from: www.tata.in)
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Wonders

by the bay
The sea and the waves have been fascinating humans for centuries,
tempting them to undertake extraordinary voyages. It is here at these exotic
bays that the heights of the land and depths of the oceans merge
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SYDNEY HARBOUR,
AUSTRALIA
Beside the Tasman sea,
the serene meandering
waterway attracts a
considerable number of
tourists every year. Ideal
for swimming, cruising
and picnicking, the natural
harbour also comprises of
famous landmarks like the
Sydney Opera House and
Sydney Harbour Bridge

Vistara’s interline partners
— Air France, All Nippon,
British Airways, Finnair, Japan
Airlines, Silkair and Singapore
Airlines — fly to Sydney
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HA LONG BAY, VIETNAM
This beautiful harbour line encompasses a postcard life. The scenic
seascape comes with a myth which is intrinsic to the very spirit of the bay. In
Sino-Vietnamese, Halong means “descending dragon” and it is believed the
tail thrashing of young dragons caused the crevasses and led to its unique
geography. The harbour’s breathtaking beauty is a major tourist attraction
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Vistara’s interline partners
— Air France, All Nippon,
British Airways, Finnair,
Japan Airlines, Kenya
Airways and Singapore
Airlines — fly to Vietnam

GUANABARA BAY, BRAZIL
One of the best locations for port facilities,
it is just not the ships to which the harbour
calls out. The bay has gained popularity for
its small entrance which keeps it safe from
wind and surfs. The bay is legendary for its
rich ecosystem and beauty

Vistara’s interline partners — Air
France, All Nippon, British Airways,
Finnair, Hahn Air, Japan Airlines,
Kenya Airways and Singapore Airlines
— fly to Rio de Janeiro
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SANTORINI HARBOUR,
SANTORINI
Dramatic and alluring make
perfect synonyms for this
breathtaking harbour line.
Constant volcanic eruption
has carved out the exquisite
islands of Santorini and
the bays act as a control
measure for the two lava
islands

Vistara’s interline
partners — Air France, All
Nippon, British Airways,
Finnair, Hahn Air, Japan
Airlines and Singapore
Airlines — fly to Santorini
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PHANG NGA BAY, THAILAND
A piece of paradise in the Southern Island, the tall limestone cliffs
along the bay offer an otherworldly feeling. The picturesque beauty of
the bay has attracted filmmakers from across the globe. The Man with
the Golden Gun may have put this harbour on the world map but the
beauty of the calm shores exceeds its tinsel town fame

Vistara’s interline partners
— Air France, All Nippon,
British Airways, Finnair,
Hahn Air, Japan Airlines,
Kenya Airways and Singapore
Airlines — fly to Bangkok
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BAY OF KOTOR, MONTENEGRO
These straits and gulfs have for the longest time defied
geographical typecasting. While one debates if it is a fjord or a
submerged canyon, the beauty of the bay steals in and leaves
one mesmerised. The enticing waterfront view is accompanied
with stunning citadels in the backdrop
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Vistara’s interline partner
Air France flies to Tivat,
one of the four gulfs of
the Bay of Kotor

kaleidoscope
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Monthly Forecast
aries

leo

sagittarius

Mar 21 - Apr 19

July 23 - Aug 22

Nov 22 - Dec 21

You may experience separation with a close partner
which may prove hard to resolve. Your deep abiding
love for adventure will get you to experience new
environments and meet new people. Pay close attention
to your health as it may give you trouble.
Lucky colour: Red

Health issues may surface throughout the month.
Hence, exercise caution. Avoid arguements with
close ones to deflect conflict and tension. Focus on
positive energy. Immovable assets may prove to be
rather profitable.
Lucky colour: Golden

taurus

virgo

Apr 20 - May 20

Aug 23 - Sep 22

Time will be instrumental in your quest for self
discovery and resolving any issue which may have
been giving you trouble. You will enjoy support and
help from your family. Digestion problems may surface.
Avoid making any instant investment or purchase.
Lucky colour: White

Exercise caution and tone down to your demands in
relations. Avoid being idle and involve yourself in any
kind of activity. Remember to be sensitive to others
for they will be there to support and encourage you.
You may face difficulty with some legal issues.
Lucky colour: Dark green

In matters related to success, trust your instincts
and work accordingly. ENT and dermatological
issues may trouble you this month. The cards
predict a fruitful love life. Exercise caution before
trusting strangers or signing agreements.
Lucky colour: Yellow

capricorn
Dec 22 - Jan 19
Be prepared to work hard for every bold claims
you choose to make. Family life may prove to be
troublesome. New project or suggestion at work
needs careful consideration and should be discussed
with close colleagues to avoid conflict.
Lucky colour- Blue and purple

gemini

libra

aquarius

May 21 - June 20

Sep 23 - Oct 22

Jan 20 - Feb 18

Light flirtations and romance are on the cards,
especially on weekends. Things may often not go your
way but avoid getting disheartened. Step out of difficult
situations, take time to observe and methodically reach
a conclusion.
Lucky colour: Green

Profit and increase in bank balance is on the cards for
libra this month. A close friend or a relative may hurt
you unexpectedly. You will be constantly surrounded
by people who will lift your spirit. You may experience
stomach and chest pain towards the end of the month.
Lucky colour: Turquoise

cancer

scorpio

June 21 - July 22

Oct 23 - Nov 21

Your charm will dissuade any possibility of rejection.
Loosen your purse strings to make necessary
purchases instead of living in self-denial. Do not
make commitments without assessing the situation, A
possible love affair is on the cards.
Lucky colour: Silver

Professional front and matters related to health may
prove to be troublesome in the beginning of the month
but will be resolved in the end. There will be moments of
boredom and procrastination. Finances will be good and
there will be a surge in profit.
Lucky colour: Fiery orange

Prospective promotions and good growth
opportunities may come your way. Your love life may
turn rather interesting. Avoid trusting people despite
their claims of close friendship and well wishes.
Health may suffer.
Lucky colour: Black and grey

pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20
Ventures and opportunities concerning money will
frequent your way. Despite a good professional life,
you may encounter certain doubts regarding your
career. You may find yourself considering other
options which have previously been inaccessible.
Lucky colour: Yellow

Jai Madaan tarot card reader
The specific arrangement of planets and stars at the time of your birth makes you unique. Uncover the real you and find out your destiny, through the predictions by tarot
card reader Jai Madaan. “Astrology can help guide you through your troubled emotions and clouded thoughts, by offering a reflection of your past, present and possible
future and showing you a fresh perspective on your life”, she says. See what she has to share about your sign and your cosmic map, as the Almighty has constructed.
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Promotion

M I R A C L ES O F

NUMEROLOGY
Honoured to receive Global Achievers Award
by his excellency Shri. T.P Seetharam, the
Ambassador of India to UAE in Dubai, (Jan2016)

In the bollywood glam-city awarded with
Savvy honours woman 2016 from the hands of
Dharmendra and Poonam Dhillon.

Received the 'Pride of India' award by the
hands of The Ex Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt.
Sheila Dixit in april 2016.

‘Titled Indian Nostradamus’ for her precise
political predictions, since 2001 for our
country.

Sandhiya Mehta is a Ace Numerologist, vast expert and now a worldwide brand
who represents success and growth, for herself and for people she counsels. She
has expanded the numerological field with her research and knowledge, and with
advanced experiences has helped her to help every human soul in return, to guide
them to their enchanting dreams, gain power over their fortunes and to come
alive.
With an aura
au of bright lights and her charismatic personality, she has achieved of
what many dream. She is in the field for more than thirty years, and in this
journey has helped and exchanged energies and ideas, guided people to lead
better lives, has received dozens of honours and recognitions, like ‘The Nari Ratna
award, Indira Gandhi Priyadarshani Award, Rastriya Ratan award, Mahila
Shiromani award, 4p Brand recognitions, ‘The Global Indian Leaders excellence
award and many more such appreciations.
————Numerology is the most accurate predictive science, and has evolved from the
ages of people counting stars as numerical references to today where we add up
all the calculations and we have an outcome that guides you to the events in your
life, and stay prepared for them.“To a person who seeks success, my system will
bring success, happiness and prosperity. And to those who are already
successful it will bring sustainability, positive reinforcements, further success
and introduce to a new and higher perspective and lifestyle.”
The Journey to my methods
“I am someone who has evolved, and with every step of my life have just tried to
be better in what I love, I don't just predict your future, I communicate, consult
and help you empower your energies.”
Every person is having an energy, a combination and each combination is
different, hence they have only certain types of energy and lack other ones. This is
what makes us human, that we can’t be perfect but we have to strive to be. My
exclusive research and study of missing numbers in your birth graph helps me to
determine what are the strong energies that I can see in you and uplift the
missing energies to suit to your dreams and ambitions. With my years or research
and extremely positive results, I help these missing energies in your graph. Its like
providing nutrition to a body, by way of simple remedies and self improvement
improveme
tools that I have developed by myself.
The curious case of 4 & 8
“In my research, nearly 70% people are connected to these numbers, and this loop
then influences your further generations too.’
One usually guards themselves because we have all heard a lot about
disappointments and delays, sorrows and hardships of 4 & 8 and with 7 they form
a trio of these energies. But I see them powerful steroids, to be handled carefully.
Then I will channelize it to positive planning and maximise your fortune’s profits.
Feel blessed if you belong to them, we will empower your life
li and, learn through 4
& 8 and reap more fruits of your hard work than you would have previously did.
Handle your energies well, because only in the right hands they will empower
with 4 & 8.

Spotlight: what is my remedy?
My remedy is a tool I have devised to balance your energies in your birth
graph. By Precisely studying the effect of each energy, and its powers we can
efficiently develop the missing energies and help you get successful results.
Its not an overnight change, nothing is a miracle, but I will guide you to work
on your missing energies, in return for you to create your own miracle. The
universe is balanced, hence if you want to gain something you will have to
lose something, in this case we will help you lose your negativities, and help
you stay positive, strong and successful.

SANDHIYA MEHHTA

Numerologist and
Vastu consultant with
activated Third Eye

Is life simpler without 4 & 8: The other side of the story
Individually every number has its massive merits but if it doesn’t get the support
of your fadic/destiny number it cannot do much for you. 1, 9, 5 & 3 are very
powerful numbers and should get magnanimous success as per individual
calculations, but if you are still struggling and have faced certain problems you
should try and understand your state of energies and detangle the web, to create
a free path for your future.
“A bright star has its own energy, but lighting a lamp in the dark is much more
meaningful.” We all are a mix of many numbers, their combinations play us
differently and affects us differently. We have to empower these combinations in
our fortune, to achieve what is extraordinary, which makes us exemplary
individuals, that help themselves and in addition help their families, society, help
someone in need who looks unto you.
My advice
“Knowledge empowers you, and there is nothing more powerful than to
understand yourself, your potentials, what holds you back, what drives you
forward.” I provide you this knowledge about yourself, though numerology.
Knowledge about finances, career, turnaround years, lucky dates, months, years,
things that help you have a strong backup plan for everything in life. “No mantra,
fasting, name changes singularly guarantees you anything. Ultimately its you who
has to foresee the future, and I help you to do so.” Follow a simplistic solution
Meh
that I call Sandhiya Mehhta’s
remedy system, and we will work on your energies
and align them in the right direction
Get going with My success road
There is a Buddhist saying, “You yourself must strive; the Buddha’s just point the
way.” If you believe in yourself and the universe let me just show you a direction,
you yourself will lead on the right path and achieve the results within no desired
time. I have received tremendous positive feedbacks to have faith in the universe
myself.
“I am not god; I just understand my field of work and use it to help people, guide
them and provide them with some efficient ways to be happy, peaceful,
ever-glorious and a good part of our society & I continue to achieve results with
all my clients."- Sandhiya Mehhta.

Are you aware about your Past, present and future?

The only Successful Numerologist, to have devised
Self-Help remedies for your fortune for your
prosperity, growth and sustainable success.
For any further personalised details about yourself or your family, children,
guidelines to positive living, numerological analysis of yourself and SANDHIYA
MEHHTA’S REMEDY tools, write in or call up on the following:
Sandhiya Mehhta / Yellow soul
+91 – 9819921673, +91 9769071673
HO: Mumbai: 022-26371670, 71
Delhi: +91-9654483695
co
Email: contact.yellowsoul@gmail.com
Website: www.yellowsoul.in
Follow us for daily predictions:

@SandhiyaMehta

RISE AND SHINE.

Sandhiya.Mehhta
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The dance of two

democracies
As the oldest democracy in the world votes for its President this month, Amit
Cowshish, former financial advisor to the Ministry of Defence analyses its
impact on the world’s biggest democracy

T

he Presidential elections in
the US are being held at a
time when the multi-faceted
India-US cooperation is on
the upswing. India presently
enjoys a bipartisan support in the US.
This is unlikely to change irrespective
of who wins, what with the influential
American Indian community lined up
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behind both the candidates, even if in
a skewed proportion.
But the going may get tough if some of
the protectionist rhetoric of the two
Presidential hopefuls, locked in one
of the most vituperative and fractious
campaigns Americans have witnessed
in the recent history, finds its way into

the policies of the next administration
in Washington. The chances of that
happening may be slim but they are
there, more so if Donald Trump wins
the race to the White House.
With his more hard line views on trade
agreements, immigration, business
process outsourcing, strategic role

A

US President
Obama and
Modi

B

Donald Trump
and Hillary
Clinton at a
Presidential
debate

B

A

he would like India to play in the region,
climate change, and many other issues,
the future of economic ties between the
two counties seems more unpredictable.
Hillary Clinton, on the other hand, has
been more nuanced in her approach. She
also has a higher predictability quotient
as she generally been supportive of IndiaUS cooperation initiatives. She is unlikely
to have a change of heart if elected as the
next President.
Even so, if her stance on Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) free trade agreement
is any indication of what she presently
genuinely believes in, she may find it
difficult to reconcile the US economic and
trade policies with the Indian aspirations.
Although India is presently not a party
to the TPP negotiations, her ambivalence

on the issue reflects her proclivity for
protectionism. This could impact other
trade negotiations.
In the first presidential debate, she said
she held all the trade deals to the same
test: Will they create jobs and raise
incomes in America? She also talked
about increasing American exports.
These are precisely the tests India would
like to apply to its trade relations with
other countries, including the US. Any hint
of protectionism on the part of the next
administration could make India clam up
further in bilateral, and even multilateral
trade negotiations, such as those related
to the US-India Bilateral Investment
Treaty (BIT). While BIT negotiations have
made very little meaningful progress
since 2009 when these were started,

Any hint of
protectionism on
the part of the next
administration could
make India clam up
further in bilateral,
and even multilateral
trade negotiations
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The flexibility shown
by India in signing of
the Logistics Exchange
Memorandum of
Agreement (LEMOA)
is a case in point as
it indicates India’s
willingness to walk
the talk on strategic
partnership
India. With India’s spending on defence
equipment being projected at US $ 150200 billion over the next ten years, there
is a vast potential for mutual trade to
grow under US-India Defence Technology
and Trade Initiative, especially in regard
to co-development and co-production
defence projects. This prospect could be
in jeopardy.

C

any hint of protectionism may also cause
a setback in the areas in which some
progress has been made.
The debate on its strategic implications
notwithstanding, the flexibility shown
recently by India in signing of the
Logistics Exchange Memorandum of
Agreement (LEMOA) is a case in point as
it indicates India’s willingness to walk the
talk on strategic partnership. LEMOA is
an India specific version of the Logistics
Support Agreement (LSA) between the US
and many countries it has strong military
ties with. It is also one of the three
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foundational agreements proposed by the
US, that have been hanging fire for a long
time. These agreements are not directly
focussed on economic and trade ties but
they have long been viewed as a precursor
to greater strategic engagement between
the two countries that would, among
other things, inevitably entail expansion
of trade in aerospace and defence sector.
Protectionism could, therefore, directly or
indirectly endanger burgeoning defence
trade between the two countries, which
has already reached $ 13 billion, making
US the largest exporter of arms to

The real fear is that protectionist
posturing by the presidential hopefuls
may mutate into a regressive policy
under the new administration, though,
quite frankly, neither of the two countries
stand to benefit from this. India’s GDP is
presently the third largest in the world in
terms of the purchasing-power-parity and
seventh in terms of the nominal GDP. It
is expected to climb up to the first slot
by 2050, surpassing China’s, presently
cynosure of the world, as well as that of
the United States.
The US cannot be indifferent to a country
with that kind of potential, just as India
can ill-afford to be hit at this critical
juncture by protectionist policies of the
next administration. India has to remain
engaged with leading economies of the
world as it cannot achieve economic
ascendance in isolation. India’s projected
trajectory to the top is heavily dependent,
among other factors, on its ability to
harness the country’s demographic C
dividend for accelerated economic growth,

Merchandise
depicting the
Presidential
candidates
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(IACC) talks of the potential of sectors like
banking, financial services and insurance,
chemicals, dedicated freight corridors,
energy and infrastructure, ports and inland
waterways, oil and gas, pharmaceuticals,
and digitisation. The agricultural sector
too could do with a bit of a leg up. One
cannot forget the American agronomist
Norman Ernest Borlaug, who along with
the Indian geneticist MS Swaminathan,
steered India away from embarrassing
dependence on American PL480 by
pioneering the “Green Revolution” way
back in 1960s. A similar quantum jump is
necessary to uplift the agricultural sector
from its present morass and the US can
certainly play an important role in that.

initiative. This quest seems vulnerable if
seen against the backdrop of the current
electoral rhetoric in the US.

All this holds the promise of great times
ahead for the job seekers in India and
overall prosperity of its common citizens
but shift in the American trade policies
under the next US administration could
spoil the party. In fact, such a shift
could have an immediate retrogressive
impact on sectors where India enjoys a
comparative advantage, such as IT and
pharmaceuticals. It could also stymie
further progress in operationalising the
US-India nuclear agreement, impact
India’s entry into the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, and jeopardise clean energy
initiative under the US-India Partnership
to Advance Clean Energy (PACE),
especially under Trump presidency, with
his known reservation on, if not downright
opposition to, issues like the US alliance
commitments and climate change.

As President Obama recently said in
an article he wrote for The Economist,
a successful economy depends on
meaningful opportunities for work for
everyone who wants a job. For India,
manufacturing is the key sector which
has the potential of rapid job-creation,
though services sector also holds a great
promise. A recent joint report by PwC and
Indo American Chamber of Commerce

In the best case scenario, however, much
of this negativism, especially vis-a-vis
India, will fade away once the elections
are over for even the mighty US cannot
ignore the possibility of a fivefold increase
in bilateral trade with India, going up
to $500 billion from the present level
of $100 billion, as projected by the
current US ambassador to India, Richard
Verma. Amen!

US cannot ignore the possibility of a fivefold
increase in bilateral trade with India, going up to
$500 billion from the present $100 billion
facilitated by sustained economic reforms,
investment in infrastructure, ease of
doing business, and improvement in other
social indicators.
India has shown determination to do that
by engaging with the world, including
the US, shedding some of its traditional
protectionist reticence and showing
willingness to push its economic agenda
more aggressively. These are positive
tidings in the context of India’s quest for
becoming a manufacturing hub under
Prime Minister Modi’s Make-in-India
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With the induction
of 12th and 13th
aircraft, Vistara is
carrying forward the
legacy of JRD Tata
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A legacy lives on
New aircraft, Port Blair, Club Vistara and Daan Utsav — we at Vistara have
many reasons to cheer this festive season

A

ir travel in our country has
come a long way since JRD
Tata, the Father of Indian
civil aviation dreamt of
revolutionising the way we
fly. The legendary entrepreneur with
this passion flying piloted India’s first
commercial flight in 1932.
With Vistara, we are taking the legacy of
the iconic aviator forward. Last month,
we welcomed our 12th and 13th aircraft
into our fleet. We launched services to
the idyllic island destination of Port Blair.
As part of Vistara’s winter schedule, we
operate over 500 flights per week to 18
destinations in India, and onward through
our interline partners. This translates
to a 70 per cent increase in footprint
as compared to the previous winter
season. With the expanded services, we
are eager to serve you with efficiency
and excellence, and make travelling
enjoyable for you.
That’s not all. Vistara’s revamped frequent
flyer program, Club Vistara, is the fastest
rewarding loyalty scheme crafted with
your best interest in mind. We have
added a new platinum membership level
and a two-track scheme for elite tier
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qualification, based on points accrued
or flights flown, whichever is quicker.
We are confident that our program
will delight you and draw even more
travellers to Vistara.
Vistara crossed the 3 million customers
flown milestone last month, 2 million
of which were flown in just 11 months!
We are thrilled to have touched the
hearts of so many happy customers. It
is these small wins that help fortify
our brand slowly and surely, winning
the trust of more and more delighted
travellers. Daan Utsav, or the festival
of giving was celebrated by private
organisations, government bodies,
NGOs and education institutions in
the first week of October. At Vistara,
employees pitched in through various
means to give back to the society
throughout the month. A blood
donation camp was organised at our
head office in Gurgaon. Employees
participated scores and over 160 units
of blood were collected, channelised
to the Rotary Club. In the run up to
Diwali, we also organised a donation
drive and collected toys, clothes, dry
ration and books to donate to our
partner NGOs Salaam Baalak Trust

and Goonj. We also collected over 200
blankets to gift to various orphanages
and old age homes.
Service to the people is the foundation
stone of Vistara. We are all set to induct
more aircraft, operate even more flights
per week to serve you better, and inch
closer to becoming the leading global
airline of choice.
We wish all our customers a blessed
festive season, and we hope to see you
soon again!

Carrying forward
the legacy of
JRD Tata, Vistara
welcomed the 12th
and 13th aircraft to
our fleet in October

vistara
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Small talk
Their innocent curiosity, their enchanting smiles, their wonder about flying, their marvel upon
meeting flight crew: all this and so much more endears our young travellers to us. These
heartwarming notes, drawings and smiles from children travellers turned a regular day into a
joyous one. Happy Children’s Day to all the little ones flying the new feeling!
Bhagyada celebrated her birthday with a
cake and a card from Vistara crew aboard
her first ever flight, UK 930

Celebrating Parul’s
birthday on flight
UK- 778 (Delhi to
Kolkata)

Vistara’s
little star at
an event in
Gurgaon

Drawn by little
girl Kenisha
Verma for our
crew Vishakha
Thapa,who
travelled with
us in UK-778
Kolkata to Delhi
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Products & Services
We push the boundaries of air travel, keeping you at the very centre of our endeavours. Our enterprising
spirit, blended with traditional Indian hospitality will ensure every journey you take with us is a truly enjoyable
experience and a feeling like no other. When you fly Vistara, you fly the new feeling. Welcome aboard.
Business
Customers in Business Class can
revel in our ultra-luxurious seats,
which boast of a wide seat back
and comfortable recline. Ergonomic
seat features such as extendable leg
rest, footrest and adjustable winged
headrest are also available to adjust
your seating comfort. In addition,
you can find some personal storage
space located at the side of your seat,
with enough room for small items like
your glasses, a gadget or a book. The
interplay between the royal purple
and calm grey hues of our cabin
evokes a sense of tranquility, so that
you reach your destination feeling
rejuvenated.

Premium Economy

Cabin Baggage
Business,
Premium Economy
and Economy Class
customers are
entitled to one item of
cabin baggage. This
excludes handbags
and laptops. Each
bag should weigh
no more than 7 kg
with the combined
length, width and
height of each bag not
exceeding
115 cm (45 inches).
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Be a class ahead when you fly with us
in our exclusive Premium Economy
section. With up to 20 per cent more
legroom for each seat, enjoy the
increased sense of well-being that
comes with having that much more
personal space. Thoughtful touches
such as the specially designed and
tested seat bottom cushions for
improved comfort, winged headrests
and long armrests allow for further
relaxation on your journeys with us.

Economy
Our Economy Class cabin is anything
but ordinary. Upholstered in
genuine leather, the seats set a new
benchmark in style and comfort. Your
comfort is our priority, that is why we
have taken special care to style the
seats to further maximise knee
and legroom.

vistara
Experience

Meals & Dining
Aboard our flights, be taken on an
exciting gastronomic adventure
when you partake of the innovative
culinary selections which our
experts have specially developed
for your enjoyment. Business Class
customers are treated to a fine
dining experience amongst the
clouds with the use of fine linen and
bone china tableware. Our Premium
Economy and Economy sections
can look forward to wholesome and
satisfying meals along with a range
of beverages, all served by our
engaging cabin crew. Customers
with specific dietary requirements
can select from a wide range of
special meals, which are available
for booking up to 24 hours prior to
flight departure.

Portable Electronic
Devices
While the use of PEDs such
as mobile phones, tablets and
laptops is permitted on our
aircraft, these must always be
switched off and stowed away
during taxi, take-off and landing.
When in use during boarding or
inflight, regulations require that
PEDs are to be placed in flight
safe or airplane mode with all
transmitting functions (GSM,
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, etc.) disabled.
For safety reasons, customers
may be asked to stop the use
of PEDs at any point of the
flight journey. We seek your
cooperation to comply with the
instructions by our crew.
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Flight Schedule
Origin
Ahmedabad to Delhi

Delhi to Ahmedabad

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Operations

UK 946

0900

1030

Daily

UK 968

2020

2155

Daily

UK 959

0645

0825

Daily

UK 969

1820

1945

Daily

Bagdogra to Delhi

UK 977

1550

1810

Daily

Bagdogra to Guwahati

UK 745

1250

1400

Daily
Daily

Delhi to Bagdogra

Bengaluru to Delhi

Delhi to Bengaluru

Mumbai to Bengaluru
Bhubaneshwar to Delhi

Delhi to Bhubaneshwar
Chandigarh to Delhi
Delhi to Chandigarh

Goa to Delhi

Delhi to Goa

1

UK 745

1010

1215

UK 7411

1255

1510

Daily

UK 868

0700

0940

123456

UK 797

1110

1350

Daily

UK 8362

2050

2330

Daily

UK 8364

2110

2340

Daily

UK 811

0740

1030

123456

UK 8132

1725

2010

Daily

UK 8134

1745

2025

Daily

UK 850

2150

2330

Daily
12345

UK 786

0845

1100

UK 760

2120

2345

Daily

UK 709

0600

0810

12345

UK 781

1840

2045

Daily

UK 879

1520

1620

Daily
Daily

UK 830

1335

1435

UK 856

1215

1500

67

UK 862

1425

1705

Daily

UK 902

1335

1605

14

UK 848

1920

2200

Daily

UK 859

0900

1140

67

UK 847

1110

1345

Daily

UK 867

1630

1910

Daily
23567

Goa to Mumbai

UK 902

1325

1445

Mumbai to Goa

UK 820

1150

1300

Daily

UK 867

1315

1540

Daily

Guwahati to Delhi
Delhi to Guwahati

Hyderabad to Delhi

Delhi to Hyderabad

Kochi to Delhi

UK 969

1505

1730

Daily

UK 868

1020

1240

Daily
123456

UK 830

0955

1230

UK 830

1035

1255

7

UK 8583

1610

1815

Daily

UK 870

1955

2215

Daily

UK 829

0710

0910

123456

UK 829

0745

0955

7

UK 8993

1310

1520

Daily

UK 879

1705

1915

7

UK 824

1840

2200

Daily

UK 995

1235

1540

14

UK 885

1440

1800

Daily

Kochi to Mumbai

UK 940

1640

1840

Daily

Mumbai to Kochi

UK 995

1325

1540

23567

Delhi to Kochi

Kolkata to Bengaluru
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UK 843

0705

0930

Daily

UK 897

1650

1930

Daily

Origin

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Operations

UK 838

1010

1235

Daily

UK 898

2010

2240

Daily

UK 720

0710

0930

Daily

UK 778

1650

1930

Daily

UK 747

0720

0925

Daily

UK 719

2010

2230

Daily

Kolkata to Guwahati

UK 838

1320

1430

Daily

Guwahati to Kolkata

UK 897

1445

1555

Daily

Kolkata to Port Blair

UK 747

1005

1230

Daily

Port Blair to Kolkata

UK 778

1330

1605

Daily

Lucknow to Delhi

UK 933

1320

1430

Daily

Delhi to Lucknow

UK 970

1140

1245

Daily

UK 930

0730

0935

123456

UK 970

0850

1100

Daily

UK 9944

1005

1230

12345

Bengaluru to Kolkata

Kolkata to Delhi

Delhi to Kolkata

Mumbai to Delhi

Delhi to Mumbai

12345

1630

12345

UK 902

1545

1755

Daily

UK 996

1830

2035

Daily

UK 940

1930

2140

Daily

UK 9882

2040

2250

Daily

UK 9884

2055

2305

Daily

UK975

0600

0805

123456

UK9434

0715

0925

12345

UK9432

0730

0945

12345

UK 963

0845

1110

Daily

UK995

1020

1225

Daily

UK 983

1140

1345

12345
Daily

UK 933

1510

1720

UK 9932

1745

1955

Daily

UK 9934

1810

2015

Daily

1905

2110

Daily

2120

2325

Daily

Pune to Delhi

UK992

2005

2215

Daily

Delhi to Pune

UK991

1725

1930

Daily

Srinagar to Delhi

UK 7854

1150

1325

67

UK 7992

0720

0835

Daily

UK 7994

0830

0950

12345

UK 7992

0910

1000

Daily

UK 7994

1025

1115

12345

Jammu to Srinagar
Jammu to Delhi
Delhi to Jammu
Varanasi to Delhi

Delhi to Varanasi

Till 13 November

1240

1425

UK 977

Srinagar to Jammu

th

1025

UK 944

UK 981

Delhi to Srinagar

1

UK 9942

Till 14 November

2

th

UK 7854

1025

1115

67

UK 7142

1035

1220

Daily

UK 7144

1155

1330

12345

UK 7854

0815

0945

67

UK 8132

1520

1645

Daily

UK 9554

1520

1645

Daily

UK 7292

1320

1440

Daily

UK 7294

1405

1530

Daily

From 14 November

3

th

From 15 November

4

th

Schedule is subject to change without prior notice

November 2016 | www.airvistara.com | 117

vistara
experience

key features
Fastest Earn

Earn up to 11 CV Points per INR 100 spent

Fastest redemptions

Award flights starting from 2000 CV Points
and Upgrade Awards from 500 CV Points

Faster elite tier qualification

Now reach elite tiers faster basis lower of Tier
Points and flights taken in 12 month period

The fastest
rewarding frequent
flyer program is
here!
Tailored for the trendsetters and
the boardroom high fliers, the all
new Club Vistara is the Fastest
Rewarding Frequent Flyer Program*
With Club Vistara, you earn CV Points based on the value
of tickets purchased, the simplest and fairest way to earn
award points. Here at Club Vistara, when you spend more,
you earn more. Club Vistara not only provides you unique
privileges but also offers you: Fastest Earn, Redemption
and Elite Tier Qualification and enhanced elite tier benefits.
As a Club Vistara member you earn CV Points beyond a
flight ticket through our airline and co-brand partners. Earn
exciting privileges and benefits on every flight as you fly
the new feeling.

Enjoy priority status

Check-in, Waitlist Clearance, Baggage
Handling and Airport Standby

Increased baggage allowance

5- 15 kgs over and above the limit basis elite
tier status

Lounge Access

Unrestricted access to Vistara Lounge when
you fly with Vistara

Guaranteed reservations
24-48 hour prior to departure

Complimentary upgrade and
lounge access vouchers
For use by self, friends or family

Airline and non-airline partners
Earn and Redeem CV Points with our partners

Exclusive benefits and privileges

Unconditional benefits and privileges for all
fare types

How to join

Becoming a Club Vistara (CV) member is simple and quick. Register with CV by:

•

Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com

•

Downloading our Mobile App

•

Fill the inflight enrolment form
available with our crew.
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Once enrolled, CV membership ID will be sent to your
registered email ID and your account will be automatically
activated. As a CV member, you will have access to your
personalised account through our website and our mobile
app, to easily keep track of all your transactions with us.
To receive auto-credit of your CV Points, please remember
to quote your CV ID at the time of booking and check in.

Enroll now
and earn 1000
Bonus
CV Points

elite tier qualification

Tier evaluation process

Tier evaluation is in terms of tier points
or the number of Vistara flights taken, whichever
upgrades or maintains your tier status faster. Refer
the Tier Evaluation criteria below:

Elite Tier Qualification process evaluates your tier status every day by
checking the number of Tier Points earned or number of flights flown
in the past 365 days. As soon as a member achieves the criteria as
mentioned in the table, they will be upgraded to the next elite tier or
retain their current tier status. In case of a tier upgrade or renewal, you
elite tier status will be valid for 12 months. On the day of expiry of your
tier, if you are unable to move up to the next elite tier or maintain your
current tier, you will be moved to the next lower tier for the next 12
months. You continue to enjoy CV Base privileges as our CV Base tier
membership will never expire.

Tier

Tier Points
required for
Upgrade

Flights required
for Upgrade

CV Silver

15000

20

CV Gold

25000

CV Platinum

35000

OR

30
40

Privileges & Benefits

CV
Base

CV
Silver

CV
Gold

CV
Platinum

Earn Points on All Flights

✓

✓

✓

✓

Tier/CV Points

8 CV Points

9 CV Points

10 CV Points

11 CV Points

✓

✓

✓

✓

Up to 48 Hours Prior*

Up to 24 Hours Prior*

Priority Airport Standby
✓

Priority Waitlist clearance
Guaranteed Reservations in
Economy Class
Priority Airport Check-in

Premium Economy
Counter

Business Class Counter

Business Class Counter

Increased Baggage Allowance

+5 Kg

+10 Kg

+15 kg

Priority Boarding

✓

✓

Lounge Access

✓

✓

Priority Baggage handling

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Lounge Access Vouchers

1

2

4

Upgrade Voucher

1

3

Exclusive Offers and Promotions

✓

5

Meet & Greet

✓

No Rescheduling Fee

✓

Earning CV Points
Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with us.

At Club Vistara, our conscious effort is to ensure every flying experience of yours is a memorable
one. Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly
with us. Earn CV Points based on the fare value of your ticket (base fare excluding taxes and
fees). When you spend more, you will earn more CV Points. Members can also earn CV Points
with our partners. When you fly with Vistara, simply share your CV ID at the time of booking or
check-in and receive the auto – credit of CV Points in you CV account within 24-48 hours. Your
CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of flight. Use CV Points to redeem Award Flights
and Upgrade Awards. Please refer to the table to know the CV Point accrual for Vistara flights.

Tier

CV Points per INR 100 spent

CV Base

8

CV Silver

9

CV Gold

10

CV Platinum

11
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Partnerships
With our partners, make the most of your CV membership even when you are
not flying with us. We have carefully formed partnerships that offer you more
choices to earn and redeem CV Points
Airline Partners

Co-Brand Partners

Vistara now allows you to board domestic to fly international.

Earn CV Points with every swipe through Axis
Bank Vistara Credit Cards.

With Vistara, you can enjoy a hassle-free international flying experience. Being
the preferred partner for many major international flights, our relationship with
them allows you to earn and redeem CV Points on their flights.
You can earn and redeem CV Points on the following international flights:

Understanding Tier Points and CV Points
When you fly with Vistara, you earn CV Points that enable you to redeem Award
Flights & Upgrade Awards and Tier Points that help determine your elite tier.
Tier Points are non-redeemable and are valid only for 12 months from the date of
the flight. You can use your CV Points as currency to redeem rewards with Vistara
& its Partners. CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of flight. When you
fly/spend with our airline/non-airline partners you earn CV Points. You can also
earn CV Points by participating in our offers and promotions.

Redemption Of CV Points
With Award Flight redemptions starting as low as 2,000 CV Points and Upgrade Awards starting at 500 CV
Points, rewards could not be any faster. Club Vistara offers you the fastest journey to redemption of flights &
upgrades. You can instantly redeem Award Flights by logging on to our website www.airvistara.com

Vistara Award Flights

Vistara Upgrade Rewards

•

You can redeem CV Points for Vistara Award
Flights by following the below easy steps:

•

Log on to www.airvistara.com

•

Enter Club Vistara membership ID

Now redeem CV Points to upgrade your cabin class
by calling our Customer Service Centre at +91 120
6699901/02 or contacting our Airport Ticketing Office
(ATO) for instant upgrades.

•

Click on ‘Redeem Now’ button

•

Submit details on ‘Redeem Award Flight’

•

Select ‘Flight & Redeem’

To know the CV Points required for Vistara Award Flights
and Vistara Upgrade Awards, please visit our website at
www.airvistara.com

Complimentary Tier Match
We invite you to enjoy a complimentary 3-month CV Gold membership, if you are a Gold or above tier member with any other
frequent flyer program. Please send us a request along with a copy of your membership card/ statement at contactus@
clubvistara.com or visit us at www.clubvistara.com
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Get exclusive
benefits even after
your flight
Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your boarding
pass within seven days of your travel at our partner brands and
enjoy exciting offers

Rent a Car

`600 off on Myles (selfdrive) MVO500
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`500 off on Carzonrent
(premium chauffeur drive
service) outstation booking.
CVO500

Travel and Experience

Experience
the heritage
of Old Delhi
like never
before at 20%
discount

Get 10% off on Imagica
Theme park & Water park
tickets

Dining

hospitality

1. One Level Upgrade* on
presenting the boarding pass

Flat 20% off on purchases
made at Vaango
1. Friday Seafood Nights- Friday dinner
buffet at Spectra. The guest can take any
one package for buffet dinner (only food,
food + soft beverages, food + alcoholic
beverages) and get one complimentary
2. Weekend Bhoj at Diya. The guest can
choose any package on a Saturday and get
one more complimentary

Exclusive offers on Coffee,
Sandwhiches, Muffins and
Criossant, only at T3 Delhi

3. Lungo Pranzo Dominica at Zanotta- The
guest can choose any package and get
one more complimentary on a Saturday

Black & White
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Dining Offer: Flat 10% discount
on food and soft beverages only
at F&B
outletsBlack
(Seven,
Reverse
&Umami
White &
octave ) at the hotel

4. Spa massage/ treatments - Guest can
choose from any treatment/ massage and
will one more complimentary

Dining Offer: 10% Flat Discount
on food & soft beverages only at
F&B outlets (Buzz, Swirl & Deli)

2. Free Desert at any F&B Outlet
along with the main course*

Flat 20% off on purchases
made at Foodstreet

Avail a special 10%* off on the Best
Available Rate along with free Wifi
using promo code “ZMUP10VIS”
on booking at gingerhotels.com.
Offer can also be availed by
calling 1800 266 3333 or booking
directly at the hotel. *T&Cs* apply.

GUWAHATI ASSAM

Reverse Colour

1. Economy package for 1: Beer & burger
combo for `449 only
*Taxes exclusive | Domestic Beer only!

15% off on food bill (excluding taxes)

Flat 20% off on purchases
made at KFC on a transaction
of `400 and above, only at
GUWAHATI ASSAM
T3 Delhi

2. Free* Appetiser on the purchase of
an Entree
(Appetiser to be of similar or lesser value)

Standard Colour

3. Buy One Get One Beer
(Domestic Beer only!)

Medium Chai free across all Chai
Point outlets

GUWAHATI ASSAM

4. Premium package for 2: 2 Margaritas
or 2 Beers + 1 Starter + 2 Main Course +
1Dessert for `1,999 only. *All Inclusive
Offer Valid across all outlets of
Delhi, Chandigarh Kolkata, Mumbai,
Bangalore, Pune and Hyderabad Only |
T&C Apply!

Buy Any Pizza woth `350 and
Get Bread sticks free worth `116

20% discount on Body Massages
20% flat discount on Suites and Villas
20% off on Beverages at the Bar on
all days before 7 pm

20% discount on Best Available
Rate by Using Promocode
“ZUSP20VIST” for booking Lemon
Tree Premier, Lemon Tree Hotels
and Red Fox Hotels.

Package for 1: 2 pints of select
beers+ 1 select appetizer
@ `399+ taxes
Package for 2: 1 Pitcher
of select beer+ 2 select
appetizers @ `799+ taxes
T&C Apply

Booking to be done at www.
lemontreehotels.com
Offer also Includes: 20% discount
on F&B (Republic of Noodles, as
per restaurant availabilty), Free
WiFi 24x7, Buffet breakfast.

Health and Wellness

Flat 15% discount on all the services

Exclusive 36% off on any Spa services

Exclusive 10% off on stay along
with Complementary Plantation
Safari, Birding & Nature Tour,
Access to Golf Course

Retail Shopping

5% off on transactions
of `10,000 and above
(Max discount: ` 1000)
offer applicable only at
www.Croma.com (not
applicable at any offline
store).Use Promo
Code: VISTCROM

Flat 10% off on
entire Drinks,
Books and
Souvenirs
category at
Delhi, Mumbai
and Bangalaore
Airprot stores

“Yolee” 202, Second Floor, No. 14 Pottery Road, Richard’s Town
Bangalore 560005 T. 91 80 415401821/ 82
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For more information please visit www.airvistara.com and check the deals and offers section

1. Room upgrade to the next level *
2. 10 % discount on the usage of
the spa facilities
3. 10% discount on Food & soft
beverages at the restaurants*
**Terms and Conditions Apply

*Terms & conditions apply
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