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VISTARA EDITORIAL

DOTTING NEW AVENUES
What inspires flight but the will of soaring beyond
our apparent reach and into the limitless sky? For
our part, we are the happiest when we make the
journey for you smooth and safe.
Last month amidst the festivities that leave a trail
of glimmer all along the final quarter of the year
when the calendar heralds the dawn of another new
year, Vistara strove to make flying even sweeter for
our customers. We forged a partnership with the
leading car rental service, Avis India, to provide a
premium car rental experience to you in all of our
21 destinations. A seamless experience at every
touchpoint during your journey is Vistara’s forte.
To this end, we also launched ‘Vistara Direct’, a
unique and exciting program under which the
airline offers an array of benefits to travellers
who book tickets directly on Vistara’s website
or on Vistara’s mobile app. Booking directly with
Vistara offers customers a number of advantages,
such as lower fees, assured communications and
notifications regarding their travel, along with
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exclusive offers such as upgrades at attractive
rates and other ancillary products and services to
help customers enhance their journey.
Having flown more than six million happy
customers in a short span of less than three years,
Vistara has expanded its network to 21 destinations
with approximately 100 daily flights operated by
a fleet of 16 brand new state-of-the-art Airbus
A320 aircraft. We’ve recently added a great new
destination to our network, Ranchi and resumed
flights to the holy city of Varanasi, where we are
sure many of you were waiting for Vistara to fly.
As we inch closer to the end of another very eventful
year, we’re steadfast in our promise to continue
setting new standards in air travel and make your
journey more comfortable and enjoyable.
Happy reading!
Team Vistara

“When you
work, work as
if everything
depends on
you. When you
pray, pray as
if everything
depends on
God.”
- JRD Tata
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On The Cover
A boat ride gives a full view of
amazing scenes of Varanasi city - its
ghats and monuments - that are
decorated on Dev Deepawali.

facebook.com/
AirVistara

@airvistara

Scan this QR code from your
smart phone to visit our app

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

THE SOCIAL

BUZZ

The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in the
social media and the Twitterati can’t stop
talking about Vistara

18 | Vistara | November 2017

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

ANSWERS OF THE AVIATION QUIZ - OCTOBER ISSUE
Answer 1
Idlewild Airport
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Answer 2
800 kmph

Answer 3
Qantas

Answer 4
Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport

Answer 5
March 2, 1969

PERSPECTIVE

POTPOURRI

A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

Wall-E to Post-E

ECO-FRIENDLY LIVING

Vehicle-free Cities
Three major European cities - Paris, Copenhagen
and Oxford have announced ban on the use of
petrol and diesel cars within the city. According to
reports, the university city of Oxford has decided
on a deadline of 2020 to ban any and all nonelectric automobiles from its city centre with an
aim to become the world's first 'zero emission
zone'. The French capital too has announced the
same initiative to be implemented by 2030. The
capital of Denmark, however, has decided to ban
only diesel cars in the city by 2019. Following
their lead, London is also rolling out an 'ultra low
emission zone' initiative, which will see the gasguzzling vehicles pay exuberant daily charges to
enter the city centre from 2020 onwards.

In the German town of Bad
Hersfeld, postal workers have a
new colleague extending them a
helping hand. According to reports,
German postal and logistics
company Deutsche Post DHL has
hired a bright yellow, four-wheeled
robot to carry mail and packages
with the postal worker while he/
she does their rounds. The 'postBot'
can carry loads of up to 150kg and
can navigate around obstacles.
It uses sensors to track the legs
of the postal worker and can be
used in all weather conditions.
“We’re constantly working on new
solutions to allow our employees to
handle this physically-challenging
work,” a DHL executive said.

ON RECORD

Whatever you do in life, do it like it is
your first and last time, and you will
never get another chance
– Shah Rukh Khan

Annual Clean-up
Dangling from ropes as they straddle giant silver spheres
that reflect the cityscape below, a team of cleaners
began the annual clean-up of Brussels’ iconic Atomium.
Getting ready to celebrate its 60th birthday next year, the
celebrated structure, consisting of nine polished steel
globes, each 18meters (60ft) in diameter connected by
tubular passageways, represents a crystal of iron. But
it has also come to be the symbol of the Belgian and
European Union capital. “When we arrived the first day,
we enjoyed the view and being there, and then, after that,
it’s just a job like any other,” said Olivier Delecosse, leader
of the cleaning crew.
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IN NUMBERS

MOVIES THIS MONTH

Jaguar

Justice League

1931
SS1

The film is being codirected by

Joss
Whedon,

1961
E-Type

who directed the
two most successful
comic book movies of
all-time Avengers and

Avengers:
Age of
Ultron
The film is set to be
released on

November
16, 2017

1984

XJ6 Series 3

Fueled by his restored faith in humanity and inspired by
Superman's (Henry Cavill) selfless act, Bruce Wayne (Ben
Affleck) enlists newfound ally Diana Prince (Gal Gadot) to
face an even greater threat. Together, Batman and Wonder
Woman work quickly to recruit a team to stand against this
newly awakened enemy, the Steppenwolf and his army of
parademons. Despite the formation of an unprecedented
league of heroes – Batman, Wonder Woman, Aquaman, Cyborg
and the Flash -- it may be too late to save the planet from an
assault of catastrophic proportions.

Murder on the Orient Express

The film is directed by

Kenneth
Branagh

who also plays the
lead in the film.

2017
XE

In 2008, the Tata Group
acquired the luxury auto brand
— Jaguar — from the Ford Motor
Company.
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The movie is based on
a novel by

A lavish trip on a train through Europe quickly unfolds into a
race against time to solve a murder. Everyone's a suspect when
Detective Hercule Poirot arrives to interrogate all passengers and
search for clues before the killer can strike again. The cast includes
legendary actors like Dame Judi Dench, Michelle Pfeiffer, Willem
Defoe, Penelope Cruz, Johnny Depp and Daisy Ridley of Star Wars
fame among others.

Agatha
Christie
The film is set to hit
the theatres on

November
10, 2017

PERSPECTIVE

On My Kindle
Global IT giant Microsoft's CEO
Satya Nadella tells you why the
most successful businesses
need to hit the refresh button
every now and then
1. What was the vision behind your
new book, Hit Refresh?
The title of the book
is a metaphor. It is
like when you hit
'refresh' on your
browser, it doesn't
replace everything. It
replaces only those
pixels that need to
be replaced. And I
think that is what I
wanted to capture in
my book as well. You know, any company
that has been successful and needs to
continue to drive that success will have
to drive transformation. But you have to
be smart.
2. What should a company's approach
be according to you?
The most important part of any
company is its work culture. The culture
needs to enable you to come up with
new ideas and build new capabilities. I
think, for companies to be successful
over a long period of time, it needs to
be more than a good idea and a good
strategy. You need a culture to foster the
growth.
3. What is that one thing about
working with Microsoft that you
cherish the most?
When I think about Microsoft, one of the
things that gives me the greatest pride,
whether I am in the New York area or any
part of the world, is the small businesses
in our field that are more productive.
The large businesses in IT have become
more competitive. The public sector
has become more efficient. Unless and
until we measure ourselves with the
outcomes outside of our own balance
sheet, I think there's no long-term
success in business.
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A Teddy Affair
A 68-year-old woman in the US has set a new Guinness World Record for the world's
largest collection of teddy bears - owning 8,026 stuffed bears. Jackie Miley's collection
first began with a bear dubbed 'Grandma Jackie', which she won while on vacation in
2000. She now has a house stuffed with thousands of plush bears in South Dakota, US.
"I never had a teddy bear as a child - did not even know what one was until I was eight
years old and saw one at the Minnesota State Fair," said Miley. Once she had accumulated
nearly 3,000 teddy bears, friends started asking her if she had submitted her collection to
Guinness World Records for review. Within her assortment the smallest teddy bear is just
3-4 inches tall, with the largest at nearly 8 feet.

What a Bowl
A Song dynasty bowl, claimed to be more
than 900-year-old, broke all records to
become the most expensive bowl to have
been sold ever in an auction. The small,
blue-green bowl sold for a whopping
$37.68 million at an auction in Hong Kong
last month, breaking the previous record,
also set in a sale in Hong Kong, when a
500-year-old imperial cup from the Ming
dynasty period was sold for $36.0 million
in 2014. The 13-cm (5-inch) bowl, used
to wash brushes, was fired in the famed
Northern Song dynasty (960-1127) kilns in
Ruzhou, and was sold to an anonymous
buyer after a 20-minute bidding battle.

AVIATION QUIZ
1. Why does a pilot and his co-pilot eat different meals while flying?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

PERSPECTIVE

HISTORICAL ARTEFACT

From Titanic With Love
Pumpkin Diaries
The winner of the 44th World Championship Pumpkin WeighOff had the heaviest pumpkin recorded in the history of the San
Francisco Bay Area competition. According to reports a forklift
hoisted the giant pumpkin onto a scale and a crowd watched as it
was weighed last month in downtown Half Moon Bay, south of San
Francisco. It registered 2,363pounds (1,070kg) to make it the seventh
win for grower Joel Holland.

A handwritten letter which belonged to a man from the US, who
was aboard the Titanic when it sank, was recently sold at an auction
for $166,000. This letter is the last known remains of the British
passenger liner that sank in the North Atlantic Ocean in the early
morning hours of April 15, 1912, after it collided with an iceberg during
its maiden voyage from Southampton to New York City. Written by
the first-class passenger Alexander Oskar Holverson on embossed
Titanic 'on-board' stationary, the letter to his mother describes
his impressions of the palatial ship, praising the food and music.
Holverson was a Minnesota-born salesman, who was travelling on the
ship with his wife, Mary Alice, who survived the catastrophe.

Festival of Rhythm
A plethora of indie artists is
set to raise the roof of Grande
Halle de la Villette, a cultural
centre located in Paris, France,
for this year’s European
Pitchfork Music Festival to
be held between November
2-4. This will be the sixth
edition of the Pitchfork
Music Festival in the city of
love. The event will feature
musicians including the likes
of The National, Kamasi
Washington, Run The Jewels,
BADBADNOTGOOD and lots
of other rising talents. You
could get a 3-day pass for
`9,200 (approximately) or
an evening pass for `3,900
(approximately).
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Sufi Music at Qutub Minar

SOULFUL EXPERIENCE

Music on my mind
Iceland Airwaves is a multi genre music
festival in Reykjavík, the capital city of
Iceland. Spread throughout downtown
of the Capital, this is a 'choose your own
adventure' festival. Venues range from
tiny bars, record shops and churches all
the way to big theatres to match the
curated mix of up-and-coming acts and
established stars. With 16 hours a day of
To encourage and nurture a holistic
alternate music experience, The Sufi
Route is organising a Sufi concert for
peace on November 18, 2017 at one of
the most iconic monuments of India, the
Qutub Minar in Delhi. The unique ode to
Sufi music and poetry will bring together
artistes such as Hans Raj Hans and Nooran
Sisters with Turkish performers and
Dervish dancers.
Sufi music is an expression of peace,
freedom and diversity. The concert is
unlike any other that India has witnessed
in a long time, in many aspects. Its venue,
the magnificent UNESCO World Heritage
Site of Qutub Minar, is a historical
statement in itself. It is also the only
time in recent past that two ancient and
culturally rich roots of Sufi music – Turkish
Tasawuf and Indian Sufism – are blending
together.
Oscar winning music maestro A R Rahman
will also preform at the concert. He said,
“For me, Sufi means destroying the evil
in your heart. The need of the time is that
spirituality and love which Sufi music give
should be shared in humanity. ”
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music and only a few hours of pale winter
sunlight, this festival is an immersive
experience guaranteed to provide some
memories and some new discoveries.
This year's edition features headliners
such as Mumford and Sons, Fleet Foxes,
Billy Bragg, Mura Masa and Benjamin
Clementine, among others. The festival is
being held between November 1-5.

India has been the largest troop
contributor to the United Nations
Peacekeeping Missions since its inception.
World's Youngest Leader
'Whizz-kid', 'Basti Fantasti',
'Messiah' are just some of the
monikers given to Austrian
conservative Sebastian Kurz,
who became the world's
youngest leader in to be elected.
The 31-year-old political leader
of Austria also holds the record
of being Europe’s youngest
foreign minister at the age of 27.
Nicknamed 'Wunderwuzzi' (very
roughly translated as wonder
hotshot), he has been compared
to the young leaders of France
and Canada, Emmanuel Macron
and Justin Trudeau.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

VARANASI

WHERE HISTORY RESIDES
A maze of alleys, where crowds jostle for spices, textiles and flatbreads, as the sweet
scent of incense fills the air, welcome to Varanasi, the cultural capital of India. The city
sits majestically on the banks of the holy River Ganges and is alive with spirituality
Words : Mita Rao

A

melting pot of various cultures,
Varanasi is revered for its
religious importance. In Varanasi
you are always surrounded by
faith – whether at the temple, by
the ghats or even as you stand and watch the
funeral pyres. The city makes you pause and
look at life in a new light.
Varanasi is a very peculiar city. Upon the banks
of the Ganges sit the often-photographed
ghats, which lead down to the river. It is still
possible to lose oneself in the recesses of
the old city where the noise stops, only to
recommence later in a crazy manner at the
ghats. Varanasi is one of the world's oldest
inhabited cities. While some other old cities
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of the world like Baghdad, are seeing their
reconstruction for the 13th time, it is important
to remember that Varanasi has been inhabited
continuously and perhaps in the same shape
for the last 4,000 years.
Varanasi presents a unique social and
cultural fabric. It is the city of affluence,
intellectuals, oral traditions, castes and
customs, personalities, professions and
communal harmony. A trip to Varanasi is
more about being absorbed into this ancient
city and experiencing its culture. Walking the
ghats and alleyways or watching sunrise from
a boat can be unforgettable. Varanasi is also
considered a state of mind. As an old saying
puts it: “Benares is wherever you are”.

DID YOU KNOW
The Dev Deepavali
takes place fifteen
days after Diwali. It
is a tribute to river
Ganga by the people of
Varanasi. The gods are
believed to descend
to Earth to bathe in
the Ganges on this
day. The festival also
coincides with the Jain
light festival and Guru
Nanak Jayanti.

OPPORTUNITY TO OWN THE FINEST LUXURY IN GURGAON

THE HIBISCUS
APARTMENTS, PENTHOUSES & VILLAS
The use of premium materials and stringent specifications enable
The Hibiscus set a new benchmark in luxury. Each and every detail
complements living at its best.

PREMIUM LOCATION
20 mins from International Airport | 15 mins from Ambience Mall | 10 mins from Cyber Hub
5 mins from Huda City Center | 5 mins from Medanta Hospital | 5 mins from Google Office

Ready to move-in | Price Starting from INR 3.67 cr*
FOR PRIVATE PREVIEW, PLEASE CALL- 7053 109 109

TRAVEL BLEISURE

SPIRITUAL CAPITAL

Embark on a divine tour of the city where every wall oozes a sense of eternity

“Benares is older than
history, older than
tradition, older even
than legend and looks
twice as old as all of
them put together.”
- Mark Twain

KASHI VISHWANATH TEMPLE
According to a legend, Varanasi
was founded by the God Shiva and
this temple is dedicated to him.
It has one of the most intense
chanting of aartis and shlokas
almost the whole day which
add to the divinity of the entire
atmosphere. The temple has a
15.5 meters high spire plated with
1,000 kg of gold. One ton of gold,
donated by Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
has been used in the gold plating
of the spire. The dome is a major
attraction of this temple with
carved sculptures on it.
There is a series of smaller shrines,
located in a small lane called the
Vishwanatha Gali, near the river.
The temple is, however, located
inside the Vishwanath Gali and
you will have to walk your way up
to the temple threshold. Leave
your mobile, camera, electronic
gadgets, pen, sharp objects such
as car keys, belt, wallet (any item
which is made from animal skin),
etc., in the lockers available at the
entrance of the temple.
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TULSI MANAS TEMPLE
Positioned adjacent the Durga Temple is another beautiful
place to visit. Constructed in pure white marble and
designed in Shikhara style of architecture, this postindependence shrine was set up in the year 1964. Dedicated
to Lord Ram, this temple is christened in the honour of
Ram Charit Manas, composed by Goswami Tulsidas in 16th
century AD. It is believed that the temple is erected at the
very place where Tulsidas sat to write this outstanding
Indian epic. The walls of the temple are adorned with the
engravings of verses from Ram Charit Manas, as well as the
episodes from the epic depicting the life story of Lord Ram.

DID YOU KNOW

Varanasi has been
home to some great
writers and art lovers
such as Kabir Das,
Tulsidas, Bharatendu
Harishchandra, Munshi
Premchand, Bismillah
Khan, Girija Devi, Sitara
Devi, Gopi Krishna and
many others.

DURGA TEMPLE
Dedicated to Goddess
Durga, the temple is an
example of architectural
grandeur. Constructed in
18th century, this holy shrine
is designed in the Nagara
Style of architecture and
painted in bright red. As
the legend goes, the idol
of the Goddess placed in
the sanctum of the Durga
Temple is not man-made
but is Swayambhu, i.e.,
self-originated.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

A CULTURAL CENTRE

Varanasi presents a complete museum of Indian art and culture
GHATS CALLING
On the banks of river Ganga, there are eighty four bathing ghats
built by several Maratha rulers including Shindes, Holkars,
Bhonsles, Peshwas, etc. Most of the ghats are meant for bathing
and washing but some of them are specially used as cremation
sites as it is believed that if your mortal remains are immersed in
the Ganga River at Varanasi, you attain complete salvation.
Do not Miss: The Ganga Aarti is a highly choreographed ceremony,
performed daily at 6pm on the Dashashwamedh Ghat.
AS PER MYTHOLOGY
• Dashashwamedh Ghat is the place where Lord Brahma
sacrificed 10 horses in a Yagna, thus, named Dashashwamedh.
• Manikarnika Ghat is the place where Goddess Parvati hid her
earring and asked Lord Shiva to find them so as to make him
stay there. This is a major cremation ghat.
• Mandir Ghat was built by Maharaja Jai Singh of Jaipur in the
year 1770. Its northern part has a beautiful stone balcony.
• Lalita Ghat was constructed by the King of Nepal in distinct
Kathmandu style dedicated to Lord Krishna.
• Assi Ghat is the place where Tulsidas sat to compose Ram
Charit Manas. It is popular among photographers and painters.

ST. MARY'S CHURCH
Situated in the cantonment area of
Varanasi, the St. Mary's Church is the
oldest church in the city and the oldest
standing garrison church in South
Asia. Queen Elizabeth II of
HOW TO
England visited the church in
GET THERE
1960. The Roman Catholic
Vistara flies to
Diocese of Varanasi is
Varanasi from
New Delhi,
another place to visit as its
Bengaluru and
architectural splendour
Mumbai.
leaves you spellbound.
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SARNATH
Just 13 km from the city, Sarnath is the
place where Gautama Buddha first taught
the Dharma after his enlightenment. It
is one of the most serene places in India.
There are lots of Buddhists mathas and
shrines scattered throughout the city along
with an Ashokan stupa which is said to
have relics of the king and the well-known
Sarnath pillar. There is also a Bodhi tree
located next to a Sri Lankan monastery.
Six national temples have been built by
various Asian communities at Sarnath
since the site's restoration, including a
Tibetan temple and Sri Lankan temple.
The Archaeological museum in Sarnath
holds important historical relics like the
Ashok Chakra and our national emblem,
the Ashokan Pillar. There are five galleries
& two verandahs in the museum to display
the antiquities, ranging in time from
third century BC to 12th century AD, found
at Sarnath.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

EXCLUSIVE OFFERINGS
Refresh your soul with shopping and food
TIMELESS GRACE
Varanasi has long been famous for its brocades and saris.
The exquisite fabric has been produced by weaving with
warp & weft threads of different colours and materials.
These saris are adorned with intricate designs and zari
embellishments making it popular during traditional
functions and weddings. Earlier, the embroidery on saris
was done with threads of pure gold.
The Sarai Mohana village in Varanasi is well-known for its
silk weaving. The Banarasi saris made by these weavers
are known as the finest saris in India. A tour of the village
offers a sneak peek into the craftsmanship of the weavers
with their dissimilar design. These weavers work hard on
designing these saris to maintain their individuality. The
saris require 15 days to one month and sometimes up to six
months to complete.

DO NOT MISS
DID YOU KNOW

In Varanasi, relish the delicacies
of Vishwanath gali as it has
innumerable street food stalls. Try
the super soft idlis of the South
Indian snack shop or samosas,
khasta kachoris, gulab jamun, rabri
and mouth-watering jalebis available
in the shops. Try the thick delicious
yoghurt drink 'lassi'. There are a
number of shops in the gali selling
anardana, sweet supari, special pan
mix, hingoli and sweet amla candy.
The Bread of Life Bakery &
Restaurant at Shivala, run by an
American interior designer and a
German flight attendant, is a place
worthy to visit. Enjoy wholesome
Western dishes and freshly baked
breads and muffins. Their menu for
lunch is huge, ranging from quiche
Lorraine, moussaka, Mediterranean
eggplant escalope, to Portuguese
warm salad, pizza, spinach
fettuccine, etc.
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Banarasi paan is
famous across the
world because of
its awesome taste.
Ingredients of every
paan are almost the
same, but the process
of making Banarasi
paan makes it special
and different from
other paan. The
creativity of the paan
makers and their style
of serving add to
the taste.

THE BIG CANVAS
What is common between the Dalai Lama, the King of Bhutan and
Hollywood actor Brad Pitt? It’s Kimkhab or Tibetan brocade. The handloomed fabric is known for a rainbow of brilliant colours with gold and
silver thread. The city provides fabric to various monasteries all over the
world. The Dalai Lama has worn the fabric. The coronation and wedding
outfit of the King of Bhutan was woven by the weavers of Varanasi.The
outfits for the Hollywood movie, Seven Years in Tibet including those of
Brad Pitt were also woven here. Varanasi is where most of the country’s
well-known designers come for exclusive hand-woven materials.

AVIATION QUIZ
2. Which is the world's busiest international air route?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

In Focus

ChhaTTisgarh

heading Towards a beTTer fuTure

A

The young state is determined to achieve new heights of prosperity for its
people under the able leadership of its Chief Minister, Dr. Raman Singh

ny entity on its way to creating a
distinct identity for itself has to
go through a series of challenges.
Chhattisgarh has had its own
challenges from the day it became
a separate state. However, the old adage
‘where there’s a will, there’s a way’ holds true
for the state. One cannot comprehend the
development journey of Chhattisgarh only
by looking at cities such as Raipur, Durg,
Bilaspur and Bhilai. It is the positive change
that is taking place in the lives of even the
marginalised section of Bastar and Sarguja
region, which tells the tale of the state’s
journey. The 17-year young state, formed on
November 01, 2000, has achieved wonders
in a relatively short time. The massive
development of the state can be attributed to
the sensitive and sincere regime headed by
Chief Minister Dr. Raman Singh.
Chhattisgarh is rapidly transforming into a
favourite destination for industries. The state
government, which recently completed 5,000
days in power, has left no stone unturned to
make Chhattisgarh a ‘powerful state’ from a
‘power surplus’ state. In 2000, Chhattisgarh
used to produce 4,732 MW of power that
was not enough to satisfy its own appetite,
resulting in load shedding and loss to
industrial houses. However, today the state is
generating 22,764 MW power.

Chhattisgarh has also made notable
progress in other key sectors. For instance,
the annual income per person has increased
to `82,000 from `10,000 (2003). The

In the past 13 years, the numbers of schools
have trebled from 21,000 to 60,000. Notable
higher education centers like IIT, IIM, HNLU
and AIIMS are functioning in the state.
Currently, there are seven government-run
and three private medical colleges in the
state. Likewise, 50 engineering colleges and
51 polytechnic colleges are providing quality
education to the young generation.

Dr. Raman Singh,

Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh

Government is making consistent efforts to
improve air, road and rail connectivity of the
remote areas of state. The state is taking
special care of Naxal infested regions and
under the LWE scheme, 19 roads stretching
over 2,021 km have been constructed.
The state public works department is now
working to construct 5,097 km of new roads.
On the railway front, in the past 160 years
only 1,280 km of railway tracks had been
laid, but in the next 10 years, about 1,380 km
of railway tracks will be laid in Chhattisgarh
with the assistance of the Union Ministry
of Railways.
Another sector which has undergone drastic
improvement is the education sector. The
state has started livelihood colleges, potacabins, Prayas residential schools, and
established education city in Dantewada,
where thousands of naxal-affected children
are availing education facilities.

Nutrition has been a core focus area for
its Chief Minister, Dr. Raman Singh who
believes that a healthy populace is the
foundation for sustainable development
of the state. The child mortality rate has
decreased from 63 to 46 out of every 1,000
births. Likewise, the mother mortality rate
has also dipped from 365 to 221 for every
one lakh births, thanks to schemes like ‘102
Mahtari Express’.
The state government has also been
focusing on improving irrigation facilities.
Currently, there are over 4 lakh irrigation
pump connections compared to 72,000 a
decade ago. In last 13 years, 5.6 crore metric
tonnes of paddy has been procured and Rs
53,000 crore paid to the farmers against
procurement.
On the lines of the ‘Make-in-India’ campaign
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the Chhattisgarh government has launched
the ‘Make in Chhattisgarh’ programme to
promote business activities in the state.
What’s more? Under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana, 25 lakh women will be provided free
domestic LPG connection in next two years.
Similarly, under Prime Minister Housing
Scheme, each of the poor family will be
provided housing facility by year 2022, while
under Saur Sujala Yojana, 51 poor families
will be provided solar-irrigation pumps of 5
HP and 3 HP at subsidised rates.
Chhattisgarh has performed tremendously
well towards implementation of welfare
schemes.

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH CORDIALLY INVITES
DELEGATES FOR CHHATTISGARH STATE SESSION
AT WORLD FOOD INDIA 2017

It is a matter of great privilege for us to be associated as a State Partner for World Food India 2017,
organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Govt. of India. Chhattisgarh has immense
potential in Agro & Food Processing sector which adds to the advantage of doing business in
Chhattisgarh. WFI Initiative by MoFPI will deﬁnitely add a lot of value and communicate the natural
elements that Chhattisgarh is endowed with, which is conducive for the industries. State has dedicated
Food Parks with plug and play infrastructure for establishing food processing industries and has
emerged as one of the leading destination for investments in food processing sector.

OFF-SHORE SWITZERLAND

WHERE SERENITY MEETS

CINEMA

Picturesque Switzerland continues to cater to lovers of romance and beauty
by being the numero uno destination for honeymooners, destination weddings
and even family getaways. And Bollywood has had a huge role to play in the
popularity of Switzerland as an evergreen tourist destination. Explore more...
Words : Aarti Kapur Singh
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OFF-SHORE SWITZERLAND

R

avishing landscapes, unending
green pastures and glacierencrusted mountains, Switzerland
has been a vacationer's paradise
for many decades. From heartracing Alpine pursuits in the winter to hiking and
biking trails during summer months, the land of
four languages, offers a once in a lifetime journey
experience. Swiss chocolates, cuckoo clocks and
yodelling are other additional aspects that this
picturesque destination is known for. But the
Indian traveller associates with it best because it
has also played a leading role as the backdrop in
Hindi Cinema for over 50 years. It is truly hard to
imagine that this non-English speaking country
in the heartland of Europe would be synonymous
with Indian cinema's fascination for romantic
songs and dream sequences.
ROMANCING THE DESTINATION
The relationship between India and Switzerland
began in 1964 with Raj Kapoor's Sangam (at the
Grandhotel Giessbach in Brienz, Switzerland),
followed by Shakti Samanta’s An Evening in
Paris in 1967. In his directorial debut Prem Pujari
(1970), legendary actor Dev Anand followed the
trend. He shot for several scenes and the song
Phoolon ke rang se in Switzerland. In 1970, Yash
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Chopra chose Switzerland as his honeymoon
destination. He was so impressed with the beauty
spread all around in this tiny, but one of the
wealthiest nations of Europe, that he extended
his stay in Switzerland to explore locations for
his upcoming films. Following that, this country
became a leitmotif in his films and he introduced
the lush green meadows, snow-capped Alps,
pristine lakes of Switzerland to India. Since
those were the days of militancy in Kashmir
Valley, filmmakers drifted away from Kashmir
to Switzerland. Till date, nearly 100 Hindi movies
and more than 200 Indian movies have been shot
in Switzerland.
SWISS OBSESSION
From Amitabh Bachchan and Rekha in Silsila,
Rishi Kapoor and Sridevi in Chandni to Shah Rukh
Khan and Kajol in Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge
(DDLJ), Yash Chopra-style romance is incomplete
without chiffon saris swirling in Switzerland’s
green meadows, dales and valleys. Such was the
lure of Switzerland for Yash Chopra that his last
movie as a director, Jab Tak Hai Jaan, also had
Switzerland in its original screenplay. The idea
of shooting the film in Switzerland was dropped
because of his sudden demise in 2012. As a tribute
to Chopra, Switzerland Tourism offers visitors a

?

DID YOU KNOW
Switzerland has more
than 1,500 lakes, and
one is never more than
10 miles (16km) from a
lake within the country’s
borders.

Switzerland's Gotthard
tunnel is the longest in
the world – measuring
57km in length, located
2.3km under the Alps, it
is 7km longer than the
Channel tunnel between
England and France.

guided tour of the places where the
director filmed some of his most famous
songs and other sequences. The 'YRF
Enchanted Journey' takes travellers on a
tour of locations used by Yash Raj Films
in some of its hits, which include Dilwale
Dulhania Le Jayenge, Mohabbatein, VeerZaara, Chandni, Darr and Bachna Ae
Haseeno. Chopra was felicitated with
the honorary Swiss Ambassador Award
by the Embassy of Switzerland and
honoured with the title 'Ambassador
of Interlaken', his favourite town in
Switzerland. A train named after Yash

Chopra was also launched in Jungfrau
Railways in Switzerland.
Shah Rukh Khan quips that he knows
Switzerland like the back of his hand and
says, "I can find my way around easily in
Switzerland. We shot the church scene
of DDLJ in Montbovon at the St. Grat
Church. Zara sa jhoom loon main was
shot in the Gstaad Promenade. I can be a
good tourist guide there you know!"
Gstaad also finds favour with another
Bollywood couple - Saif and Kareena who

INVERTED COMMAS

I can find my way around
Switzerland easily. We shot
the church scene of DDLJ
in Montbovon at the St. Grat
Church. Zara sa jhoom loon
main was shot in the Gstaad
Promenade. I can be a good
tourist guide there you
know!
– Shah Rukh Khan | Actor

Shopping aside, Gstaad
exudes old-world charm
and is just breathtakingly
gorgeous. It is straight out
of a fairytale.
– Saif and Kareena | Actor

“Charly’s has these sinful
pastries and accompanied
by a large mug of hot
chocolate, it is the second
best thing to heaven!”
– Ranbir Kapoor | Actor
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The Contra Dam in the Verzasca valley

YASH CHOPRA:
SWITZERLAND'S
BOLLYWOOD
AMBASSADOR
• L
 ake Lauenen (Lauenensee),
near Gstaad/Saanen, is also
called ‘Lake Chopra’ (probably
because its seen in almost all
of Yash Chopra’s films).
• T
 here’s a ‘Bollywood
Restaurant’ in Jungfraujoch
that has dishes inspired
by culinary preferences of
Bollywood stars.
• T
 here’s a tailored-tour called
‘YRF Enchanting Journey’
which covers places from Yash
Raj Films.

make an annual pilgrimage to the Swiss
town. "Shopping aside, Gstaad exudes
old-world charm and is just breathtakingly
gorgeous. It is straight out of a fairytale.
I so wish someone would take me there
to shoot. Because I'd never feel like I am
on a set. It would feel like second home,
especially my wife's favourite chocolate
shop - Early Beck," says Saif Ali Khan, who
visited Gstaad recently with wife Kareena
and son Taimur.
In fact, Early Beck shop featured in Bachna
Ae Haseeno, and is also a favourite with
Kareena's cousin Ranbir, who says, "You
have to try the Gstaad nut cake and Pavés
de Gstaad here!", while adding, "Charly’s
has these sinful pastries and accompanied
by a large mug of hot chocolate, it is the
second best thing to heaven!"
Anil Kapoor who shot for the song
Kasam Se from Hum Aapke Dil Mein
Rehte Hain at the Castle of Chillon and
the Castle of Aigle says, "The location
had all key settings for a quintessential
romantic sequence for the film - the sight
of meadows, the plains, lakes, chalets
- Switzerland is all so beautiful and
otherworldly."
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BEYOND ITS BEAUTY
Bollywood has explored the Swiss Alps
for more than just romance and songs.
Over the years, it has also become
a place of secret hideouts, sinister
facilities, and an ideal location for
high-speed car chases or nail biting
climaxes. As Anil Sharma, director,
Hero: Love Story of A Spy, says, "We
made the Sphinx Observatory a key
character by making it the villain's
hideout and secret lab in the script of
Hero. The Gstaad region is one of the
most scenic film sets in the world. You
point the camera in any direction and
there is a frame!" Dhoom 3's climactic
scene was also filmed at the Contra
dam in the Verzasca valley in the
canton of Ticino (which also served
as the dramatic opening scene of the
Bond movie, Goldeneye).
Generations of filmmakers used the
dramatic peaks and blue lakes as a
perfect foil to the adventures of spies,
detectives, divas, and villains. The world
of Hindi cinema would not be the same
without these magnificent locales. So,
the next time you visit Switzerland
explore these exquisite locations.

LEISURE TRAVEL

THE CITY OF WATERFALLS

RANCHI
Once the summer capital of Bihar, the city acts as a gateway to
Betla (Palamau) National Park, numerous waterfalls and gives
visitors a taste of the rustic charm of this small town
Words : Shillpi A Singh

F

or many years before
Jharkhand was carved out
of Bihar as a separate state,
Ranchi was better known as
a hill station. Located at an
altitude of 2,140 feet above the sea level
on the Chota Nagpur Plateau, Ranchi had
earned the ubiquitous tag on account
of heavy rainfall that it received even in
sweltering summer months. The state
capital has the hills and forests that
add to its natural and anthropological
wealth, and meandering rivulets and
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waterfalls that make it a picturesque
tourist destination.
Ranchi takes immense pride in being the
capital of Jharkhand, a mineral-rich state
that accounts for 40 per cent of the
country’s minerals, well endowed with
forest reserves, and has many industrial
hubs dotting across the state that
contribute to its prosperity.
The emerald green forests around the
city give a glimpse of nature's pristine

beauty, and one cannot help but meander
across them, watching the wildlife
regaling themselves in full splendour.
And if nothing else, one can hop over to
get a sneak peek into its historical past or
visit religious places that are peaceful and
divine. One also gets a taste of tribal life
in the villages around the city.
INTRINSIC PAST
The neighbouring sleepy town of
McCluskieganj, around 60 km from the
state capital, emerged as the homeland

LEISURE TRAVEL

?

DID YOU KNOW
The city is also known as Agra's
cousin, not because there is a
Taj Mahal equivalent hidden in
some nook and corner of the
city, but because of the Ranchi
Institute of Neuro Psychiatry and
Allied Sciences (RINPAS), one
of the oldest centres for mental
healthcare in eastern India.
Dedicated to the Sun God, the
Sun Temple near Bundu in
Ranchi is built in the form of a
huge chariot with 18 bedecked
wheels and seven horses. The
temple has a large pond in
its premise that comes to life
during the Chhath festival.

MUST TRY

for the Anglo-Indian community in the
pre-Independence era and today pays a
glowing tribute to India's colonial past
with umpteen heritage bungalows spread
over the verdant landscape. The setting
up of public sector enterprises made it
the industrial hub. The city had its share
of fame on the big screen too with Deepti
Naval-Raj Kiran starrer Prakash Jha's
college drama Hip Hip Hurray being the
first full-length film to be shot here in the
early 80s.
The city's famous St Xavier's College
had the privilege of sending more than
70 students to the premier engineering
institute, Indian Institute of Technology,
in a single academic year. It occupies an
important place in the literary circuit
being the birthplace of renowned Hindi
litterateur Radhakrishna. But in spite of
these achievements, the geographically
challenged would not hesitate to ask,
where is Ranchi?
The rustic charm of this small town caught
nation's fancy in the mid-2000s after a
son of the soil Mahendra Singh Dhoni hit

the famous helicopter shot to send the
cricket lovers in a tizzy, and catapulted
it on the national and international map
in a jiffy. Here's a rundown of the famous
spots in and around Ranchi that make
it a must-visit place for anyone looking
to explore the unseen, and enjoy the
tranquility that flows along peacefully in
the 'City of Waterfalls'.
WATERSCAPE
Ranchi boasts of more than five such
spots that offer a stunning view of the
rivers cascading down the small hillocks
in full glory. The sound and sight of water
gurgling down offer a perfect escapade
to those weary souls wanting a break
from the humdrum affairs of the city.
Hundru Falls, situated about 45 km from
Ranchi on the Ranchi-Purulia Highway,
has Subarnarekha river falling from a
height of 320 feet along the undulating
landscape. The fury of the raging river
comes to a frothy halt at the base and
makes for a spectacular sight; it doubles
up as a favourite picnic and trekking
destination.

MALPUA

This Indian luscious pancake
is probably prepared in every
household of Jharkhand. Malpua is
the traditional dessert of Jharkhand.
It’s prepared with the combination
of flour, milk, sugar and mashed
bananas, and later deep-fried in desi
ghee. This mouth-watering dessert is
a must-try item.

HOW TO
GET THERE
Vistara flies to
Ranchi from
New Delhi.

The Sun Temple in Ranchi
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Situated about 40 km away from the
Capital, Jonha Falls named after the local
village is also popular as Gautamdhara
as it has a temple dedicated to Lord
Buddha. The local rivers fall from a height
of 141 ft and one has to descend more
than 500 steps to enjoy the picturesque
beauty. The lesser-known Sita Falls in its
close vicinity also makes for a beautiful
sight, especially in the morning. Other
waterfalls to explore around the city are
the Dassam Falls, the Panch Gagh Falls
and the Hirni Falls.

small hillock at Jagannathpur, Dhurwa,
in Ranchi. Build in 1691, the temple’s
architectural style resembles that of
the one in Puri, Odisha. Built by Thakur
Aninath Shahdeo, it is a major draw for
devotees on the occasion of Rath Yatra.

bodies in and around making it a natural
habitat for the wildlife. Major attractions
include
hippopotamus,
pelican,
porcupine, white black buck, leopard,
Indian bison, among many wild animals.

The ancient solah bhuji (sixteen-armed)
Durga temple at Deori, near Tamar, around
60 km from Ranchi, on JamshedpurRanchi Highway, is the only temple in
Jharkhand where Pahans (tribal priests)
and Brahmins worship the presiding deity.

The Sal forest of Kalamati in Khunti
district, around 23 km from Ranchi, nestles
the Birsa Mrig Vihar. Spread over a green
cover of 23 hectares, it provides a natural
habitat for deer, and a wildlife lover can
spot Cheetal and Sambhar on the go,
perched atop its three watchtowers.

DIVINE CALLING
Dedicated to Lord Shiva, Pahari Mandir
atop Ranchi Hill on Ratu Road gives a
breathtaking view of the city. Devotees
throng this place in millions during the
month of Shravan (July). There is also a
17th century 100-feet tall temple dedicated
to Lord Jagannath which is nestled on a

WILDLIFE TRAIL
Bhagawan Birsa Biological Park in
Ormanjhi on the Ranchi-Hazaribagh
National Highway is one of the most
beautiful zoos in the country. The zoo,
spread over an area of 104 hectares, has
undulating topography surrounded by
natural dry deciduous forest with water

River Bhairavi that flows fearlessly along
Muta, 36 km away from the capital
city Ranchi, is a breeding ground for
crocodiles. Muta Crocodile Breeding
Centre gives a rare treat to an animallover to see crocodiles in their natural
habitat. There's also a mini zoo which
houses spotted deer, peacock and a few

Bhagawan Birsa Biological Park in
Ormanjhi on the Ranchi-Hazaribagh
National Highway is one of the most
beautiful zoos in the country
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PLACES TO VISIT

DASSAM FALLS

Dassam Falls in Taimara village near
Ranchi has Kanchi, a tributary of
river Subarnarekha, gurgling down
from a height of 144 ft as if somebody
is pouring water. The sight led to it
being named Da-Song which in local
language means the act of pouring
water, which was later changed
to Dassam. The steep slopes and
rushing water offer a splendid view
and make it a hot spot for revellers.

The State Museum in Hotwar covers the
state's rich cultural, historical and artistic
heritage in great detail

PANCH GAGH FALLS

Panch Gagh Falls, situated around
55 km from Ranchi, gets its name
from water cascading in a row from
five different streams of Banai river
along the rocks. The foot of the
waterfalls has a very calm and serene
atmosphere and is an ideal location
for picnics and weekend getaways.

Above: Tagore
hill top, Ranchi

water birds. Muta also has Jharkhand’s
maiden vulture breeding centre.
HISTORY ENTHUSIASTS
The Ranchi War Cemetery on Old
Hazari Bagh Road is the smallest
'concentration' cemetery in India where
704 Commonwealth servicemen of the
Second World War are commemorated.
One can pay tribute to those unknown
faces who lost their lives in the War and
lay buried here.

HIRNI FALLS

Hirni Falls has Subarnarekha tumbling
down across the mountain ridges like
a wild deer with cracks, crevices and
chasms splitting it into many rivulets,
making it a sight to behold. The dense
forests around add to its charm.
58 | Vistara | November 2017

Tagore Hill or the Morabadi Hill gets its
name from its revered association with
the Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore's
family. His elder brother Jyotirindranath
had built a house atop the hill situated at
an altitude of 200 ft above sea level.

The Tribal Research Institute and
Museum in Morabadi covers the history
of Jharkhand’s 32 main tribal groups in
its full glory through interesting exhibits
including sculptures, terracottas, arms,
miniature statues and paintings.
The State Museum in Hotwar covers
the state's rich cultural, historical
and artistic heritage in great detail.
The main draw of the ethnological
gallery are the models representing
the hunting and agricultural practices,
musical instruments, and weapons of
the day-to-day life of tribes while the
attraction of the sculpture gallery is
the sculptural pieces and architectural
fragments belonging to the early
medieval period.

AXE BRAND
UNIVERSAL OIL

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel

VISTARA SPECIAL

HOW TO
GET THERE
Vistara flies to
Leh from
New Delhi.

NOTES OF
TRANQUILITY

A CLUB VISTARA INITIATIVE
Club Vistara has introduced Platinum Exclusive, an invite
only platform designed exclusively for Platinum Members
that promises an unmatched experience
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I

n an exclusive initiative, Club
Vistara organised a special trip
to Leh for a select few of its Club
Vistara Platinum members. Club
Vistara’s Platinum Exclusive is
a one-of-a-kind initiative in a series of
events conceptualised and designed to
create an unmatched and memorable
experience for its Platinum Members.
The idea behind this handcrafted, by
invitation only trip was to give the select
few members an unprecedented, zen-like
atmosphere which can’t be experienced if
one is visiting Leh as a tourist.

‘Notes of Tranquility’ is the first amongst
the many experiences under ‘Platinum
Exclusive’
designed
and
curated
exclusively for the Platinum Members
who are accomplished achievers and
leaders of various industries. Since,
music was at the core of this experience,
the team at Club Vistara had two
idiosyncratic bands travelling with the
guests - ‘Valentine Shipley with Prabhu’
and ‘Kabir’s café’. The bands presented
an amalgamation of tantalising music
in a placid and remote setting to the
Platinum Members.

The journey began on September 22, 2017
with Vistara flying its youngest aircraft
in its fleet, the A320neo from Delhi for
Leh. This experience was hosted by Sanjiv
Kapoor (Chief Strategy & Commercial
Officer) and Niyant Maru (Chief Financial
Officer) among other team members of
Club Vistara. They not only travelled with
the invitees, but also exchanged ideas and
achieved an extremely personalised bond
with each guest.
STRENGTHENING THE BOND
The selected guests were invited in a
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To begin with, the selected
guests were invited in a unique
style. All of them received a
personalised invite with their
name etched on a harmonica
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unique style, each of them received
a personalised invite with their name
etched on a harmonica. The gesture was
highly appreciated by the guests. It was
Club Vistara’s way of expressing to their
top-tier customers that Club Vistara is
not just a frequent-flyer program, rather
it is a personalised relationship.
AN IDYLLIC EVENING
Think of an evening with the tranquil of

the Himalayas as the backdrop, a bonfire in
the middle and unplugged music keeping you
company. Doesn’t it make you want to drop
everything and head to the mountains? The
selected few invitees, who experienced this
first hand, were enamoured by the overall
ambience on their first night itself. Many
of them had visited Leh before, but never
experienced it like this, which seemed to be
an experience amongst friends rather than a
formal gathering.

VISTARA SPECIAL
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Musicians Valentine
Shipley wowed the
audience with a fusion
of classic English songs
with sufi vocals by Prabhu
adding notes of Hindustani
classical music
Valentine Shipley wowed the audience
with a fusion of classic English songs
with Prabhu adding notes of Hindustani
classical music. The rhythm of Shipley’s
acoustic guitar echoed through the
mountains translating into a mesmerising
experience.
SERENITY AMONGST NATURE
The following day was just as exciting for
the guests which started with a visit to the
Alchi Monastery, built by the Tibetan King,
Yeshe Od of Guge during 10th century.
Later, the guests visited a traditional café
where they enjoyed local specialities such
as, the apricot-walnut tea.
On the same day, a walk was organised
through the quaint and serene Nimmo
Village followed by a special meditation
and relaxation session with a Buddhist
monk in a yogashala which was
overwhelmingly appreciated by the
invitees where one experienced the
tranquility outside and within one’s self.
Lunch was set up in an organic farm
setting at the Nimmo cafe, managed by a
French lady who used organically-farmed
herbs and spices in the mouth-watering
delicacies.
As the guests walked in for lunch, they
were welcomed by Kabir Cafe’s music,
the band known to simplify and explain
the 15th century poet Kabir’s Dohas in
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a contemporary blend using elements
of reggae, rock, folk fusion and at times
blended with a Carnatic flavour. Delighted
with the scintillating music while dinning
in nature’s lap, the guests enjoyed the
surreal surroundings that included an
apple orchard and a picturesque stream
following through the farm. The lunch
concluded with a delectable ‘apple
crumble pie’ and other choicest desserts
made from the fresh produce which grew
in the orchard.
After an eventful day, the guests also had
the pleasure of experiencing, for the first
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time ever, an unplugged jamming session
between the two bands (‘Valentine
Shipley and Prabhu’ and ‘Kabir’s Cafe’) as
they nibbled through the palatable array
of options on the menu of the gala dinner
organised for the invitees.
THE LAST LEG
On the last day of the trip, the invitees
were taken to the ethereal Pangong
Lake. With Kabir’s Cafe playing their
scintillating music in the background,
the mesmerising lake seemed like a
painting etched with a surreal palette
of vivid blues contrasting magically

with the surrounding colourful mineral
swirls of starkly arid and snow-brushed
mountains.
Finally, on the morning of September
25, 2017, the Club Vistara team flew the
invitees back to Delhi. The enigmatic
experience came to an end leaving
innumerable memories for the invitees
to cherish.

For more information and to know how to join Club
Vistara, contact the cabin crew and they will help you
with the process.

TECH KNOW AIRPORTS

HIGH-TECH

AIRPORTS
THE BIG LEAP INTO THE FUTURE

From solar-panelled roofs, baggage carousels to gardens and
robots parking your car and helping you check-in, the high-tech
airports of the world are redefining air travel
Words : Kritika Dhawan
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A

smooth and relaxed travel
experience is all that one
has on mind as he/she
enters the airport. The rise
in digitisation is no longer
confined to upgrading seats or selfboarding. In the wake of rising passengerfriendly service, the experience at airports
is not just about check-in and check-out
or lounge facilities. Think technology and
leisure and you have access to everything
from digital boarding, shopping, indoor

navigation to cinemas and swimming
pools. The ever-changing lifestyle and
demands have given a great push to
the use of technology which has, in
turn, raised architecture, facilities and
passenger experience to a new level.
From Singapore to Germany, let's take a
sneak peek at the four high-tech airports
of the world where, apart from boarding
a plane, you can also relax, shop and keep
yourself entertained.
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CHANGI AIRPORT, SINGAPORE
Changi airport has a lot to offer in terms
of experience and facilities. The aviation
enthusiasts can have a magnificent
viewing experience by spotting a plane at
the Viewing Mall in T1, T2 and T3.
The Terminal 1 allows the visitors to take
a stroll along various gardens such as
Cactus garden, Piazza garden and Water
Lily garden. The Sculpture Tree garden has
three tall tree-like sculptures clad with a
collage of foliage. From taking a nap at
the free-to-use rest areas or trying your
hand at wood block painting to admiring
the dance of 1,216 polished copper
raindrops of 'kinetic rain' and stopping
by 24-hour paid lounges for shower
facilities, nail care, foot reflexology,
massage therapy and a gym, the Changi
airport is sure to leave you mesmerised.
The Entertainment Deck at Terminal
2 offers everything from Xbox 360 to
kinetic stations for gaming enthusiasts.
You can also watch the latest movies for
free at the 24-hour movie theatre.
The eco-friendly Green Terminal or
Terminal 3 boasts of the first butterfly
garden in an airport which is home to
over 1,000 butterflies. The educational
centres and individual enclosures are a
great place to learn about the life cycle
of butterflies. With a view to mesmerise
the visitors with artistic grandeur, the
terminal has many artistic sculptures.
The automated new terminal or Terminal
4 that lets you explore funky colourful
chairs and a 70-meter-long LED screen
that displays Peranakan Love Story, a
theatrical production, unveils a new kind
of travel experience. The passengers can
avail the facial recognition facility and
bypass all the manual identity checks.
The use of high ceiling skylights, a general
lowering of all the furniture and the glass
walls throughout add to the aesthetic
beauty of the place. The major attraction
of the terminal is an installation of six
kinetic sculptures spanning 200 mts at
the centre of the terminal.
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An artist playing the flute at the Traditional Culture Centre at the Incheon International Airport in South Korea

HONOURABLE MENTIONS
Amsterdam Schiphol Airport
The airport has a fully-automated luggage
drop-off. The passengers can relax and
rejuvenate at the spas, lounges, shower
rooms, and a Silence Centre (meditation
centre) without worrying about the
luggage. It is the only airport in the world
with Security Scans that do not require
human operators.

INCHEON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, SOUTH KOREA
Built on reclaimed land between
Yeongjongdo and Yongyudo Islands, the
airport in Seoul provides domestic and
international tourists with opportunities
to appreciate the richness of Korean arts
and culture. Dig in to the history and
culture at the Korean Cultural Museum
exhibiting 5000-year-old artefacts.
You can also try your hands at handicrafts
at the Korean Traditional Culture Centre.
The Airport also gives you a chance
to enjoy cultural performances like
taekwondo, K-Pop, etc., more than five
times a day.

If you are a social media or Internet
surfing buff, enjoy the free Wi-Fi. You
can also avail the complimentary
computer terminals' service. Enjoy a
shower at the airport's free shower
stations with courtesy towels and
toiletries and then relax yourself after
at the rest zones with reclining chairs.
There is no end to the excitement at this
airport with one of the largest duty-free
malls, movie theatre and skating rink. If
you have a layover of a few hours, enjoy
free bus tours varying in theme and
explore the major attractions of Seoul
and Incheon city.

Hyderabad International Airport
Check-in at the Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport is faster with Express Security
Check lane where you don't have to enter
the check-in area. You can also print the
boarding pass at the self-service kiosks
at the departures forecourt area outside
the terminal building. The airport has
ozone safe units across the terminal. It
has converted split air-conditioners to
inverter technology which helps in reducing
greenhouse gases emission.
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The Airport also gives you a chance to enjoy
cultural performances like taekwondo, K-Pop,
etc., more than five times a day

TECH KNOW AIRPORTS

DUSSELDORF INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT, GERMANY
Germany comes to mind when we talk of
technology climbing one level up. The most
interesting thing that the airport offers is
robot valet parking. The valet, nicknamed Ray
will park your car when you reach Dusseldorf
airport. After the traveller confirms on the
touchscreen that no one is in the car, the
robot measures the vehicle, picks it up with
a forklift-like system and takes it to the
back area to park it. Connected with flight
data system, the robot valet knows when
the customer will return, however, the
customer can mark itinerary changes in the
parking app.
The travellers have access to various
amenities like 24 high-tech conference
rooms, restaurants, bars, shops, business,
banking, family and special needs amenities.
The departure and central arrival areas are
made accessible to specially-abled people.
The airport has 8400-panel solar array, a
solar power plant generating almost two
megawatts of energy per year and large
monitors displaying the amount of energy
the panels are generating and the carbon
emission they are preventing.
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The travellers have access to various facilities
like 24 high-tech conference rooms, restaurants,
bars, shops, business, banking, family and
special needs amenities

TECH KNOW AIRPORTS

SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, USA
Innovative technology and sustainable
features describe the San Francisco
International Airport. The airport
has everything from retail and dining
options to best technology and artworks
by local artists. The Boarding Area E
includes high-tech interactive displays
and sustainable design. Passengers
can either relax at the airport or enjoy
the art program. Keeping in mind the
modern traveller, the Boarding Area
E has unique seating options like Fritz
Hansen egg chairs and swivel lounge
chairs, electronic display kiosks and
flight information display units. The
infotainment area known as the Flight
Deck offers multiple platforms for the
passengers to enjoy their layover. The
photovoltaic panels provide an onsite,
renewable energy source.
Gate number lanterns welcome the

travellers with their glow and have
distinctive airline brand colours to
provide clear identification of gate
cueing and baggage claim areas. The
airport also has various unique amenities
such as a hydration station for travellers
to fill the reusable water bottles with
filtered water and green education
signage program.
The interactive wayfinding system at
the airport displays all the necessary
information on the phones of the
travellers. The passengers also have
access to art work stations and power
outlets. The kids can have fun during
the layover at the play area and the
travellers can freshen up at private
dressing areas of the restrooms. The
Boarding Area E offers stunning views
of the airfield and the Bay area through
high window walls.

AVIATION QUIZ
3. QANTAS is an acronym, what does it stand for?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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In Focus

experiencing Finesse
With pristine beaches and wide range of activities, Seashell
Hotel and Resorts at Havelock offers amazing stay options

O

ur time at the SeaShell Hotel
and Resort at Havelock was an
experience to remember. The
picturesque view of the emerald
waters of the Bay of Bengal and
coconut trees-studded beach outside our
room was mesmerising. Our suite, called
the Andaman Bungalow, exemplified a
modern ambience and amenities alongwith
stupendous staff ensuring that we received
individual attention and care. There are
multiple facets on offer at the resort for
one and all. When it comes to fine dining
options, nothing is as revered as the
‘Urban Tadka’, the all-day dining restaurant
which serves a multi-cuisine fare. We also
had the option of leaving our kids with
professionally trained crew at the kids play
zone and head for a candle-night dinner on
the beach, designed as per our personal
taste or indulge in relaxation activities like
their exemplary spa therapy session. If one
is in a mood for solitude and just wants to
have a quiet drink or two while gazing into

the sea, you should check out the quiet bar
‘Fluidz’. It will blow your mind with mouth
smashing mocktails, cocktails, & an array
of seafood options. If you are visiting this
property for your honeymoon or on your
anniversary or just with family, be sure
to surprise your loved one/ones with one
of the many exotic cakes, designed as
per the occasion from the best in-house
bakery you’ll find in all of Havelock. All you
need to do is pre-order it. One must visit
the ‘Bonova’ Cafe for its enthralling live
music that keeps the discerning guests
mesmerised while they relish exotic
delicacies prepared by internationallyacclaimed chefs John and Karan. The
cafe also offers delectable international
standard cuisine to compliment the
experience. Adventure sport enthusiasts
can explore the sea with their in-house
scuba diving centre. We visited SeaShell
for a vacation, but what we got was an
unparalleled experience and memories that
will last a lifetime.

TRAVEL TRAIL

Map not to scale

Uttar Pradesh
(BANARASI)

Gujarat
(BANDHEJ)

Maharashtra
(PAITHANI)

Telangana
(KALAMKARI)

STORY OF THE

SIX
YARDS

Andhra Pradesh
(POCHAMPALLY)

Tamil Nadu
(KANJEEVARAM)

T

he most loved, desired
and treasured garment of
women, from royalties to
commoners, sari requires
no introduction. From
its invention during the Indus Valley
Civilisation to its present form, sari
has evolved beyond the borders of the
Indian subcontinent and conquered the
imaginations of global fashionistas.
The very fabric of this 'global attire',
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There is nothing more quintessentially Indian than a
sari. It is not merely yards of fabric, rather it is a relic
to India’s past, present and future. Discover the social
and regional fabric of sari

however, remains as diverse and
vibrant as the cultural composition
of India.
The word ‘sari’ originates from the
Sanskrit word ‘sattika’ describing
women's attire. From being an
irreplaceable part of Indian history
and playing a significant role in epics
like Mahabharata and Ramayana,
to drawing design inspirations from

Words : Pooja Kulkarni

them, the journey of sari is synonymous
with the tale of India. An epitome of
grace, the sari is an integral part of
the Indian bridal trousseau and signals
the mark of a married woman in many
communities. Not many know that sari
is also Bangladesh's 'National Wear'.
We take you on a sari trail and unfold
the numerous regional facets of this
global Indian attire.

TRAVEL TRAIL

BANARASI
Named after its place of origin, the
Banarasi sari is made from super fine silk.
The sari is extremely rich in texture and is
embellished with intricate gold and silver
brocade or zari work. No wonder that this
sari is counted as one of the must-have
saris in an Indian bride's trousseau.
The holy city of Varanasi had been a
manufacturer of the Banarasi sari much
before the Mughals invaded it, owing to its
thriving weaving industry. In fact, a major
chunk of the population in Varanasi, even
today, is employed in the sari weaving
business in the capacity of weavers, dyers,
finishers or salesmen. But it was during
the rule of Mughals that the Banarasi
sari attained its glamorous status. The
opulent taste and choice of the Mughals
that reflect in their architecture, greatly
influenced the weaving of Banarasi sari.
They asked the weavers to incorporate
intricate designs using gold and silver
threads in the brocade work of the sari
which lends it the exquisite look. Some
designs influenced by the Mughals are
the intertwined kalga (floral) and bel
(leaf) motifs, jhallar (a chain of upright

leaves), jali (a net-like pattern), etc., all of
which are commonly found in the Mughal
architecture.
Crafting a sari is an artwork that requires
a certain skill set. Right from punching
patterns on paper to winding the dyed silk
and zari threads on the loom to creating
the final product can take anywhere
between 15 days to six months depending
on the intricacy of the design.
BANDHEJ
Thousands of tiny knots dotting a length
of fabric that form the most colourful and
pretty designs when opened - that's the
speciality of a Bandhani sari. The product
of an age-old tie and dye process, native
to the Khatri community of Gujarat,
Bandhani sari is an eternal favourite of
women.
The word 'bandhani' originates from the
Sanskrit verbal root 'bandh' which means
to bind or to tie and quite amusingly
the bandhani knot is called 'bheendi' in
Gujarat's local dialect. Bandhani art was
first spotted in the 6th century paintings
of Buddha that adorn the walls of Ajanta

Left: Banarasi
sari adorned
with golden
and silver zari
Below: Handdone tie and
dye textile of
Gujarat

DID YOU KNOW

Ahmedabad in Gujarat is
the mecca of Bandhani
saris. Jamnagar, located in
the Gulf of Kutch, is popular
for producing uniquely
bright red bandhani saris,
the credit of which goes
to the area's water that is
known to lend a sharp tinge
to red and maroon hues.
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The Bandhani saris of
Rajasthan are different in
colour and design. They
have intricate patterns like
leheriya, ekdali, mothra
that require highly
skilled dyers.

TRAVEL TRAIL

caves. The art has a mention in the texts
from the era of Alexander the great and as
per historical evidence, the first Bandhani
sari was worn during Bana Bhatt's
Harshacharitra. During 5th-9th century AD,
countries like China and Japan developed
an affinity towards this Indian art form
and further explored it.
The manner in which the cloth is plucked
with fingernails and tied in knots before
colouring the sari decides the patterns
that are created; chowkidaar, shikari,
khombhi, chandrakala, ambadaal and
bavan baug are some to name. Traditional
colours used in creating a Bandhej design
are bright yellow, red, blue, green, orange,
pink and maroon.
Below: The
traditional
design of
Pochampally

POCHAMPALLY
The Pochampally sari of Telangana is
peculiar in design and origin. The secret
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Bhoodan has been awarded by UNESCO as
a World Heritage Site as one of the iconic
sari weaving clusters of India
behind the one-of-its-kind patterns
of a Pochampally sari lies in its unique
weaving methods. During the process,
the intricate designs and colours of the
sari are transferred onto the warp and
weft threads and they are then woven
together. The result is a beautiful blend
that looks like a geometric ikat-style
pattern which is globally known as
'double ikat' textile. Only natural colours
are used in the making of a Pochampally
sari and the fabric used is cotton, silk and
sico - a mix of silk and cotton.

One of the most ancient ikat weaving
centres in India, Telangana's Chirala
and Jentrpeta regions, located between
Vijayawada and Chennai, is where
weaving of the Pochampally sari took
birth. Today, most of the weaving takes
place in Bhoodan Pochampally village
which has over 5,000 looms and is home
to more than 10,000 families of weavers.
This cottage industry at Bhoodan has
been awarded by UNESCO as a World
Heritage Site as one of the iconic sari
weaving clusters of India.

TRAVEL TRAIL

PAITHANI
Maharashtrian women are said to value
their Paithani sari over everything else and
it is more like a tradition for them, which
is passed from one generation to the next.

DID YOU KNOW
Kalamkari paintings were used
as a form of currency worldover; interestingly, spices, oils,
nuts and special woods were
exchanged in lieu of these
paintings in various pockets of
Southeast Asia.

Below: The
legendary
Kalamkari
design, an art
that can be
traced back to
more than
3000 BC

Paithani weaving came into being during
the Satvahana period and flourished
during the era of the Mughals. The sari
was a favourite among the royal queens
and flourished during the rule of the
Peshwas in the 17th century. The sari
displays a huge influence of Buddhist
paintings in its designs. Ajanta lotus,
parrot, mangoes - the list of attractive
patterns used in the Paithani designs are
simply endless.
A single Paithani sari takes anywhere
between 18-24 months to be woven
depending on the intricacy of the design.
This timeless drape is typically made in

yellow, red, lavender, purple, sky blue,
magenta, peach pink, purple shades.
There are also colour-combinations like
kusumbi (voilet-red), pasila (red-green),
gujri (black-white) and mirani (black-red)
to choose from.
KALAMKARI
The term kalamkari refers to kalam
means pen and kari is craftsmanship. So
kalamkari essentially is 'artwork done
with a pen'. Historians have reported that
the archaeological sites of Mohenjo-daro
contained fabric samples of Kalamkari, an
art that can be traced back to more than
3000 BC. During their rule, the Mughals
heavily promoted Kalamkari in the
Golconda and Coromandel Province and
that's when the world got to know about
this amazing decorative art.
There are two styles of Kalamkari art in

Paithani was a favourite among the royals and flourished
during the rule of Peshwas in the 17th century

When musicians and artists
in the olden days started
illustrating stories as opposed to
narrating them, Kalamkari took
birth. From village to village,
canvas paintings of tales from
Hindu mythology were created,
employing locally grown plants
and minerals.

A Kanjeevaram saree that
has beautiful motifs will have
Zari interwoven with the
silk. In the border and pallu
areas, the zari work is mostly
woven in gold dipped silver
threads. Thus, more the zari,
more expensive the sari will
eventually be.
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Srikalahasti cultivated free style
painting of scenes from Hindu
mythology. Machilipatnam
Kalamkari flourished under
Mughal patronage and used
wooden blocks to create motifs.

Image credit: Chennaiyil
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Kanjeevaram sari is known for its wide contrast border with checks and temple designs

The motifs on
the sari narrate
stories of the
various Pallava
temples of south
India. Peacock,
mango, coconut,
leaf, grapes and
dance poses are
some trademark
motifs seen

India – Machilipatnam, which is specific
to Andra Pradesh and Srikalahasti. While
Machilipatnam displays temples, forts
and palaces of India along with motifs
of animals and birds, the latter depicts
memorable moments from the grand
tales of Ramayana or Mahabharata.
Mustard, indigo, rust, green and black
are the earthy kalamkari colours and
craftsmen extract them from natural
sources like jaggery, pomegranate
peels, etc.
The making of Kalamkari is an art of
labour. It involves a tedious process
that requires an eye for detailing. More
than 15 steps comprising bleaching,
softening, sun drying, preparing natural
dyes, hand painting, air drying, washing
and more are carried out to attain the
desired result.
KANJEEVARAM
Kanjeevaram sari is the first choice of
many when it comes to dressing up for
special occasions as it stands out for
many reasons. To begin with, it has a
royal look due to the fine silk and gold
fabric induced in its weaving. The sari's
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wide contrast border with checks, temple
designs or stripes is individual and eyecatching. If this isn't enough, the bright
and bold designs and colours of the sari
are sure to attract attention.
A creation of the Kanchi (Kanchipuram)
town in Tamil Nadu, the Kanjeevaram
sari emerged during the Chola Dynasty.
Weavers of the sari are believed to be
the descendants of Sage Markanda, the
master weaver of gods who wove tissue
from the lotus fibre.
The motifs on the sari narrate stories of
the various Pallava temples of south India.
Peacock, mango, coconut, leaf, grapes
and dance poses are some trademark
motifs seen. The pallu of the sari usually
showcases paintings and themes from
epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata.
Kanjeevaram can be woven in a period
of about 10-20 days. The body of the sari
and the pallu are woven separately and
then interlocked together tightly. This
joint is then marked with a zig-zag line.
Pure mulberry silk thread used in the
making of the Kanjeevaram sari lends it
strength and durability.

LEISURE WILDLIFE

FLOATING THROUGH THE

SUNDARBANS

The Sundarbans – meaning 'beautiful forest' in the local Bengali dialect
- is one of the largest mangrove forests in the world. Wildlife thrives in
this unique and delicately balanced ecosystem and it is home to one of
the most ferocious wildcat on earth – the Royal Bengal Tiger
Words : Anupam Chanda

L

ess than three hours from
the hustle-bustle of Kolkata,
you enter a world of old.
River-riddled swamps, dense
vegetation, trees that date
back to many decades and fascinating
legends of the beast – the Royal Bengal
Tiger, welcome to the Sundarbans
National Park, a tiger reserve that
promises an unparalleled experience for
wildlife enthusiasts and tourists alike.
Touted as the largest mangrove forest in
the world and surrounded on three sides
by two densely populated countries –
India and Bangladesh, Sundarbans is still
remote and largely uninhabited by people
and most would consider that the best
part. In addition to getting a glimpse
of the feline phantom of the forest,
the marshes of Sundarbans have many
residents for travellers to explore.
As your boat makes its way along the
murky waters, you are welcomed by lowlying crocodiles, monitor lizards, and if
you’re lucky, an Irrawaddy river dolphin or
two. For shutterbugs, a visit to one of the
watchtowers will get them a panoramic
view of this unique habitat.
GETTING THERE
The best way to get to the Sundarbans
is by heading to Godhkali from Kolkata
by road. You could either take a bus or
drive there, which takes about three
hours. Boats with guides are available
for hire at the Godhkali Ghat Ferry Point.
If you plan to stay in a resort there, the
staff can arrange a boat safari for you.
Otherwise, you can get a boat from the
Ghat for `5,000 onwards, depending
on the season (November to January are
peak months). While the wildlife reserve
is open throughout the year, avoid visiting
it during the summer season as it is
extremely warm.
EXPLORING THE WILDERNESS
The wildlife park comprises of 104 islands
covering an area of 3,500 sqkm. Due
to the muddy terrain of the forest and
also because of safety reasons, visitors

are not allowed to walk on land, other
than the few watchtowers where you
can explore the jungle with a guide. The
forest department issues dawn-to-dusk
permits for the forest’s various zones:
Sajnekhali, Sudhanyakhali, Pirkhali, Lebu
Khali, Bonbibi Varani, Panchamukhani,
Netidhopani, Dobanki, Sarakkhali, and
Choragaji.
Most of these islands tend to look similar
but they all have unique characteristics.
For instance, the watch tower at
Sudhanyakhali is most popular for its
mesmerising view of the sunrise and
also the Bonbibi shrine where travellers
are advised to pray for a tiger sighting.
Meanwhile, at the watch tower on
Dobanki, a canopy walk allows visitors a
closer look at the mangrove vegetation
and habitat.
This huge delta is a geomorphological
and hydrological gem. Few areas in
the world undergo the transformation
visited upon this place by the gods who
are endemic to it. Water plays mud into
different shapes, sculpting it into new
islands and reforming the old. These
drowned lands and everything that
live in them have adjusted to tides that
rise twice daily to a height of 6-9 ft.
Cyclonic activity is more intense here
than anywhere else in the world. Tidal
waves rise up to 250-ft-high in the Bay
of Bengal, funnelling their way up the
channels to disintegrate all the villages
made of mud and villages that are
surrounded and protected from rising
waters by mere 20 ft embankments.
Both sides of the Sundarbans
experience 4-8 cyclonic depressions
every year which make it unique with
its human and animal habitats.
THE ANIMAL KINGDOM
There are approximately 300 Royal
Bengal Tigers living in this habitat and
will definitely be the highlight of your
exploration. In 2009, US scientist Adam
Barlow had found that the Sundarbans
tiger is morphologically distinct in terms
of skull and body size from other tigers.

?

DID YOU KNOW
The roar of a Royal Bengal Tiger
travels over a distance of 2
kilometres!
The Sundarbans has been
significant ever since the Mughal
era. It was first surveyed under
Akbar’s reign and has since
been an important place for
sourcing timber, honey, paraffin,
salt and fish. It was under the
governance of the East India
Company since 1756 and was
declared a National
Park in 1984.
Around 14 per cent of its
population of four million
subsists on agriculture. The
others live off the forest and
river and collect honey and fish
for their livelihood.
In the Sundarbans, the Hindus
and Muslims worship the same
gods. The cult of Bonbibi (the
goddess of forests) and Dakshin
Rai, the tiger god, are widely
followed here.
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NOT TO MISS IN
SUNDARBANS

SAJNEKHALI BIRD SANCTUARY
Located on the Sajnekhali island
is a bird sanctuary where you can
find species of the Kingfisher,
White Bellied Sea Eagle, Plovers,
Lap-Wings, Curfews, Whimprel,
Sandpipers and the
occasional Pelican.

SUNDARI FLOWERS

Though the word ‘Sundarbans’
literally means ‘beautiful forest’ in
Bengali language, the place actually
got its name from Sundari trees.
These trees grow in huge numbers
here. Spring is the best time to visit if
you wish to see a Sundari tree
in full bloom.
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Most of these islands tend to look similar but they
all have unique characteristics
A close-up
view of a
salt water
crocodile
in the
Sundarbans

Due to the conditions of their habitat,
over centuries they have become expert
swimmers. Although these tigers are
from the same race as the rest of the
tigers found in the sub-continent, but
they are a lot more ferocious as compared
to others. According to German biologist
Hubert Hendrichs, this is because they
are nurtured in much harsher conditions
and could be due to the saline water
they drink. However, there has been no
concrete scientific study to establish his
theory as fact.

The Royal Bengal Tiger may be the King
of the Sundarbans, but this habitat is
also home to several other species of
HOW TO
beasts and birds. You may also sight
GET THERE
Vistara flies to
leopards, fishing cats and jungle cats,
Kolkata from
deer, rhesus macaques, and wild
Pune, Port Blair
and Delhi.
boars. If you wish to see saltwater

crocodiles in action, the watchtower at
Sajnekhali has the best venue.
STAY
The ideal accommodation in the
Sundarbans is the very boat that you hire
for a safari. Most of them have kitchens,
beds, and bathrooms and offer the
perfect ambience of adventure and thrill.
Listening to the legends of the Bengal
Tiger from your local guide or boatman
while sipping on to hot serving of tea is
the best way to spend an evening in this
densely forested habitat.
However, if the comfort of a concrete
establishment and the privacy of a room
appeals more to you, then there are
resorts on the outskirts of the forest,
such as Bali Island, Pakhiralaya village
and Dayapur, which are also home to the
limited human population in the area.

CURRENT AFFAIRS SPORTS

CRICKET'S GREATEST RIVALRY

THE ASHES
Ashes has been a very precious relic in the
mausoleum of cricketing memories. As
England and Australia prepare to compete for
the 70th time, let us take a closer look at the
sheer legacy of this tournament!
Words : Shibaji Roychoudhury

CURRENT AFFAIRS SPORTS

F

or over a century, the world
of cricket has been witnessing
one of the greatest rivalries
between
England
and
Australia, known as The
Ashes. This thrilling and evocative contest
dates back to August 29, 1882 when
Australia beat England for the first time
and that too on English soil.
In total, the Ashes tournament has been
played 69 times, both Australia and
England are locked on with 32 wins apiece
while the remaining have been drawn.
ORIGIN STORY
The iconic 1882 Test match between
England and Australia wasn't their first,
in fact, it was the ninth Test, but it is the
one that made history. The Australian
team was touring England but played
only a single Test. It was a low-scoring
game on a difficult wicket and didn't

start well for the Aussies. They were all
out for mere 63 runs and were decimated
by some outstanding English bowling.
Edmund (Ted) Peate and Richard Gorton
(Dick) Barlow claimed four and five
wickets respectively, during Australia's
first innings.
Meanwhile, the England team, led by
Albert Neilson Hornby managed a lead
of 38 runs with the total score of 101 in
their first innings. However, the Aussies
came out to bat for the second time
in the match with a rejuvenated spirit.
Especially Hugh Massie who scored 55 of
just 60 balls, something that will make
even Virender Sehwag tip his hat. But even
after that valiant effort, Massie was only
able to guide the Australian total to 122
runs, leaving England with a comfortable
target of 85 runs to win. Even before the
English came out to bat for their second
innings, legendary cricketer, WG Grace

?

DID YOU KNOW
BIGGEST WIN

In August, 1938, England made
a total score of 903 for seven
wickets in their first innings on
an Ashes test match. This is the
highest total ever made by either
of the teams in a single innings
in the Ashes. Australia lost by
579 runs which is to this day the
biggest win in test cricket.

LOWEST TOTAL
In May, 1902, the Australian squad
was all out for only 36 runs in
their first innings, lowest ever
in an Ashes Test match. Despite
the abysmal batting display, the
Aussies managed to draw the
three-day Test match
with England.

England team with the trophy at the award ceremony and Urn presentation for the Investec Ashes cricket match between England and Australia in 2013
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“An Ashes series as an
Australian or English
captain is the biggest
thing that you play for
and the biggest thing of
your captaincy life”
– Rickey Ponting
Former Captain of Australia

Australian cricketers Phillip Hughes, Brad Haddin watch as England's Ian Bell glances one to square leg on day one of the
Investec Ashes 2nd test match, at Lords Cricket Ground on July 18, 2013

THE ASHES URN
The Ashes urn is a small urn made of
terracotta standing at 11 cm, believed
to contain the ashes of a burnt cricket
bail. It was presented to Ivo Bligh, the
captain of the England cricket team, as
a personal gift after a friendly match
hosted at Rupertswood mansion in
Sunbury during the 1882–83 tour in
Australia. After his death, the urn was
presented to the Marylebone Cricket
Club, which has it on display at Lord's
cricket ground in London. The urn has
come to be strongly associated with
'The Ashes', the prize for which England
and Australia are said to compete in the
Test series held once in every two years.
Contrary to popular misperception, the
Ashes urn is not a trophy, but a piece of
cricket history donated to the MCC by
Bligh's widow. It's just a symbol. The
museum also holds the much bigger
urn-shaped Waterford Crystal trophy,
which was commissioned by the MCC as
the official Ashes trophy.

who was part of that English team, said to a
reporter: “This can be easily done”. But Aussie
bowler Fred Spofforth had a different narrative
in mind. He went on to devastate the English
batting, taking his final four wickets for only two
runs to leave England just eight runs short of
victory.
In shock, the English crowd at The Oval fell silent
struggling to believe that England could possibly
have lost to a colony on home soil. The English
media praised the Australians for their plentiful
'pluck' and berated the Englishmen for their lack
thereof. On September 2, celebrated English
journalist Reginald Shirley Brooks wrote a mock
obituary in The Sporting Times:

Consequently, the term 'Ashes' was coined and
the tournament came to be known by it.
NEW LEGENDS AND TACTICS
While the Aussies may have defeated England and
it was considered an iconic victory, it wasn’t until
the 1930s that the contest between the colonial
underdogs and their imperialist overlords took
on its real edge. It was on Australia's 1930 tour
of England that a 22-year-old batsman Don
Bradman pummelled the highly fancied English
bowling attack at the time through a sequence
of record-breaking innings and almost singlehandedly reclaiming the Ashes for Australia.
Thus, it was the birth of a legend who went on
to dominate international cricket for almost two
decades with a unbelievable career average of
99.94 which is untouched to this day. Australia
went on to win most of the Ashes tournaments
during 1930 to 1950.
Unable to fend off the majestic batting of Bradman
and the other Aussie batsmen, the English bowlers
developed a new strategy, the 'fast leg theory'
which later evolved into 'bodyline bowling'.
The English fast bowlers, in order to intimidate
Australia’s batsmen, would bowl directly to their
chests and heads. The idea was that a full toss to
your chest or head at quick pace is hard to play,
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The 1974-75 Ashes is considered one
of the best series ever played
especially since, if you miss, you are likely to
get struck by a hard ball that could cause
serious injury. But they didn't have a lot of
success with this strategy as it was soon
tagged as illegal by the cricketing bodies
across the world regarding it as a clear
violation of the spirit of cricket.
COMPETITIVE DECADES
Throughout the 60s, Australian cricket
flourished and dominated world cricket.
The leadership of strong, flexible, quickthinking athletes such as Richie Benaud
and Ian Chappell helped construct the
reputation of hard and ruthless Australian

cricket that continues even today. The
present day attitude of Australian
team to always be on the offensive was
developed during this decade.
But the inventors of the game can never
be counted out completely. England came
back in the 70s under the shrewd and
competitive captaincy of Ray Illingworth.
The team had stonewall batting of Geoffrey
Boycott, complimented with incisive swing
bowling of John Snow and Bob Willis.
Meanwhile the Aussies were a force to
reckon with as well. Be it the Chappell
brothers (Ian and Greg) or the fiery pace

of Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thomson, 70s was
an even and exciting time in Ashes history.
In fact, the 1974-75 Ashes is considered
one of the stand out series in the history
of this tournament. England bounced
back by consecutively winning three of the
following Ashes tournament (From 1977
to 1981). The two leading English 'knights
in shinning armour' around this time were
Ian Botham, who won the Headingley
Test – and the Ashes series – of 1981
from a seemingly unwinnable position
with possibly the greatest single-match
performance in Ashes history, and David
Gower, gold of hair, plummy of tongue, and
a batsman of immense class and elegance.
The 80s too was a mixed bag of close
games with the English team winning three
and the Aussies winning two of the five
Ashes played during that decade.
AUSTRALIAN FEVER
It began under the captaincy of batting
legend Allan Border, the new phase of
Australian cricket. He first led Australia
to England for the 1989 Ashes and
obliterated the old enemy 4-0 in the
series. As a matter of fact, ace English
batsman at the time, Graham Gooch
famously compared his side’s efforts
against the resurgent Australians to “a
fart competing with thunder”. And just
like that, Australians toyed with England
for the next couple of decades. The
English didn't win the Ashes until 2005.
It was only after Steve Waugh retired
from captaincy and cricket after the 2003
World Cup that the English had some
respite. England won the tournament in
2005 but lost again in 2007. However, they
came back strong and won three Ashes
back-to-back. In the last two outings,
Australia and England each have won
it once. This year, however, according
to experts, England (winners of the last
Ashes) is likely to clinch the tournament
again versus an inexperienced Aussie side,
however, if history has taught us anything,
one can never count out Australia. Let's
hope we get the same fiery tournament
with exciting cricket and mind-blowing
performances that the Ashes is known for.
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PEOPLE PERSONALITY

THE MAN WHO NEEDS
NO INTRODUCTION

SRK

In the year that marks his silver jubilee in the film industry, and despite
his last few films not having done too well at the box office, the man from
nowhere is everywhere: whether it is his autobiography, or him playing a
dwarf in his next film or how he looks back on life
Words : Aarti Kapur Singh

K

han made his acting debut in
1988 when he appeared in the
television series, Fauji, and
in 1989 did another TV soap
called Circus. His Bollywood
debut was in Raj Kanwar's Deewana (1992)
with Rishi Kapoor and Divya Bharti. In
his initial days, SRK became popular
for his portrayal of negative roles - a
vendetta-fuelled murderer in Baazigar
and a stalker in both Darr and Anjaam.
His contemporaries at the time regarded
these roles as professional hara-kiri. For
Khan, they were a foot further into the
world of Bollywood which he was an
outsider to, until then.
Despite changing the way love is
portrayed on screen in India and also
becoming the posterboy of romance,

SRK feels 'Love stories are boring'. In
his 25th year of being an actor, Khan has
played a gangster in Raees, a shrink with
a perspective on life in Dear Zindagi and
a troubled soul with no perspective in Jab
Harry Met Sejal. Shah Rukh can be witty,
funny and philosophical in the course of a
single conversation.
Here are excerpts from a heart-to-heart
with Bollywood's King of Hearts on love,
life and a lot more…
Isn't it a contradiction that the king
of romance in Hindi cinema calls love
stories on celluloid a trap?
SRK: To be honest, romance is my least
favourite genre. Love stories are entirely my
directors' babies - I just inherit their vision. I
may have done classic love stories with Adi,

Yash Ji, Karan, but I have no say in that. But
paradoxically, I am identified with that. To
be honest, I find it odd that directors still
place me in that space. I will be absolutely
honest when I say I don't know how it
comes. I guess it is the trust of these
directors in the fact that I can romance,
that I play along. I don't think I will be able
to ever write or direct a love story.
Is that the reason why one sees you
experimenting so much?
SRK: When people have seen you so often,
they have seen most of you. After 25
years of putting in an average of 16 hours
of work a day, I know that the thing that
keeps me going has nothing to do with
fame or commerce or people’s reactions;
it is purely driven by my own choices as an
actor. I am playing who I feel right now. As
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getting into a historical zone at the
moment. Period films are definitely
a genre where you are into this whole
phase - with costumes, or with horse
riding and so on. But the thing with
Bhansali is that he tends to come like a
week before shooting has to start. Now,
I may need to prep in terms of getting
into that zone or even physically be
prepared - perhaps grow a moustache.
But now I am planning to work with
him again. He has a few subjects which
we haven't got down to zeroing in on.
Hopefully it shall happen soon.

I have grown older, the attitude to love has
changed too, as has my way of playing a
lover. If I was to play Raj today, I don’t think
I’d be able to… but Harry I feel like playing.
I feel more akin to him now. Similarly, my
role Dr Jehangir - considering I keep doling
gyaan and advice to people!
What's challenging about Aanand L
Rai's next film?
SRK: The film has an interesting narrative.
We are discovering new things with every
new shot taken. Even the technicality of
things - considering I am playing a dwarf.
There is a way the film has been thought
of. Thankfully, we can see the results
then and there as at Red Chillies, we have
this technology, even though it is very

AWARD SHELF

1

Shah Rukh Khan won
his first Filmfare award Best Debut for Deewana
(1993) and the following
year won his first Best
Actor award for Baazigar.
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rough but you can see the results. But
the best challenge was to take away all
the mannerisms from the character that
the world thinks are Shah Rukh Khan. So
Aanand had one very straight line - because
he thinks I am a great lover. He said, "Can
we take every bit of 'Shahrukhness' away
and yet make you a romantic hero?" So
nothing was written to that effect. Even
the songs are done differently. So, if I am
playing a vertically challenged person, how
to still be the greatest lover in the world.
That was the challenge.

Bajirao Mastani was first offered to
you. So was Padmavati. Any particular
reason why you did not do those films?
SRK: Personally, I am a little wary of

2

He was awarded the
Padma Shri, India's
fourth highest civilian
award from the
Government of India
in 2005.

3

When will your autobiography see
the light of day?
SRK: I like the way you are telling me
what a lousy writer I am. (laughs) Yes, I
have been writing one for 20 years now.
I write only when I feel like writing. It is
therapeutic for me. I am quite reclusive
actually. Only my family knows that
aspect about me. I can be very lonely
not because I am lonely but because I
just need the aloneness from sounds,
colours and people around me. There is
nothing negative in it but you just want
to go quiet. Earlier, the book was going
to end with Suhana but now I want to
include AbRam in it. The book is just an
amalgamation of selective memories
and funny instances strung together to
create what I hope will be an interesting
book for the readers. It's more like an
'auto-therapeutic biography’. There
are very personal things in it...though
selective memories. Also, there is a
chapter on journalism. One of my
favourite chapters in the book is
which talks about my mother and
father... which I completed in almost
eight pages.

In 2007, he was awarded
the Ordre des Arts et des
Lettres (Order of the Arts
and Literature) by the
French government for his
exceptional career.

4

He became the
first Bollywood
personality to be
honoured with the
prestigious Chubb
Fellowship at Yale.
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INVERTED COMMAS

I am an outsider. I came to Mumbai from Delhi. I had
no idea or guidance on how to ‘do it right.’ So I did it
differently. And I think that helped
“Shah Rukh Khan is a global
movie star. I'm more than
happy to sign a poster for
him, if he'll sign a poster of
My Name is Khan for me!”
– James Cameron | Director

“I can never dance like SRK.
At this age, his energy is
truly admirable.”
– Hugh Jackman | Actor

“If I ever do a Bollywood
debut that has to be with
Shah Rukh Khan. Being his
heroine is my dream!”
– Heather Graham| Actor

When you look back on these 25 years,
what is the sort of advice you can give, to
anybody, after spending 25 years in the
industry?
SRK: I am an outsider. I came to Mumbai
from Delhi. I had no idea or guidance on
how to ‘do it right.’ So I did it differently.
And I think that helped. Whatever kept me
going was people. People inspired me. As an
actor, there is a tremendous responsibility
because you are selling dreams. Audiences
love you for other reasons, besides the
fact that you are an actor. So that love is
something that you should never let down.
As probably the most interviewed
entertainer in India, you give so many
interviews but no two are similar?
SRK: See, firstly I never get tired talking
about cinema! I am obsessed with it. Then
as an actor, it is my duty to talk about my
films. Finally, it is all the tact of interviewers
that ask me to talk. An interview is a
conversation. It is two-ways. So if you ask
me a staid question like 'what is your role
in this film?' I will try and put in extra effort
to not make it boring and that effort will
show. But, if the interviewer makes the
effort to converse, it will be a conversation.
I can be your friend, be frivolous, or cool - all
depending on what you ask. I am an actor
and so treat every interviewer as a subject a personality - and I answer accordingly.
What is your idea of perfect happiness?
SRK: To be a part of a film that is loved
by everyone and my family. It isn't an easy

“Shah Rukh Khan is
sensational, I am a huge
fan. I would love to one day
be in a movie with him”
– Daniel Radcliffe| Actor
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balance to achieve. I want to blow my kids
over with my work."
After 25 years in the industry, are you
nervous before a release?
SRK: My actions are constantly measured
against two heightened parameters of
success — the ability to deliver a solid
performance, and the ability to meet a
certain yardstick for business. It can be
difficult as a creative person to fulfill both
requirements all the time. Even if my films
don’t do as well on a commercial level,
I won’t give up on seeking that element
of surprise because it’s what makes me
different, and being different is what made
people appreciate my work to begin with
all those years ago. I want to keep giving
them that.
When I do a film, from the day of its
inception to its release, it belongs to me
and no one else. I am not taking away the
credit from my actors or the director but it
belongs to me and I have to give my best
to what belongs to me. In spite of that, if
anything goes wrong, I will never think that I
could have done better. To live with a feeling
of having not given it your best shot is worse
and more painful than living with the feeling
that ‘I did my best and it was not enough.’
Of course, you feel sad and you want to
work better. Every time I complete a film,
my thirst for what’s next comes back with
the same gusto. 25 years on, I’m still looking
for the perfect role…but at the same time, I
hope I never find it.

AVIATION QUIZ
4. How much water does the body shed during an average 3-hour flight?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

Promotion

TAROT

MONTHLY FORECAST
aries

leo

sagittarius

Mar 21 - Apr 19

July 23 - Aug 22

Nov 22 - Dec 21

You are likely to excel on the academic front.
Excellent news awaits those looking for a
better job. Try new activities and exercises to
keep fit and healthy.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Red

A job well done on the professional front
may win you appreciation. Those keen on a
dietary change are likely to reap rich benefits
on the health front.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Lavender

Promising opportunities may come to those
wanting to switch jobs. Spiritual pursuits are
likely to attract you and keep you mentally
at peace. Wealth pours in!
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Electric Grey

taurus

virgo

capricorn

Apr 20 - May 20

Aug 23 - Sep 22

Dec 22 - Jan 19

You will manage to be a step ahead of your
competitors. A friend or a relative may drop in
at your place. Some of you may need to tread
carefully on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 1
Lucky Colour: Cream

Keep a positive frame of mind, even in
the face of grave provocation and you will
come out as the winner. Marriage or some
celebration in the family will lift your spirits.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

You will get the time to consolidate your
position on the academic front. Some solid
gains are foreseen on the financial front. For
those in love, romance is likely to prosper.
Lucky Number: 5
Lucky Colour: Forest Green

gemini

libra

aquarius

May 21 - June 20

Sep 23 - Oct 22

Jan 20 - Feb 18

Financially, you will find yourself in a stable
situation. Newlyweds may need to give some
more time to each other for love to reign in
their lives.
Lucky Number: 11
Lucky Colour: White

A new subordinate at work will be a godsend
and take substantial workload off your
shoulders. Enrolling for a financial scheme
will favour you well.
Lucky Number: 3
Lucky Colour: Red

Take the right course of action regarding a
long pending issue on professional front.
Financial situation improves as previous
investments start giving returns.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Cream

cancer

scorpio

pisces

June 21 - July 22

Oct 23 - Nov 21

Feb 19 - Mar 20

A raise or an increment is expected for some.
Forward your request for leave in a timely
fashion, if you want it sanctioned. Planning for
a much anticipated family trip is on the cards.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Violet

On the professional front, you may be chosen
for a prestigious assignment over others and
it may entail overseas travel. Those in love will
feel much closer now, than before.
Lucky Number: 17
Lucky Colour: White

This is a good month to refresh old
contacts on the social front. You may
choose to lead a more active life, just to
enhance your fitness level.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Peach

MANISHA KOUSHIK, TAROT CARD READER
The specific arrangement of planets and stars at the time of your birth makes you unique. Celebrity tarot card reader, numerologist, vaastu and fengshui
expert Manisha Koushik gives an insight into what the month ahead has in store for each Sun sign. For details visit: www.askmanisha.com
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PHOTO FRAMES

BURANO, VENICE, ITALY
This island is just a 40-minute vaporetti
ride from the main Venice attractions
and is known for its brightly coloured
homes. The colours are carefully
regulated—any homeowner who wishes
to paint his or her house must register
with the government that will send back
a list of approved colours.
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MYRIAD HUES OF

COLOURS

Do you want a splash of colour on your next vacation to liven up your
photographs? Look no further than these boldly-hued neighbourhoods
in cities around the world. From rainbow row houses to blue streets,
there’s certainly no lack of pigment in these spots
Photos : Annhfhung
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ROTHENBURG CITY, GERMANY
Seemingly plucked from a fairy tale, the Old Town section of Rothenburg City is filled with half-timbered medieval buildings painted in pastel hues.

GRONINGEN, HOLLAND
An image taken at dawn, these colourful
houses cast a reflection in the water in
Reitdiephaven, Groningen, Holland. The
colourful Dutch buildings make for a
magnificent backdrop to the marina.
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VERNAZZA, CINQUE TERRE, ITALY
Vernazza is one of the three 500-year-old villages
that make up the Cinque Terre, on northwest of
Italy’s rugged Ligurian coast. Colourful houses
surround its small marina. If you too want a
glimpse of this picturesque sight, then head to the
Cylindrical Tower of the famous Doria Castle here
and be prepared to be amazed.
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HAIGHT ASHBURY,
SAN FRANCISCO
Haight-Ashbury draws
a lively, diverse crowd
looking to soak up
the historic hippie
vibes with an array of
colourful buildings
surrounding the
neighbourhood.
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BO-KAAP, CAPE TOWN
The Bo-Kaap neighbourhood of Cape
Town has multi-coloured houses and a
multi-cultural history as it is rooted in
Malaysian, African, Indian and Sri Lankan
culture. The residents decided to paint
the neighbourhood in multiple colours to
signify their respective culture.

JODHPUR, INDIA
Known as the ‘blue city’, Jodhpur’s
blue-coloured houses in the old city
were originally painted blue as it was
considered auspicious and also to keep
them cool during the summer season.
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VISTARA EXPERIENCE

The International Day of Older Persons is observed on October 1 every year, and the Vistara team joined in the celebrations organised by Bangalore
International Airport Ltd. Airport staff went the extra mile to ensure that all elderly travellers received special assistance and guidance at each touchpoint
during their journey.

WINSOME SERVICES, DELIVERED

DIRECTLY

As India shone brightly this festival season, Vistara too lit up the skies with
special discounts for customers on existing routes and new destinations. With
new strategic partnerships and introduction of attractive benefits with Vistara
Direct, we aspire to constantly offer to you the best travel experience whether
on the ground or 35,000 feet above it

I

ndia’s packed festival calendar is
as rich and diverse as its traditions
and culture. A festival that takes
centre stage amid this yearlong
celebration is Diwali - there is
a distinct air of liveliness and fervent
preparation in the lead up to the festival
that continues to linger on till the end
of the year. Celebrating the festival of
lights with the entire nation, Vistara
announced the ‘Festival of Flights’ sale in
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October with fares starting at just `1,149
in Economy Class and `2,099 in Premium
Economy. Any festival is incomplete
without spending quality time with family
and friends, and the sale gave travellers
an opportunity to fly to some of India’s
day destinations such as Goa, Port Blair,
Leh (Ladakh), Jammu as well as metro
cities such as Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai
and Bengaluru, thus connecting Indian
families better over festivities.

Left: The Vistara Direct service allows customers a number of advantages, including lower fees, notifications regarding their travel, exclusive offers such as upgrades at
attractive rates and other ancillary products and services. Right: A team of Vistara volunteers spent an enjoyable afternoon serving meals to, and learning craftwork from
children at a school run by Humana People to People India in Gurugram.

Last month, we had more reasons to
celebrate than one. Vistara paid homage
to JRD Tata by commemorating October
15, the day of his first commercial flight
operation that heralded the birth of civil
aviation in India. Coinciding with this
day, Vistara had also welcomed its first
aircraft with livery on October 15, 2014. To
celebrate the events, we partnered with
Akshaya Patra Foundation, an NGO that
runs the world’s largest mid-day meal
programme to pledge our commitment
through a payroll giving scheme, enabling
Vistara employees to voluntarily donate a
part of their monthly salary to the cause.
Additionally, Vistara teams in various
stations visited local NGOs to spend time
with children and elderly to further spread
the joy of giving across India. Philanthropy
was JRD Tata’s biggest motivation behind
all great things that he created. Taking
inspiration from the ‘Master of the Skies’,
altruism is deep rooted in Vistara’s DNA
and we truly believe that no celebration
is complete in isolation and an occasion
only becomes bigger as the community
becomes a part of it.
The beginning of the last quarter of the year
has proven to be an eventful one as Vistara
entered into another strategic partnership
with Avis India to provide a seamless and
premium car rental experience to Vistara

‘Vistara Direct’ allows customers a number
of advantages, such as lower fees, assured
communications and notifications regarding their
travel along with various exclusive offers
customers. The partnership enables all
Vistara customers to book their airport
transfers, chauffeur-driven cars and
self-drive cars directly through Vistara’s
website, with additional attractive
benefits for members of Club Vistara.
Adding another unique program for its
customers who book directly through
Vistara, we introduced ‘Vistara Direct’.
The service allows customers a number of
advantages, such as lower fees, assured
communications
and
notifications
regarding their travel along with exclusive
offers such as upgrades at attractive rates
and other ancillary products and services.
These services exhibit Vistara’s constant
endeavour to offer customers a seamless

and superior travel experience across all
touchpoints, whether it is on ground or at
35,000 feet above it.
This month holds special relevance
in Vistara’s growth journey with Mr.
Leslie Thng joining us as the new Chief
Executive Officer. Mr Thng joined
Vistara from Budget Aviation Holdings
(BAH, A Singapore Airlines Holding
Company) where he was serving as the
Chief Commercial Officer. In the coming
months, we hope to further expand
our footprint in India and eventually
international under his guidance, and
continue to deliver a world class travel
experience for our customers.

AVIATION QUIZ
5. Name the airport where an aircraft takes off or lands every 37 seconds.
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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AHEAD IN THE

RACE

Young professionals, entrepreneurs, the start-up generation...this is the new
India that is well-read and well-travelled and prefers a premium lifestyle

126 | Vistara | November 2017

I

t is the day and age of young
achievers, be it the young
entrepreneurs, mobile application
creators, SME owners or even
middle-management professionals
who are one step away from making it as
a headliner in the corporate world, every
single one of them has blended into a life
of convenience and comfort.

but can take phone calls and keep track
of one’s fitness and smart wallets that
allows one to transform their entire
wallet into a single card to conduct
any transaction. Their personal and
professional lives are organised through
apps that help them to manage work
cycles, organise meetings, monitor their
expenses and even manage investments.

These new-age executives use fancy
gadgets that are user-friendly such as
smartphones, and consume content on
the go - be it books, music, news, movies
or even professional networking. Even
their watches and wallets have upgraded
to smartwatches which not only tell time

Similarly, their travel habits too have
changed. Comfort and premium
experiences are no longer considered a
privilege, rather it is an expectation for
these high flyers. They are constantly
moving up in their career. These young
achievers have earned a better quality of

Flying Premium Economy entitles customers to various
special features like priority check-in, boarding & baggage
handling, extra baggage allowance, private cabin with
upscale ambiance, extra legroom and more space to work,
delectable gourmet meals and above all their favourite
Starbucks coffee at 35,000 feet!

life and they seek that acknowledgment as
well from all different avenues in their life.
For instance, air travel was in itself
considered a luxury, one reserved for the
privileged. However, in the last decade or
so, these well-travelled young honchos
have constantly raised their expectations
when it comes to travel. Keeping this
ever-changing customer need in mind,
Vistara, brought to you by Tata Group
and Singapore Airlines, is the first airline
in India to have introduced an exclusive
Premium Economy cabin in their aircraft,
a concept that was earlier confined to
international flights only.
Understanding the evolving needs of these
young individuals, the Premium Economy
cabin at Vistara has a lot more leg space
with a larger tray table to ensure that flyers
have enough space to place their laptop on
it and work as young professionals often
do while flying. A lot of them take early
morning flights and often choose to take
a nap during the journey. Here too, the
exclusive PEY Cabin has upgraded seats
with adjustable head-rests that amplify the
comfort level for those wanting to rest.
However, just a comfortable flight is not
enough for these young achievers. They
are working hard and have achieved a
certain status in life and they want it to be
recognized that they are ahead of the rest.
Vistara recognises that and consequently
offers product & service enhancements to
make them feel special. Flying Premium
Economy entitles customers to various
special features like priority check-in,
boarding & baggage handling, extra
baggage allowance, private cabin with
upscale ambiance, extra legroom and
more space to work, delectable gourmet
meals and above all their favourite
Starbucks coffee at 35,000 feet!
The one thing we can say for certain
is that these young achievers are clear
about their expectations and Premium
Economy allows this class of customers
to fly the way they desire with that extra
bit of comfort - making them stand out
and acknowledging the fact that they have
earned their place ahead in the race.
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GET EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS
EVEN AFTER YOUR

FLIGHT

Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your Vistara boarding pass
within seven days of your travel at our partner brands and enjoy exciting offers

RETAIL SHOPPING

5% off on transactions of `10,000 and
above (Max discount: `1000), offer
applicable only at www.croma.com (not
applicable at any offline store)
Use promo code: VISTCROM

Flat 10% off on drinks,
books, and souvenirs
category at Delhi, Mumbai,
Pune and Bengaluru
Airport stores

Flat 10% off on all
products at Skywater
retail stores (Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and
Panchkula)

Flat 15% off on Victorinox and
all other associate brands
available in Gute Reise Stores
in Delhi NCR, Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Chennai

Flat 10% off on
transactions of `3000
and above. Offer
applicable only at Nykaa
retail stores

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

30% off on wellness spa services
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Flat 15% off on all services

Flat `500 off on any body spa or facial service*

DINING

Black & White
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Fly Vistara and
avail any ONE of the
following offers by
presenting Vistara’s
Boarding Pass:
Flat 20% off on food
and soft beverages at
any of the outlets

Meal for 1 - 1 quarter chicken,
1 regular side, 1 bottomless
soft drink or domestic beer
pint @ `395*
Meal for 4 - 1 full chicken, 4
regular sides, 4 bottomless
soft drinks or domestic beer
pints @ `1495*

Economy package for 1:
Beer & burger combo
for `449* only
Free* appetiser on
purchase of an entree
(appetiser to be similar
or lesser value)

Dining Offer: Flat 10% off on
food & soft beverages
at F&B outlets
(Buzz, Swirl & Deli)

Buy one get one beer
Premium package for 2:
2 margaritas or 2 beers
+ 1 starter + 2 main
course + 1 dessert for
`1,999** only
**All inclusive

Exclusive 20% off
on any Spa & Salon
Services
Enjoy free entry, special
discounts and offers on
F&B at Kitty Su from
Sunday – Thursday

Dining Offer: Flat 10% off on food and
soft beverages at F&B outlets (Seven,
Umami
& Octave)
hotel
Reverse
Black at
& the
White

GUWAHATI ASSAM

Reverse Colour

Package for 1: 2 pints of
select beers + 1 select
appetizer @ `449+ taxes
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Package for 2: 1 pitcher
of select beer+ 2 select
appetizers @ `899+ taxes

Standard Colour
GUWAHATI ASSAM

HOSPITALITY

One level upgrade*
on presenting the
boarding pass
Free dessert at any
F&B outlet
along with the main
course*

25% off against food and
beverages at The Peg
15% off at JIVA Spa for all
treatments

20% off on best available
rate by using promo code
‘ZUSP20VIST’ for booking
Lemon Tree Premier,
Lemon Tree Hotels and
Red Fox Hotels

Room upgrade*

Exclusive 10% off on stay along
with complementary plantation
safari, birding & nature tour,
also get access to the golf
course

Booking to be done at
www.lemontreehotels.com
Upto 15% off on stay at any
Ginger Hotel
Stay Period: Nov 1, 2017 to
31,March 2018
Offer Code: GINGERSPL

Room upgrade to the next level *

Offer also includes: 20%
off on F&B (Republic of
Noodles*, free WiFi 24x7
and buffet breakfast)

10% off on usage of the spa facilities
10% off on food & soft beverages
at the restaurants*

20% off on body massages, flat
20% off on suites and villas
and 20% off on beverages at
the bar on all days before 7pm

TRAVEL AND EXPERIENCE

RENT A CAR

`600 off on Myles
(self-drive) MVO500

Flat `500 off on Carzonrent (premium
chauffeur driven service) outstation
booking CVO500

Experience the heritage
of old Delhi like never
before at 20% off

For more information, please visit www.airvistara.com and check the deals and offers section

Get 10% off on Imagica
theme park & water
park tickets

Experience world class
sailing with Aquasail.
Discover sailing @ 50%
off. Sailing/Windsurfing
certified courses
@ 25% off.
Goa | Mandwa | Mumbai

*Terms & conditions apply
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KEY FEATURES
FASTEST EARN

Earn up to 11 CV Points per INR 100 spent

FASTEST REDEMPTIONS

Award flights starting from 2000 CV Points
and Upgrade Awards from 500 CV Points

FASTER ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

Now reach elite tiers faster basis lower of Tier
Points and flights taken in 12 month period

THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT
FLYER PROGRAM IS
HERE!
TAILORED FOR THE TRENDSETTERS AND
THE BOARDROOM HIGH FLIERS, THE ALL
NEW CLUB VISTARA IS THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT FLYER PROGRAM*
With Club Vistara, you earn CV Points based on the value
of tickets purchased, the simplest and fairest way to earn
award points. Here at Club Vistara, when you spend more,
you earn more. Club Vistara not only provides you unique
privileges but also offers you: Fastest Earn, Redemption
and Elite Tier Qualification and enhanced elite tier benefits.
As a Club Vistara member you earn CV Points beyond a
flight ticket through our airline and co-brand partners. Earn
exciting privileges and benefits on every flight as you fly
the new feeling.

HOW TO JOIN

Becoming a Club Vistara (CV) member is simple and quick. Register with CV by:
•

Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com

•

Downloading our Mobile App

•

Fill the inflight enrolment form
available with our crew.

Once enrolled, CV membership ID will be sent to your
registered email ID and your account will be automatically
activated. As a CV member, you will have access to your
personalised account through our website and our mobile
app, to easily keep track of all your transactions with us.

ENJOY PRIORITY STATUS

Check-in, Waitlist Clearance, Baggage
Handling and Airport Standby

INCREASED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE

5- 15 kgs over and above the limit basis elite
tier status

LOUNGE ACCESS

Unrestricted access to Vistara Lounge when
you fly with Vistara

GUARANTEED RESERVATIONS
24-48 hour prior to departure

COMPLIMENTARY UPGRADE AND
LOUNGE ACCESS VOUCHERS
For use by self, friends or family

AIRLINE AND NON-AIRLINE PARTNERS
Earn and Redeem CV Points with our partners

EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES
Unconditional benefits and privileges for all
fare types

ENROLL NOW
AND EARN 500
BONUS
CV POINTS

To receive auto-credit of your CV Points, please remember
to quote your CV ID at the time of booking and check in.
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ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

TIER EVALUATION PROCESS

Tier evaluation is in terms of tier points
or the number of Vistara flights taken, whichever
upgrades or maintains your tier status faster. Refer
the Tier Evaluation criteria below:

Elite Tier Qualification process evaluates your tier status every day by
checking the number of Tier Points earned or number of flights flown in the
past 365 days. As soon as a member achieves the criteria as mentioned in
the table, they will be upgraded to the next elite tier or retain their current
tier status. In case of a tier upgrade or renewal, you elite tier status will
be valid for 12 months. On the day of expiry of your tier, if you are unable
to move up to the next elite tier or maintain your current tier, you will be
moved to the next lower tier for the next 12 months. You continue to enjoy
CV Base privileges as our CV Base tier membership will never expire.

Tier

Tier Points
required for
Upgrade

CV Silver

15000

CV Gold

25000

CV Platinum

35000

Flights required
for Upgrade
20
OR

30
40

CV
Base

PRIVILEGES & BENEFITS

CV
Silver

CV
Gold

CV
Platinum

Earn Points on All Flights

✓

✓

✓

✓

Tier/CV Points

8 CV Points/`100

9 CV Points/`100

10 CV Points/`100

11 CV Points/`100

✓

✓

✓

✓

Up to 48 Hours Prior*

Up to 24 Hours Prior*

Priority Airport Standby
✓

Priority Waitlist clearance
Guaranteed Reservations in
Economy Class
Priority Airport Check-in

Premium Economy
Counter

Business Class Counter

Business Class Counter

Increased Baggage Allowance

+5 Kg

+10 Kg

+15 kg

Priority Boarding

✓

✓

Lounge Access

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Lounge Access Vouchers

1

2

4

Upgrade Voucher

1

3

5

Priority Baggage handling
Exclusive Offers and Promotions

✓

Meet & Greet

✓

No Rescheduling Fee

✓

EARNING CV POINTS

Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with us.
At Club Vistara, our conscious effort is to ensure every flying experience of yours is a memorable
one. Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with
us. Earn CV Points based on the fare value of your ticket (base fare excluding taxes and fees). When
you spend more, you will earn more CV Points. Members can also earn CV Points with our partners.
When you fly with Vistara, simply share your CV ID at the time of booking or check-in and receive
the auto – credit of CV Points in you CV account within 24-48 hours. Your CV Points are valid for 36
months from the date of flight. Use CV Points to redeem Award Flights and Upgrade Awards. Please
refer to the table to know the CV Point accrual for Vistara flights.

Tier

CV Points per INR 100 spent

CV Base

8

CV Silver

9

CV Gold

10

CV Platinum

11

UNDERSTANDING TIER POINTS AND CV POINTS
When you fly with Vistara, you earn CV Points that enable you to redeem Award Flights & Upgrade Awards and Tier Points that help determine your elite tier.
Tier Points are non-redeemable and are valid only for 12 months from the date of the flight. You can use your CV Points as currency to redeem rewards with
Vistara & its Partners. CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of flight.
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PARTNERSHIPS
With our partners, make the most of your CV membership even when you are not
flying with us. We have carefully formed partnerships that offer you more choices to
earn and redeem CV Points
AIRLINE PARTNERS

CO-BRAND PARTNERS

Vistara now allows you to board domestic to fly international.

Earn CV Points with every swipe through Axis
Bank Vistara Credit Cards.

With Vistara, you can enjoy a hassle-free international flying experience. Being the
preferred partner for many major international flights, our relationship with them allows
you to earn and redeem CV Points on their flights.
You can earn and redeem CV Points on the following international flights:

COMPLIMENTARY TIER MATCH
We invite you to enjoy a complimentary 3-month CV Gold membership, if you are a Gold
or above tier member with any other frequent flyer program.
How to apply for Complimentary Tier Match?
• Enrol with Club Vistara
• Share your copy of Gold or above tier membership card/statement with any other
frequent flyer program at contactus@clubvistara.com or visit www.clubvistara.com

REDEMPTION OF CV POINTS
With Award Flight redemptions starting as low as 2,000 CV Points and Upgrade Awards starting at 500 CV Points,
rewards could not be any faster. Club Vistara offers you the fastest journey to redemption of flights & upgrades. You
can instantly redeem Award Flights by logging on to our website www.airvistara.com
VISTARA AWARD FLIGHTS

VISTARA UPGRADE REWARDS

You can redeem CV Points for Vistara Award Flights
by following the below easy steps:

Now redeem CV Points to upgrade your cabin class by calling our
Customer Service Centre at +91 120 6699901/02 or contacting
our Airport Ticketing Office (ATO) for instant upgrades.

•

Log on to www.airvistara.com

•

Enter Club Vistara membership ID

•

Click on ‘Redeem Now’ button

•

Submit details on ‘Redeem Award Flight’

•

Select ‘Flight & Redeem’

To know the CV Points required for Vistara Award Flights and
Vistara Upgrade Awards, please visit our website at www.
airvistara.com
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Our Fleet
Our airline today has one of the youngest fleets in the country with cutting edge technology
to ensure highest standards of operational efficiency and comfort for passengers. With
thirteen A320 CEO aircraft and the addition of three A320 NEO aircraft (with 50% reduced
carbon emissions) in 2017, we are set to scale new heights.

A320
neo

A320
ceo

Vistara Fleet

Neo

Ceo

Total

3

13

Length

37.57 m

37.57 m

Wingspan

34.10 m

34.10 m

Height

12.10 m

12.10 m

Cruising Speed

833 km/h

829 km/h

Takeoff weight

73500 kg

73500 kg

Range

6,500 km

6000 km

Business/Premium Economy/Economy

8+24+126=158

8+24+126=158

Engine

CFM LEAP1A

IAE V2500-A5
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BRAND / DISTRIBUTION ENQUIRIES: ayush@torerocorp.com I info@torerocorp.com I +91 9830955705

Interline Partners
Vistara, India’s finest domestic airline, is simply the best way to travel within India and has been chosen as
the preferred air travel partner for 18 best-in-class international airlines for domestic & onward transfers.

Privileges
• Complimentary cabin class
upgrade*
• International baggage allowance*
• Through check-in*
• Seamless same terminal transfers
at Delhi T3 & Mumbai T2
• Accrual & redemption of frequent
flyer points*
• Complimentary gourmet meals
• 3-class cabin including Business
Class and India’s only Premium
Economy
*T&Cs apply
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