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Revisiting the Golden Days

Image credit: Tata Central Archives

The Father of Indian Aviation, Mr JRD Tata,
started Tata Air Lines and gave India its
first scheduled airline in 1932. In years that
followed, his passion for making air travel a
memorable experience only grew stronger and
tales of his drive for perfection are told to this
day. The flying experience of that era is today
known as the ‘golden age of aviation’, when
service delivery was unparalleled, air travellers
enjoyed flying to an extent that it felt more like
an occasion (one that people actually dressed
for, too). In the present day context, Vistara
brings back the sense of wonderment, much
of what the golden age of flying stood for, by
keeping a sharp focus on service excellence. For
Vistara, earning titles such as the most-loved,
the best, the most customer-friendly, have all
been possible by going back to our roots that lie
in our parentage of Tata and Singapore Airlines
and making sure our product and services are
gold standard in all aspects.
Carrying forward this legacy and to remind
people in India of the golden age, we
unveiled our 22nd aircraft in an extraordinary
retro-themed livery last year and called it
the #VistaraRetrojet. In this issue of Vistara
magazine, we celebrate India’s first retrojet
turning one and throwback to the retro era.
We transport you to the fabulous yesteryear.
We walk down memory lane in that Flapper
Dress, one that epitomised elements of 1920s,
dance to the tunes blaring from the Boombox
of 1960s and strut the bouffant hairstyle
immortalised in Hollywood and European
films over the decades, on pages 58-66.
The aviation industry has grown by leaps
and bounds in past decades and numerous
milestones achieved by pioneering individuals
have made it all possible; milestones that have
been turning points in the industry. Our Story
Frames feature on pages 78-85 is an ode to
some of those individuals who tested their
limits, forayed into uncharted territories and
created history in aviation.

world’s most exciting cities that’s also the
latest one to be added to Vistara’s growing
network – Bangkok – with our special
feature on pages 36-44. Chic, creative and
cosmopolitan, Thailand’s capital city continues
to charm millions of travellers all over the
world. Our Offshore feature is a sneak peek
into this pulsating city and how it continues
to maintain a balance between tradition and
modernity. For years, Dubai has been the
mecca of shopping and little has been known
about the artistic side of this beautiful city.
Discover the aesthetic and creative side of
yet another Vistara destination, Dubai, in our
Travel Trails feature on pages 46-50.
As we continue to grow, we’re steadfast in our
promise of continuing to set new standards
in air travel and making your journey more
comfortable and enjoyable. It has been a
joyous ride so far, and we are certain you will
enjoy the journey ahead just as well.

In this issue, we also take you to one of the
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The social buzz
The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in social media and
our followers can’t stop talking about Vistara

Winners of the Vistara Quiz (August 2019 issue)
Answer 1:
North American X-15
Abhishek Ranjan
Vijay Kumar Agarwal

Answer 2:
Lake Baikal
Anita Rathod
Aqueel Ahmad
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Answer 3:
The Rolling Stones No 2
Zubin F. Masani
Tapan Upasak Mandal

vistara experience
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perspective
in passing

potpourri
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

This Month,
That Year
It was in September 1935
that maverick aviator and
millionaire film producer,
Howard Hughes, broke into
aviation history by shattering
the world land airspeed
record in his plane—Hughes
H-1 Racer. Designed by
Howard Hughes and Robert
Palmer and built by Glenn
Odekirk, this plane was flown
by Hughes himself. Aviation
experts have marvelled at the
airplane’s sleek, sophisticated
and perfectly streamlined
proportions and it has also acted as inspiration for
many models that came after it.

Revisiting the Titanic
Fourteen years after the last manned survey of the RMS Titanic, a team
of divers have undertaken a reconnaissance mission to check the famed
sunken wreck. They carried with them special 3D cameras and the
startling visuals reveal that the vast marine ecosystem around the ocean
liner seems to be reclaiming the ship. The mass of metal, underwater
since 1912, is gradually corroding and melting into the water. These new
photographs and videos along with the latest hi-tech imagery technology,
will be used to recreate accurate models of the ship. These will then be
displayed in museums or screened in documentaries, continuing to fuel
our fascination with the ship after more than 100 years of the tragedy.

vistara QUIZ
Question 1: Which is the fastest fighter jet in the world?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.
Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.
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World’s only Bobblehead Hall of Fame
and Museum
Housing the world’s
largest collection of
bobbleheads, The
National Bobblehead
Hall of Fame and
Museum exhibits
interesting facets
related to history
and making of bobbleheads. It started when Milwaukee
residents Phil Sklar and Brad Novak started collecting
sports-related bobbleheads. Today, their collection
includes local Milwaukee games bobbleheads such as
Brewers, Bucks, Admirals, Wave and a series of cereal
mascot bobbleheads, advertising bobbleheads, political
bobbbleheads, and limited edition Game of Thrones
MLB bobbleheads.

perspective
in passing

m o v i e o f t h e m o nt h

Section 375
Director: Ajay Bahl
Cast: Akshaye Khanna, Richa Chadha,
Meera Chopra & Rahul Bhat

Release Date: September 13, 2019

This thriller drama tells the story of a
celebrated Bollywood director Rohan
Khurana who stands accused by a
member of his female crew, Anjali
Dangle. Will justice be served?

IT: Chapter Two

Dream Girl

Ad Astra

Director: Andy Muschietti

Director: Raaj Shaandilyaa

Director: James Gray

Cast: Bill Skarsgård, Finn
Wolfhard, Jessica Chastain

Cast: Ayushmann Khurrana, Nushrat

Cast: Brad Pitt, Liv Tyler, Ruth

Release Date: September 6, 2019

Release Date: September 13, 2019

Release Date: September 20, 2019

Bharucha, Abhishek Banerjee

Vistara |
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Negga, Tommy Lee Jones

*Release dates are subject to change

bollywood / hollywood
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on my kindle

Author and corporate advisor R Gopalakrishnan draws reference
from his fifty year corporate experience in his book, Doodles on
Leadership, released by Rupa Publications, that offers insights
into what makes a good corporate leader.

upcoming

releases

and pride for any person who works for an
institution.

What inspired you to write this book?
The book is a reflection of my fifty years’
corporate career. It traces a leader’s journey
through the changing perspectives that
come with each stage. It demonstrates
how a leader’s mind engages progressively
with broader matters, rather than staying
confined to only those of his company
and its operations. The book defines that
widening engagement with society at large
is most satisfying for business leaders, and
emphasises the role that business leaders
can play in matters concerning nation and
society. It demonstrates the practical way
business leaders can contribute to the world,
each based on his or her domain of expertise.
How has working with big companies
shaped your personality?
Both Tata and Unilever are highly ethical
organisations. Both have been in business
for over a century and both can be termed
as ‘institutions’ rather than mere companies.
Working with them not only widens the
vision but also strengthens the capacity of its
employees. There is a greater engagement

Can you give our readers some leadership
insights?
Leadership has two aspects: first, functional
and domain expertise and second, relational
expertise. MBA schools prepare young
people with functional expertise while
employers and companies try to induct
them with domain expertise. The key pivot
for success, however, is relational expertise,
which the manager has to learn by activating
empathy neurons in the brain.
What are some of the takeaways that
readers can expect from this book?
1. Good business can be conducted by good
people with good results and for national
good. 2. Business and entrepreneurship can
do what governments and infrastructures
cannot do. 3. Societies and nations need
the engines of powerful businesses and
enterprises to create jobs, growth and hope
for aspirants.
In your book, you mention the metaphor
‘balconies of leadership’. What is that?
‘Balconies of leadership’ is a coinage
derived from the metaphor of climbing a
tall monument like the Qutb Minar. As you
climb, the stairway gets narrower and the
climb becomes more stressful. When you
reach a balcony, however, the view of what
is below is breathtakingly different from
the previous balcony view at a lower level.
By illustrating this concept, I have tried to
show in the book why a management career
can be hugely satisfying for the young
generation.

Vistara |
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Published by:
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Early Spring: A Dance Drama
When: September 11 - 12, 2019
Where: Dubai, UAE
It is a contemporary dance drama that will be
performed by Shanghai Opera House Dance
ensemble at Dubai Opera. It is an adapted version
from the novel February by Rou Shi.

u p c o m i ng e v e nt s

Moments and Transformations:
Art Exhibition

Rub Bua Festival: Cultural
Event

When: September 22 -

When: October 12, 2019

When: August 29 November 23, 2019

Where: Bangkok, Thailand

Where: Florida, USA

Ziro Festival of Music

Puducherry International
Film Festival

Where: Art Alive Gallery, New Delhi

Master Strokes 2019
Modern India Art Exhibition
When: August 24 - October 31, 2019
Where: Chawla Art Gallery, New Delhi

When: September 26 - 29, 2019
Where: Ziro, Arunachal
Pradesh

Vistara |
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When: September 26 - 30, 2019
Where: Puducherry, Tamil Nadu

*Events/Happenings dates are subject to change

October 5, 2019

Epcot Food & Wine Festival

perspective
in passing

The increased curve of human population has become an eye-brow raising concern globally.
The current world population is 7.7 billion as of August 2019 according to the most recent
United Nations estimates. During the 20th century alone, the world population has grown from
1.65 bn to 6 bn. Population in the world is currently (2019-2020) growing at a rate of around
1.08% per year. More initiatives on a global level are needed to arrest this population explosion.

Source: www.dailyinfographic.com

w o r l d p o p u l at i o n

travel
bleisure

Time travel
in Loutolim

Miles of emerald paddy fields, men on bicycles selling ‘poie’
(Goan bread) and the blue waters of the Zuari river that
snakes through the village, welcome visitors to the ancestral
village of Mario Miranda, world renowned cartoonist, who
was born and raised in Loutolim in Goa.

Map not to scale

words // Pranjali Pethe

Loutolim

Goa

Vistara |
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T

he seafaring Portuguese,
who arrived in Goa in 1510
aimed to control the spice
route from the East. Their
control was initially limited to a
few provinces in Old Goa but soon
expanded to Bardez and Salcete,
which the quaint village of Loutolim
forms a part of. The Portuguese
influence continued in this region till
the 18th century when the Marathas
vanquished them, after which there
was a brief occupation by the British.
Drawing from the ethos of each of
these divergent cultures and brewing
it into something distinctively Goan,
the sleepy village of Loutolim grew
into a magical paradise where all

those seeking susegad, will feel
right at home.

Tranquil Village Life
An hour away from Cavelossim
in Goa, the village is known for its
bucolic setting—white-washed
churches, houses painted in happy
colours of blue, green and yellow,
men working in paddy fields,
plump matronly women selling
fish and balconies overflowing with
pink and white bougainvilleas.
History whispers from every
corner of this village in Old Goa,
from the sprawling century old
mansions belonging to established
Portuguese families to the Saviour

of the World Church built in 1586
by the Portuguese. One of these
mansions, Casa Araujo Alvares, is
now open to public. Another one,
the Figueiredo House in Loutolim,
was built in 1590 and has a museum
where all the furniture, tapestry and
original Portuguese architectural
elements can be seen. The Saviour
of the World church stands at the
intersection of six to seven small
streets and with its north-facing
facade and ornamental interiors, it is
a central landmark in the village.

Cultural soul of goa
The Ancestral Goa museum, run by
Maendra Jocelino Araujo Alvares,

The Figueiredo House in Loutolim has a museum where original
Portuguese architectural elements can be seen.
Vistara |
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Insider's view

Rishabh Soni,

Security

“Goa is one destination
that can be explored even
without any planning. All
one needs to do is hire
a bike or car and let the
winding roads reveal the
hidden gems. Most people
associate Goa with its
alluring nightlife, but there
are very few who’d venture
early in the morning to
grab a hearty breakfast or
brunch. Give a head start
to the day by treating
yourself to a sumptuous
breakfast - curd poha, milk
poha, batat fov (kande
pohe)/avalakki bhaat, poha
in coconut milk, poha in
jaggery, etc. at any of the
local shops in the city.”

How to
Get There
Vistara has daily
non-stop flights
to Goa from Delhi
and Mumbai, along
with convenient
connections to other
cities.

is popularly known as Big Foot.
Painted in blue and outlined in red
and yellow, the entrance stands
in stark contrast to the nut-brown
landscape. A few metres from
the entrance is the statue of a
Portuguese soldier brandishing
a spear, highlighting how the
Portuguese played an important
role in shaping Goa’s culture. The
museum begins with the statue of
Lord Parshuram, an avatar of Lord
Vishnu, who is said to have shot an
arrow from Sahyadri mountains
into the Arabian sea and thus
created Goa.
The museum attempts to depict
the ancient life of Goa the way
it was centuries ago. The earlier
occupations were mostly farming
and fishing as depicted through
the model village. Glimpses of
rural Goan culture here include
— a fisherman dressed in a coat
made of palm leaves called ‘kondo’
to protect from the sun and
rain, and kashti, a short piece of

Vistara |
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cloth wrapped around the waist;
a women dressed in a bright
yellow sari and cobalt blue blouse
washing clothes while the children
gambol in the village well, wearing
skirts made of leaves as they
celebrate Sao Jao, the feast of Saint
John; an old woman bent with
age dressed in a green Nav-vari,
traditional Maharashtrian saree,
tucked around the waist with her
hair tied in a bun standing near
the Feni stall. Her attire perfectly
reflects the fusion of Portuguese
and Konkani culture.
This model village also has a
miniature house that showcases
a music school known as Escola
da Musica where women perform
folk dance while men play the
Ghumot (drums). It is easy to see
how music proliferated in Goa
since those days. Towards the
end, the sculpture of Sant Mirabai
measuring 14 metres by 5 metres
carved in laterite stone by artist
and sculptor Maendra Alvares

travel
bleisure

The sculpture of
Sant Mirabai at the
Big Foot museum
has found its way in
the Limca Book of
Records.
adorns a huge space. It was built
in 30 days and has found its way
in the Limca Book of Records.
The sculpture with kumkum
(vermilion) on the forehead,
armlet, pattli (bangles) on her
wrists and the paisona (anklets)
show influences of the Gandhara
School that developed in first
century AD during the reign of
Kushana emperor Kanishka.

Pressing the Rewind
Button
The pistachio green and white
facade with a sloping tiled roof
gives no inkling of the treasures
that lie within. This 250-year-old
Casa Alvares Mansion has been
lovingly restored by the Alvares
family. Its wooden filigreed
windows framed by delicate lace
curtains, reveal expensive vases
and a Victorian mirror. In every
corner, the house is peppered with
antiques, paintings and period
furniture. One can see colourful
shell windows and heavy carved
wooden furniture. The dining room
is decked in expensive upholstery
while the dining table is sturdy,
made of teak, and can easily seat
thirty people. The mansion has
been part of many Bollywood
movies like Singham.
To come to Goa and not explore
the hidden treasures of Loutolim
would be to miss out on the state's
fascinating history.
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For trade inquiries in India (north & east) - Vaibhav Overseas | vaibhavgadodia@hotmail.com | +91 9873076343
Agents in India- Kapoor Enterprises,Mumbai| vckapoor@kapoorenterprisesindia.com
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explore the city
The bustling cultural hub has many facets for travellers to explore

Looking for an
isolated Goan beach
with peace and
quiet? Head to the
exquisite South
Goan gem Palolem,
known for its serene
blue sapphire
waters and pristine
white sand. Find
your own groove
at the Silent Noise
beachside disco
here which beams
different music
channels.
Goa is the mecca of seafood. There are many
beach-side resorts, where pulsating live music
usually wafts through the air, selling delectable
fresh catch of the day. Drool worthy dishes to
try: The legendary xacuti - a Portuguese meat
dish rich in flavour, the Goan fish curry cooked in
tangy raw mango, vindaloo dish cooked in vinegar,
sumptuous vegetarian sorak curry and Bebinca:
the fluffy egg & sugar multi layered dessert.

Visit

Head to Old Goa and experience the laid
back charms of Portuguese life. Start with the
centrepiece of Goan Baroque architecture,
Basilica of Bom Jesus, which holds the remains
of St Francis Xavier. Hire a cycle and explore the
ancient churches, museums, quaint shops selling
artistic souvenirs and hidden cafes in this area.
Those who want a Goan experience different
from the usual beach and party scene, should
visit the wild and lush mangrove forests of the
Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary, on the sleepy island of
Chorao, upstream from Panjim.

eat

shop
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For those craving a
more international
range of cuisine,
there is La Plage
at Ashwem which
specialises in French
food, Sakana near
Fort Chapora for
Japanese and
Bomra's in Candolim
for Burmese.

When in Goa, stock up on your beach
souvenirs. From flea markets that sell flowing
dresses, bohemian outfits, hats and beach
accessories to shops in Panaji where you can
buy Portuguese interior art and give your home
decor a facelift, Goa has all the answers.
Visit the Spice Gardens and Plantations in the
Ponda area of Goa. In the shops here, you can
buy a large variety of freshly grown spices and
also learn about their many uses and health
benefits.
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Bangkok
Chic. Creative. Cosmopolitan.
The parallel personality of the spanky Thai capital where newfangled meets classic and old meets edgy, is best represented
in Bangkok’s blossoming ‘burbs’—Ari and Thonglor.

A

words // Punita Malhotra

skyline is taking
shape. From sleazy
to safe. Musty to
modern. Constricted
to cosmopolitan.
And garish to glamorous. With
stylish hotels, upmarket malls,
glitzy clubs and world cuisine coexisting in happy harmony with
grand temples, fascinating palaces,

Vistara |

traditional markets and iconic
street-food culture. Emerging
into the international spotlight
as a preferred launchpad for
inventive and enterprising minds.
Saying hello to creative local
produce and whimsical artefacts.
Presenting the hipster cool and
trendy neighbourhoods of Ari
and Thonglor.
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offshore
thailand

Ari redefines avant-garde
Visitors looking to escape the
relentless traffic-laden roads and
dazzling din of central Bangkok will
find their slice of paradise in Ari
(Aree). This laid-back residential
neighbourhood, just a few train
stations from Sukhumvit, lies
nestled in a rare brand of charm.
Loved by the young and old alike
for its cosy, urban community
living, Ari is home to affluent Thais,
government workers, expats and
lots of families, some of them
multi-generational residents.
Strolling through its mellow
mix of retro 70s-era houses,
neoclassical-styled homes and
low-rise condos with hydrangealaden lush gardens, one is tempted
to weigh the pros and cons of
relocation. The tall-tree-and-vastfields landscape of the past, now
replaced by a one-odd New Yorkstyled loft or a coconut-tree fringed
beach bungalow, still has an
inviting ‘smell-of-home’. For young
urbanites and travellers yearning
for a true taste of Bangkok life, this
hip paradise is the place to be.
From the languid Siam spirit of
its back alleys to the cheerful
buzz of the main drag, Ari offers
a whole range of gastronomic
experiences for those willing to
dive in. Authenticity spills over
from the thriving line of street
hawkers along Soi Ari. From Som
Tam (green papaya salad), veggie
dumplings and grilled bananas
to Thai Hot Pot and fresh seafood
to Khanom Beuang (mini-tacoshaped fried sweets) and Roti
SaiMai (coloured sugar threads
with unleavened bread), this is
foodie heaven. 24x7.
Endless options for sit-downs lurk
in every corner. Thai spicy curries

offshore
thailand

One of the many popular rooftop bars at Thonglor, Bangkok’s cosmopolitan cultural hub

and coconut milk soups in grassy
backyards, creamy crab pancakes
in garage-bars, classic pizzas in coworking spaces or seafood platters
off food trucks. Quirky roasteries or
European-inspired cafes for easy
conversations over pure Italian
cocoa. Gin-based drinks inspired
by Chinese tea or Japanese matcha
green tea to the tune of soft jazz.
And imported speciality liqueurs
and signature cocktails by expert
mixologists with live cover bands.
There’s enough to occupy the
freewheeler, from long shady

walks to lively fitness bouts and
rejuvenating wellness sessions.
Those on the lookout for retail
therapy will find joy in browsing
through the many tempting
speciality stores. And the artsy
at heart will lose track of time
at contemporary art galleries,
admiring high-resolution
photography that celebrate
Bangkok’s urban lifestyle as
well as historic Thai murals
that preserve the country’s rich
heritage. Dipping into the pages
of Ari’s urban renewal success
story can be rewarding…some

The artsy at heart will lose track of time at
contemporary art galleries that celebrate
Bangkok’s urban lifestyle and rich heritage.

essentials

rubbed-off entrepreneurial passion
and radical thinking perhaps?
If not, at least the opportunity
to recount the tale of sharing
a food counter with a fashion
model, bumping into a famous
photographer, exchanging notes
with a trailblazing artist or tetea-tete with a ‘just-made-it-big’
restaurateur.

Thonglor is trending
Grim Japanese military base, to
unimaginative car dealership
neighbourhood to playground for
experimental establishments—
the dramatic metamorphosis of
Thonglor (Thong Lo) makes an
intriguing case study in itself. And
that is just one of the reasons to
pin it to one’s alternative agenda in
Bangkok. Leftovers of the time-

Country

Language

Currency

Temperature

Thailand

Thai

Thai Baht

29°C (max), 25°C (min)
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Insider's view

Nirmala Nair,
IT (Operations)

“Even today, this vibrant
capital city continues to
outclass any other major
city in the world with its
aura of excitement and
chaos. An all encompassing
city, there is a lot more than
just the ornate shrines,
grand palaces and temples
that define it. A detour
from the busy street-life
will take you on a sensory
retreat to Bangkok’s
colourful and busy flower
market. While this may
seem like a typical tourist
attraction, the vibrant and
aromatic flower market
continues to appeal to
every traveller.”

Ari offers a range of exotic street food
experiences from Som Tam (green papaya
salad), veggie dumplings and grilled bananas,
Thai Hot Pot, fresh seafood, Khanom Beuang
(fried sweets) to Roti SaiMai (sweet bread).
worn 30s survive in inexpensive
ramen bars and traditional onsen
bathhouses, pitching Thonglor as a
place to soak up Japanese culture.
Aptly nicknamed ‘Nihonmura’
(Japantown), yet one of the most
cosmopolitan areas in the city,
it still has a dense population
of Japanese expats, apart from
European families and upwardly
mobile young Thais. But unlike
Ari, Thonglor flaunts a more fullblooded and flamboyant persona.
The main artery, Sukhumvit Soi
55 is a baffling assemblage of sois
side streets painted in colours
of exuberance and abandon.
Distractions are aplenty in the
shape of snazzy restaurants, uber-
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cool bars and even old-fashioned
taverns, carved out of Bangkok’s
most expensive real estate. Ultramodern cooking techniques marry
culinary genius…translating into
utopia for the gastrophile. One
can find the best of cuisine within
these few square miles from
sushi to mole and green tomatillo
enchilada, paella with truffle
cheese and monkfish cheek and
New York-style cheesecake.
From food to other finer things
in life. The craft-inclined can find
workshops on leather-making,
silk-weaving, terrarium making or
organic scrubs. Aspiring artists can
let cocktails and creative juices flow
at the Paint Bar. Or hang out with

offshore
thailand

A khlong (wooden boat) cruises leisurely through the Saem Canal in Bangkok

Vistara has daily
non-stop flights
between Bangkok
and Delhi.

like-minded strangers at Thonglor
Art Space, a venue for a variety
of performing arts, including
plays and art exhibitions. Movielovers can indulge in screenings
of indie and art films in a luxe,
wood-panelled cinema. Music
fans can spend hours at a popular
vinyl music store to discover new
bands and re-visit old favourites.
Remote workers can fulfill their
wildest dreams inside four floors
of the largest co-working space in
Asia, complete with rooftop bar,

cafe lounge, outdoor terrace and
a spa. Shopaholics can head to
Siam Square for a field day in and
out of stores, cafes and salons or
dig through vintage treasures in
the maze of Thonglor Art Village.
As for the rest, there are poetry
slams, live music, and much
more. And to step back into time,
a highly recommended retreat
awaits in the peace of the Saem
Canal on a creaky wooden khlong
(boat). Cruising unhurriedly
through the ‘Venice of the East’

is a guiltless pleasure, which
the slow traveller will especially
savour. Eavesdropping on the
friendly chatter of wok cooks and
noodle vendors while drooling
over khanom krok (coconut
griddle cakes), one realises how
conspicuous and captivating
Bangkok’s split personality can be.
Blink-and-miss…considering the
infamous Thai trend for trends,
who knows what this ephemeral
avatar of Bangkok will mutate into
tomorrow?

Vintage Car Exhibition
Every year in June, Bangkok hosts
a Vintage Car Exhibition where
over a hundred classic cars are
displayed. Held at the Future Park
shopping centre, this exhibition
focuses on cars of historical and
aesthetic importance. Though
most are original vehicles, some
replicas and specially invented
cars using old engines are also
showcased.

Local

insights
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Dubai

Epicentre of Arts
Once a desert enclave, Dubai has today
transformed into an oasis of arts. The
glitzy skyline and swanky malls may
feature in picture-perfect postcards,
but it takes more than a canvas to
reflect the art scene in Dubai.
words // Sahil Banga

Al Fahidi Fort, the city’s oldest building and also home to the Dubai Museum

T

he city might hold the
maximum number
of records in the
‘largest, highest, tallest,
biggest’ space, but Dubai is not just
about superlatives. It has a soul, a
beautiful one at that. Steeped in
culture, its soul is brimming with
stories of yore and excitement of
unveiling the future.
Needless to say, Dubai has become
the region’s frontrunner in recent
years as the global destination
for arts, creativity, culture and
innovation. Buoyed by annual
international art and design
festivals such as Art Dubai, Sikka
Art Fair and Dubai Design Week;
Christie’s & Sotheby’s auctions; arty
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neighbourhoods and complexes
supported with several famed art
galleries; Dubai is shaping the
future of arts and creativity while
enriching its soul.

When an industrial zone
turns artistic

complex in the heart of this area,
one of the largest industrial estates
in Dubai. Who would have thought
that an art revolution would be
taking shape here, catapulting this
area into the region’s foremost
urban arts neighbourhood with
palpable creative energy.

A metamorphosis may mean ‘a
change of the form or nature of a
thing or person into a completely
different one’, but looking at Al
Serkal Avenue, it’s nothing less
than a magical transition. Rewind
a few years back and one would
have seen a bustling warehouse

The neutral tones of the erstwhile
industrial warehouses contrast
beautifully with the colourful
art installations, graffiti, neon
signage and exhibitions. One of
the highlights of the precinct is its
arthouse cinema theatre and the

nearby vast outdoor space where
open-air movies are screened,
a favourite with cinephiles who
converge in large numbers
in winter.
The hipster cafes add to the arty
vibe while also drawing attention
to the gourmet food and speciality
coffee scene here. One must check
out the Mirzam chocolate factory,
where the chocolate makers take
you through the chocolate-y
process of bean selection,
roasting, winnowing, grinding,
tempering and crafting; ending
the tour on a delicious note with a
tasting session.

Business and Art synergy
Dubai International Financial
Centre (DIFC) might be the
thriving business and financial
ecosystem of Dubai but don’t
let that fool you. This belt
has art throbbing through its
veins. Right from architecture,
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Al Serkal Avenue has a vintage car
showroom, performing arts space,
jewellery workshop, many art galleries,
and an arthouse cinema, among others.

Clockwise: Attendees at the Quoz Arts Festival at Al Serkal Avenue;
Exhibition hall inside the Al Serkal Avenue during Art Week;
Chocolate tasting gallery at Mirzam; and antiques being sold at the
picturesque Bastakiya heritage neighbourhood in Dubai

landscape to the art galleries it
houses, DIFC showcases perfect
synergy. Headlining the galleries
are Christie’s & Sotheby’s which
have auctioned many global
and regional celebrated art
pieces. Other notable galleries
here include Andakulova,
Cuadro, Distincta, Opera, Rira,
Sconci, Tabari Artspace, The
Empty Quarter Ltd., The Farjam
Foundation Ltd. and V Art Gallery.
This district comes alive during the
bi-annual festival of arts, culture
and entertainment called DIFC Art
Nights at Gate Village. Walk around
the lit-up outdoorsy area to explore
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art installations, art shows, live
performances, pop-ups and
festivities in the air, while cafes
and restaurants in the area are
abuzz with art collectors, artists
and art enthusiasts talking about
their conquests and emerging
artists to watch out for.

A Historical
Neighborhood
The treasure trove of Dubai’s
cultural heritage, Al Fahidi is
a historical neighbourhood
dating back to 19th century that
features traditional courtyard
houses, wind towers and narrow
walking lanes.

travel trails
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Vistara has daily nonstop flights between
Dubai and Mumbai.

Above: A vintage motorcycle art installation at the
Dubai Design District; Right: A replica of the iconic
Winged Lion statue of St. Petersburg, Russia, at Dubai’s
Global Village exhibition

Formerly known as Bastakiya, the
quarter is abuzz with art activities
year-round, while few art galleries
display regional art pieces with
pocket-friendly tags. Visit Majlis Art
Gallery, set up in a courtyard style
structure. Majlis means a meeting
ground in Arabic, and this art
gallery has been a meeting place
for artists and art lovers, nurturing
the collaborative art community
and displaying some of their
greatest work of art.
Adding to these jewels is the
Alserkal Cultural Foundation
(ACF), a non-profit organisation

essentials

Country
UAE

supporting emerging artists,
designers and creative minds
based in the UAE. It is housed in a
heritage villa featuring exhibition
rooms and workshops, while
promoting art events and cultural
programmes. The quarter also
features a coffee museum for those
seeking a history class on their
favourite beverage, displaying 300
years old artifacts.

A Design District
Conceptualised as a place for
creative thinkers, the Dubai
Design District (D3) contemporary
neighbourhood is literally under

Languages
Arabic (official)
and English

Vistara |

the shadows of Burj Khalifa, being
just a few kilometres away. A slew
of stylish cafes and restaurants
abound the cluster along with
co-working spaces, and one can
click selfies with the many art
installations on the street. The
art galleries featured here are Art
Hub, Blue Cave, Citizen E, Sinyar
Gallery; apart from studios, lifestyle
and design stores, boutiques and
even a health and fitness club. So
busy is the calendar here that an
event takes place almost everyday,
and D3 plays an important role in
hosting larger exhibitions like Art
Dubai and Dubai Design Week.

Currency

Temperature

UAE Dirham

39°C (max), 28°C (min)
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The best kind of

travel

connect
is when you truly

Get away with those you love,
and get up to 25% off your stay!
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up to 20% off your stay. Plus there's a guaranteed additional
5% savings for IHG Rewards Club members.
Create those special moments. We're there, so you can be too.
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Offer is valid for bookings made before 30 September, and for stays until
31 December 2019. Terms & conditions apply.
Agra · Amritsar · Chandigarh · Chennai · Goa · Jaipur · Kochi · Kolkata · Mumbai · New Delhi · Pune

current affairs
sports

Paying Homage to

Passion

Jerseys and uniforms are one of the most popular forms of
sports memorabilia…and also some of the most valuable.
Here is a tribute to bring back the most glorious moments in
sports history, with special and nostalgic items that remind
us of great national teams and clubs.
words // Boria Majumdar

current affairs
sports

I

t was December 1985.
Colour television
had just come home
and the fascination
of seeing pictures come alive in
colour had not worn off. That’s
when cricket entered my senses.
Sunil Gavaskar and Kapil Dev’s
India wearing the blue and
yellow in Australia after winning
the Benson and Hedges cup is a
memory people will never forget.
In fact, the entire team atop Ravi
Shastri’s man of the series Audi
taking a victory lap remains an
immortal picture postcard. Things
have moved since and radically so.
Coloured clothing is no longer
an innovation. Hawk eye, digital
technology, batsense have taken
the game to a very different level.
While innovation is the way
forward, the past, which is a link
back to the formative years for
an entire generation in India, can
never be altogether forgotten. And
that’s where retro jerseys come in.
To see the Australian World Cup
team wear the colour coding used
by them in the 1980s was a real
attraction for many of us. It was
the perfect mesh between tradition
and modernity and in a sense a
tribute to the years gone by.
Sports jerseys are at the very core of
a sports fan’s existence. To be able
to wear what our childhood heroes
had worn will always have a huge
attraction for any sports fan. And
some of these jerseys have over the
years assumed a cult-like status in
our households. As a football fan
growing up in Kolkata, I had idolised
the Brazilian team as a youngster.
The simple yellow jersey with the
numbers imprinted in green had a
huge impression on my mind and I
had even spent a fortune in buying
one of Pele’s 1970 world cup jerseys.
To see the team wearing the same

jersey in a more recent World Cup
does two things - it connects my
past to my present and it also helps
strengthen my allegiance to the
team I have grown up supporting.
Just like retro songs, jerseys turn
more and more precious with
time. More like single malt whiskey
in a sense. If we check out the
sales figures across merchandise
stores in any major sports event
the maximum sold are the retro
jerseys which are associated with a
very distinct sporting memory. For
example, the Indian jersey from the
2011 World Cup will always come
with a sense of achievement. The
reason it has been brought back
and marketed is to give every Indian
cricket fan a sense of entitlement to
that victory in April 2011.

Above: Ravi Shastri after winning Man of the Series at the Benson and
Hedges World Series in 1985; Below Left: Pele wearing his legendary
Number 10 jersey; Below Right: The 2011 World Cup cricket jersey

The other reason why retro jerseys
are in vogue is because the past is

Sports jerseys are at the very core of a sports fan’s
existence and some of these jerseys have over the
years assumed a cult-like status in our households.
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Left: Australian cricketers Greg Chappell and Ian Chappell walk out
to bat at a match in 1975; Below: PV Sindhu at the Rio Olympics

turning out to be more and more
relevant with time. It is almost
as if the past was pure and the
present isn’t. The present is all
about hyper commercialised sport,
which is a globalised televised
spectacle bereft of some of the
values we associated with sport
of the years gone by. The jersey is
a throwback. It is a link to all that
was good and pure in sport. When
sport hadn’t been taken over by
the corporations and television
rights revenue wasn’t the only thing
governing it. Ian Chappell with his
shirt buttons open is always the
postcard insignia of the Australian
game. It talks about a certain kind
of masculinity that was at the core
of Australian cricket in the 1970s
and 80s. To see the same white shirt
being worn by people who identify
themselves as ‘Chappellis’ or
another legion of fans who identify
themselves as ‘Richies’ (celebrating
Richie Benaud) wearing similar

headgear help connect cricket’s
past to the present.
Retro jerseys, which are more and
more becoming the norm, are
expected to dominate sports fan
imagination in the years to come.
They will encourage passionate
sports followers to reminisce
things of the past that they have
been part of and appropriated.
For me, the Rio 2016 jersey will
forever be a reminder of PV Sindhu
winning the first ever Indian
singles silver in the event. Having
known her personally, I’d have
every temptation to wear this retro
jersey come Tokyo 2020. While it is
expected to bring her good luck, it is

also a sense of my own identification
with the Olympics. I may not have
played but I was surely there. I lived
each moment as an Indian fan and I
laughed and cried with Sindhu and
Gopi as they redeemed a dismal
Indian campaign. These jerseys are
in many ways a story of our own
identity. We buy them because we
identify with them. We identify with
them because we have lived a certain
experience with them. They are in a
sense our story. A tale of how we fell
in love with sport and continue to
follow it with a passion that defines
who we are as men and women.
The writer is a renowned sports journalist,
Rhodes scholar and author.

vistara QUIZ
Question 2: Who won ‘Man of the Tournament’ at the 2011 cricket World Cup?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.
Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.
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lead story
retro

Does the magic of old school charm fascinate you? Do you find
popular yesteryear images and motifs irresistible? Do you often
take inspiration from music, fashion and attitudes
of the past? Then you are indeed a devotee who
worships at the altar of ‘Retro’.
words // Mia Gandhi

lead story
retro

I

n today’s fast paced world, where everything seems to change in the
blink of an eye, it is natural to feel sentimental about an older era that
we associate with comfort, stability and timeless style. Whether it is
the classical sleek silhouettes of the 20s, or the curves-loving fashion
of the 60s or the bohemian vibe of the 70s – the recall is instant. Because
not only does nostalgia have a powerful draw, but we also subconsciously
tend to rely on the time-tested style grammar of the days gone by. Let’s
trace the origin story of iconic items that have dominated our pop culture
consciousness over the decades.

01

The Flapper Dress

The 1920s was a decade of turmoil.
The first world war had just ended
and with it came a paradigm shift
in how the young generation
wanted to live. The women of
the 20s were rebels.
Disdainful of every
code of propriety that
their Victorian era elders had
passed on to them, they sought
to break free and this reflected in
their actions, clothing and beliefs.
The jazz culture of America had
come to Europe and was a staple
of evening parties. It was all
about exploring freedom. It is this
generation of the modern 1920s
woman that is referred to as
‘Flappers.’ And the dress that
epitomised each and every
element of that revolution
was the ‘Flapper Dress’.

Did you Know?
F Scott Fitzgerald’s incisive
commentary on the 1920s, The
Great Gatsby, talked about the
cultural exuberance of that
generation. It was this book
that cemented the popularity
of the Flapper Dress in public
consciousness. In 2013, the Baz
Luhrmann directed film, The
Great Gatsby, starring Leonardo
Dicaprio and Carey Mulligan,
revisited that era and since then
the dress has seen a resurgence
in contemporary fashion.

The dress was a total
departure from the
previously dominant
corset heavy outfits
designed to hide the
silhouette. The length
was scandalously short,
with tassels dangling
seductively around the
legs that caused the fabric
to shift and sway with every
movement of the body.
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02

The Wrist Watch

Interestingly, the first world war also gave us
another fashion revolution that has today
become every collector’s prized possession
– the wrist watch. Earlier, men used to wear
pocket watches connected to their apparel
with a chain. Dainty wrist watches, like
stone-studded bracelet timepieces, were only
for the women. Military historians credit
the popularity of wrist watches to world war
battlefields where every ticking second was of
paramount importance and it was just more
practical and convenient to have a watch on
the wrist than one tucked away inside the
pocket. The fashion designers took this very
practical issue and created a global trend by
designing wrist timepieces that were initially
square in shape and had an array of thick wristbands. Cartier and Rolex led the charge, with
other brands following suit and soon it was an
epidemic.

Earlier, men used to wear pocket
watches and women, wrist watch
bracelets but after WW1, wrist
watches replaced pocket watches
for men.
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03

The Boombox

If there is any gadget that has completely
transformed the way we live our lives, it has to be
the boombox. In a world of cassette players and
chunky wired music devices, the boombox was a
breath of fresh air that did what we all wanted but
never knew was possible - it made music mobile.
The invention caused a sweeping revolution
that had a domino impact and permeated every
part of our world. Invented in the late 1960s, the

boombox became mainstream in the seventies
and eighties, and could be seen in urban public
places where people carried it on their shoulder
with music blaring. It changed the way people
danced, the way they partied, the way they
travelled and was even instrumental in the rise
of hip hop music. Most people today remember
it indulgently for its head banging appeal and
ability to bring music to the streets.

The ' Mix Tape'

Almost everyone born before
the turn of the millennium
would have had a Mix Tape
in their collection of music.
A compilation of all personal
favourites, the mix tape is a
throwback to those days when
we painstakingly created our
own playlists instead of asking a
software to do it. The 2014 film
Guardians of the Galaxy pays a
sentimental tribute to this slice
of our cultural history when its
hero Peter Quill is shown to be
manically possessive of a mix
tape in his walkman. That is
because it is the only item that
connects him to his home planet
Earth and by extension his dead
mother.
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04

The Bouffant Hair and Cat Eye Glasses

Immortalised in Hollywood
and European films over the
decades, this is one of the most
recognisable Retro looks of all
time. The hair perched high up on
the head, resembling a beehive,
look originated in the 50s and 60s
with many girl music groups like
The Ronettes and The Supremes,
and movie superstars like Audrey
Hepburn (who even embellished
her bouffant hair with jewels
like a princess in Breakfast at

Tiffany’s) opting for it. This
fashion statement also had a
practical purpose, it gave the
illusion of height to the women
who wore it. In more recent years,
singer Amy Winehouse adopted
the beehive hair look, making
her instantly recognisable in
any setting. Not an easy look
to maintain - it requires a lot of
hair spray and a certain panache
to pull it off - this hairstyle
nonetheless remains a big hit

with those drawing inspiration
from the vast retro pool of cool.
Complementing this beehive
look, was another iconic fashion
look - the cat eye glasses. From
the stylish sunglasses that Audrey
Hepburn wore to the oversized
ones that Marilyn Monroe
preferred to the coloured funky
frames that epitomised the 70s to
the swinging gilded frames worn
by Rihanna - these glasses are a
trend that never go out of style.

Did you Know?
The 1969 moon landing by Neil
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
gripped public imagination
in such a big way that the
fashion universe also had
to respond. Inspired by the
boots worn by the astronauts
and the resulting footprint
that they left on the moon,
‘Moon Boot’ became a fashion
rage. Though these were
actually just regular snow
boots, spruced up, they were a
must-have wardrobe item for
everyone in those days.

IN FOCUS

I

I feel like a child again!!!

am Nidhi and I am eight years old.
When I was six, I was diagnosed
with diabetes. Isn't that shocking?
Diabetes in someone so young? But
it was not my fault and it was not
because I ate too many chocolates.
It happened because my pancreas
does not function like yours. It does
not produce insulin on its own.
Which means that I must take insulin
from outside.

play with my friends. I lost weight. My
mother got worried and had me tested;
that’s when I was diagnosed with
diabetes. We were very shocked.
The doctor advised me to start taking
insulin injection and not just one; I had
to take four shots daily! That means
1460 injections in a year are necessary
for me to live.

I was a happy child before I got
diagnosed. I topped my class. I used
to love fashion and loved to dress
up well. I would play with my friends
endlessly and only saw doctors for my
vaccinations.

I did not like it at all. My parents needed
to be around me all the time and my
mother was worried for me every
second. I couldn’t play and I started
being sad. Then my doctor told me
to take insulin pump therapy. Do you
know what that is?

But then I started feeling tired every
day. I did not want to go out at all or

It is my personal device that I can put
in my pocket. It is connected to my

body with a small patch and delivers
insulin to my body as required. Now
no more injections would be needed!
That's what I call freedom. At first, It
seemed very complicated but actually,
this device made things much easier.
It keeps my diabetes in check and
helps me live a normal life. I have
restarted my painting classes and play
with my friends. My mom now worries
less and I feel happy again.
Thank you, insulin pump therapy.
If you know anyone who may need insulin
pump therapy; then please ask them to
contact their doctors to learn more about
it. For further information visit:
https://www.medtronic-diabetes.in/
connect-form

Disclaimer: The story does not contain any medical advice. The medical information is provided for general information and educational purposes only, and is
not a substitute for professional medical advice. Please connect with your physician for more information.
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Royal Heirlooms
Once the symbol of pride and power, vintage cars of the bygone
era weren’t just objects of absolute luxury and indulgence, but
assets that married functionality and persona.
words // Madhulika Dash
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verything at the
recently-restored
Belgadia Palace,
the home of the
Mayurbhanj dynasty, is bedazzling.
Whether it is the made-to-order
18th century classic furniture or
the well-appointed baithak (hall).
For Akshita M Bhanj Deo, scion
and custodian of the Mayurbhanj
legacy and restorer of this
18th century fort, her precious
inheritance are the wheels.

E

“Our prized possession is the
1936 Alvis Speed 25, an extremely
rare, made-to-design machine
commissioned by HH Maharaja
Sriram Chandra Bhanj Deo, which
was a fabulous mix of comfort,
luxury and engineering feat,”
says Akshita, who has an array of
personally customised shikar cars
that reflected the style of those who
ordered it. Like the one ordered
by HH Maharaja Sriram Chandra
Bhanj Deo had extra headlights to
allow him to hunt post sunset.

1939 Dodge, a seven
passenger convertible

Royal Fascination
Back in those days, says Anant
Pratap Deo, scion of the Kalahandi
Royal family, “the pre-requisite
to own a Rolls Royce was to have
your own road.” Deo, whose
legacy includes three tailor-made
vintage beauties including the
Buick 1930 Convertible, is also
the proud owner of the oneof-a-kind 1920 Rolls Royce that
was commissioned by his great
grandfather, an ardent collector of
special cars.
“My great grandfather, an
automobile enthusiast, had a keen
eye and understanding of changing
automotive trends. A proof of this
is our Rolls Royce, which had a
Kalahandi Monogram instead of
Spirit of Ecstasy (one of the two
made) and tinted glasses,” adds
Deo, whose collection of Frosty
Bugatti was once brought for King
George’s Bombay visit in 1911.
Vintage cars, says Nitin Dossa,

an ardent collector and President
Vintage & Classic Car Club of
India (VCCCI), “for many could
be the cyphers of the absolute
indulgence of royalty, but for most
families (and those who collect)
it is a personality that has lived
an era with elegance.” Dossa,
who since 1998, mollycoddled
by the legendary vintage scion,
Pranlal Bhogilal and Maharani
Gayatri Devi, has been cataloguing
these cars and today has his
own remarkable collection that
includes the Bentley belonging to
Maharani Gayatri Devi, and the
Rolls Royce that was commissioned
for Maharani Chimnabai of the
House of Baroda, and of course the
Mayurbhanj Alvin and erstwhile
actor Shammi Kapoor’s Cadillac
1947-62 series. The fascinating
thing about these vintage beauties
is that they reflect the taste of each
of the queens. Another statement
car was the unique pearl white
1937 Daimler EL24 Limousine.
Ordered by Princess Indumati
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Ranishaeb of Kolhapur, this young,
widowed queen made her white
carriage the emblem of the reform
work this skilled shooter, rider and
driver did in the field of art, culture,
education and administration.
Concurs Pankaj Pratap Singh, heir
to the Jhalamand Jagirdars, an avid
car collector and restorer, “These
cars were vehicles of change.” A
fine example of this was the car
collection of the Pathan Begums
of Bhopal, who in their 107-yearold rule not only changed the
perception of women rulers, but
women empowerment as well. And
one way they asserted their vision
was through their cars, says scion
of the Deolia Kalan, Akshraj Jodha,

who was born into the world where
these wheels defined “thoughts
and personalities”.

eventually became the blueprint
for many shikar cars later was the
customised Six Cylinder Bentley.

It is said that the reputation of
jeep driving begums began with
Nawab Sikandar Begum and was
forever etched by the prolific
Abida Begum, a skilled pilot,
hunter and prolific rally driver.
She eventually followed her
grandmother, Nawab Sikandar
Begum’s footstep by having her
own shikar jeeps and a Rolls Royce.
She would often be seen cruising
around the kaccha roads of Bhopal
in her Austin Jeep. One of the
many specially-built Jeeps is still
in view at the Noor Sabah Palace,
Bhopal. But the prized cherry that

Fascinatingly, adds Singh, “during
1900, Indian royalty invested
heavily in the automobile industry
with close to 100 custom-made
cars ordered every year. The shikar
jeeps were given top priority
followed by the saloons and Rolls
Royce for travel.” The purchase,
adds Dossa, “was always in bulk.
So much so that Rolls Royce even
coined phrases to identify the
make and style needed by Indian
royalty.” It is said that out of the
20,000 Rolls Royce made before
the First World War, around twenty
per cent were bought by Indian
royalty – most customised to suit
the personality. And this included
the famous Taj Model, a 1912 Rolls
Royce owned by the Maharani of
Nabha that came with a built-in
microphone that allowed the
queen to direct the driver. The
Maharani also owned the 1912
Brooke Model that was designed as
a swan and had 18 types of chimes,
six of which had gold thread work.

From Royalty to Business

1934 Rolls Royce 2025 (Kellner),
a seven passenger sedan

It is said that out of the 20,000 Rolls Royce made
before WWI, around 20 per cent were bought by
Indian royalty – most personally customised.
Vistara |
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During 1970s, when the privy
purse for Royals was abolished,
some business families like the
Singhanias and the Goenkas and
individuals like Pranlal Bhogilal,
became the first few to invest
in these beauties which by then
had earned the moniker, ‘white
elephants’ due to their high
maintenance. Those, says vintage
car collector Dharmaditya Patnaik,
“were the nascent days of vintage
car collection when industrialists
were happy to buy those ‘bespoke’
models and maintain them.”
Later, motor restoring became a
popular activity patronised by first
generation vintage car tycoons like
Madan Mohan, who has the largest
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WHEELING
A TALE
1930 Stutz Series M
Owned by Captain HH
Maharawal Sir Ranjitsinhji
Mansinhji of Baria, Gujarat,
this prize-winning car was also
driven by Michael Schumacher
at the First Indian Grand Prix
F1 Drivers Track Parade on
October 30, 2011 at the Buddha
International Circuit. This is
the only surviving Stutz in
India.

1933 Minerva, Type
AL, Seven Passenger
Laundalette de Ville
Previously owned by Raja
Mohammed Amir Ahmed Khan,
Mahmudabad, only 30 of these
were produced. This car has
been painstakingly restored
to Concours standards by
Manvendra Singh Barwani of
Classic Cars.
1934 Rolls Royce 20/25
Seven Passenger Sedan
Previously owned by Maharaja
Sayajirao Gaekwad III of Baroda
and then popular film actress,
Mumtaz till 2007, this is the
only model with a coachwork
done by Kellner, France on the
specification of the Maharaja
himself. The car defined by its
elegant Oxford blue body and
dark cherry red leather interiors
was first showcased at the Salon
De Paris before reaching India
in 1935.
1938 Buick Series 90, Model
90l, Seven Passenger
Limousine
Owned by the Maharaja of
Travancore, McLaughlin
customised the interiors of
this car with a siren, a red light
and a blue light on the fenders
(red to signal that the Maharaja
was travelling and blue for the
Maharani).

A vintage Cadillac
from Madan Mohan’s
classic car collection

collection; Dossa, who created the
first Jaipur Vintage Rally and then
Rally of the Raj; and classic car
historian HH Manvendra Singh
of Barwani, who started the first
classic car restoration workshop
in 1985 and was instrumental in
collaborating with Cartier for their
big showcase, the Concours d’
Elegance. Madan Mohan is an avid
car enthusiast and Founder and
Managing Trustee of the 21 Gun
Salute Heritage & Cultural Trust.
Talking about his passion, Madan
shares, “I started buying Maharaja
Cars that were earlier sold-off
to overseas buyers and brought
them back to India. Currently,
I own more than 350 vintage
and classic cars and around 100
vintage and classic bikes, clocks,
typewriters, and other antiques. In
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2010, I started the 21 Gun Salute
International Concours Show
with an aim to establish India as
a World-Class Heritage Motoring
tourism destination.”
This passion for cars is echoed in
equal measure by motor-enthusiast
Diljeet Titus, who grew up in a
family of classic car aficionados.
“My fascination with cars began
when I was seven. Since I could
not drive on the roads, I spent
the next seven years cleaning our
cars at home and standing around
workshops whenever our cars were
sent for servicing or repairs. Soon
I got attracted towards classic cars
like Packards, Cadillacs, Buick,
Rolls Royce, Bentley and Jaguar as
they stood out from the crowd. In
2003, I set up The Titus Museum.
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scrap dealer shop. The car by all
appearance had gone, but even
in that threadbare state it had the
finer details intact,” says Almeida,
who took over a year and half to
resurrect the pride of Ramgarh,
today an award winning car.

The 1930 Stutz
Series M, four
passenger speedster,
Dual Cowl, Le Baron

The sheer build and detailing
of these cars could make any
enthusiast marvel. They were
torque kings of their time with
no two engines alike though they
came out of the same workshop.

The 1957 Chevrolet BelAir

However, not all cars have had the
luxury of being restored to their
former beauty. There are lots of
them who have been resurrected
merely as a showpiece, says Kaizad
Engineer, owner of a Vintage Car
restoration Workshop in Mumbai
called Mickey Garage. Kaizad has
helped revive nearly three dozen
cars since 2000 including a Bristol
400. “A 1947 model which was
the only one to be imported into
India was found literally razed
to ground when I discovered it
I now own 72 classics acquired over inside an unused shed in Andheri,
the past 20 years.”
“recalls Kaizad, who had nothing
more than a skeleton to work with.
Restoring the heritage
After eight months of hard work,
“Restoring was a different ball
thousands of hours of research and
game altogether”, shares Jodha.
each part handcrafted again, the
Most of these classics had no
car won the Cartier Resurrection
history, no blueprints, says Singh,
Cup in 2017.
“not even a mechanic or driver
who knew how they would work.”
What nudges these car enthusiasts
Result, Singh began restoring cars to go for these old charms? “The
himself in 2000 with the family
uniqueness,” says Patnaik, “like
state car, the Chrysler 1929 model. the Udaipur Rolls Royce I have,
belonged to a king who was
Says restorer Allan Almeida, “the
paralysed down the waist. To
sheer build and detailing of these
accommodate his special needs,
cars could make any enthusiast
Rolls Royce created two sets of
marvel. They were the torque kings brake, clutch and accelerators –
of the time with no two engines
one set at the wheel, the other at
alike though they came out of the
the foot. It is the only one ever
same workshop.” A seasoned carcreated and is akin to owning a
reviver, Allan has restored over 25
piece of legend.”
odd jeeps from the pre and post
war era and quite a few Cadillacs in For Titus though, “these cars are
the last one decade, but his prized his chance to soak the glamour and
resurrection is the Phantom II Rolls finesse of these timeless treasures
Royce belonging to the Maharaja
and celebrate the mechanical works
of Ramgarh. “I found the car at a
of art and engineering feat.”
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story frames
Aviation Milestones

Dec 17,
1903

The first flight by
Wright Brothers

May 21,
1927

The first solo non-stop
transatlantic flight

Taming the Sky
Humans, by nature are inquisitive. We need to know more, explore
more, make brave forays into uncharted territories, find out what lies
beyond the farthest point that our eye can see. And it is the world of
aviation, with its many miraculous firsts and marvellous innovations,
that has helped fuel and also satiate this unquenchable thirst to find
out what lies beyond the horizon.

Oct 15,
1932

The first flight in Indian
aviation history

Oct 14,
1947

Breaking the
sonic barrier

May 2,
1952

First commercial jet to fly
with passengers
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Aviation Milestones

December 17, 1903
On this historic day, pioneering
aviators Wright Brothers flew the
very first plane in history. Orville
Wright piloted the first flight of the
day, which lasted 12 seconds and
covered 120ft. The plane had been
built by the brothers in their bicycle
shop. On the fourth (and final)
flight of the day, Wilbur cruised
852ft in 59 seconds.

May 21, 1927
Charles Lindbergh firmly
entrenched himself in
aviation history when he
landed in Paris after a 33.5hour flight from New York.
He was the first person in
the world to complete a solo
and non-stop transatlantic
flight. His plane was called
‘The Spirit of St. Louis’ and
became very popular with
aviation fans.
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October 15, 1932
JRD Tata, who is known as the Father of Indian Aviation, was among the first
Indians to be granted a commercial pilot’s licence in 1929. Fascinated with flying
since a young age, in October 1932, he piloted the first flight in Indian aviation
history. The plane lifted off from Drigh Road in Karachi and landed in Mumbai,
with JRD at the controls of the Puss Moth.
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October 14, 1947
US Air Force captain Charles ‘Chuck’ Yeager was the first to pilot a plane that flew faster than
the speed of sound, thereby breaking the sonic barrier. Already a hero with aviation enthusiasts,
Yeager rocketed into history in the experimental Bell X-1 on October 14, 1947, launching from
the weapons bay of a Boeing B-29 at an altitude of 23,000ft and propelled by the Bell X-1 rocket
engine to an altitude of 43,000ft. The plane which he named ‘Glamorous Glennis’, after his wife,
hangs in the Air and Space Museum at the Smithsonian in Washington.
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May 2, 1952
The atmosphere was electric on the morning on May 2, 1952 as jet-propelled aircraft, De Havilland DH
106 Comet, flew with passengers for the very first time in history. On board were 36 passengers, six crew
members and 30 bags of mail. At the control was Captain Michael Majendie who piloted the world’s first
commercial jet airliner towards Rome, the first of five stops on the 6,724-mile journey to Johannesburg, South
Africa. Suddenly the world became a much smaller place than it used to be.
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Explore exotic Meghalaya
West Khasi Hills is an all-year destination for tourists. Postmonsoon is the best time to enjoy the region’s natural beauty and
also for outdoor activities.

M

eghalaya, where
nature reigns supreme,
evokes images of blue
skies, earth touching
clouds, magical rain,
salubrious weather, rolling hills, cascading
waterfalls, breathtaking natural beauty,
rock music, warm and hospitable people
etc. The outside world knows the state
for Cherrapunjee, the rainiest place on
the planet; for Shillong, the cosmopolitan
capital of the state and more recently
for Mawlynnong, the cleanest village.
Meghalaya is certainly all of these and
much more.

Meghalaya is home to the Khasi, Garo
and Jaintia tribes who have preserved
their unique culture and way of life over the
centuries. It’s the land of myriad myths,
riddles and surprises where dialects change
every 20 km and people communicate
through sounds and songs; where fossils that
are a thousand years old can be seen, where
the ahimsa tradition of sericulture (where the
silk worm is not killed while extracting silk
from cocoons) continues to this day, where
wild orange honey can be sampled from the
honey combs, where rare organic teas from
the Khasi and Garo Hills can be relished in
serene tea estates and where exotic local
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cuisine can be savoured sitting around a
hearth in every village household.
Mawphanlur
A visit to Mawphanlur is a true experience.
The serenity here is fit for pilgrims on a
quest for nirvana. Drive or trek uphill on
the gravelled roads, engulfed in the thick
mist blanketing the many lakes. On those
days when the sun shines bright, blades
of grass, dust in the air and the surface
of the lakes are illuminated with golden
light. Lum Kyllang, Lum Symper, Mawten
or Mawkyrwat, Rambrai, Mawdoh, and
even the great Himalayas can be seen

shimmering in the light of the setting sun.
One can even see the unusual sight of
children playing football in between two
gently sloped hills.
Hospitality services nearby: Cottages
at the Tourist Nest with basic amenities,
Common areas for dining and relaxation,
camp sites etc.
Ialong
Quaint and unassuming throughout the year,
Ialong village comes alive with joy during
the festival season. The most famous of
all the festivals is the Chad Chukra, which
celebrates the sowing season in the month
of April. Another festival, Nohskyriat, is
also celebrated at the same time and both
are usually clubbed together and called
Thohrakaw. Behdeinkhlam, a harvest festival,
is celebrated in the month of August. This is
the best time to soak in the unique culture of
this place and understand the rituals.
Travellers can also visit the Ialong Eco
Park which provides the tourist with ample
space for family picnics and soothing
walks but what must be kept in mind is
that the Sacred Groves housed within the
boundaries of the eco-park must be avoided.
Situated atop a hill, the view it offers of the
Pynthorwah Valley is truly breathtaking.
Weinia and Thum Falls
Weinia Falls on the river Kynshi, in West
Khasi Hills, is a scenic cascade. It is very
deep and one can see water vapour rising
up from the base of the falls. At the correct
angles when the sunlight falls on the water,
a delightful rainbow emerges. Massive
naturally formed step-like structures
can also be seen on one side of the falls.
Located further along the same river,
one can see Thum Falls, a glorious 60m
deep waterfall which has a beautiful pool
surrounded by hard rocks on three sides.
Mairang
Half-way to Nongstoin is Mairang and
12km from here lies the imposing Kyllang
rock—a massive dome shaped single rock
of granite, rising to an elevation of about
5400ft above sea level with a width of
around 1000ft. A hike to the top of Kyllang
Rock allows you to treasure the marvellous

Vibrant festivals of Meghalaya
Come October and Meghalaya gets into a festive mood with the
Pujas marking the start of the autumn season. Cool temperate
climate and pristine scenic landscape set the mood for a series
of events and festivals in Meghalaya.
Shillong Autumn Festival

Shillong’s most loved festival - the Shillong Autumn
Festival marks the start of the festive season in
the state. The picturesque setting of Umiam Lake
surrounded by the lofty Lumdiengiei Hills provides
a scenic backdrop for the festival that is held at the
Orchid Lake Resort. It was first held in 2005 and is now
synonymous with the identity of Shillong. The highlights
of the festival are music and entertainment combined
with other activities like cultural performances and
stalls, food stalls, kids’ areas, watersports and many
more. The 2018 edition witnessed a footfall of 4k+ across the two day event. This year,
the festival supported by the Meghalaya Tourism Department will be held on October
26-27 and will feature renowned national and local artists as well as an international DJ.
The festival will also provide camping facilities and fun-filled games and entertainment.

Wangala Festival

Do not miss the popular traditional 100
drums Wangala Festival that marks
the end of the harvest season and
the beginning of winter. Celebrated
by the Garo tribe of Meghalaya, it is a
thanksgiving festival where the Garos
pay their obeisance and gratitude to Misi
Saljong or ‘Pattigipa Ra’rongipa’ (The
Great Giver) for blessing them with a rich
harvest season. The festival is celebrated
for three days and music and dance forms
a main part of the festival.

Cherry Blossom
Festival

Witness the blossoming of
cherry flowers that is marked
by a 4-day event called the
Cherry Blossom Festival. One
can also enjoy an array of food,
wine and crafts indigenous
to the region while enjoying
guided night walks, live music,
beauty pageants and a host of
other forms of entertainment.
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Mawphanlur

Kyllang Rock

Shillong to
Mairang Road

Khudoi Falls

landscape of the surrounding area. Rock
climbing lovers flock to Kyllang Rock to
test their skills and enjoy some adventure
thrills. Trekking to the top of the rock takes
around 30 minutes but the view from
the top is worth it. You can also climb to
the top using a staircase at the site. It is
believed that the rock possesses a sort of
magnetic field which ensures that no one
will fall from the slope. The surrounding
forest is thickly populated with age-old red
Rhododendron trees and oaks along with
white Rhododendron trees, which are not
found elsewhere.

West Khasi Hills is located at a
distance of 96km from Shillong
in Meghalaya. Shillong is an
emerging destination and has direct
connectivity from Kolkata and
Guwahati and other metro cities.

Mawkyrwat
About 35 kms from Nongstoin, Mawkyrwat
offers a glorious panoramic landscape. A
view point has been constructed on top of
Mawranglang and is a big hit with travellers
seeking to travel off the beaten path.
Mawthadraishan
Mawthadraishan peak is located about 70
kms from Shillong on the Nongstoin road.
On top of the range, there is a depression
with about 7 to 8 fish ponds of considerable
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size. The apex of the peak offers a
panoramic view of the plains of Assam,
and the distant Himalayas on clear days.
Nongkhnum Island
Nongkhnum Island is the biggest river island
in Meghalaya and the second biggest river
island in Asia. The Island is formed by the
bifurcation of Kynshi River into the Phanliang
River and the Namliang River. At the point of
divergence, there is a beautiful sandy shore
about 100 sqm in area. The area surrounded
by these two rivers forms the Nongkhnum
Island. Within the island, there are big
trees and areas of grassland and natural
playground suitable for playing football and
golf and even for landing a helicopter. There
are plenty of fishing pools, where fishing
(angling method only) can be enjoyed.
Ranikor
On the banks of river Jadukata close to
Bangladesh, Ranikor is a beautiful place.
This area is famous for abundance of
mahseer. The dark blue deep waters
of Jadukata offers ample scope for
water sports.

personality
entrepreneur

Gautam Sinha
Taking Indian Craftsmanship Global

Gautam Sinha, Founder and Creative Director, Nappa Dori, took
two simple elements – that of leather and thread, combined it
with age-old Indian craftsmanship and created sophisticated
lifestyle products that take the essence of India to the world.
words // Ruth Dsouza Prabhu

here was one thing
that Gautam was
sure of when it came
to his products –
they had to exude a sense of
timelessness. Every one of his
collections celebrates India and
the craftsmanship that comes
from the country. And what he
has succeeded in doing, is taking
the label of ‘Made in India’ to
sophisticated heights in the global
retail space.

T

Having studied at National
Institute of Fashion Technology
(NIFT), Gautam’s tryst with leather
happened quite by chance when
he was asked to create leather
belts for a Danish company.
Since it was a new material for
him, he travelled to cities which
were hubs of leather tanning and
manufacture to understand its
potential. It was while working on
this project that he was consumed
by leather and its versatility. He
began to experiment with boxes
and odd pieces and today, his
brand Nappa Dori (Nappa means
soft leather and Dori is thread)
caters to fans among the who’s
who of Hollywood and Bollywood
and has expanded to five stores
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OCT 2019 - FEB 2020
NETARHAT

AN ADVENTUROUS WINTER AWAITS YOU
IN THE WOODS OF JHARKHAND.

This winter, the Sharad Mahotsav at Jharkhand is expected to be more welcoming than ever.
Not just Netarhat, all the major destinations of Jharkhand like Dalma, Maithon, Massanjore and Betla will host the season-long
event where adventure lovers and travel enthusiasts can come together to participate in a plethora of fun-filled activities.
Moreover, tourists can relish local Jharkhand cuisines and enjoy cultural shows and performances by tribal artists
on soulful wintry evenings, around a bonfire.

For online booking visit: www.jharkhandtourism.gov.in
Organised by

JHARKHAND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. (JTDCL)
DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM, GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND
MDI Building, 2nd Floor, Dhurwa, Ranchi - 834004
Director Ph.: 0651-2400493 | Fax: 2400492 | Email: dirjharkhandtourism@gmail.com | JTDC Email ID: jtdcltd@gmail.com

www.jharkhandtourism.gov.in

/VisitJharkhand

/VisitJharkhand

jharkhandtourism
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reflected in what we create. Trends
keep you fresh, but the products
you make transcend into the
tiers of someone’s life and that is
important,” he says.
Speaking of trends though, he
does admit that it is a cyclical
phenomenon and they often tend
to come full circle. Like retro for
example – which for him, brings to
mind music, cinema, and fashion
of the 80s, bellbottoms, bright
colours, et al. He believes it was a
strong movement back then and
is poised to make a comeback.
Street wear becoming chic is
perhaps the closest to the retro
theme currently.

in India, one in Maldives and his
latest at Covent Garden in London.
The chance, Gautam took in
2010 on Nappa Dori, has placed
this premium Indian brand of
hand-crafted, leather products on
the international market, while
creating a loyal customer base
within the country as well.

Showcasing the Indian
Aesthetic
The inherently Indian design

aesthetic of Nappa Dori is evident
in every product – from their
signature metal trunks, to the
laptop sleeves, to the delicate
craftsmanship that goes into every
piece, handmade in collaboration
with regional artisans. Gautam is
firm that the brand does not work
based on fast fashion trends. “I
enjoy minimalism. I do not own
much. I do collect things but they
have to be worth keeping and have
to be timeless. And that belief is

Gautam’s inspiration comes from
elements that are intrinsically
Indian. You can see this in the
Indian narrative told through its
landscape and presented on four
sides of the Chivas limited edition
case. A tribute, which perhaps can
be attributed to his fascination
for Indian architecture, or the
throwback to his army background
in his very first collection of
signature trunks. “My father was
in the armed forces and I always
watched as these trunks were
loaded when travelling. I wanted to
make them prettier. These powder
coated, bright coloured creations
have now become our signature
product,” he says.
Nappa Dori is an experience. One
that Gautam has built from the
ground up. He says, “Each one of
my stores exudes an ambience
associated with the brand – from
the placement of products, to

An inherently Indian design aesthetic is evident in every
design and in the delicate craftsmanship that goes into every
piece, handmade in collaboration with regional artisans.
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Rapid Fire
Favourite book
I prefer
autobiographies.
Good to Great by
Jim C Collins is a
book I recommend.
Favourite holiday
spot
Cities like New York
and Barcelona.
Favourite kind of
gift
I like to give
something
handwritten. I am
a true believer in
hand writing. It’s the
closest thing to the
soul.
Must-have travel
accessories
Never go anywhere
without earphones.
Favourite cuisine
Japanese. And
biryani when I am
home-sick.
Favourite business
mantra
1. Surround
yourself with
genius.
2. You can only
strive and excel
once you have the
ability to delegate
and empower
people around
you.

the smells you get as you walk
through the displays, to the
music that is piped. While you are
browsing through our signature
trunks, travel gear, home accents,
stationary, belts or shoes, you know
it’s the brand’s exclusive experience
that you are getting.”
New products can find their way
to the shelves in as short a time
as a week, or sometimes even
a few months. At the company,
everybody is allowed to express
creativity and design. A wellliked design is placed on an acid
test, with a few pieces being
created and placed on shelves,”
Sinha says.

Creative strength
Gautam feels that while colleges
can guide students and teach
them the basics of product design,
creativity comes from within,
speaking of his time at NIFT in
Delhi. “And so I wanted to get
a jumpstart on life and began
looking for a job during the course.
This meant that I never collected
my degree and haven’t really

gone back to check on its status,”
he chuckles.
His first job that lasted for two
years, taught him another aspect
of design – creating things that
can be sold in the market. His
first company Definite Designs
was where he began to export his
work, largely from the material that
became his signature – leather.
Six years later he wanted to start
a brand that would reflect his
personality and not designs that
were morphed creations made
from multiple expectations along
the client-to-customer trail.
It took two years for the name
Nappa Dori to come to him.
Names such as 5th battalion (a
throwback to his army family) and
even Khaske (Hindi for ‘to fasten’,
a reference to leather belts) were
considered. “Nappa Dori came
about because it is the purest
form of what I do – these are two
elements I use in every product,”
he says.
With just two lakh rupees of his
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own, Gautam opened his first
store in Hauz Khas, Delhi in 2010.
From then on, there has been no
investor money that has gone
into the company. “In hindsight
I don’t think I would do it ever. It
was a big risk. But I knew that if
I didn’t make it in a year, clearly
I had gotten something wrong. It
is important that you never get
married to your designs,” he says
of his learnings.
With premium products, the
balance between creativity
and managing a business is a
tightrope walk. Gautam advices
future entrepreneurs to never
close the door on creativity.
“Always remember that you need
to design things that can sell.
You are not in the art business.
An artist sails alone but not a
businessman.”
Looking back, Gautam firmly
believes that he was in the right
place at the right time with his
first store. “Luck had a huge factor
to play. The harder I worked the
luckier I got.”

we care
Livelihood

Jaipur Rugs Foundation

Weaving dreams
Preserving the age-old craft of hand-weaved carpets,
Jaipur Rugs Foundation is working tirelessly to generate
a dignified and sustainable livelihood for artisans.

we care
Livelihood

A

bout four hours from
the city of Jaipur, in a
village called Kekri –
Parvati Devi and her
husband Bhagchand sat together
on an unassuming loom to
weave a carpet purely out of their
imagination. On completion, they
named it Sawan Ka Lehariya.
This rug is a beautiful story
of the chemistry between
the couple who started off by
weaving two very different
designs. While Parvati designed
the traditional lehariya pattern
on the rug, Bhagchand was
making diamond like motifs
in a very systematic manner.
Initially, Bhagchand insisted
Parvati imitate his design, but
Parvati refused to follow him and
continued making the lehariya

pattern. As the rug progressed,
the couple’s neighbours saw
the design and preferred what
Parvati was making. Following
that, Bhagchand took cues from
Parvati’s design and both of them
weaved the lehariya pattern.
In July this year, Parvati and
Bhagchand defeated global design
houses to win the prestigious
European Product Design Award,
2019 for their rug Sawan Ka
Lehariya. This was made possible
through a unique social initiative
called the Artisan Originals or
Manchaha started by The Jaipur
Rugs Foundation (JRF).

Starting a dream
JRF was established in 2004 to
create a society where equality,

justice, and peace prevail through
socio-economic development to
provide opportunities for all, with
the insurgent mission to serve
as a social innovator promoting
the cause of artisans (especially
women) by providing them job
opportunities in rural society.
With the help of its sustainability
programs, the foundation has
turned craft into a tool for
change and is working hard to
achieve several UN development
goals such as: no poverty,
gender equality, decent work,
economic growth and responsible
consumption and production.
Through its social programs, JRF
has impacted 1,29,200 lives and
provided livelihood to artisans
in 600 villages, spread across
five states. It has created 40,000
jobs directly and indirectly and
empowered 41,605 rural women.
Under its healthcare program,
it has covered 28,287 people by
providing access to healthcare.

Overcoming the crisis
India has millions of craftsmen
who are engaged in traditional
crafts that symbolise the
cultural identity of the Indian
civilisation. But these art forms
are threatened by mechanised
mass production, which is killing
human creativity.

While Parvati designed the traditional lehariya
pattern on the rug, Bhagchand made diamond
like motifs in a very systematic manner.
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To sustain this creative potential,
JRF trains and nurtures
artisans in remote villages
across India and provides
sustainable livelihood to them.
It is constantly working towards
eliminating the middlemen and
ensuring fair wages for artisans
and has managed to touch the
lives of 40,000 artisans, of which
80 per cent are women. For the
first time in their lives, these
women are now financially

7428 601 500

empowered and improving the
lives of their family.
JRF is working towards making
the handmade carpet industry a
sustainable one. It also provides
functional skills to artisans and
village community members,
and brings transformation by
providing an understanding
of health, hygiene, family life,
education, and the environment.

Creative social
innovation
JRF has introduced the Artisan
Originals (AO) or Manchaha
initiative to tap into the available
fashion from the villages of India.
For the first time ever, weavers get
to design their own rugs. Each rug
in the collection is a masterpiece
imbued with the individuality of
its artisan as evident in its unique
artistry. It experiments with the
originality of rural crafts people
to nurture their creative potential,
which is unexplored at the
global stage.
This collection has won numerous
awards including the German
Design Award, Elle Décor Award,
Carpet Design Award (runners up),
IF Design Award and the European
Product Design Award.
Through this initiative, rural men
and women, with no education
or just primary education,
have stunned the world with

Education ProgramMe

Other

Initiatives

To address illiteracy among
marginalised women at the
grassroot, this programme
aims to provide basic functional
literacy to illiterate artisans in
rural villages, thereby making
them self-sufficient.

Health camps

Jaipur Rugs Foundation
organises regular health
camps and eye check-up
programs for artisans and
their communities and
these camps are open to
everyone in the area.
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Government linkages

JRF facilitates access to social welfare
schemes run by the government such
as artisan cards, financial inclusion
schemes and Udyog Aadhar cards among
others. It is also involved in increasing
awareness about artisan rights and
entitlements.

Green Tea, Muesli,
Olive Oil, Oats,
Cookies, Honey

Nutritional
Supplements

Natural Sweetner
Stevia, Sugar Free
Cookies & Healthy Snacks

Nutritional Bars
and Trail Mix

Whole
Spices
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Through this initiative, rural men and women, with no education
or just primary education, have stunned the world with original
designs competing with professional designers and mega
design houses on the global stage.
original designs competing
with professional designers
and mega design houses on the
global stage. This one of its kind
social innovation has resulted
in important transformations
in the life of the weavers. It
has renewed their passion
for weaving, given them selfconfidence and recognition
in their own communities.
The project has facilitated the
economic transformation of
weavers who used to work as mere
wage earners.

Reaching behind the bars
JRF has started another initiative
to teach carpet weaving to jail

inmates who are serving long
sentences. The aim is to create
sustainable livelihood for them
so that they can support their
families through it.
The foundation is also helping
in opening bank accounts for
these prisoners so that they can
receive the payment for their work
directly in their accounts for the
work they do. Skilled knowledge
not only instills mindfulness in the

inmates but also provides means of
sustained livelihood.
JRF works in five Indian states
namely Gujarat, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand.
It is supported by a core team of
development professionals and
field staff. In addition, interns and
volunteers from premier academic
institutions are constantly involved
in spearheading special projects
taken up by the foundation.

vistara QUIZ
Question 3: What is Simba’s mother’s name in The Lion King?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.
Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.
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forecast
tarot

m o nt h l y F o r e c a s t

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

Communicating with others
will be a strain and you will feel
you are in a ‘holding pattern’
and unable to make the kind
of changes you want to see in
your life. Try to get in touch
with yourself.

You will be dismayed at a turn of
events that seems to sabotage
your best intentions, but in
the final analysis, peace will
be restored. Luck will be with
you in a long-awaited financial
settlement.

You could experience problems
on the home front. It is better
to keep your attitude in check
so you won’t get sucked into an
emotional storm. You will get
money, favours, or assistance.
Watch out for allergies.

People might not get your
concepts or see things the
way you do, but you must
stay on course. Someone will
come to your aid or give you
the opportunity to utilise your
skills or talents.

Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Colour: Green

Lucky Number: 3

Lucky Number: 4

Lucky Number: 1

Lucky Number: 7

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

You will want to escape from
an oppressive personality
and probably will choose
your friends wisely, with
more discretion. There will be
surprising developments in
your social affairs.

Don’t blame yourself for the
faults of others. Walk away or
say ‘no’! You will get a business
referral or a lucky break in a legal
matter or financial gain will come
through an investment or profit
sharing.

You could have bouts with
uncontrollable depression or
experience severe nostalgia over
a lover who has gone. Try to
overcome the situation as soon as
possible. A pleasant surprise is in
store for you.

Complications regarding incorrect
work methods or programmes will
end, but so will the possibility of
merging with another in a business
venture. Travel plans may get
delayed or shelved for now. But
things will look up soon.

Lucky Colour: Red

Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Colour: Sea Green

Lucky Colour: Fuchsia

Lucky Number: 6

Lucky Number: 8

Lucky Number: 9

Lucky Number: 7

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

You should liberate yourself from
limitations, negative attitudes and
forced confrontations. You do not
want yourself to be burdened
with unwanted things. Focus on
positivity and self-growth.

Take the first step, do something
different and be alert or
receptive to new ideas. Act on
the alternatives that will be
presented. A financially rewarding
excursion is in the offing.

Don’t try to assess situations
and effect solutions in advance.
The time will come when you’ll
know what to do. You will regret
an impromptu expenditure, but it
will prove to be a wise decision.

Abortive attempts, or delays, will
work in your favour. New ideas
or actions will replace old ones
and something better will be
established that could not have
happened otherwise.

Lucky Colour: Sea Green

Lucky Colour: Grey

Lucky Colour: Golden Yellow

Lucky Colour: Black

Lucky Number: 2

Lucky Number: 1

Lucky Number: 3

Lucky Number: 9

PISCES

Poonam Sethi is an internationally-acclaimed Tarot card reader, Reiki healer, colour therapist, Feng Shui practitioner, crystal healer, a specialist in
removal and balancing the negative energies and a rudraksha consultant. She can be contacted at poonamsethi27@hotmail.com
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Off to a Flying Start

Mr Leslie Thng, CEO, Vistara inaugurating Vistara’s maiden international flight to Singapore

S

ince starting operations
less than five years ago,
Vistara has won over
millions of travellers in
India and grown from
strength to strength to be known as
India’s best and the finest airline.
When you fly higher with Vistara,
we dream higher. And our dream
has been -- to be known not only
as India’s best but also as one of
world’s best airlines.
In pursuit of this dream, we
reached a significant milestone
in our journey last month with
the launch of our international
operations and arrived on the
global map. As Vistara goes
international, we find ourselves
filling in a void – as the airline from
India with a unique product that

competes on the global platform,
with impeccable operational
efficiency and world-class service
defined by warmth, elegance and
intuitive thoughtfulness.
Last month, we inaugurated
service to three international
destinations – Singapore, Dubai
and Bangkok – all cities with
growing demand for travel to
and from India, whether for
business or leisure. In all the
three new geographies, Vistara
received terrific welcome and
enthralled travellers with the
‘new feeling of flying’. With
service to Dubai and Bangkok,
Vistara also became the only
airline to offer the choice of
Premium Economy class for
travel between India and the
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two countries, in addition to
Economy and Business Class.
In line with our efforts to provide
an extended worldwide network
to customers, we expanded the
scope of our existing codeshare
agreement with Singapore Airlines
and SilkAir to include international
flights. This means seamless access
for our customers to more than
40 destinations in the Singapore
Airlines and SilkAir network across
Asia, Oceania and the United States.
Speaking of what our customers
can look forward to, there’s
something for everyone at
Vistara. Our comic book series,
Airborne, that continues to fuel
the imagination of our young
travellers, is back with its third

Vistara was welcomed by Dubai Airport in the presence of Mr Eugene Barry, EVP - Commercial,
Dubai Airports and Mr Vipul, Consul General of India in Dubai

Mr Leslie Thng, CEO, Vistara (L) with Mr Lim Thuan Kuan, High
Commissioner of Singapore (R) at the inauguration ceremony of
Vistara’s maiden international flight

Last month, we
inaugurated service
to three international
destinations – Singapore,
Dubai and Bangkok –
all cities with growing
demand for travel to and
from India, whether for
business or leisure.
Senior officials from CISF and CSMIA along with Vistara’s CEO and cabin crew at the Dubai
inauguration ceremony

Powered by:

The third edition of our comic book
series, Airborne

edition. Acquainting young
travellers with the nuances of air
travel, this edition of Airborne
illustrates the flight of a group of
students travelling from Guwahati
to Delhi for a sports tournament. In
an engaging, fun and meaningful
way, the illustrations unravel the
different facets of how-thingswork in aviation. Our intent with
Airborne lies in our responsibility
as an airline - to get our young
fliers to understand and appreciate
the world of aviation. Talking
about responsibility in business,
Vistara discontinued the use of
200ml plastic water bottles on
flights between Delhi and Mumbai
last month. The elimination of
plastic bottles will gradually be
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implemented across the airline’s
network in phases. Our drive to
eliminate plastic also encouraged
colleagues based in Kochi to collect
used plastic bottles to create
beautiful reusable planters that
were gifted to young travellers
flying with Vistara. Meanwhile,
in Pune, we partnered with
Green Yatra and undertook a tree
plantation drive at an old age home
in Chakan, Pune.
As we present Vistara to the world
as a shining new symbol of true
Indian hospitality and world-class
service, we thank our customers for
their continued support. It is really
what keeps us motivated to do
more, do better and to fly higher.

vistara experience

v i s ta r a’ s
S e p t e mb e r
Pl a y l i s t
From soft rock to
bluesy jazz tunes,
explore the September
playlist played during
boarding and landing.

Shine On You Crazy Diamond
Pink Floyd
One of the most iconic songs of
the band, this ballad is a tribute
to Syd Barrett, which can also be
seen from the name of the song Shine On You Crazy Diamond. An
original member of Pink Floyd, the
lyrics of the song are a tribute to
the big influence that Barrett had
on the music they played. Barret’s
legacy as a great innovator in
music lives on through this song.

version was re-recorded by him
and Norah Jones as a duet, as
part of the last studio album he
completed before his death.

Here We Go Again
Ray Charles & Norah Jones
Originally recorded by Ray
Charles for his 1967 album ‘Ray
Charles Invites You to Listen’, this

Baker Street
Gerry Rafferty
A profound Gerry Rafferty song
about a man who dreams of
owning a house and living away
from his neighborhood but cannot
achieve that goal. Baker Street
refers to a real street in London
where Rafferty often stayed with
a friend.

Gerry Rafferty

America

You Belong To Me
The Doobie Brothers
This song was written by Doobie’s
singer Michael McDonald with
Carly Simon. The Doobie Brothers
recorded it first and it was a part
of their last album ‘Farewell Tour’
(1983).

More Than A Woman
Bee Gees
This song was written by the Bee
Gees for the movie Saturday Night
Fever. Tavares recorded their own
version of the song which became
a massive hit and was used in the
movie as well!

The Doobie Brothers

You Can Do Magic
America
You Can Do Magic is about a
skeptic who doesn’t believe in love
until he meets a girl who changes
his heart. This song was written
by Russ Ballard for the duo Gerry
Beckley and Dewey Bunnell, who
created melodious harmonies
together.
Get Closer
Seals and Croft
Title track from the duo’s eighth
studio album ‘Get Closer’, this song

Seals and Croft
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Pink Floyd

Bruce Springsteen
Louis Armstrong

Bee Gees

Steely Dan

Thin Lizzy

was written by Jim Seals and Dash
Crofts together, during the peek of
their success. It reached No. 6 on the
Billboard Hot 100 and No. 2 on the Adult
Contemporary Chart. Billboard even
ranked it as the No. 16 song of 1976!

Walter Becker and Donald Fagen,
performed by American rock group
Steely Dan. This was a breakout hit
from their first album that featured an
unusual sound using various unique
instruments.

Anisina
Pink Floyd
Undoubtedly one of the most
meticulous and beautiful song in the
album ‘The Endless River’, Anisina is
based on reflection, regret and hope.

What A Wonderful World
Louis Armstrong
Louis Armstrong was able to nail
the sentiment of this popular song
perfectly when he recorded it in
August 1967. Written by George
Weiss, the song was inspired by
Armstrong’s ability to bring people
of different races together.

Still In Love With You
Thin Lizzy
Still in Love with You was originally
recorded by Thin Lizzy and first
released on their 1974 album
‘Nightlife’. It is widely considered to be
Thin Lizzy’s greatest, most romantic
ballad.
Do It Again
Steely Dan
‘Do It Again’ is a song composed by

It’s What We Do
Pink Floyd
This song appears in the band’s 15th
and last studio album ‘The Endless
River’ that released in November
2014. Following ‘The Division Bell’
(1994), it is the third Pink Floyd
album recorded under the leadership
of guitarist David Gilmour.
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Too Much Heaven
Bee Gees
‘Too Much Heaven’ was
originally the band’s contribution
to the “Music for UNICEF”
fund. Inspired by the sad state
of starvation, the line ‘I can see
a new tomorrow’ urges one to
move forward, even when times
are bad.
My Hometown
Bruce Springsteen
A popular single by Bruce
Springsteen from the
album titled ‘Born in the
U.S.A’. This song is about
Springsteen’s experiences
growing up in Freehold, New
Jersey. Springsteen paints a
bleak portrait of life for the
working class and sheds light
on the complexities of the
common man.
Please note that this playlist will be available on
Boeing aircraft progressively.
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Infl i g h t e nt e r t a i nm e nt
Movies

TV Shows

Bollywood

Indian TV Shows
Comedy
Hum Paanch
Zabaan Sambhalke
The Kapil Sharma Show
Yeh Jo Hai Zindagi
Family No. 1
Office Office
Khichdi
Sarabhai V/s Sarabhai
Shrimaan Shrimati Phir Se

Comedy, Drama
Chef
Badhaai Ho
Padman
Hindi Medium

Romance, Comedy
Meri Pyaari Bindu
Dum Laga Ke Haisha
Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi
Band Baaja Baaraat

Drama
Hip Hip Hurray!
Crime Patrol Dastak
Just Mohabbat
Back Foot
Home Sweet Office
Some Friendships
Never Die
Savdhaan India
Malgudi Days
Work From Home
Stories By
Rabindranath Tagore
The Phone Call

Action
Sholay
Uri: The Surgical Strike
2.0

Action, drama
Parmanu: The Story of Pokhran

English TV Shows

Drama
Gold
Chak De! India
Beyond the Clouds
Sui Dhaaga: Made in India
Romance
Dhadak

Fan
Detective Byomkesh Bakshy!
Raazi
Comedy
Hera Pheri
Fanney Khan

Action, Comedy
Bombay to Goa

Comedy, thriller
Andhadhun
Stree

Thriller
The Tashkent Files

Comedy, thriller
Kedarnath

Hollywood

Entertainment &
Lifestyle
Meri Real Life
Indipedia
Rocky & Mayur’s Food
Express
Everyday Makeup
Essentials
India Today Unforgettables
Style Tips
FC Unfiltered - Joe Russo
Tape Cast
Bollywood Music Videos
Movies, Money & More
Hello Bollywood

Comedy
New Girl
Young Sheldon
2 Broke Girls
Friends
The Big Bang Theory

Entertainment &
Lifestyle
Jackie Chan’s Green
Heroes
Spirited Traveller
Design HQ

Drama
The Americans
Deception
Person of Interest

kids
Tom & Jerry Kids Show

Koffee With Karan
Digital Series
Filtercopy
Some Friendships
Never Die
Back Foot
Work From Home
Home Sweet Office
Business
The Mutual Fund Show
kids
SuperBheem
Chorr Police

Audio
Indian Music
Genre
drama, fantasy
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of
Grindelwald
Drama, Romance
A Star Is Born

Indian
Music

drama
Bohemian Rhapsody
Comedy
Father Figures

Album Name
World Music By Indian Maestros
Best of Bollywood: Sufi
Piya Milenge
Musical Legacy
Best of Bollywood: Shreya Ghoshal
Karan Johar Music Midas
The Ravi Shankar Collection
Best of Bollywood: Shah Rukh Khan

Artist
Various Artists
Various Artists
A. R. Rahman
Various Artists
Shreya Ghoshal
Various Artists
Ravi Shankar
Various Artists

Best of Me
Master Works - R. D. Burman
Best of Bollywood: Wedding Beats
Ghazal Ka Safar, Vol. 1

Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy
R.D. Burman
Various Artists
Jagjit Singh, Alka Yagnik &
Hariharan
Various Artists
Asha Bhosle
Lata Mangeshkar

MasterWorks - Javed Akhtar
Master Works - Asha Bhosle
MasterWorks - Lata Mangeshkar

Drama, suspense
Bad Times at the El Royale
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Audio
English Music

Indian Music

Indian
Music

Cafe Classics, Vol. 1
Your’s Truly Arijit
From the NCPA Archives: Vilayat Khan
(Remastered)
Masterworks From the NCPA Archives:
M. S. Gopalakrishnan (Remastered)
Masterworks From the NCPA Archives
Masterworks From the NCPA Archives:
Ustad Bismillah Khan
Masterworks From the NCPA Archives:
Balamuralikrishna (Remastered)

Various Artists
Arijit Singh

Greatest Carnatic Legends

Various Artists

Double Mandolin
The Definitive Collection
Bollywood With Love - 90s
Bollywood Retro Fresh - 80s Hits
Bollywood Fresh-70s Served Chilled
Making Music
Land of Gold
Vision of Peace - The Art of Ravi
Shankar

U. Srinivas
A. R. Rahman
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Zakir Hussain
Anoushka Shankar

Master Blaster - Mohammed Rafi

Mohammed Rafi

Master Blaster - Kishore Kumar
75th Anniversary Collection
Magical Moments
Dear Zindagi

Kishore Kumar
R.D. Burman
Jagjit Singh
Amit Trivedi & Ilaiyaraaja

Ustad Vilayat Khan
M. S. Gopalakrishnan
Pt. Kumar Gandharva
Ustad Bismillah Khan
Dr. M. Balamuralikrishna

Rock

Ravi Shankar

English Music
Genre

International
Pop

EDM

Album Name
Shawn Mendes
52nd Street
She is Coming
DNA
Fever
The Ultimate Bee Gees
The Love Train
Expectations
After Laughter
Love (Deluxe Edition)
Voicenotes
÷ (Deluxe)
24K Magic
Random Access Memories
Icarus Falls
Meaning of Life
Camila
This is Acting (Deluxe Version)
Elvis Presley
Dangerously in Love
Thriller
Dangerous Woman (Deluxe)
1989
Lust for Life
Alive & Rockin’ (Live)
Nervous System
Melodrama
Views
ANTI (Deluxe)
Purpose
ABBA Gold
Moon Safari
Toast to our Differences (Deluxe)
Kids in Love
Sick Boy
TRUE

“Let’s Rock”
Morning View
Western Stars
Rumours
A Rush of Blood to the Head
Pet Sounds
Social Cues
Trench
Breakfast in America
Forever Man: The Best of Eric Clapton
(Deluxe Edition)
Sultans of Swing - The Very Best of
Dire Straits
Distance Over Time (Bonus Track
Version)
Hybrid Theory
Greatest Hits
Led Zeppelin IV (Remastered)
L.A. Woman
Both Sides of the Sky
WALLS
The Stranger
Ten
Toys in the Attic
(What’s the Story) Morning Glory?
Born In the U.S.A.
The Dark Side of the Moon
Sheer Heart Attack
The Very Best of Sting and the Police
U218 Singles
Stevie Wonder: Greatest Hits
Free Spirit
The Queen of Soul
H.E.R.
Suncity
Starboy
Whitney

R&B

Artist
Shawn Mendes
Billy Joel
Miley Cyrus
Backstreet Boys
Kylie Minogue
Bee Gees
Meghan Trainor
Bebe Rexha
Paramore
Michael Bublé
Charlie Puth
Ed Sheeran
Bruno Mars
Daft Punk
Zayn
Kelly Clarkson
Camila Cabello
Sia
Elvis Presley
Beyoncé
Michael Jackson
Ariana Grande
Taylor Swift
Lana Del Rey
Foreigner
Julia Michaels
Lorde
Drake
Rihanna
Justin Bieber
ABBA
Air
Rudimental
Kygo
The Chainsmokers
Avicii
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Come What May
Kind of Blue (Legacy Edition)
The Essential Herbie Hancock
Giant Steps
The Questions
Culcha Vulcha
The Blues Is Alive and Well
King of the Electric Blues
Blue & Lonesome
His Best: The Electric B.B. King
I Still Do

Jazz

Blues

The Black Keys
Incubus
Bruce Springsteen
Fleetwood Mac
Coldplay
The Beach Boys
Cage The Elephant
twenty one pilots
Supertramp
Eric Clapton
Dire Straits
Dream Theater
LINKIN PARK
Red Hot Chili Peppers
Led Zeppelin
The Doors
Jimi Hendrix
Kings of Leon
Billy Joel
Pearl Jam
Aerosmith
Oasis
Bruce Springsteen
Pink Floyd
Queen
Sting & The Police
U2
Stevie Wonder
Khalid
Aretha Franklin
H.E.R.
Khalid
The Weeknd
Whitney Houston
Joshua Redman
Quartet
Miles Davis
Herbie Hancock
John Coltrane
Kurt Elling
Snarky Puppy
Buddy Guy
Muddy Waters
The Rolling Stones
B.B. King
Eric Clapton

Indian and International Compilations
Album Name
Platinum Playlist
Vistara’s September Playlist
Straight From the ‘90s
Wake Up Hour
Best of Rock
Jashn-e-Ghazal
Pop Queen: Madonna
Acoustic Sessions
Straight From the ‘80s
Straight From the ‘70s
Coldplay Essentials
Grammy Nominees 2019
Powerful Female Vocalists
Songs of Love
The Legacy of Queen
The Great Indian Pop
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Artist
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Coldplay
Various Artists
Various Artists
Various Artists
Queen
Various Artists

vistara experience
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There are no straight
lines in nature.
- Antoni Gaudi

Intelligent and
minimal, the
Marics integrates
a full reclining
mechanism into
its structure,
creating a
versatile chair
with clean lines
and an ultra-light
appearance.
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