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VISTARA EDITORIAL

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE
At this time of the year, many communities
celebrate their New Year or the harvest season, or
simply the coming of spring. This spirit of positivity
and freshness is mirrored in the world of aviation.
Indian aviation, on a positive trajectory of growth,
is touted to become the third largest in the world
by the end of this decade. A heady concoction
of infrastructural development and the recent
strategic changes, facilitated by the government
in the commercial aviation space, are bound to
convert the eagerness of investors and airlines into
tangible benefits for Indian flyers.
Vistara entered the aviation space at the brink
of change with the mission to make air travel a
luxury for you. Over the last two years, we worked
meticulously to make a special place in your heart.
We welcome bouquets and brickbats in our stride,
and persevere to make a difference in Indian skies.
And when you smile and give us the thumbs up,
it makes our hearts swell. Vistara is held aloft by
its pillars of service and operational excellence.
But as the visionary former Indian President, Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam said, “Excellence is a continuous
process and not an accident”, Vistara upholds
that belief, and is now readying itself for take-off
into the next phase of growth. We’re two years
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older, wiser, and better tuned to your needs
and preferences. We are entering into the new
financial year with plans that are bound to thrill
you more than before!
With this magazine, we hope to stir the
traveller soul in you, featuring pleasing sights
and delectable delights from various corners
of India and the world. The cover story of this
edition acquaints you with the city of grandeur
– Lucknow on page 30. Read about the cultural,
architectural and scenic beauty of Russia on
page 50. Walk the streets of literature, as we
bring to you secrets of the best book markets of
the four major cities in India on page 58. It’s IPL
season again and on page 68, catch a glimpse of
the upcoming stars of IPL 2017.
We hope you enjoy reading
as much as we do creating
travel and write to us with
and suggestions for this
inflightmag@airvistara.com
Keep flying the new feeling!
Team Vistara

the magazine
it. Enjoy your
your feedback
magazine on

“Success is
not about how
much profit you
make, it’s about
the difference
you make in
people’s lives”
- Michelle Obama
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AirVistara

@airvistara

Scan this QR code from your
smart phone to visit our app

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

THE SOCIAL

BUZZ

The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in the
social media and the Twitterati can’t stop
talking about Vistara

ANSWERS OF THE AVIATION QUIZ - MARCH ISSUE
Answer 1: March 2, 1969
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Answer 2: Sarla Thakral

Answer 3: Juhu Aerodrome, Mumbai

Answer 4: JRD Tata

Answer 5: Tejas

PERSPECTIVE

POTPOURRI
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

FIFA U-20 World Cup 2017
The 21st edition of the FIFA Under-20 World Cup
2017 is all set to begin in May. The tournament
will be hosted by South Korea (Korea Republic)
between May 20 and June 11. A total of 23 teams
will compete in the tournament in addition to
the host country. Unfortunately for the home
team, after the draw, it landed in the 'group of
death' with formidable opponents like Argentina
and England. One can't count out Guinea either,
as the fourth team in the group, as it finished
third at the U-20 African Cup of Nations.

ON RECORD

My goal is
to simplify
complexity.
I just want
to build stuff
that really
simplifies
our base
human
interaction
-Jack Dorsey,
CEO, Twitter

FROM CANON

New DSLR Cameras
Three new elite-class DSLR cameras from
Canon are set to hit the Indian market. Targeted
towards amateur and mid-level photographers,
all cameras are WiFi enabled and also equipped
with optical viewfinder with 45-point cross-type
autofocus system and Canon’s Dual Pixel AF
system for live view mode. Expected to hit the
Indian market in April, the EOS 800D, EOS 77D
DSLRs and the EOS M6 have interchangeable
lens and mirrorless cameras. The cameras will
also have features like NFC and Bluetooth for
connection with a smart device. You also get
a 24.2-megapixel APS-C CMOS sensor, DIGIC 7
image processor, sensitivity range of ISO 10025600, tiltable 3-inch touchscreen display, HDR
movie, time lapse movie and continuous shooting
of up to 6fps.

Put Your Dancing Shoes On!
Justin Bieber fans rejoice! The Canadian golden
boy of pop music is finally coming to India in
May. Set to perform in Mumbai, the tickets
have already gone on sale at a starting price
of `4,000 and onwards. He’ll also visit New
Delhi and Jaipur for some sightseeing. The
expected footfall ranges between 1-1.5 lakh, an
attendance that wasn’t even seen at concerts
in India by Coldplay, Bryan Adams, Akon and
others in the past. His trip of India is a part of the
Purpose World Tour 2017. Mumbai will be one
of the three Asian cities to host the Canadian
singer’s concerts. The other two are Tel Aviv
(Israel) and Dubai (United Arab Emirates).

Art for a Cause
The Nagpur Airport of late has been dazzling flyers
at the arrival concourse with a 2,390 sqft mural.
Commissioned by an NGO named HERD Foundation, the
artwork has been made by a US-based artist Augustina
Droze along with 30 local artists. Painted in acrylic, the
mural spreads the message of woman empowerment.

PERSPECTIVE

On my Kindle
An incisive account of the rise and
fall of India’s most dreaded forest
brigand by K Vijay Kumar, the IPS
officer who hunted him down
Why a book on
Veerappan?
Veerappan is a
fascinating character.
He took the terror
- stage vacated by
Chambal's Man Singh,
Malkhan and Phoolan
Devi. Some even
placed him in the 'most
wanted' league with
Osama and Saddam.
Everything about him was larger than life. In
1994, after kidnapping a Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP), he asked for a ransom of `1,000
crore - a record.
In fact, Veerappan's story got distorted in
print and celluloid versions. So, it's a kind of a
course-correction. This book is meant for the
youth. Many youngsters (who were 5 -10 years
old during the Operation Cocoon) with whom I
interacted were spellbound on hearing stories
about Veerappan. So, I thought it would be a
great idea to write about him and educate people
about the real Veerappan.
What incidents related to him still haunt you?
The murder of sub-Inspector Senthil in the
Sorgam valley haunts me to this day, as I had
deputed him to the STF.
During the everlasting operation, I visited every
site of action like a pilgrimage. I have visited
Geddesal village many times where five people
were butchered in 1994 which led to the shutting
down of the Shiv temple. After it re-opened 10
years later, I went again. Many such poignant
episodes are captured in the book.
The book has many layers that would interest
different segments. Not just the youth, who are
mostly oblivious of the horrors that three states
had to face over two decades, but also others,
who didn't know the reality of things. I had
aimed my book to be a non-fiction thriller and I
hope that I was successful in doing so.
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Star Wars Hover Bikes, a Reality
A Russian start-up company, Hoversurf, has made the dream come true for Star
Wars fans. They have built the famous 'hover bike' that a storm trooper rides in the
Star Wars movies. At a top speed of 50 kmph, the bike can take load upto 120 kg. It
uses the same Scorpion 3 drone technology that has also been used by the Chinese
company E-Hang, a fleet of flying drone taxis in Dubai. The company claims that it
will be launched in the market anytime between early and mid-2018.

The earliest recorded association between April 1,
pranks and foolishness can be found in Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales which was written in 1392

IIT Madras Ranked the
Best in India
Ranked first in the Engineering
category under the National
Institutional Rankings Framework
(NIRF) by the HRD Ministry in 2016,
Indian Institute of Technology
Madras has much more to it than
just academics. The Institute
is known specifically for its
translational and transformational
research and innovation. It
has come up with some pathbreaking innovations like Amrit
Nanotechnology-based water
purifier that removes arsenic from
water. The Institute takes a lot of
pride in its alumni spread across
the globe, with several of them at
leadership positions in academia,
research, industry, business and in
the start-up space.

BEYOND EARTH

Fly Me to the Moon
It has been over four decades since the
Apollo 17 mission that an astronaut
has been anywhere close to the moon.
However, that could change in 2018 as
SpaceX, an American space transport
services company is planning to send two
‘private citizens’ on a trip to the moon. The
journey is expected to last a week as the
space craft will reach a distance between
3,00,000 and 4,00,000 miles from earth.

PERSPECTIVE

IN NUMBERS

The Evolution of
Rolls-Royce Cars

1904

Rolls-Royce
10 hp

1955

Silver Cloud

FOR YOUR COMFORT

Luxury of Airport Lounges
With over 6.7 billion passengers travelling per
calendar year, the global market in aviation
is seeing a substantial upsurge in terms of
facilities that are being provided at airports. This
burgeoning need to meet increasing customer
travel needs, whilst still driving the right
commercial expectations is becoming the key
demand for the travel industry.
One of India’s leading airport lounge and
services company, DreamFolks have partnered
with Chinese company DragonPass to enhance
customer experience and provide best-inclass hospitality. The joint venture recently
unveiled a dual branded card which will enable
Indian clients to access airport lounges and

other hospitality services across 120 countries
managed by DragonPass, while also providing
top-notch Indian hospitality services and airport
lounge access in India to its foreign clients.
In addition to that, the dual card will also get
travellers discounts at airport restaurants
and duty-free shops. Facilities such as airport
meet & greet services and global wellness
services will be made available for clients, both
in India and abroad. In summary, the alliance
offers an unprecedented opportunity of a
comprehensive go-to market strategy wherein
encapsulating every single touch point in the
airport ecosystem through a rich bouquet of
global offerings.

Jagga Jasoos
Actors Ranbir Kapoor and Katrina
Kaif-starrer adventure romantic
comedy is releasing on April 7, 2017.
Produced and directed by Anurag
Basu, the story revolves around
a teenage detective in pursuit of
his missing father. Actress Adah
Sharma and Sayani Gupta are
also present in the film playing
significant roles. In addition to
Basu, the film is also produced by
UTV and Ranbir Kapoor himself.
The movie has been primarily shot
in South Africa.
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Actress Sayani Gupta is
playing a

14-year-old
The music album of Jagga
Jasoos will have a total of

29 songs

PERSPECTIVE

US Town for Sale
Got $1.5 million to spare? If so, tiny
Reduction, a one-time company town
built for house workers at a longvanished garbage-processing plant in
western Pennsylvania, could be yours for
the asking.
The aptly named town is home to 60
residents, down from 400 in its heyday.
They live in 19 tidy brick houses, paying
rent to the Stawovy family, proprietors
of the unincorporated village for the past
70 years. The asking price also includes a
one-room schoolhouse that was long ago
converted into a duplex residence.

FLORA GARDEN

Tulip Festival of Srinagar
The month of April brings a special shine to Srinagar's splendour. In the first two weeks of this
month, blooming tulips dazzle spectators attending the Tulip Festival at the Indira Gandhi
Memorial Tulip Garden in the capital of Jammu and Kashmir. The garden flaunts more than
20 lakh tulips of 46 different varieties.
The festival will also feature a number of cultural programs, local handicrafts exhibition,
Kashmiri folk songs and other forms of art. On visiting this festival, you will also be able
to taste delectable preparations of the Kashmiri cuisine.

Sutarang- A Celebration
of Odissi Dance
Utsav, a Delhi-based cultural
organisation is presenting
'Sutarang- A Celebration of
Odissi' dedicated
to the World
Dance Day on
April 28, 2017.
The event will
begin at 6.30
pm in Kamani Auditorium,
New Delhi. In addition
to performances, the
annual event will also
honour personalities for
their contribution in the
field of art and culture,
such as, Guru Durga
Charan Ranbir (Odissi
dance, Bhubaneswar) and
Guru Uma Dogra (Kathak,
Mumbai).
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British Quidditch Cup
With poles instead of broomsticks between
their legs, competitors battle it out in a
sport usually reserved for witches and
wizards and is described by one enthusiastic
participant as "organised chaos". They
are competing for the British Quidditch
Cup, in a tournament which draws its
inspiration from the magical 'Harry Potter'

universe created by author JK Rowling. But
instead of flying through the air on magical
broomsticks, these competitors run around
the pitch holding on tightly to their poles. In
March 2017, the annual event took place at
the Rugeley Leisure Centre, in Staffordshire,
England, while the playoffs will take place
later this year.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

PLEASANT AND CHARMING

PUNE

Pune fascinates you with its modern outlook but the city has also retained its
old-world charm. Experience this contrast during your next business visit
Words : Pooja Kulkarni

M

aharashtra's
second
largest city, Pune, has
been bestowed upon with
many sobriquets such
as 'Oxford of the East',
'Pensioners' Paradise', 'Cultural Capital of
Maharashtra' or 'Queen of the Deccan'.
The city truly lives up to its reputation with
the ever-growing influx of students, rising
number of immigrants wanting to make
Pune their home, eclectic celebrations of
varied faiths and cultures, picturesque
surroundings, pleasant weather and
rich history.
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Once the power centre of the Maratha
Empire, Pune today has emerged as a
start-up hub and is one of the fastest
evolving cities in Asia. It is also one among
the greenest urban areas in the country.
Pune fascinates you with its modern
outlook but the city has also retained its
old-world charm that makes it a favourite
destination of many. Its proximity to
India’s commercial hub Mumbai, hills
stations like Mahabaleshwar, Matheran,
Lonavala, various lakes and dams and
breathtaking forts add advantage to the
city, making it a tourist hotspot.

DID YOU KNOW
Pune has the highest
number of software
companies in India,
after Bangalore
and Hyderabad. It is
also one of the rare
cities in the world
to have a combined
commercial and
defence airport.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

FORT TREKKING

Pune is surrounded by a plethora of magnificent forts which also make for great
trekking spots. They are thronged by visitors and nature lovers alike.

GEMS FROM HISTORY
Tour the majestic heritage sites

RAJMACHI
Situated at a distance of 15km
from Lonavala, Rajmachi fort
is of historic importance due
to the strategic role it played
in the First Anglo-Maratha
War. Its height from the sea
level is 2,710 ft and it offers an
amazing view of the Sahyadri
mountains and backwaters of
the Shirota dam. During the
rainy season, the region is all
the more beautiful with silvery
water falls, streams and lush
green forests and meadows.

SHINDE CHHATRI
An 18th century memorial, it is dedicated
to the Maratha leader Mahadji Shinde,
who was commander-in-chief of the
Peshwas from 1760 to 1780. Its robust
iron gate and intricate wall carvings
are spectacular. The building is an
amalgamation of Anglo-Rajasthani
culture.

SHIVNERI
Chattrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s birth place,
Shivneri fort is located near Junnar, 95 km
from Pune. Perched at a height of 2,260
ft, the shape of this fort resembles a
Shiva-Pind. The fort has two entry points
and seven doors. There is a huge statue
of Shivaji in front of the main entrance.
Within the fort is a huge lake called the
Badami Talav and remnants of quarters
and bungalows can be seen near the lake.

TORNA
Also known as Prachandagad, this was
the first fort captured by Shivaji Maharaj
in 1643, at the age of 16. At an elevation
of 4,603 ft, it is the highest hill-fort in the
district. A Menghai Devi temple is situated
near the entrance of the fort which is used
as an overnight halting point by trekkers.
The fort is frequented by trekkers mostly
between the months of September
to December.

AVIATION QUIZ
1.Which is the longest non-stop domestic route in India?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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RAJA DINKAR KELKAR MUSEUM
The Raja Dinkar Kelkar Museum houses
around 20,000 astounding artifacts.
Household vessels here, made of
terracotta, copper and brass, are sourced
from all over India and belong to the
18th and 19th century. Here, you can see
warrior armours made of fish scales and
crocodile skin. There is also a recreation
of the historic Mastani Mahal.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

FOOD

Dig into local delicacies
VAISHALI, KAYANI BAKERY, CHITALE,
GARDEN VADA PAO, RAMNATH MISAL
There are many local specialities when it
comes to food in Pune. One must try the
Mysore masala dosa and sabudana vada
at Vaishali; Kayani Bakery’s shrewsberry
biscuits and mawa cake; Chitale’s mango
burfi and bakarwadi; mango and pista
mastani at the Sujata Mastani House;
vada pao at Garden Vada Pao; misal pao
at Ramnath Misal and Bedekar Tea Stall
and Maharashtrian thali at Janaseva
Bhojanalay, Shreyas Hotel and Shabree
Hotel in the Deccan area.

SPIRITUAL OUTINGS

Ramamani Iyengar Memorial Yoga Institute, Osho Ashram
RAMAMANI IYENGAR MEMORIAL YOGA INSTITUTE
Yogacharya BKS Iyengar’s world-famous yoga institute
was established in the year 1975. The benefits of the yogic
and moral values that are inculcated here in a student
have been universally recognised. The institute has been
designed artistically with three floors named as Body,
Mind and Soul. It has a height of 71 ft and consists of 8
columns which represent eight limbs of ‘ashtanga’ yoga.
The place has an extensive library comprising 8,000 books
on various topics like Philosophy, Human Anatomy and
Physiology, Ayurveda, commentaries on the scriptures,
modern medicine and yoga. Meditation and yoga classes
for children as well as adults are conducted here every
morning and evening.

DID YOU KNOW
THE RECHRISTENING
Pune was earlier known as
Poona. It was a name given
by the British when they
took control over the city
after the fall of the Maratha
empire in 1818. In 1978,
the city, in a nationalistic
overture, moved to change
its name to Pune.

SHOPPING
Vintage flea market

JUNA (OLD) BAZAAR
This flea market is held twice a week at
the Kumbharwada Chowk. One can buy
second-hand goods here at a reasonable
price. Antique artifacts, old currency &
coins and vintage musical equipment
including the gramophone and long play
records are the most popular takeaways
from this market.
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OSHO ASHRAM
A sprawling 32 acres, Osho ashram in
Pune is your spiritual abode if calm and
tranquility is what you are looking for. The
lush greenery, water bodies and chirping
of birds add a heavenly feel to the already
beautiful surroundings. The ashram has a
well-maintained park called the Nulla Park or

Osho Teerth, where you can sit with a book or
paint undisturbed for hours. Shree Rajneesh,
also known as Osho, offers various meditation
courses that promise a psychic experience.
To enter the ashram one has to register his/
herself by paying a fee, provide details of
references and undergo a blood test.

AVIATION QUIZ
2. What are the four forces of flight?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

COVER STORY

WALKING THE BOULEVARDS OF

LUCKNOW
The multi-textured city of Lucknow always welcomes you with its
warm embrace and a platter filled with food, history and culture
Words : Ganesh Vancheeswaran
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M

uch like biryani, one of
its signature dishes, the
royal city too is redolent
of different flavours, rich
in texture and generous
in portion, with succulent experiences
waiting to be bitten into and savoured.
You are tempted to take large mouthfuls
of everything and chew on them slowly.
That is Lucknow for you in a nutshell.
At the same time, Lucknow is also
like a Hindi film from the 70s, shot

in technicolor and viewed on 70mm,
larger-than-life,
with
extravagant
sounds, sights and colours. Ironically,
it is this dichotomous nature of the city
that makes it irresistible and addictive
to visitors.
HERITAGE OF NAWABS
For nearly a century and a half ago,
Lucknow was the capital of the princely
state of Awadh, ruled by the Nawabs,
who earlier owed allegiance to the
Mughals, but later on broke away from

the powerful dynasty to become supreme
lords of the region.
Saadat Khan Burhanul Mulk is
acknowledged as the first Nawab of
Awadh. By the time Nawabiyat was
abolished in the mid-nineteenth century,
Lucknow had been transformed into a
city of refined culture, that reflected in
its architecture, food, music and sartorial
style. The imprint of this culture can be
seen all over the city: from the obscure
Safed Baradari to the Imambaras (Bada
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NOT TO MISS

LUCKNAWI CHIKANKARI
Some historians have recorded the
presence of Chikan as early as the
3rd Century AD during the reign of
Chandragupta Maurya. Another common
belief is that the Mughals introduced this
Persian craft to India in the 17th Century.

Lucknow is like a Hindi film from the 70s, shot in
technicolour and viewed on 70mm, larger-than-life,
with extravagant sounds, sights and colours
TUNDE KE KABAB
The brand Tunde Ke Kabab – which is
incidentally named after the physical
characteristic of the kabab-maker, a onearmed chef, instead of the kabab itself – was
established under the patronage of Wajid Ali
Shah, the last Nawab of Awadh.

TOKRI CHAAT
Chaat is undoubtedly India's favourite snack
and Lucknow's famous Basket Chaat or
Tokri Chaat is precisely one such dish. It
looks like a sprouted salad with white, red,
green dressing served in a bird's nest. The
crispier the tokri, the better!
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Ruins of The
Residency in
Lucknow

and Chota), the Ghanta Ghar, Rumi
Darwaza, the Shahi Bauli and the Asafi
Masjid. Its rich culture is also evident
from the love shown for ghazals and ittar
(native perfumes made from essential
oils) by the people of the city and also
by the refined manner in which people
interact with one another.
COLONIAL CONNECTIONS
Most travel narratives about Lucknow
omit an important but interesting part of
its history. The city had a prominent role
in the Revolt of 1857, also known as the
‘Sepoy Mutiny’. Memories of the pitched
battles fought during this period have
been enshrined in the centre of Lucknow
known as The Residency. The name was
originally given to the palatial residence
of the British officer appointed to oversee
the rule of the Nawabs in the nineteenth
century. Soon, the name came to include a
few other buildings that were constructed

around the mansion. During the Sepoy
Mutiny, the entire complex suffered
heavy shelling. To this day, its ruins serve
as a grim reminder of the action that took
place here.
A leisurely stroll around the Residency,
including Sago’s House, Dr Fayerer’s
House, Brigade Mess, Kanpur Battery
and the Banqueting Hall shows up the
fine workmanship of the period. The
museum inside the complex provides a
ringside view of the British rule. It houses
portraits, photographs and memorabilia
that depict Awadh’s relationship with
the British.
MUTTON AND CHIKAN
Think of Lucknow and your first thought
is probably food. You can’t be faulted
for that. The city occupies a prime spot
on India’s gastronomic map, its chief
contributions being galawati and Tunde

COVER STORY
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LUCKNOW ZOO
Lucknow zoo is one of the oldest in
India. It was established in 1921.

A chikankari
work on
display

Lucknow is the first CCTV city
of India. It has more than 9,000
security cameras installed.

The City of Nawabs has been
chosen by Brisbane, the capital of
Queensland, as its sister city in 2009.

BARA IMAMBARA
This magnificent structure is
known for having the largest hall in
Asia without any external support
from wood, iron or stone beams.
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kababs and the Awadhi biryani. The
name galawati kabab comes from the
melt-in-the-mouth nature of these
chunks of meat. Galna means ‘to melt’
in Hindi/Persian. They are typically
made from the tender meat of lamb,
cured and marinated in a special blend
of spices before being skewered. They
go very well with the Awadhi biryani,
which is mildly spicy and made of
long-grained, aromatic Basmati rice.
The hierarchy of food is very clearly
established in Lucknow, with mutton
being the overwhelming favourite of
the majority of locals.
But if mutton rules the roost on
food plates, Chikan is equally feted
elsewhere. It is Lucknow’s homegrown signature style of embroidery,
something that is much sought after
by connoisseurs the world over. Indeed,
Lucknow is the global hub for this style
of embroidery, which is recognised
by its distinctive thread patterns

and motifs. Chikan embroidery has
a rich history, going all the way back
to Mughal times, when hundreds of
women used to be employed in the
royal household to craft delicate
dresses for the queen. These days,
much of it takes places in villages
around Lucknow, with the city serving
as the centre for retail trade.
Lucknow is a city of many riches.
People here are mostly genial
and offer a ready smile. If asked,
they willingly help travellers with
directions to places and always have a
moment to spare for a conversation.
Even in these harried times, Lucknow
is a city that likes to tarry. Much like
the delectable food you find here,
it is a city that tempts the visitor to
linger. The City of Nawabs is a multisensorial experience that can initially
be a little overwhelming, but let it
seep in and you will fall in love with it,
head over heels.

TRAVEL ENROUTE

THE LAND BENEATH MY WINGS

DELHI TO
SRINAGAR

From the hustle-bustle filled Capital of India, Mike A
Johnsingh, a pilot with Vistara, journeys to the paradise
on earth while encapsulating the gripping sights that he
encounters along the way

AMRITSAR
The foundation of the famous Sikh
shrine - the Golden Temple - was laid
down by a Muslim sage called Mian
Mir. Structurally, the temple is located
on a plain below the ground level as it
signifies that one must be humble and
bow down to reach the temple of God.
It is also popular for organising the
largest langar sewa (holy feast) in the
world, where more than 35,000 people
are fed every day.

L

et me take you back to the
13th century, the time of the
famous poet Amir Khusro
and quote his immortal
Persian
couplet,
Agar
firdaus bar roo-e zameen ast, Hameen
ast-o hameen ast-o hameen ast. In
English it means: 'If there is a paradise
on earth, it is this, it is this, it is this'.
These lines stand inscribed at Shalimar
Bagh in Srinagar, Kashmir, built by the
Mughal Emperor Jehangir for his wife
Noor Jahan in 1619.
Now let’s join the crew of Vistara flight
UK-799, inside the Airbus 320, as we
prepare to fly you on one of the most
scenic routes in the world and into the
valley of Kashmir.
Time check now is 30 minutes to push
back and the cockpit is abuzz with
activity, almost like a beehive. The
speakers crackle with instructions from
Delhi Air Traffic Control (ATC) as it
authorises the aircraft to fly from Delhi
to Srinagar on a path in the sky called
‘W31W’ over unfamiliar places named
UXABA, BUTOP and MESAR, to name
a few. These are co-ordinates on the
ground and are not representative of
any prominent town or physical feature.
These instructions along with the Global
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LUDHIANA
Ludhiana gets its name from the
Lodhi Dynasty, which is believed
to have founded the city in the
year 1480. It is also called the
Manchester of India. Industries,
manufacturing cycles, woollens,
machine tools, sewing machines,
generators, diesel engine and a
host of other utilities and consumer
goods dot the map of Ludhiana.
Delhi is one of the top ‘green
cities’ in the world, with an
ecological cover of 20 per cent.
This may be due to the fact
that the entire public transport
system in the city runs on ecofriendly CNG. This also makes
it the world’s largest fleet on
CNG.

DELHI

NUN AND KUN
Nun, at 23,409 ft, is the highest peak
in the part of the Himalayan range in
Jammu and Kashmir. The massif is
located near the Suru valley, about 250
km east of Srinagar, the state capital.
Meanwhile, Kun, at 23,218 ft, is located
north of Nun and is separated from it by
a snowy plateau of about 4 km in length.
In 1903, Dutch mountaineer Dr H Sillem
investigated the massif and discovered
the high plateau between the peaks; he
reached an altitude of 21,000 ft on Nun.

SRINAGAR

PATHANKOT

The largest Tulip Festival in South Asia,
'Srinagar Tulip Festival' is organised at
the Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip Garden.
Located in the foothills of Zabarwan
range, it overlooks the Dal Lake and
offers a breathtaking sight.

Pathankot is the travel hub for the
northernmost states in India. It has an
ideal geographical location, being a
meeting point of three states, Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu &
Kashmir. Emerging as a leading
commercial hub of Punjab, it is feeding
the major hydroelectric projects of the
nation like Ranjit Sagar Dam.

Positioning System (GPS) keep us on a
highly accurate path to our destination.
Meanwhile, the engineers tank up the
aircraft with 9,000 kg of aviation turbine
fuel and check the aircraft system with
hawk-eye precision as they certify the
bird fit for flight. Refreshing beverages
and delectable snacks are served as you
walk in, along with the welcoming smile
of our lovely flight attendants.
The familiar whine of the jet engine can
be heard as the aircraft is pushed back.
Fast forward a few minutes and 54,000
pounds of thrust propel you down the
runway. A few feet above the ground,
you get to hear the clanking sound
and a gentle thud, indicating that the
landing gear is retracted and flushed
in and the sleek aircraft accelerates
faster and higher into Indian airspace
over Delhi. The GPS computes and
indicates that touch down in Srinagar
will be in one hour and thirty minutes
and distance to go is close to a
thousand kilometres.
Normally, the chatter on the headsets
reduces in all flights as we head away
from Delhi, but heading towards Srinagar
is different. The traffic is intense as we
circumnavigate through the air space
that belongs to the Indian Air Force.

The entry to the
valley is via a
reporting point called
MESAR which is over
the famous
Banihal Pass
The initial part of the flight briefly goes
through Haryana and as we turn right
in a northerly direction, we enter the
land of the five rivers - Punjab, the food
granary of India and home of the Sikhs
who are famous for their entrepreneurial
skills, valour and charity.
Above 36,000 ft and into the 25th
minute of our flight, we have the city
of Bhatinda to our left. The famous
hosiery town of Ludhiana comes on
our right as we fly over the Satluj. It’s
42 minutes into the flight and we are
abeam Amritsar, home of the Golden
Temple. Further, on the far-left Lahore
is visible across the border. Close to 50
minutes into our flight and we cross the
city of Pathankot. On the far right, the

snow-capped Himalayas glisten and
on the left we have an eagle-eye view
of Pakistan.
The entry to the valley is via a reporting
point called MESAR which is over the
famous Banihal Pass. As we start the
descent after crossing Pathankot, the
snow-capped and majestic hills rise to
meet us.
Our aim is to enter the valley at 18,000
ft and meet the invisible rays of the
instrument landing system and touch
down on the runway at an altitude of
5,500 ft above mean sea level. This is
the most beautiful part of the route,
the combination of blue skies, jagged
snow-capped peaks stretch as far as
you can see. As we glide down into the
valley, the plains famous for saffron,
apples and cherries welcome us.
Srinagar airport is controlled by the
Indian Air Force and the number of
aircraft flying around dazzles you.
As we switch off the engines after
an hour and thirty minutes, the
doors open and the cool mountain
air wafts in - Welcome to Srinagar.
This is your captain and crew signing
off till we meet again on another
Vistara journey.
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ISRAEL

MIDDLE EAST’S PARTY CAPITAL

Come and play in a country that believes in having fun,
where parades are street parties, clubs overﬂow onto the
beach and events can last for days.

PROMOTION

Parades, street parties, nonstop art
and music festivals are a few things
that Tel Aviv is known for; but it is also
branded as the ‘party capital’ of the
Middle East where you can enjoy a night
of dancing, a lively beach party or the
local wines and beers with new friends.
Summers here are full of excitement as
the city hosts cultural events like ﬁlm,
dance and music festivals, parades and
outdoor concerts of music personalities
like Avicii, Santana, Beyoncé, Infected
Mushroom, Zubin Mehta and Queen,
to list a few. To get your cultural ﬁx in
this busy and yet avant-garde city, take
a Segway tour or ride the Tel-O-Fun
bicycles and visit ancient port of Jaﬀa
(Yafo). Stroll through Florentin neigh-

with a multitude of resorts and hotels.
Annually over 3 million visitors attend
festivals like the Red Sea Jazz Festival, Red Sea Beer Festival, and Pride
Parade where celebrations that last all
night. Take a walk on the bar and café
lined beaches, each with an emulating
atmosphere to attract the dancer in you.
All in all, Israel is sure to please any visitor day and night with all it has to oﬀer.

bourhood where world renowned graﬃti
artists use the walls as their canvases
to provide a backdrop to streets lined
with cafés and boutique shops, adding to the bohemian feel. Every night
has something to oﬀer for the foodie to
satiate your palate with new yet familiar ﬂavours. If you don’t know where to
go, the friendly locals you meet along
the way will show you their version of
a night out. Annual events like White
Nights Festival (Laila Lavan) in June and
the Purim Parade usually in March, are
celebrated throughout the country with

concerts and community ‘street parties’
that last all day and night.
Travel to the magical city of Jerusalem,
with her open air cafés and restaurants,
bars and pubs with specialty drinks and
live music. Walk down Mahane Yehuda
market where soon after sunset shops
transform into trendy party spots with
a backdrop of live music and graﬃti attended by enthusiastic patrons eating,
drinking and dancing.
The southern city of Eilat is the tourist
gem of Israel, located on the Red Sea

To know more about the cities,
activities, adventures and
unique offerings of Israel, visit:
www.goisrael.com/in

TECH-KNOW INNOVATION

KNOWLEDGE @ WHARTON

WHY INNOVATION IS KEY FOR

INDIA TO SURGE AHEAD
Last year saw a sharp dip in startup funding in India. According to startup tracker
Tracxn, in 2016 investments halved to $3.9 billion from $7.5 billion in 2015

D

evaluations,
shutdowns
and layoffs plagued the
sector, and profitability
and
business
model
sustainability became the
new buzzwords in place of growth and
market share. None of this, however,
dampened the enthusiasm at the
Wharton India Startup Competition
(WISC) hosted by the 21st Wharton India
Economic Forum (WIEF) in Mumbai in
January 2017.
With a goal of celebrating and promoting
entrepreneurship in the country, this
year’s WISC received more than 500
applications from startups focused on
a wide range of areas from sanitation to
artificial intelligence. “What’s been most
impressive about the applications is that

they are not just ideas on pitch decks.
Most entrepreneurs have demonstrated
traction to validate their hypotheses and
have a well thought out execution plan,”
said Ayush Tapuriah, a Wharton student
and director of WISC. He added that a
majority of participants have already
closed in on their pre-seeded and seeded
funding arrangements. Talking about the
10 finalists, Bharati Jacob, jury member
and cofounder/managing partner of early
stage venture capital fund Seedfund
Advisors said: “I was very impressed with
the quality of ideas, quality of pitches and
the quality of entrepreneurs. A majority
of them were different and did not simply
copy-paste models.”
The winner of the $12,000 Judges’ Choice
Award was Chennai-based Detect

Technologies. An Internet of Things (IoT)
startup incubated by the India Institute
of Technology (IIT) Madras, Detect
Technologies was formally incorporated
in February 2016. Its area of focus is
to enhance productivity in industries
through artificial intelligence and nondestructive evaluation. The 35-member
Detect Technologies team has developed
GUMPS — guided ultrasonic monitoring
of pipe systems — for industries such
as oil and gas, chemicals and fertilisers.
This product has been built indigenously
at IIT Madras after more than five
years of research and development and
enables continuous monitoring of pipes
at operating temperatures. Daniel Raj
David, co-founder and CEO of Detect
Technologies, said, “Our solution can
detect any corrosion in real time and,
in turn, ensure high levels of safety and
prevent loss of life and productivity and
environmental damage.”
So far, the startup has received around
`10 lakh ($15,000) from IIT Chennai. It
is presently in talks for raising funds of
around `400 lakh. Detect Technologies is
currently piloting its solution with a few
large oil and refinery firms in the country
and expects to be operational by March.
David believes that a high entry barrier
product and a large, universal market are
two key differentiators for his startup.
According to Jacob, Detect Technologies
stood out and emerged the winner
because “its approach is very innovative
and it has strong commercial benefits for
users in terms of savings costs, improving
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“To realise the
true potential of
India, we need
to do things
differently —
be it products,
processes or
business models
– in a manner
suitable to India
that can make a
mark globally.”
– Saikat Chaudhuri

productivity and ensuring safety.
We have not seen something like
this before.” All the 10 finalists
were chosen for mentoring by
Innoven Capital. “Being a winner
[of the WISC] is humbling and
inspiring. To see that a group of
esteemed judges share our view
[of] the disruptive nature of what
we are building is quite rewarding,”
said David.
THE POWER OF DISRUPTION
In fact, the ability to disrupt
was emphasised in the forum’s
opening
keynote
address
by Kunal Shah, founder and
chairman of FreeCharge, India’s
leading payment app and mobile
commerce firm. Entrepreneurs, he
said, must work on solutions that
make the previous way of working
irrelevant. Citing the examples of
railway ticketing in India, Uber and
Truecaller, Shah said, “Everything
is ripe for disruption as long as
you have a ‘delta 4’ solution.
Once a delta 4 solution is created,
customers do not go back to the
previous inefficient system.”
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During a panel moderated by Kartik
Hosanagar, Wharton professor
of operations, information and
decisions, participants discussed
various issues ranging from the
investment scenario in India to
how Indian companies can stay
relevant in the face of global
competition.
Pointing to the ratio of GDP versus
investments, Hosanagar noted that
while the US GDP is around nine
times that of India, the capital that
went into the venture capital space
in the US in 2015 was six times
compared to India. Responding to
Hosanagar’s question on whether
India is overfunded, Rehan Yar
Khan, founder of Orios Venture
Partners, said he believed that the
gap was because of “India’s faster
pace of growth as compared to the
US and also because of the large
number of white spaces here.” Khan
added that “fundamentals like the
rate of growth of consumers, the
growing number of online users
and increase in disposal income are
all in place in India.”

Talking about profitability among
Indian startups, Nipun Mehra,
vice president of Sequoia Capital,
said, “Competitive dynamics
are forcing companies to spend
more on customer acquisition.
Firms are looking at the end-state
versus the current state, and
based on certain indicators they
are willing to take an educated
guess that there is light at the end
of the tunnel.” Sumeet Thandani,
founder of Presto, added that
since India does not have any
firewalls unlike China, Indian
entrepreneurs have no option but
to “up their game, focus more on
quality and constantly innovate”
in order to compete successfully
with global players like Amazon
and Uber who are investing
heavily in India. Other important
steps
include
developing
domestic capital and focusing on
localisation, panelists added.
The panelists were unanimous
that despite the slowdown in
funding in 2016, there has been no
bubble burst. “It’s a minor course

?

DID YOU KNOW

GREEN INITIATIVE
The $6000 People’s
Choice award went to
HelpUsGreen, a Kanpurbased social enterprise
that recycles waste
flowers from temples
into patented products
like organic fertilizer
and incense sticks.
Traditionally, these
flowers are dumped
into the Ganges River.
The startup’s aim is to
help make the Ganges
pollution free and at
the same time provide
livelihood to rural
families. HelpUsGreen
and Detect Technologies
also won WISC’s award
of pro-bono legal advice
from Khaitan & Co.

AXE BRAND
UNIVERSAL OIL

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel
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2016 was a period of consolidation. We see tremendous
opportunity in the coming years
C Venkat Nageswar, deputy managing director-global markets at the State Bank of India

correction and should be welcomed
as a period of introspection,” said
Sumit Mody, general partner at Health
Passion Fund.
THE NEED TO DIFFERENTIATE
The confidence in India’s growth story
was reiterated at the Speaker’s Series on
the concluding day of the two-day WIEF.
Delivering the inaugural speech, Adi
Godrej, chairman of Godrej Group, noted
that for the past two and a half years,
India has had a “reforms- oriented and
free enterprise-oriented government”
and “several steps towards reforms
and growth have been initiated.”
Speaking strongly in favour of the recent
demonetisation scheme in which `500
($7.40) and `1,000 notes were rendered
as invalid currency, Godrej said that
“while it may take some time to take
effect,” he believes that “in the long term
demonetisation will have a very strong
positive impact on India’s GDP.” The

Vision

Innovation

Ingenuity
Creativity
Incentive
Inspiration
Planning
Development
Motivation
Teamwork
Brainstorm

biggest reform, he added, was the goods
and services tax (GST) which is slated to
be introduced later this year. The objective
of GST is to replace all taxes levied by
the federal government and the states
with one central tax. Godrej expects it to
add 'tremendous momentum' to India’s
economy. “In fact, it is quite possible that
India could have some years of double
digit GDP growth,” he said.

He also pointed out that India doesn’t
need to go through the same cycles as
the West but can leapfrog in many areas.

Adil Zainulbhai, chairman of the Quality
Council of India, debunked many myths
associated with the public sector and
encouraged professionals in the private
sector to work in the public sector.
Zainulbhai, who is also the chairman
of media house Network 18 and was
formerly with McKinsey for 34 years,
said, “It is a myth that nothing gets done
in the government and that bureaucrats
don’t work. A lot of bureaucrats are very
dedicated to making things happen. Once
you get the people aligned, and all parts
of the government are aligned, the pace
and scale of impact is simply amazing.”

Harsh
Agarwal,
founder
of
AGacquisitions, a global hedge fund,
added another dimension. It’s not always
just about being innovative, he said, but
also about doing things 'right'. Pointing
out that the financial services space in
India is still very nascent, he said, “In our
company, we gave our customers the
ability to access new markets. By itself
this is not a ground-breaking change,
but given where the Indian market is
and our learning curve as a nation, it did
give a new perspective.” Commenting on
the role of the government in fostering
entrepreneurship, Agarwal added, “The
most efficient way to deliver change at
scale is to bring about changes at the
policy level. However, once a new policy
is formulated, there should be a 100 per
cent commitment to that policy and there
should not be too many riders. One should
not have to keep looking at the fine print.”

In a panel discussion moderated by
Saikat Chaudhuri, Wharton adjunct
professor of management and executive
director of Mack Institute for Innovation
Management, panelists shared their
perspectives on the 'New India'.
Chaudhuri set the ball rolling by saying
that “in order to realize the true potential
of India, we need to do things differently
— be it products, processes or business
models – in a manner that is suitable to
India but can also make a mark globally.”

Karan Bhagat, founder, managing
director and CEO of IIFL Wealth & Asset
Management, discussed two trends that
he saw emerging. One, there is a rise of
'professional entrepreneurs' who have
a large appetite for taking risks. Two,
during the past 10 years, most small and
medium businesses (SMEs) have seen
their return on equity decline from high
double digits to high single digits or at
best 14 per cent to 15 per cent. This is
forcing them to rethink their business

AVIATION QUIZ
3. Altitude in aviation is measured in?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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models. Bhagat said, “Most of these are
family businesses, and with the younger
generation getting more involved these
businesses are now becoming more
service-based and productivity-based as
compared to the earlier manufacturing
and working-capital based entities.”
Manisha Raisinghani, cofounder and
chief technology officer of LogiNext,
a logistics and supply chain analytics
startup, wants to see more innovation
in the enterprise space. She observed
that there are very few companies like
Freshdesk, Zoho and InMobi which bring
innovation to fix business processes
and solve actual business problems.
“India has seen a lot of consumer tech
startups. We now need more action in
the enterprise space,” said Raisinghani.
She warned, however, that “in this space
it is very difficult to get support by way
of advice and mentorship, and proving
valuations is extremely tough.”
Zorawar Kalra, founder and managing
director of Massive Restaurants, stated
that his “personal crusade” is to put
Indian food on the global plate. “Every
major city in the world must have a good
Indian restaurant, and Indian cuisine must
become a primary dining option.” Kalra
pointed out that his firm relies heavily on
technology, and every technology that
they use is of Indian origin. “We find that
the Indian software we use is far better
than its global competitors. What’s
more, it is also one-fifth the price.”
Kalra encouraged Indian businesses to
embrace their Indian-ness. “We only have
to learn that we are capable of becoming
global leaders. Once we realise this, we
will learn to innovate and not depend on
global solutions.”
BUILDING SUSTAINABLE
ORGANISATIONS
In another panel discussion, the focus
was on how sustainable organisations
could be built in the not-for-profit space.
Moderated by Harbir Singh, Wharton’s
vice dean of global initiatives, professor
of management and co-director of Mack
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“Universal digital
education and
accessibility to digital
resources is crucial
for a successful
digital economy.”
– Arundhati Bhattacharya

Institute for Innovation Management,
the panel comprised Pramath Raj Sinha,
founder and managing director of 9.9
media and founding dean of the Indian
School of Business (ISB), Wendy Kopp,
cofounder and CEO of Teach for All and
Shaheen Mistri, CEO of Teach for India.
Sinha listed three factors as critical for
building sustainable and world class
not-for-profit
organisations:
Strong
emphasis on governance, finding scalable
solutions and relentless focus on quality
and excellence. Citing an example of
strong governance at ISB, he said, “The
institution is funded by a large number of
philanthropists, but every board member
has equal say irrespective of how much
they have donated.”
According to Kopp, cultivating leadership
capability is critical. “In business one
talks of leadership development all the
time. We need to do the same in social
development, too. We need to aggressively
recruit top talent and then invest in their
development.”
Social
organisations,
Kopp added, also need to build global
networks. For Mistri, the secret sauce
is having a strong purpose. “Constantly
understanding why I do the work I do helps
me to navigate the ups and downs of the
journey,” said Mistri. “It is also important
to believe that change is possible and that
I can make a difference today.”
GOING DIGITAL
The event concluded with a keynote
address on the digital future of the Indian
economy by Arundhati Bhattacharya,

chairman of India’s biggest bank, the
State Bank of India. Bhattacharya
supported the move to digital, be it in
banking or in any aspect of the Indian
economy, and acknowledged it as an
enabler of growth. At the same time
however, she stressed that even as India
embraces the digital revolution, it is
important for it to devise its own models
and policies and not simply follow the
lead of other countries.
Adoption of digital technologies by
mature economies has to be seen in
the context of their ageing population,
Bhattacharya said. “Their aim is to
ensure that productivity gains due to new
technologies outweigh the contractions
due to decline in population. But is
that the direction in which we need
to move?” She made an interesting
observation: Unlike India, where 75 per
cent of the population is below 25 years,
the country that works most in robotics
has more sales of adult diapers than
infant diapers. Pointing out that one
million people enter the workforce in
India every month, Bhattacharya added,
“We need to ask ourselves how much of
digital should we adopt given the labour
intensive nature of our country.” She
also emphasized the need to be aware
of the impact of digital on social and
individual behavior, especially the youth.
“The decisions we take today will bind us
to the outcomes in the years to come,”
she cautioned.
Bhattacharya pointed out that there is
a wide disparity in India when it comes it
diffusion of digital technologies among
different demographics, especially the
elderly, the uneducated and the less
affluent populations. “Universal digital
education and accessibility to digital
resources is crucial for a successful
digital economy.” she said.

"Republished with permission from Knowledge@
Wharton (http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.
edu), the online research and business analysis
journal of the Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania.”

OFF-SHORE RUSSIA

EXPLORE THE MAGNIFICENCE OF

RUSSIA

With unforgettable history, majestic architecture and picturesque
sights, Russia is truly a traveller's paradise. A land with 11 time zones,
this country will definitely lure you for your next holiday
Words & Photos : Mike A Johnsingh

A

country
where
the
museums teem with works
of Picasso and Rembrandt,
a
countryside
where
eternal flames still burn
brightly in the memory of the fallen
from World-War II, a wild frontier on
the far east where volcanoes still spew
lava and where the largest bears on the
planet roam free eating salmon in places
so remote that you would require a Mi-8
helicopter to visit those places - Welcome

to the largest country on the third rock
from the Sun, Russia. For a first-time
visitor, St Petersburg with a side trip to
Veliky Novgorod is an exciting choice.
One must also visit Suzdal and Moscow.
SCINTILLATING SAINT PETERSBURG
The Grand Old City of Russia,
St Petersburg, was many centuries ago
a swamp on the River Neva, but as you
cruise the river you see no evidence of it.
The centrepiece of St Petersburg is the

Photo: Shutterstock
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“History proves
that dictatorships,
authoritarian forms
of government are
transient. Democracy is
the way for Russia”
– Vladimir Putin
President of Russia

Hermitage Museum. The five buildings
are home to more than three million
art pieces displayed in over 360 rooms.
This mammoth structure was Catherine
The Great’s home, the longest ruling
female leader of Russia (1762 - 1796).
The mint green winter palace with gold
and white columns, which is one of
the five buildings, is a work of art both
from outside as well as inside. From the
treasures of Egypt to the paintings of Da
Vinci and Rembrandt, you will find them
under one roof.
St Petersburg is also home to one of the
finest ballet theatres in the world, the
Mariinsky Theatre. One must experience
The Sleeping Beauty, regularly performed
in the theatre. Graceful, beautiful and
iconic sum it all up. It is advisable to dress
up in your finest attire for the ballet.
PETERHOF AND VELIKY NOVGOROD
Twenty-nine kms from St Petersburg,
on the shores of the Gulf of Finland, is
another must visit place, Peterhof. It
houses palaces and ornate gardens
of Peter the Great. Gold seems to be
the favourite colour and mixed with
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(Top) Interior of the State Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg; (Above) A panoramic view of St Petersburg with the
Palace bridge over the Neva river, golden dome of St Isaac cathedral and the Rostral Column

OFF-SHORE RUSSIA

(Left) Grand Cascade in Peterhof; (Right) The Tsar Cannon medieval artillery piece on display
in Kremlin, Moscow

FACT FILE

THE HERMITAGE
The museum in St Petersburg is
home to around 70 cats which guard
its treasures against rodents. The
tradition dates back to the year 1745
by the decree of Empress Elizabeth,
the daughter of Peter the Great.

leafy gardens and fountains gives a
pomp of splendour of the bygone
era. The palaces of Peterhof have a
tragic history. In 1941, Hitler declared
that he will host the New Year’s
party in Peterhof after landing on
Russian shores. To prevent this from
happening, Stalin had his own forces
bomb it to oblivion. The palace and
gardens which stand today were
reconstructed after the second world
war. A modern high-speed aerofoilshaped ferry takes you to Peterhof.
The birth place of Russia, Veliky
Novgorod is a few hours drive from
St Petersburg. Way back in 862
AD, Prince Rurik proclaimed the
formation of the Russian state and his
dynasty went on to rule for the next
seven centuries. An imposing Kremlin

stands on the banks of the Volkhov
river and is home to the magnificent
Cathedral of St Sophia, which is the
oldest church in Russia. Its golden
dome glows like a beacon welcoming
one and all.
THE FORGOTTEN TOWN
A four-hour drive from Moscow and
you find yourself in a town that time
has forgotten. The race of the cold war,
race into space and the technological
rush of the 21st century have bypassed
this little town called Suzdal.
It is a little known fact that back
in 11th and 12th century, this was the
royal capital and Moscow was an
insignificant settlement. Nowadays
Suzdal is the smallest of the Russian
Golden Ring towns with population

HOME TO BILLIONAIRES
Moscow has more billionaire
residents than any other city in
the world. There are a total of 74
billionaires living in the majestic city,
which is exactly 3 times more than the
second-ranked city, New York.
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The Palace and gardens of Peter the Great in Peterhof
were reconstructed after the second world-war

OFF-SHORE RUSSIA

?

DID YOU KNOW

ALASKA SALE

The United States of America had
bought the state of Alaska from
Russia in 1867 for a price of

$7.2
million

WORLD’S LONGEST RAILWAY
The Trans-Siberian Railway spans all
the way across the country, making
it the single longest railway in the
world. The 9,200 km railway departs in
Moscow (located in European Russia)
and crosses into Asia. It then makes its
way to the port of Vladivostok and ends
its journey. The entire journey (nonstop) takes six days.

ALCOHOL DIARIES
Beer was not considered an alcoholic
beverage in Russia until 2013.
According to a WHO report in 2011,
each Russian consumes 18 litres of
alcohol per day.

WAR EFFECT
There are approximately 10 million
more women in Russia than men. The
imbalance is said to be the result of so
many men dying during World War II.
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A local
souvenir
shop

of just 9,978 (2015), but a major tourist
attraction. Several of its monuments are
listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Standing out tall among all the churches
of Suzdal is the Nativity of the Virgin
Cathedral, with its large blue domes
encrusted golden stars, crescents of the
moon dating back to the 13th century.
MARVELS OF MOSCOW
Moscow is huge, majestic and
historically significant with numerous
traces of the Soviet-era. Needless
to say, the Red Square should be the
first stop for anyone visiting Moscow.
Here, every inch is history, you can
meet Lenin who lies in state entombed
flanked by guards or you can see the

rare collection of Faberge Easter eggs
in the armoury or gape in wonder at
the diamonds or just go religious at
numerous churches in the Kremlin.
The best way to go around in Moscow
is by the metro, along with nine
million locals who ride it every day. It
is not just a way of travel, it’s a journey
through art and time.
As your journey concludes, the last leg
should be preferably taking a cruise
on the river Moscow. It is quite an
experience to watch anglers cast the
lures and lovers sitting hand-in-hand
below the shadows of one of Stalin’s
seven skyscrapers. It is the perfect
goodbye until the next time.

AVIATION QUIZ
4. In which year did Boeing 747 first enter commercial service?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

TRAVEL TRAIL

IN PURSUIT OF A

BOOK TRAIL
We travel to four cities in India and discover book
markets that every book lover must visit
Words : Gitanjali Prasad

Y

city’s intellectuals and great names
from academia. This is where many of
the city’s most prestigious educational
institutions like Presidency College,
University of Calcutta, Calcutta Medical
College, Sanskrit College, Hindu School
and Hare School are located.

SECOND-HAND BOOK MARKET OF
COLLEGE STREET, KOLKATA
College Street has always drawn the

One of the largest second-hand
book markets in the world and the
largest book market in India, this Boi
Para, with its humble stalls made
of bamboo, tin sheets and wood,
offers browsers and buyers a wealth
of eclectic books. The street houses
some popular regional publishers such
as Ananda Publishers, Dey’s Publishing
and Abhijan Publishers.

ou may wonder that in
times of Kindle who reads
hard copies, but visit these
book markets and you will
have all the reasons to
rethink. Classics, hard-bound, textbooks
and out-of-print copies — every city
has its ever-buzzing book bazaars that
booklovers swear by and say — I will get
my copy from there! We take a tour of
four metros to stroll through their book
markets and discover that physically
holding a book is a magical experience
that an e-book can never match.

A book stall
on College
Street,
Kolkata

College Street in Kolkata has always drawn the
city’s intellectuals and great names from academia

PUBLISHING
IN INDIA
In India, books are
published in 22 languages,
with over 1,00,000 titles
brought out annually. Of
these, 60- 70 per cent are
published in native Indian
languages while the rest
are published in English.
The country’s Englishlanguage book market
is amongst the fastest
growing worldwide.
It may be interesting to
note that publishing in the
country first took-off when
the government restricted
foreign publishers from
publishing in India,
unleashing the talent
and energies of local
publishers. Later, allowing
foreign publishers to
publish in India gave rise
to a new wave of activity
in the publishing industry.
Self-publishing, e-books
and mobile publishing
are some of the recent
innovations.
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Just like the
College Street
in Kolkata, the
Sunday Book
Market in
Dariyaganj is an
integral part of
the city’s ethos

THE OXFORD
BOOKSTORE
Just two years short of
celebrating its centenary
year, the Oxford Book
Store has transformed
from being an iconic
bookstore in Kolkata to
a happening store that
regularly organises
book launches and
discussions on a variety
of topics that include
feminism, language
publishing, translations
and children’s literature.
Owner Priti Paul can
be credited for much of
this dynamism. Oxford
has an impressive list of
authors on its shelves, but
equally significant are the
conversations with authors
for which interested
readers are invited.
Oxford has a children’s
section — Oxford Junior,
and it is the only bookstore
which organises a literary
festival. Its tea boutique or
Cha Bar adds much cheer
to the bookstore.

The Sunday
Book
Market,
Dariyaganj

There are plans to set up India’s First integrated
book mall here with an intent to bring together
publishers, buyers, book shop owners and
booklovers. It is planned over an area of one
million square feet.
The Coffee House on College Street can boast
of Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore,
freedom fighter Subhas Chandra Bose,
renowned filmmaker Satyajit Ray, singer and
musician Manna Dey, economist Amartya Sen,
contemporary filmmakers Mrinal and Aparna
Sen and many others as its regular visitors.
Tourists to the area should make it a point to
sample traditional Bengali sweets as the area
has a host of very high-quality sweet stores
such as Mouchak and Putiram. Their rasogollas
and sandesh are amongst the best the city has
to offer. Street food aficionados can also have
their fill of samosas, kachoris, chops, rolls and
the local version of chow mein.
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SUNDAY BOOK MARKET AT DARIYAGANJ,
DELHI
The literal meaning of Dariyaganj is river trading
post or warehouse, with word dariya referring
to the river Yamuna. Located inside the walled
city of Shahjahanabad in Old Delhi, this thriving
market of second-hand books dates back to
1964. It stretches from Delhi Gate to the edge
of the Red Fort (a two km stretch). Open on
Sundays, when regular shops in the area are
closed, it is a treasure island for magazines and
second-hand books, among a mind-boggling
array of genres. Just like the College Street in
Kolkata, the Sunday Book Market in Dariyaganj is
an integral part of the city’s ethos.
MOORE MARKET, CHENNAI
If you are in Chennai and want to buy a book
at a reasonable price, head to Moore Market.
The market still bears the name of Sir George
Moore who was once the President of the
Madras Corporation. The original market which

INDIA'S OLDEST BOOKSTORES
A tale of book trail in India is incomplete
without a mention of the country’s
oldest bookstores — Higginbotham’s
in Chennai and the much loved, Strand
Bookstore in Mumbai. Each of these,
and many more have helped to provide
the much-needed and appreciated
knowledge and stimulation to Indians of
every age group, over the years!

THE CALCUTTA BOOK FAIR
The Calcutta Book Fair, now called
the International Kolkata Book Fair,
held for many years at Maidan has
been an integral part of the city’s
winter calendar. The footfall of over
two million people is unmatched
anywhere in the world. The Calcutta
Book Fair has inspired book
conventions not only in other cities
in West Bengal but also one like The
World Book Fair in New Delhi.

JAIPUR LITERATURE FESTIVAL
If Woodstock captured the
imagination of one generation of
Americans, the festival created by
celebrated writers Namita Gokhale
and William Dalrymple in association
with Sanjoy Roy, has had a similar
impact on a new generation of
Indians. Celebrating 10 years in 2017,
this Festival, with no entry fee at all,
is now the biggest event of its kind
worldwide.
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If you are hunting for books in South Mumbai, head
to the Flora Fountain — now Hutatma Chowk
Above: The
book market
at Flora
Fountain,
Mumbai
Right: Florafountain and
oriental old
building at
fort area in
Mumbai

was created to house hawkers from
around the Broadway area of Chennai
(then Madras), was designed in the IndoSaracenic style. The new avatar, located
at Park Town in Chennai, is a commercial
building complex. The market was shifted
as the original location was needed for
expansion of the Chennai Central Station.
The new Moore Market does not have
the glitz and glamour of today’s trendy
bookstores, but it gives booklovers an
experience of going around in search of
gems they have been looking for. It may
also give you an opportunity to pick up
an out-of-print treasure that may not be
available anywhere else. According to
some reports, book shop owners here
allow readers to return books and refund
half the amount paid, so it functions
almost like a lending library.
BOOK MARKET AT FLORA FOUNTAIN,
MUMBAI
If you are hunting for books in South
Mumbai, head to the Flora Fountain —
now Hutatma Chowk. And as you do so,
make sure to gaze upon the architectural
beauty of the fountain. The Flora

Fountain, surrounded by vintage British
era buildings, is situated at a Square
where five streets meet. The fountain
depicts the statue of Flora, the Roman
goddess of flowers and spring.
Students, young executives, housewives,
and tourists can all be seen rummaging
for an inexpensive book to read or to gift.
Like all other book markets, the
collection here is truly eclectic and
one could chance upon a rare book on
the Indian freedom movement or on
regional French cuisine. A Harry Potter,
or the latest bestseller, take your pick.

AIU MEMBER

AICTE APPROVED

UGC COMPLAINT

Visit us @ www.kazirangauniversity.in

The KU Advantage

FASHION TRENDS

WARMING UP TO

CASHMERE
After winning the Textiles Environment Design Award for refashioning
the unstitched garment during her masters at Chelsea College of Art
and Design, London, the 23-year old designer, Tanira Sethi crafts an
elegant collection of luxury drapes in Cashmere
Words : Kritika Dhawan

R

e-interpreting the Cashmere fabric
with a contemporary touch, Tanira
Sethi made her debut in fashion
with her label of Cashmere saris,
'Taani' - an eponymous label that
also means warp on the loom.
A believer in German industrial designer
Dieter Rams’ philosophy of ‘as little design as
possible', Tanira believes a “good design is self-
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explanatory, unobtrusive and also a form of
self-expression.”
The Cashmere saris are very minimal and
contemporary in their rendition with a muted
colour story. Her three-tiered collection offers a
range of ultra luxe hand-painted pure woven saris
in Cashmere with a captivating mix of traditional
heritage seamlessly combined with modern art
and the world's first-ever Cashmere lace sari.

FASHION TRENDS

SHORT TAKES

Making something
stylish yet keeping
it warm was the
reason behind picking
Cashmere fabric

Favourite Hobby
Collecting Art

fashion and heritage for my first-ever
collection. So, I combined them to come
up with my debut collection.

Favourite Indian Holiday destination
Kochi
Favourite Read
Saris: Tradition and Beyond
By Rta Kapur Chishti

What are the various elements of the
three-tiered collection?
Inspired by the concept of minimalism,
the line is segmented into three
individual design ideologies. The first one
offers pure woven Cashmere saris, the
second is limited edition hand-painted
saris in Cashmere, and the last is the
world's first-ever Cashmere lace sari
incorporating fine Cashmere lace fabric
woven in France.

Comfort Food
Cheese Fondue
Favourite actor/actress
Too many to name one!
Dream project
Curating an exhibition with the best saris
from different parts of India
Upcoming project
Working on a range of hand-woven
saris in silk

AMAZING FACTS
Despite being only a few
millimetres thick, the soft and
dense material of Cashmere can
keep you warm even at -40 °C.

Original cashmere wool comes in
three colours – grey, brown and
white and is later dyed into a large
range of colours.

The Cashmere material was worn
by noblemen in the Roman Empire.

The Cashmere fibre is one-sixth
times finer than a strand of
human hair.

Early eighteenth century
onwards, Cashmere became
popular among European royal
families and aristocrats.
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Why did you choose Cashmere fabric
for your first-ever collection?
I would often go to weddings in the
winter and see beautiful saris paired with
very unappealing sweaters and shawls
that ruined the beauty of the textile.
That’s when it hit me, why not make
a product that could prevent the cold
and look stylish at the same time. The
thought of making something stylish yet
keeping it warm was the reason behind
picking Cashmere fabric.
What has been your inspiration behind
the launch of Taani?
I was inspired by four things – art, design,

What has been the thought behind
first of its kind Cashmere lace sari?
I came up with this as a concept project
for my under-graduation programme at
NIFT and decided to test the waters by
exhibiting at the BEOPEN Made in India
Samskara exhibition in 2014. When I
received an overwhelming response to the
concept, I decided to experiment more
with it during my masters programme in
London. The further you go from your
country the better you view its design
potential. I became more confident about
exploring the concept of Cashmere lace
saris and to produce it on a larger scale. I
experimented with yarn and fabric, played
around with weaves and colour, edited,
visualised and reconnected it with the
idea of luxury. I am happy that it worked
out so well.

AVIATION QUIZ
5. After Boeing and Airbus, who are the third and forth biggest airplane manufacturers?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

CURRENT AFFAIRS SPORTS

TYMAL MILLS
England

BEN
STOKES

T NATARAJAN

England

India

UPCOMING STARS OF

IPL 2017

The 10th outing of the tournament is all set to kick off on April 6 and is making
headlines with expensive buys like Ben Stokes and Tymal Mills, but we shouldn’t
undermine fresh domestic talents looking to make a mark in IPL 2017
Words : Shibaji Roychoudhury

B

e it Brendon McCullum’s
cracking knock (158 runs
in 73 balls) against Royal
Challengers
Bangalore
(RCB) in the first ever Indian
Premier League match back in 2007
or Chris Gayle in 2013, smashing Pune
Warriors India bowlers all over the park
(175 runs in 66 balls), it has been a decade
of fireworks on the field and this year
promises to continue the same tradition.
Here are 6 players to lookout for in this
year’s IPL:
1. BEN STOKES: ENGLAND
English all-rounder and this year’s highest
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sold player, Ben Stokes, is expected to be
the biggest talent to look out for in this
year’s league. Rising Pune Supergiants
paid `14.5 crore to get this hard-hitting
Englishman into their squad. In fact,
it is also the highest sum paid for any
international player in IPL’s history and
only second to the highest ever paid by
Delhi Daredevils - `16 crore for Yuvraj
Singh in 2015.
Stokes was highly in demand despite
the fact that he will not be available for
either the playoffs or the final because
of his international commitments due to
his performances in the last 18 months.
Especially during the recent tour of

India, the big-hitting all-rounder made
rapid strides in spite of team England’s
abysmal show. Stokes scored two halfcenturies and took five wickets in the
three one-day internationals played
in 2016.
2. TYMAL MILLS: ENGLAND
Another Englishman, 24-year-old
Tymal Mills, was bought by RCB for
a whopping `12 crore. The left-arm
paceman bowls regularly at 145 kmph
and is particularly popular for his
change of pace delivery that has foxed
many batsmen at the international
level. This could turnout to be a big
season for Mills as he will be bowling

IPL QUIRKY FACTS
with experienced Australian fast bowlers
such as Mitchell Starc and Shane Watson.
3. RASHID KHAN: AFGHANISTAN
Possibly the biggest story of the IPL 2017
auction in February was Afghani legspinner Rashid Khan bought by Sunrisers
Hyderabad for a remarkable `4 crore.
This will be the first time that Afghani
international cricketers will play in IPL. The
19-year-old leg-break specialist has only
twenty one T20 international caps under
his belt but has taken 31 wickets with a
phenomenal bowling average of 16.06,
according to an agency report. Sunrisers
Hyderabad has also bought his teammate
and Afghani all-rounder Mohammad Nabi
for `30 lakh.
4. T NATARAJAN: INDIA
Much like every year, a number of known
names among the domestic players are
expected to shine, such as Virat Kohli,
Suresh Raina, Mohammed Shami, etc.,
but one name, T Natarajan, has claimed
both headlines and Kings XI Punjab’s
auction budget after being bought for
`3 crore, quite a high amount for an
unknown domestic talent. Natarajan
came into limelight for his outstanding
performance in the Ranji Trophy 2016
and the inaugural Tamil Nadu Premier
League. Known for death-over bowling,
he is extremely accurate with his yorkers
and is expected to be a huge asset for
KXIP in the upcoming season.
5. K GOWTHAM: INDIA
This Karnataka all-rounder was bought
by Mumbai Indians for `2 crore as he
was the highest wicket-taker for the
State’s Ranji team in the year 2016/17
with 18 wickets. The off-spinner has been
trained by legendary Indian spin maestro
Erapalli Prasanna and could prove a lethal
asset for Mumbai Indians while bowling
alongside team captain Harbhajan Singh.
6. ANIKET CHOUDHARY: INDIA
Virat Kohli’s latest pace weapon,
Rajasthan speedster Aniket Choudhary
was also bought for `2 crore. RCB already
has three world-class fast bowlers like
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ADAM GILCHRIST
Surprisingly, Gilchrist has the best
bowling figures in IPL. In his last IPL
match, he bowled just one ball and took
the wicket of Harbhajan Singh.

GAUTAM GAMBHIR
Gambhir has both most number of
fifties and most ducks in IPL — 11
ducks and 26 fifties.

ASHOK DINDA
Dinda has played for 4 franchises but every
single time the respective franchise ended
up in the bottom four.

DALE STEYN
In 2013, Steyn bowled 212 dot balls,
highest by any bowler in IPL history. In
total, he bowled 407 balls in that season,
more than 50% dot balls.

The league is a
perfect platform
for international
cricketers to
partner with their
contemporaries
Mitchell Starc, Shane Watson and Tymal
Mills, but due to the 4-international
players per match restriction, it is hard
to imagine that all three of these players
will get to play together. So, having a
young and quick domestic paceman is
the perfect remedy. The left-arm fast
bowler was recently in news when he
took 4 wickets for the India A team
against Bangladesh in a warm-up game
in February 2017.
OPPORTUNITIES GALORE
The league is a perfect platform for
international cricketers to partner with
their contemporaries while burying
hatchets of rivalry. However, for
domestic talents, who have not had
the opportunity to play for the national
team, this tournament has been the
biggest boon of all. They are getting a
chance to face the world’s best both on
the field and in the dressing room.
In fact, performances in this tournament
have more often then not got domestic
players a spot in the national team.
The biggest example of that is the
current Indian Captain Virat Kohli, who
was selected into the team after his
breakthrough batting for RCB in the first
IPL held in 2007.
This year, however, on the occasion of its
10th outing, in addition to foreign talents
and billions that teams have spent to
acquire them, there are quite a few fresh
domestic names for spectators to watch
out for.

PEOPLE PERSONALITY

USTAD AMJAD ALI KHAN

MELODY OF STRINGS
An enigmatic musician, a diligent student, commemorated with several Indian
and global awards, sarod maestro Ustad Amjad Ali Khan tells you about his
six decade-long musical journey
Words : Shailaja Khanna

A

t the age of 6, Amjad Ali
Khan gave his first recital
of Sarod. Since then there
has been no looking back.
A living legend and the
finest sarod player in the world, he is
as charismatic now as he was when
he first stormed the music world in
late 1960s. Excerpts from an interview:
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Share your childhood memories
associated with the city of Gwalior.
My forefathers were court musicians in
Gwalior where the Scindias ruled. As a
young boy, I had the honour of playing
in the Gwalior Palace with my father a
few times on special occasions, like the
time former Indian President Dr Rajendra
Prasad first visited Gwalior, Marshal

Tito’s visit and when the President of
Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh, visited Gwalior.
All these performances took place in
the year 1954-55. My tabla guru Pandit
Raghuvar Prasad’s son Sachin Lall Bhatt,
now a dhrupad singer of MP, used to
accompany me on tabla.

sarod player of his time. His presence was
a must in every music festival of India.
He travelled a lot during my early years
of training. In his abscence, my uncle
and my eldest step-brother Mubarak Ali
Khan Saheb used to train me.
Which concerts do you consider as the
most memorable in your career?
At the age of six, my guru and the family
members accepted an invitation from
Victoria College of Gwalior. That was my
first experience on stage. Amongst my
memorable concerts, I still remember
receiving the Tansen award in Gwalior.

What role did your family play in the
evolution of sarod?
Abba (Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan) had told us
about how my great-great-grandfather
Ghulam Bandagi Khan Bangash, a soldier
and equestrian, came from Afghanistan
and found employment in the army of
the Maharaja of Rewa, a great patron of
music and himself a skilled musician too.
He had many talented musicians in his
court. My great-great-grandfather had a
small Rabab (national music instrument
of Afghanistan) with him because music
was his hobby. His son Ghulam Ali Khan
also learnt a little from Ustads Pyar
Khan Saheb and Jafar Khan Saheb, both
Rabab players and descendants of Mian
Tansen. He modified this rather difficult
instrument (the Rabab) into what we now
know as Sarod. He became a musician at
the Gwalior court and that occupation
continued for the next three generations.
The house I was born in Gwalior is at
present known as Sarod Ghar (house of the
sarod). It houses all the old instruments
of my forefathers including the sarod
that I used to play during my childhood.
Many great maestros have donated their
forefather’s instruments to our museum.
Every year we have been honouring great
musicians from India and abroad with the
Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan Award.

Another unusual concert was when
I was 25 years old, I played the entire
night alone at Kalamandir, Kolkata,
from 9 pm to 7 am with just two
intervals. There were two tabla players,
in the first half Pandit Kishan Maharaj
played and the second half was played
by Ustad Karamatullah Khan Saheb. My
second overnight concert took place at
Rabindra Sadan in the year 1977 when
my wife Subhalakshmiji was expecting
Amaan and she stayed back for the
whole event.

“I was not a child
prodigy; I had to work
hard and struggle to play
the sarod”

Who groomed you during your early
years in music?
Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan Saheb, my guru and
father, was the most respected and loved

1

INTERESTING FACTS
Ustad Amjad Ali Khan has
played at WOMAD festivals in
New Zealand and the UK, with a
memorable late-night Siam Stage
session with world renowned
cellist Matthew Barley.

2

He's the sixth-generation
sarod player in his family,
and his ancestors have
developed and shaped
the instrument over two
hundred years.

3

His wife, Subhalakshmi,
is an accomplished artiste
having studied Bharat
Natyam under the direct
tutelage of Rukmini Devi
Arundale of Kalakshetra.

You have played some memorable
jugalbandis with eminent artistes. Any
favourites?
I am very happy and honoured that I
have played duets with some of the
legendary Indian musicians. Some of my
favourite moments have been performing
with the likes of Dr Balamurali Krishna,
Lalgudi Jayraman, Emony Shanker
Sastry, Mysore Doraiswamy Iyengar,
MSD Gopalakrishnan, Dr L Subramanian,
Kunnakudi Vaidyanathan, Ustad Bismillah
Khan, Pandit VG Jog, Ustad Rais Khan,
Ustad Imrat Khan and even with legendary
Ustad Vilayat Khan Saheb, privately, in
Kolkata and Dehradun.

4

He is also one of the living legends who
was honoured by declaring April 20, 1984
as Amjad Ali Khan day by the Governor
of Massachusetts. He has been invited to
perform at several world stages including
the Noble Prize ceremony.
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PHOTO FRAMES

BLACK

CONTOURS

There's something striking about silhouette pictures. A unique creation of
the lens, they stand out in any album due to their simplicity and the story
they convey. Their beauty lies in the fact that they don't give viewers a clear
picture but leave part of the image up to their imagination. Here's a glimpse
at the various moods captured in contrast of the dark and light
Photos: Omkar Sakpal

GOLDEN HUES
A crowd of people on
a beach watching the
changing colours of the sun
before it disappears behind
the horizon
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HAJI ALI DARGAH

A spectacular view of
the Haji Ali Dargah from
between the branches
and leaves of a tree
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PHOTO FRAMES

A PALATIAL VIEW
The iconic domes of the
Taj Mahal Palace & Tower
located adjacent to the
Gateway of India in Mumbai

MUMBAI'S SKYLINE
The high-rise buildings
of India's financial and
commercial capital form a
majestic skyline
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LINE OF SIGHT
A Great Blue
Heron gazes below
from its perch at
the break of dawn

CHANGING WINDS

Pics credit: Shutterstock

A breathtaking sight of
wind turbines against
the backdrop of an
evening sky

PHOTO FRAMES
WONDER OF
THE WORLD
The symbol of love
looks mesmerising
as the sun sets on
this picturesque
Indian gem

ALONG THE JOURNEY
A traveller with his camel
halts for a moment to enjoy the
sunset in the vast desert
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LEISURE GREEN TALK

GREEN HABITAT

As we inch towards living a more wholesome and healthy life, it’s time to give
an extra thought to the spaces that we create, live and work in
Words : Pooja Kulkarni

I

ndia is not new to the concept
of green establishments. In fact,
the Indian Green Building Council
(IGBC), a leading green building
movement in the country, was
formed in the year 2001 with an intent to
enable a sustainable built environment
for all. Real estate developers, architects
and planners too have been harping on
the advantages of green building and
focusing on developing environmentfriendly dwellings over the recent years.
Yet, there are many who haven’t still
explored the idea of having home and
office spaces that are energy efficient,
generate less waste and are made from
natural resources.
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We give you a basic know-how on green
building and how it helps us in living a
quality life while busting some common
myths surrounding it in the process.
WHAT IS GREEN BUILDING?
To start with, green building doesn’t
literally
mean
green
coloured
constructions or just a building that
doesn’t affect the environment
adversely. As per the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (US
EPA), ‘green building is the practice of
creating constructions and procedures
that are environmentally responsible
and resource efficient throughout
their life-span’. Nilanjan Bhowal, a

Clean air,
water, and a
livable climate
are inalienable
human rights
Leonardo DiCaprio

LEISURE GREEN TALK

ONE HORIZON
CENTRE
The Vistara office, situated on
the 10th floor of the One Horizon
Centre, is a perfect example
of how green spaces can be
functional yet chic. The space
blends comfort with practicality
and cost effectiveness. The first
thing that strikes you here is
the lack of cabins or the ‘open
office’ culture. All colleagues,
including the management team,
sit alongside each other creating
comfort in operations.
There is abundant natural light
in the office with windows on
all sides. There are ‘huddle
areas’ at measured distances
and these open meeting spaces
encourage groups to get together
for quick discussions. Meeting
rooms located in front of the
seating bays enable employees
to promptly enter and exit
meetings. Two breakout areas
allow employees to take short
breaks. The cafeteria also has
a plasma screen apart from the
three screens placed inside
the office, which sports bright,
soothing colours on pillars and
light bearings, against a serene,
white backdrop.
The One Horizon Centre has
been designed with the highest
sustainable design features. The
dual-pane high-performance
glass lets in natural light, cuts
heat and noise. Chillers with
Variable Frequency Drives
(VFDs) optimise chilled water
flow thereby reducing operating
costs. VAV boxes in HVAC system
optimise air flow and minimise
operating costs. Energy demand
is met through natural gas based
power source and there is almost
14% reduction in energy demand.
CO2 sensors ensure healthy
levels of fresh air indoors.
External AHUs with UV filtration
prevent infiltration of harmful
microbes into the on-floor air
conditioning systems.

(Left) Roofs
with solar
panels;
(Right) A bio
wall

Delhi-based architect, known for his
green projects, says, “It's not just about
green designs but building region and
context specific schemes with response
to nature. For sustainability they have
to be energy efficient, reduce wastage
and consumption. Extra thought is given
to the material used, which has to be
nature-friendly. The use of engineered
material is minimised in green building.”

Major benefits include reduced wastage
of water, better air and water quality,
low operating costs, improved occupant
productivity, health and comfort, minimal
strain on local infrastructure and refined
life quality. Green building facilitates
conservation of natural resources,
protects biodiversity and ecosystems, and
creates a market for green product and
services.

An ideal green project retains most of the
natural environment around the project
site without disrupting the land, water,
resources and energy in and around the
place. In one of Bhowal’s projects in Kashmir,
the Lidder river has been incorporated in the
site for ornamentation purpose. Talking
about it, Bhowal adds, “As the land that
we were working on was right next to the
Lidder river, we decided to divert the river
throughout the property in the form of
canals. These canals that form little pools
all over the vicinity finally join back to the
main river. The soothing sound of water is
heard everywhere in between the buildings,
rooms and restaurants. We have also
created waterfalls using the river water.”

COMMON MYTHS BUSTED
Contrary to popular belief, green
buildings are cost-effecient while also
look good. Bhowal says, “People have
this misconception that energy efficient
buildings are expensive, mundane and
don’t look that great. But using low cost
material and minimalist things can also
produce a beautiful result. For example,
exposed bricks, recycled wood, recycled
steel, thatched roofs, pebbles, stones,
bamboo, mud, cane, natural lighting,
water screens, greenery, etc., can create
breathtaking visuals.”

ADVANTAGES OF GOING GREEN
Benefits of green building are countless
as it is designed in a way that reduces the
hazardous impact on environment and
human health.

While going green may cost you a bit more
initially, as green materials and products
can be steeper due to their exclusivity, it
is important that you weigh the multiple
benefits of investing in a green property
before making a decision. As the saying
goes, ‘You build a house only once, so you
must make it worth living’.

IN FOCUS

DOSE OF SPIRITUALITY AND

ADVENTURE
Rishikesh is a city that welcomes you with open arms and creates an
instant sense of belonging in your mind, no matter where you come from

T

here is a deep sense of calm
in the air of Rishikesh. The
endearing vibe of the city,
perched at the foothills of the
Himalayas in Uttarakhand,
catches with you as soon as you step on
its soil. You are greeted with the sight of
placid green waters of the holy Ganges
flowing tenderly through the heart of the
city. As you proceed towards the interiors
of the town, you pass popular landmarks
like the Ram Jhula, Laxman Jhula and
Triveni Ghat. These sacred spots fill you
with an urge to question your spirituality
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quotient and sets off an innate desire
within you to explore this exquisite space
on earth.
THRILL ALL THE WAY
Rishikesh, which is considered a gateway
to the Char Dham (Gangotri, Yamunotri,
Badrinath and Kedarnath) pilgrimage,
offers more than just spirituality and
religious dynamics. There are mountains
and rivers where you can trek, camp,
cycle or indulge in adventure sports like
river rafting, kayaking or bungee jumping.
Shivpuri to Rishikesh and Brahmpuri to

Rishikesh have the most exciting rapids
for rafting, while for bungee jumping,
Jumping Heights located in Mohan Chatti
Village lends the best experience.
MYSTIC TOUCH
Rishikesh houses many mystical ashrams
like that of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi called
The Beatles Ashram, where members of
the 1960's famed English rock band, The
Beatles, stayed and spent time to learn
transcendental meditation. It is believed
that after their visit, Rishikesh sprung into
limelight across the globe as a spiritual

IN FOCUS

SOME MUST-VISIT
SPOTS IN RISHIKESH

LAXMAN JHULA
An iron suspension bridge over
the Ganga, Laxman Jhula is 450ft
long and offers a panoramic view
of the city.

NEELKANTH
MAHADEV TEMPLE
At 32km from Rishikesh, this is
one of the most famous temples
of lord Shiva in India.
The Little Buddha Cafe

VASHISHTHA CAVE
This ancient cave has a Shivlinga
and Swami Purshottamanand
Ashram.

MUNI KI RETI
A land where sages used to
meditate, the place is home to
several temples, ashrams and
meditation centres.

BYASI
Byasi is 30km from Rishikesh and
offers river rafting experience
and camping facilities on the
banks of river Ganga.
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Rishikesh is a
renowned center
for studying yoga
and meditation
hub attracting international tourists in
large numbers. Today, this holy city is a
renowned center for studying yoga and
meditation for Indians and foreigners
alike. Also, spa therapies available here
are world-class.
WESTERN INFLUENCE
The impact of westerners frequenting
this quaint Indian city is evident in its
ethos. The modish restaurants and cafes
located in the market around the Ram
Jhula and Laxman Jhula area, dish up the
tastiest vegetarian preparations that are
influenced by world cuisine. The Little
Buddha Cafe, German Bakery, Tatva
Cafe, The Beatles Cafe or the Chotiwala
restaurant are few of the famous ones

that attract Indian and foreign tourists
alike. Shopping areas here are similar to
Goa's flea markets where one can source
trendy indo-western apparels and
accessories. You can pick aromatic oils,
lotions, scrubs, packs, incense sticks,
tonics, etc., which are available in their
purest form.
DIVINE CONNECT
For those who want to visit Rishikesh for
spiritual purpose, attending the Ganga
Aarti at sunset on the banks of the holy
river is a surreal experience. Triveni Ghat
is the most revered sacred spot for
the Maha Aarti, followed by Parmarth
Niketan Temple. The cacophony created
by the mass chanting of bhajans, beating
of the drums and the spectacle of people
floating oil lamps on leaf boats in the
Ganges, soothes your soul. Hundreds of
devotees also take a dip in the holy water
of the Ganga with the belief that it will
purify their souls.
Rishikesh is not just an exotic location
for a holiday, but it is a place that will
touch your soul and make you want to
come back.

TAROT

MONTHLY FORECAST
aries

leo

sagittarius

Mar 21 - Apr 19

July 23 - Aug 22

Nov 22 - Dec 21

Savings will make you financially stronger.
Promotional prospects may come your
way and you will make extra efforts to fix a
meeting. Someone in family may face health
issues.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

Overcome envy and you will be a better
person. Take one step at a time in
establishing yourself in a new organisation.
Social scene is encouraging.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: White

You will find a better way of handling a
task. Good time with someone is indicated.
Buyers and sellers may need to stabilise
themselves. Avoid over-exercising.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Lemon

taurus

virgo

capricorn

Apr 20 - May 20

Aug 23 - Sep 22

Dec 22 - Jan 19

Praise from someone you admire will make
you feel good. Family life will improve. Try to
finish whatever is given on the academic front.
Creative individuals may need to go all out to
gain success.
Lucky Number: 9
Lucky Colour: Purple

Time for an image makeover! Things on the
professional front remain favourable. Don’t
be hasty in property investment. Spend
quality time with family. Romance is in the
air.
Lucky Number: 12
Lucky Colour: Orange

Landing a well-paying job may become
reality. On social front you achieve much,
but something may pull your spirit. You
manage to bring yourself in saving mode.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Coffee

gemini

libra

aquarius

May 21 - June 20

Sep 23 - Oct 22

Jan 20 - Feb 18

Open up in front of anyone carefully. You are
likely to get good exposure in new things.
Confusion at work will be resolved. Focus on
getting fit. Domestic front will be bright.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Electric Blue

You will reap the benefits of remaining in
touch with people. Treat a minor ailment
before it gets aggravated. Lover is likely to
surprise you.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Dark Slate Grey

A task that interests you on the professional
front is likely to come your way. Expect a
good time with lover. You take up socialising
in a big way. Domestic front is peaceful.
Lucky Number: 11
Lucky Colour: Baby Pink

cancer

scorpio

pisces

June 21 - July 22

Oct 23 - Nov 21

Feb 19 - Mar 20

Health will improve with a change in lifestyle.
Your eye for detail will become your prized
possession on the academic front. You are
likely to leave your mark in a business deal.
Lucky Number: 3
Lucky Colour: Beige

Keep the right attitude to face a difficult
phase. New challenges will bring out the best
in you. Someone may become a good friend.
Health matters need priority, so don’t neglect.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Crimson

You will invest in a good financial scheme.
Romance will reach new heights. Health
conscious people will discover new route
to fitness. On the academic front, an
experienced colleague will help you.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Sandy Brown

MANISHA KOUSHIK, TAROT CARD READER
The specific arrangement of planets and stars at the time of your birth makes you unique. Celebrity tarot card reader, numerologist, vaastu and fengshui
expert Manisha Koushik gives an insight into what the month ahead has in store for each Sun sign. For details visit: www.askmanisha.com
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Vistara signs
codeshare
agreement with
its parent
brand SIA

Know more
about products
and services
onboard
Vistara

Get an insight
into the
Boarding Pass
Exclusive offers
this month

The fastest
rewarding
Frequent Flyer
Program
is here

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

PARTNERING WITH

THE BEST

In a span of two years since its inception, Vistara has become the most appreciated
premium airline in India. With two new destinations added to our extensive network, we
are constantly exploring fresh initiatives for an unmatched customer experience

V

istara has carved a special
niche in people’s minds
with our consistency in
service and operational
excellence, and the extra
mile we go to ensure that our products
and services are none but the best in
Indian skies. As we foray into the new
financial year, and a new phase of growth,
we are confident that our meticulous
attention to these very basics will propel
our growth trajectory further.
Among
the
many
momentous
developments that kept Vistara in the
limelight was the signing of Vistara’s
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first codeshare agreement with our
parent brand Singapore Airlines (SIA),
and with its regional subsidiary SilkAir.
Under the agreement, SIA has added its
‘SQ’ designator code to Vistara-operated
flights beyond Mumbai and New Delhi to
10 destinations within India. SilkAir will
add its ‘MI’ designator code to Vistaraoperated flights beyond Bengaluru and
Kolkata to six destinations within India.
Members of SIA’s and Vistara’s frequent
flyer programmes, KrisFlyer and Club
Vistara, can also enjoy additional tier
benefits as a result of the new codeshare
partnership. The codeshare agreement
is Vistara’s first with another airline

group, as well as SIA’s and SilkAir’s first
with an India-based domestic carrier.
Customers booked on any of the classes
on Singapore Airlines and SilkAir will find
an equally charming experience when
they travel within India, given Vistara’s
service and operational excellence.
Yet another partnership that will further
strengthen our standards of operations
and service, we signed a 5-year long
agreement with the Airbus Group to
provide training services to Vistara pilots
for the A320 type aircraft. As India gears
up to become the world’s third largest
aviation market, it is imperative to have

adequate world-class training facilities
to ensure a steady pipeline of proficient
pilots. This partnership underlines our
uncompromising commitment to uphold
our operational excellence.

Vistara was
awarded the Best
Emerging Airline
by the Pacific Area
Travel Writers
Association at the
globally renowned
travel and
tourism event ITB
Berlin 2017

The icing on the cake was Vistara being
awarded the Best Emerging Airline by the
Pacific Area Travel Writers Association
(PATWA) at the globally renowned travel
and tourism event ITB Berlin 2017. This
award is given to organisations which
have excelled in the promotion of tourism
from different sectors of the travel
trade such as aviation and hotels, and is
Vistara’s first International award!
It is not all work and no play for us
at Vistara. Last month there was
a lot of gaiety in office as all of us
celebrated International Women’s Day,
launching another industry-first service,
#VistaraWomanFlyer, for solo women
travellers. The new service enabled
women travelling alone with an array of
amenities such as assigning seats based

on their preference, and also providing
baggage and transport assistance on
arrival, giving them a sense of safety and
comfort. Taking the celebrations a notch
higher, we additionally arranged for a
fun-filled all-women familiarisation trip
for media and trade partners to Amritsar
from Delhi and Mumbai to experience the
unmatched hospitality of Vistara.
Holi holds a very special place in India’s
heart and is a time for people to come
together and celebrate with their loved
ones. Vistara decided to make Holi a
memorable affair and announced an
attractive eight day Holi sale with fares
starting from `999 all-in to some of
India’s favourite holiday destinations such
as Goa, Port Blair, Leh (Ladakh), Jammu,
Srinagar, Kochi including metro cities like
Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata.
As we further enhance our product and
service portfolio, augment our network
and come up with innovative new ways to
make your travel seamless and delightful,
fasten your seatbelts for the joyride!
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Flight Schedule
Origin

Ahmedabad

Amritsar

Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Delhi

0

UK 946

8:45

10:25

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 966

20:35

22:10

Daily

—

Bengaluru

1

UK 813

15:10

20:05

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 813

15:10

16:25

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

UK 736

16:15

18:50

Daily

—

Bagdogra

Ahmedabad

1

UK 969

15:10

20:00

Daily

—

Bagdogra

Delhi

0

UK 969

15:10

17:25

Daily

—

Bagdogra

2

UK 868

6:50

14:25

123456

—

Delhi

0

UK 797

10:10

13:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 836

20:20

23:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 868

6:50

9:25

123456

—

Guwahati

1

UK 868

6:50

12:45

123456

—

Guwahati

1

UK 838

10:00

14:30

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

UK 838

10:00

12:40

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

UK 898

20:45

23:25

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 760

21:35

23:55

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 786

8:45

11:00

12345

—

Delhi

0

UK 879

15:20

16:20

Daily

—

Hyderabad

1

UK 879

15:20

19:25

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

0

UK 959

6:35

8:10

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

0

UK 969

18:20

20:00

Daily

—

Amritsar

0

UK 994

13:25

14:35

Daily

—

Bagdogra

1

UK 868

10:15

14:25

Daily

—

Bengaluru

0

UK 811

6:45

9:25

123456

—

Bengaluru

0

UK 813

17:20

20:05

Daily

—

Bengaluru

0

UK 849

20:25

23:15

123457

—

Bengaluru

0

UK 849

20:25

23:15

6

—

Bhubaneswar

0

UK 709

6:00

8:10

12345

—

Bhubaneswar

0

UK 781

18:50

21:00

Daily

—

Chandigarh

0

UK 830

13:45

14:40

Daily

—

Goa

0

UK 865

22:50

1:20

457

From 13th April

Goa

0

UK 847

11:10

13:45

Daily

—

Goa

0

UK 855

9:00

11:40

67

—

Guwahati

0

UK 868

10:15

12:45

Daily

—

Hyderabad

0

UK 829

7:35

9:50

67

Till 14th April

Hyderabad

0

UK 829

7:10

9:25

12345

—

Hyderabad

0

UK 879

17:10

19:25

Daily

—

Hyderabad

0

UK 899

13:05

15:20

Daily

—

Bengaluru

Bhubaneswar

Chandigarh

Delhi
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Jammu

1

UK 799

7:15

10:05

Daily

—

Kochi

0

UK 885

13:40

16:55

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

UK 719

20:20

22:30

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

UK 747

7:20

9:35

Daily

—
—

Leh

0

UK 701

7:30

9:10

67

Lucknow

0

UK 970

11:40

12:45

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

UK 963

12:50

14:55

67

From 15th April

Mumbai

0

UK 963

8:45

11:10

67

Till 14th April

Origin

Delhi

Goa

Guwahati

Hyderabad

Jammu
Kochi

Kolkata

Leh
Lucknow

Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Mumbai

0

UK 933

15:15

17:25

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

UK 943

7:30

9:45

12345

—

Mumbai

0

UK 955

17:45

20:05

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

UK 963

8:45

11:10

12345

—

Mumbai

0

UK 975

5:55

8:05

123456

—

Mumbai

0

UK 977

19:00

21:05

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

UK 981

21:20

23:25

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

UK 983

11:40

13:50

6

—

Mumbai

0

UK 983

11:40

13:50

12345

—

Mumbai

0

UK 995

10:20

12:25

Daily

—

Port Blair

0

UK 771

4:40

8:20

67

From 15th April

Port Blair

1

UK 747

7:20

12:30

Daily

—

Pune

0

UK 720

10:15

12:30

123457

—

Pune

0

UK 991

17:25

19:30

6

—

Pune

0

UK 991

17:25

19:30

123457

—

Srinagar

0

UK 717

8:30

9:55

67

From 15th April

Srinagar

0

UK 743

16:05

17:35

123457

—

Srinagar

0

UK 743

16:05

17:35

6

—

Srinagar

0

UK 799

7:15

8:35

67

—

Srinagar

0

UK 799

7:15

8:35

12345

—

Delhi

0

UK 856

12:15

15:00

67

—

Delhi

0

UK 884

14:15

17:05

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 864

1:55

4:35

156

From 14th April

Bagdogra

0

UK 868

13:20

14:25

Daily

—

Bengaluru

1

UK 897

15:05

19:35

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

UK 897

15:05

16:20

Daily

—

Chandigarh

1

UK 830

10:25

14:40

67

Till 14th April

Chandigarh

1

UK 830

10:05

14:40

12345

—

Delhi

0

UK 830

10:25

12:45

67

Till 14th April

Delhi

0

UK 830

10:05

12:30

12345

—

Delhi

0

UK 858

16:00

18:15

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 870

20:00

22:15

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 714

10:45

12:20

67

—

Delhi

0

UK 714

10:45

12:20

12345

—

Delhi

0

UK 824

17:35

21:05

Daily

—

Bengaluru

0

UK 843

6:40

9:15

Daily

—

Bengaluru

0

UK 897

17:05

19:35

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 720

7:10

9:25

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 778

16:55

19:25

Daily

—

Guwahati

0

UK 838

13:20

14:30

Daily

—

Port Blair

0

UK 747

10:15

12:30

Daily

—

Pune

0

UK 985

0:30

3:00

Daily

—

Pune

1

UK 720

7:10

12:30

123457

—

Delhi

0

UK 766

9:45

11:10

67

—

Delhi

0

UK 933

13:20

14:30

Daily

—

Mumbai

1

UK 933

13:20

17:25

Daily

—
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Origin

Mumbai

Port Blair

Pune

Srinagar

Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Amritsar

0

UK 735

13:10

15:40

Daily

—

Amritsar

1

UK 994

10:25

14:35

12345

—

Delhi

0

UK 902

15:45

18:05

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 930

7:30

9:35

123456

—

Delhi

0

UK 940

19:30

21:40

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 944

14:30

16:40

6

—

Delhi

0

UK 944

14:30

16:40

12345

—

Delhi

0

UK 950

21:50

0:05

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 970

8:45

11:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 988

20:45

22:50

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 994

10:25

12:40

12345

—
—

Delhi

0

UK 996

18:30

20:40

Daily

Lucknow

1

UK 970

8:45

12:45

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 772

9:00

12:45

67

From 15th April

Delhi

1

UK 778

13:10

19:25

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

UK 778

13:10

15:50

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 992

20:10

22:20

6

—

Delhi

0

UK 992

20:10

22:20

123457

—
—

Delhi

0

UK 998

13:10

15:25

123457

Kolkata

0

UK 986

3:40

6:20

Daily

—

Delhi

0

UK 713

10:30

12:10

67

From 15th April

Delhi

0

UK 744

18:10

19:35

123457

—

Delhi

0

UK 744

18:10

19:35

6

—

Jammu

0

UK 799

9:15

10:05

67

—

Jammu

0

UK 799

9:15

10:05

12345

—

Connecting Flights
Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival 1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Lucknow

946

970

8:45

10:25

1:15

11:40

12:45

4:00

Daily

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Amritsar

946

994

8:45

10:25

3:00

13:25

14:35

5:50

Daily

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Chandigarh

946

830

8:45

10:25

3:20

13:45

14:40

5:55

Daily

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Srinagar

946

743

8:45

10:25

5:40

16:05

17:35

8:50

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Hyderabad

813

879

15:10

16:25

0:45

17:10

19:25

4:15

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Pune

813

991

15:10

16:25

1:00

17:25

19:30

4:20

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

955

15:10

16:25

1:20

17:45

20:05

4:55

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

813

969

15:10

16:25

1:55

18:20

20:00

4:50

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

813

781

15:10

16:25

2:25

18:50

21:00

5:50

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

977

15:10

16:25

2:35

19:00

21:05

5:55

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Kolkata

813

719

15:10

16:25

3:55

20:20

22:30

7:20

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Bengaluru

813

849

15:10

16:25

4:00

20:25

23:15

8:05

Daily

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

981

15:10

16:25

4:55

21:20

23:25

8:15

Daily

Bagdogra

Delhi

Mumbai

969

977

15:10

17:25

1:35

19:00

21:05

5:55

Daily

Bagdogra

Delhi

Mumbai

969

981

15:10

17:25

3:55

21:20

23:25

8:15

Daily

Bengaluru

Delhi

Chandigarh

797

830

10:10

13:00

0:45

13:45

14:40

4:30

Daily

Bengaluru

Delhi

Lucknow

868

970

6:50

9:25

2:15

11:40

12:45

5:55

123456

Bengaluru

Delhi

Srinagar

797

743

10:10

13:00

3:05

16:05

17:35

7:25

Daily

Bengaluru

Delhi

Amritsar

868

994

6:50

9:25

4:00

13:25

14:35

7:45

123456

Bengaluru

Delhi

Chandigarh

868

830

6:50

9:25

4:20

13:45

14:40

7:50

123456

Bengaluru

Delhi

Srinagar

868

743

6:50

9:25

6:40

16:05

17:35

10:45

123456

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Amritsar

786

994

8:45

11:00

2:25

13:25

14:35

5:50

12345

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Chandigarh

786

830

8:45

11:00

2:45

13:45

14:40

5:55

12345

98 | Vistara | April 2017

Period

Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival 1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Srinagar

786

743

8:45

11:00

5:05

16:05

17:35

8:50

12345

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bengaluru

879

813

15:20

16:20

1:00

17:20

20:05

4:45

Daily

Chandigarh

Delhi

Pune

879

991

15:20

16:20

1:05

17:25

19:30

4:10

Daily

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

955

15:20

16:20

1:25

17:45

20:05

4:45

Daily

Chandigarh

Delhi

Ahmedabad

879

969

15:20

16:20

2:00

18:20

20:00

4:40

Daily

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

879

781

15:20

16:20

2:30

18:50

21:00

5:40

Daily

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

977

15:20

16:20

2:40

19:00

21:05

5:45

Daily

Chandigarh

Delhi

Kolkata

879

719

15:20

16:20

4:00

20:20

22:30

7:10

Daily

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bengaluru

879

849

15:20

16:20

4:05

20:25

23:15

7:55

Daily

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

981

15:20

16:20

5:00

21:20

23:25

8:05

Daily

Delhi

Guwahati

Kolkata

868

897

10:15

12:45

2:20

15:05

16:20

6:05

Daily

Delhi

Kolkata

Guwahati

747

838

7:20

9:35

3:45

13:20

14:30

7:10

Daily

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

864

799

1:55

4:35

2:40

7:15

8:35

6:40

156

From 14th

Goa

Delhi

Leh

864

701

1:55

4:35

2:55

7:30

9:10

7:15

6

From 14th

Goa

Delhi

Guwahati

864

868

1:55

4:35

5:40

10:15

12:45

10:50

156

From 14th

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

864

717

1:55

4:35

3:55

8:30

9:55

8:00

6

From 15th

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

856

743

12:15

15:00

1:05

16:05

17:35

5:20

67

April
April
April
April
Guwahati

Bagdogra

Delhi

868

969

13:20

14:25

0:45

15:10

17:25

4:05

Daily

Hyderabad

Delhi

Amritsar

830

994

10:25

12:45

0:40

13:25

14:35

4:10

67

Till 14th April

Hyderabad

Delhi

Srinagar

830

743

10:25

12:45

3:20

16:05

17:35

7:10

67

Till 14th April

Hyderabad

Delhi

Amritsar

830

994

10:05

12:30

0:55

13:25

14:35

4:30

12345

Hyderabad

Delhi

Srinagar

830

743

10:05

12:30

3:35

16:05

17:35

7:30

12345

Jammu

Delhi

Hyderabad

714

899

10:45

12:20

0:45

13:05

15:20

4:35

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Kochi

714

885

10:45

12:20

1:20

13:40

16:55

6:10

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Mumbai

714

933

10:45

12:20

2:55

15:15

17:25

6:40

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Hyderabad

714

879

10:45

12:20

4:50

17:10

19:25

8:40

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Bengaluru

714

813

10:45

12:20

5:00

17:20

20:05

9:20

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Pune

714

991

10:45

12:20

5:05

17:25

19:30

8:45

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Mumbai

714

955

10:45

12:20

5:25

17:45

20:05

9:20

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Ahmedabad

714

969

10:45

12:20

6:00

18:20

20:00

9:15

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

714

781

10:45

12:20

6:30

18:50

21:00

10:15

Daily

Jammu

Delhi

Mumbai

714

977

10:45

12:20

6:40

19:00

21:05

10:20

Daily

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

963

7:10

9:25

3:25

12:50

14:55

7:45

67

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

995

7:10

9:25

0:55

10:20

12:25

5:15

Daily

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

778

981

16:55

19:25

1:55

21:20

23:25

6:30

Daily

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

983

7:10

9:25

2:15

11:40

13:50

6:40

123456

Kolkata

Delhi

Amritsar

720

994

7:10

9:25

4:00

13:25

14:35

7:25

Daily

Kolkata

Delhi

Chandigarh

720

830

7:10

9:25

4:20

13:45

14:40

7:30

Daily

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

933

7:10

9:25

5:50

15:15

17:25

10:15

Daily

Kolkata

Delhi

Srinagar

720

743

7:10

9:25

6:40

16:05

17:35

10:25

Daily

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

963

9:45

11:10

1:40

12:50

14:55

5:10

67

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

899

9:45

11:10

1:55

13:05

15:20

5:35

67

Leh

Delhi

Kochi

766

885

9:45

11:10

2:30

13:40

16:55

7:10

67

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

933

9:45

11:10

4:05

15:15

17:25

7:40

67

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

879

9:45

11:10

6:00

17:10

19:25

9:40

67

Leh

Delhi

Bengaluru

766

813

9:45

11:10

6:10

17:20

20:05

10:20

67

Leh

Delhi

Pune

766

991

9:45

11:10

6:15

17:25

19:30

9:45

67

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

955

9:45

11:10

6:35

17:45

20:05

10:20

67

Lucknow

Delhi

Srinagar

933

743

13:20

14:30

1:35

16:05

17:35

4:15

Daily

Lucknow

Delhi

Bengaluru

933

813

13:20

14:30

2:50

17:20

20:05

6:45

Daily

Lucknow

Delhi

Pune

933

991

13:20

14:30

2:55

17:25

19:30

6:10

Daily

From 15th
April

From 15th
April
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Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival 1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

955

13:20

14:30

3:15

17:45

20:05

6:45

Daily

Lucknow

Delhi

Ahmedabad

933

969

13:20

14:30

3:50

18:20

20:00

6:40

Daily

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

977

13:20

14:30

4:30

19:00

21:05

7:45

Daily

Lucknow

Delhi

Bengaluru

933

849

13:20

14:30

5:55

20:25

23:15

9:55

Daily

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

981

13:20

14:30

6:50

21:20

23:25

10:05

Daily

Mumbai

Delhi

Guwahati

930

868

7:30

9:35

0:40

10:15

12:45

5:15

123456

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

994

830

10:25

12:40

1:05

13:45

14:40

4:15

12345

Mumbai

Delhi

Lucknow

930

970

7:30

9:35

2:05

11:40

12:45

5:15

123456

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

902

719

15:45

18:05

2:15

20:20

22:30

6:45

Daily

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

970

994

8:45

11:00

2:25

13:25

14:35

5:50

Daily

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

970

830

8:45

11:00

2:45

13:45

14:40

5:55

Daily

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

994

743

10:25

12:40

3:25

16:05

17:35

7:10

12345

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

944

719

14:30

16:40

3:40

20:20

22:30

8:00

123456

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

930

994

7:30

9:35

3:50

13:25

14:35

7:05

123456

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

930

830

7:30

9:35

4:10

13:45

14:40

7:10

123456

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

970

743

8:45

11:00

5:05

16:05

17:35

8:50

Daily

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

930

743

7:30

9:35

6:30

16:05

17:35

10:05

123456

Port Blair

Delhi

Amritsar

772

994

9:00

12:45

0:40

13:25

14:35

5:35

67

From 15th

Port Blair

Delhi

Chandigarh

772

830

9:00

12:45

1:00

13:45

14:40

5:40

67

From 15th

Port Blair

Delhi

Srinagar

772

743

9:00

12:45

3:20

16:05

17:35

8:35

67

From 15th

Port Blair

Delhi

Ahmedabad

772

969

9:00

12:45

5:35

18:20

20:00

11:00

67

From 15th

Pune

Delhi

Srinagar

998

743

13:10

15:25

0:40

16:05

17:35

4:25

123457

April
April
April
April
Pune

Kolkata

Port Blair

986

747

3:40

6:20

3:55

10:15

12:30

8:50

Daily

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

963

10:30

12:10

0:40

12:50

14:55

4:25

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

713

899

10:30

12:10

0:55

13:05

15:20

4:50

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Kochi

713

885

10:30

12:10

1:30

13:40

16:55

6:25

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

933

10:30

12:10

3:05

15:15

17:25

6:55

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

713

879

10:30

12:10

5:00

17:10

19:25

8:55

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

713

813

10:30

12:10

5:10

17:20

20:05

9:35

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Pune

713

991

10:30

12:10

5:15

17:25

19:30

9:00

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

955

10:30

12:10

5:35

17:45

20:05

9:35

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

713

969

10:30

12:10

6:10

18:20

20:00

9:30

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

713

781

10:30

12:10

6:40

18:50

21:00

10:30

67

From 15th

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

977

10:30

12:10

6:50

19:00

21:05

10:35

67

From 15th
April

Srinagar

Jammu

Delhi

799

714

9:15

10:05

0:40

10:45

12:20

3:05

Daily

Srinagar

Delhi

Kolkata

744

719

18:10

19:35

0:45

20:20

22:30

4:20

Daily

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

744

849

18:10

19:35

0:50

20:25

23:15

5:05

Daily

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

744

981

18:10

19:35

1:45

21:20

23:25

5:15

Daily

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
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CHANGE THAT
MATTERS

REFORMING INDIAN
EDUCATION SYSTEM
More than two-third of Indians lack basic access to activity-based learning. This results
in 30 per cent children dropping out of schools by Class 8, due to the engagement gap in
classrooms. The ones who end up completing their school education after going through
the academic rigours of rote-learning year-after-year, find themselves lacking employbility
skills such as problem-solving, creativity, innovation & design and thinking approach.
Especially in the field of research and development and pure sciences, India’s representation
per million population is lower than countries like Kenya and Chile. Moreover, women
representatives in these fields make up less than 17 per cent. Life-lab project, an initiative
by WOSCA, NGO based in Odisha, recognises that Activity-based Learning (ABL),
through easy-to-use tool-kits can guide school teachers to become effective facilitators
and create solid foundation in schools to reverse the trend of rote-learning.

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME

Change, big or small, is all around and within
us and has the power to make the world a
better place. #alittlechange is a movement for
creating positive change everywhere. To honor
the date when Mahatma Gandhi started the
Civil Disobedience Movement, Global Action on
Poverty (GAP) launched this campaign on March
12, 2017.
It aims to encourage individuals, organisations
and
institutions
to
conduct
various
#alittlechange events, upload pictures/videos
of their initiative on GAP’s Facebook Page, and
inspire others to be a part of this change. The top
three entries will be invited to the Annual GAP
Event at the Sabarmati Ashram in October 2017.
As an initiative of the Head Held High
Foundation, GAP’s journey started in 2014 to
eradicate indigence. Aligned with the UN’s goal
to fight poverty, GAP’s aim is to accelerate
the impact produced by a set of individuals —
the ‘changemakers’, who aspire to alleviate
poverty and work in areas specific to agriculture,
education, livelihood, water, sanitation, energy,
healthcare and financial inclusion.
This year, GAP has partnered with Radio City and
Vistara Airlines to spread the word. So don’t wait,
Take your first step towards #alittlechange.
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Tata Volunteering Week (TVW) is that time of the year when scores of Tata employees across
the globe come together to volunteer and spread cheer. During each Tata Volunteering
Week, Tata companies across global locations offer volunteering opportunities. Volunteers
typically spend half a day, carrying out volunteering work in groups, helping those who
cannot help themselves, share time with the little kids who long for a family, sweep the
street clean, aid ailing patients, and so on. The list is endless. Tata Employees, their family
members, retired Tata employees - anyone can volunteer during TVW.
Last year on September 9-10, during the previous edition of TVW, 24 children from the Salaam
Baalak Trust enjoyed an educational visit to the catering facility TajSats. The visit was facilitated
by Vistara, with a view to introduce the children to the aviation and hospitality sector. In the
words of 15 year old Jyoti (name changed), Vistara fulfilled three of her long-time dreams:
flying in an aircraft, meeting and interacting with crew, and meeting with a real pilot!
Tata Volunteering Week 7 commenced on March 3, the birth anniversary of Jamsetji
Nusserwanji Tata, the pioneer industrialist and founder of the Tata Group. It witnessed
colleagues from across the Tata Group coming together to give back to the society. Stay
tuned for news of all the action from TVW7 which ends on April 4, in the next edition of
this magazine.

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

GET EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS
EVEN AFTER YOUR

FLIGHT

Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your
boarding pass within seven days of your travel at our
partner brands and enjoy exciting offers

RETAIL SHOPPING

5% off on transactions of `10,000 and
above (Max discount: `1000), offer
applicable only at www.croma.com (not
applicable at any offline store).
Use promo code: VISTCROM
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Flat 10% off on the
entire drinks, books, and
souvenirs category at
Delhi, Mumbai, Pune and
Bengaluru Airport stores

Get flat 10% off on all
the products at Skywater
retail stores (Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Panchkula)

Flat 15% off on Victorinox and
all other associate brands
available in Gute Reise Stores
in Delhi NCR, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai

Get flat `2500 off on
minimum purchase of
`10,000 on TATA CLiQ
Luxury Website. Use
code: CLIQLUXE2500

DINING

HOSPITALITY

1. One level upgrade*
on presenting the
boarding pass

Dining Offer: Flat 10%
discount on food & soft
beverages only at F&B
outlets (Buzz, Swirl
& Deli)

20% discount on body massages,
20% flat discount on suites and villas,
20% off on beverages at the bar on all
days before 7 pm

2. Free dessert at any
F&B outlet along with the
main course*

Exclusive 10% off
on stay along with
complementary
plantation safari, birding
& nature tour, access to
golf course

15% off on food bill
(excluding taxes)
20% discount on best available rate
by using promo code ‘ZUSP20VIST’
for booking Lemon Tree Premier,
Lemon Tree Hotels and Red Fox
Hotels.

Avail a special 10%* off
on the best available rate
along with free WiFi using
promo code ‘ZMUP10VIS’
on booking at gingerhotels.
com. Offer can also be
availed by
calling 1800 266 3333 or
booking directly at the
hotel. *T&Cs apply.

1. Room upgrade to the
next level *
2. 10% discount on the
usage of the spa facilities

Booking to be done at www.
lemontreehotels.com
Offer also Includes: 20% discount
on F&B (Republic of Noodles, as
per restaurant availability), free
WiFi 24x7, buffet breakfast.

3. 10% discount on food
& soft beverages at the
restaurants*

1. Economy package for 1: Beer &
burger combo for `449 only
*Taxes exclusive | Domestic beer only!

**Terms and Conditions
Apply

2. Free* Appetiser on a purchase
of an entree
(Appetiser to be similar or
lesser value)
3. Buy One Get One Beer
(Domestic beer only!)
4. Premium package for 2:
2 Margaritas or 2 Beers + 1 Starter +
2 Main Course + 1 Dessert for `1,999
only. *All Inclusive
Offer valid across all the outlets of
Delhi, Chandigarh and Kolkata Only |
T&C apply!

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Black & White

Exclusive 36% off on
any Spa service

Exclusive 36% off on
any Spa service

Flat 15% discount on
all services

Flat `500 off against
any Body spa service
or facial service*

GUWAHATI ASSAM

Dining Offer: Flat 10%
discount on food and soft
beverages
only&
atWhite
F&B
Reverse
Black
outlets (Seven, Umami &
Octave) at the hotel
GUWAHATI ASSAM

RENT A CAR

TRAVEL AND EXPERIENCE
Reverse Colour

`600 off on Myles
(self-drive) MVO500

`500 off on Carzonrent
(premium chauffeur
driven service)
outstation booking
CVO500

Experience
the heritage
of old Delhi
like never
before
at 20%
discount

GUWAHATI ASSAM

Get 10% off on
Imagica Theme
park & water
park tickets

Package for 1: 2 pints of select
beers + 1 select appetiser
@ `399 + taxes
PackageStandard
for 2: 1 pitcher
of select
Colour
beer + 2 select appetizers @ `799
+ taxes T&C apply
GUWAHATI ASSAM

For more information, please visit www.airvistara.com and check the deals and offers section

*Terms & conditions apply
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KEY FEATURES
FASTEST EARN

Earn up to 11 CV Points per INR 100 spent

FASTEST REDEMPTIONS

Award flights starting from 2000 CV Points
and Upgrade Awards from 500 CV Points

FASTER ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

Now reach elite tiers faster basis lower of Tier
Points and flights taken in 12 month period

THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT
FLYER PROGRAM IS
HERE!
TAILORED FOR THE TRENDSETTERS AND
THE BOARDROOM HIGH FLIERS, THE ALL
NEW CLUB VISTARA IS THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT FLYER PROGRAM*
With Club Vistara, you earn CV Points based on the value
of tickets purchased, the simplest and fairest way to earn
award points. Here at Club Vistara, when you spend more,
you earn more. Club Vistara not only provides you unique
privileges but also offers you: Fastest Earn, Redemption
and Elite Tier Qualification and enhanced elite tier benefits.
As a Club Vistara member you earn CV Points beyond a
flight ticket through our airline and co-brand partners. Earn
exciting privileges and benefits on every flight as you fly
the new feeling.

HOW TO JOIN

Becoming a Club Vistara (CV) member is simple and quick. Register with CV by:
•

Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com

•

Downloading our Mobile App

•

Fill the inflight enrolment form
available with our crew.

Once enrolled, CV membership ID will be sent to your
registered email ID and your account will be automatically
activated. As a CV member, you will have access to your
personalised account through our website and our mobile
app, to easily keep track of all your transactions with us.

ENJOY PRIORITY STATUS

Check-in, Waitlist Clearance, Baggage
Handling and Airport Standby

INCREASED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE

5- 15 kgs over and above the limit basis elite
tier status

LOUNGE ACCESS

Unrestricted access to Vistara Lounge when
you fly with Vistara

GUARANTEED RESERVATIONS
24-48 hour prior to departure

COMPLIMENTARY UPGRADE AND
LOUNGE ACCESS VOUCHERS
For use by self, friends or family

AIRLINE AND NON-AIRLINE PARTNERS
Earn and Redeem CV Points with our partners

EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES
Unconditional benefits and privileges for all
fare types

ENROLL NOW
AND EARN 1000
BONUS
CV POINTS

To receive auto-credit of your CV Points, please remember
to quote your CV ID at the time of booking and check in.
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ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

TIER EVALUATION PROCESS

Tier evaluation is in terms of tier points
or the number of Vistara flights taken, whichever
upgrades or maintains your tier status faster. Refer
the Tier Evaluation criteria below:

Elite Tier Qualification process evaluates your tier status every day by
checking the number of Tier Points earned or number of flights flown in the
past 365 days. As soon as a member achieves the criteria as mentioned in
the table, they will be upgraded to the next elite tier or retain their current
tier status. In case of a tier upgrade or renewal, you elite tier status will
be valid for 12 months. On the day of expiry of your tier, if you are unable
to move up to the next elite tier or maintain your current tier, you will be
moved to the next lower tier for the next 12 months. You continue to enjoy
CV Base privileges as our CV Base tier membership will never expire.

Tier

Tier Points
required for
Upgrade

CV Silver

15000

CV Gold

25000

CV Platinum

35000

Flights required
for Upgrade
20
OR

30
40

PRIVILEGES & BENEFITS

CV
Base

CV
Silver

CV
Gold

CV
Platinum

Earn Points on All Flights

✓

✓

✓

✓

Tier/CV Points

8 CV Points

9 CV Points

10 CV Points

11 CV Points

✓

✓

✓

✓

Up to 48 Hours Prior*

Up to 24 Hours Prior*

Priority Airport Standby
✓

Priority Waitlist clearance
Guaranteed Reservations in
Economy Class
Priority Airport Check-in

Premium Economy
Counter

Business Class Counter

Business Class Counter

Increased Baggage Allowance

+5 Kg

+10 Kg

+15 kg

Priority Boarding

✓

✓

Lounge Access

✓

✓

Priority Baggage handling

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Lounge Access Vouchers

1

2

4

Upgrade Voucher

1

3

Exclusive Offers and Promotions

✓

5

Meet & Greet

✓

No Rescheduling Fee

✓

EARNING CV POINTS

Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with us.
At Club Vistara, our conscious effort is to ensure every flying experience of yours is a memorable
one. Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with
us. Earn CV Points based on the fare value of your ticket (base fare excluding taxes and fees). When
you spend more, you will earn more CV Points. Members can also earn CV Points with our partners.
When you fly with Vistara, simply share your CV ID at the time of booking or check-in and receive
the auto – credit of CV Points in you CV account within 24-48 hours. Your CV Points are valid for 36
months from the date of flight. Use CV Points to redeem Award Flights and Upgrade Awards. Please
refer to the table to know the CV Point accrual for Vistara flights.
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Tier

CV Points per INR 100 spent

CV Base

8

CV Silver

9

CV Gold

10

CV Platinum

11

PARTNERSHIPS
With our partners, make the most of your CV membership even when you are not
flying with us. We have carefully formed partnerships that offer you more choices to
earn and redeem CV Points
AIRLINE PARTNERS

CO-BRAND PARTNERS

Vistara now allows you to board domestic to fly international.

Earn CV Points with every swipe through Axis
Bank Vistara Credit Cards.

With Vistara, you can enjoy a hassle-free international flying experience. Being the
preferred partner for many major international flights, our relationship with them allows
you to earn and redeem CV Points on their flights.
You can earn and redeem CV Points on the following international flights:

UNDERSTANDING TIER POINTS AND CV POINTS
When you fly with Vistara, you earn CV Points that enable you to redeem Award Flights &
Upgrade Awards and Tier Points that help determine your elite tier.
Tier Points are non-redeemable and are valid only for 12 months from the date of the
flight. You can use your CV Points as currency to redeem rewards with Vistara & its
Partners. CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of flight. When you fly/spend
with our airline/non-airline partners you earn CV Points. You can also earn CV Points by
participating in our offers and promotions.

REDEMPTION OF CV POINTS
With Award Flight redemptions starting as low as 2,000 CV Points and Upgrade Awards starting at 500 CV Points,
rewards could not be any faster. Club Vistara offers you the fastest journey to redemption of flights & upgrades. You
can instantly redeem Award Flights by logging on to our website www.airvistara.com
VISTARA AWARD FLIGHTS
•

You can redeem CV Points for Vistara Award
Flights by following the below easy steps:

•

Log on to www.airvistara.com

•

Enter Club Vistara membership ID

•

Click on ‘Redeem Now’ button

•

Submit details on ‘Redeem Award Flight’

•

Select ‘Flight & Redeem’

VISTARA UPGRADE REWARDS
Now redeem CV Points to upgrade your cabin class by calling our
Customer Service Centre at +91 120 6699901/02 or contacting
our Airport Ticketing Office (ATO) for instant upgrades.

To know the CV Points required for Vistara Award Flights and
Vistara Upgrade Awards, please visit our website at www.
airvistara.com

COMPLIMENTARY TIER MATCH
We invite you to enjoy a complimentary 3-month CV Gold membership, if you are a Gold or above tier member with any other
frequent flyer program. Please send us a request along with a copy of your membership card/ statement at contactus@
clubvistara.com or visit us at www.clubvistara.com
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PURE LUXURY
AQUASYMPHONY
BY GROHE.
AquaSymphony is not a shower – it’s a wellness
zone, a place where water takes on a life of its
own. AquaSymphony plays with water, creating
ever-changing liquid harmonies. Just imagine the
pleasure that awaits you.

1800 102 4475

VISIT GROHE.COM/IN

