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VISTARA EDITORIAL

FLY THE LIBERATED
FEELING
As the country heralds the dawn of its 71st Independence
Day, we’ve evolved as a resilient, ever-evolving nation from
then to present times when netizens take to tweeting
selfies with the Tricolour in celebration of India’s freedom.
We’ve come a long way since Pt Jawaharlal Nehru’s ‘Tryst
of Destiny’ speech at the stroke of the midnight hour.
Indeed, the Indian economy is touted to have the potential
to grow to double its size in the next ten years. Among
the many elements that are propelling the growth of our
nation, aviation sector is one that witnessed double-digit
passenger growth for the last 35 months with domestic
passenger growth clocking at 20 per cent year-on-year
while the domestic load factor was at a steep 86 per cent.
The journey of Indian aviation has been long and eventful,
since the time when JRD Tata piloted a De Havilland
Puss Moth from Karachi to Bombay in 1932, the first
ever commercial flight to take off in the domestic skies.
Perhaps that moment was one of complete freedom
for the legend, who went on to redefine Indian aviation,
sowing the seeds of the birth of Vistara.
JRD tried on numerous occasions to launch an airline
that revolutionises air travel. No amount of setbacks
daunted him, as the road eventually cleared, giving way
to his dream. This is what defines freedom – to dream
and to make that dream come true. For us at Vistara, the
moment when, after many tribulations, our first ever
flight took off from Delhi to Mumbai, was a moment of
immense freedom! Giving form to JRD’s vision of serving
Indian travellers in the best possible way is what gives
us a sense of liberation. The smile on your face as you
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disembark the aircraft at the end of your journey gives us
the satisfaction of a day well spent.
The Vistara Inflight Magazine team quizzed some of our
customers and employees on the one moment when they
felt completely liberated. We received many interesting
answers, ranging from “finally witnessing the spectacular
Northern Lights” to “breaking out of my smoking habit”!
Regretfully, we could only feature a few.
Adding to the eclectic mix of content in this month’s
magazine is a feature on Chandigarh where the tourist
hotspot Rock Garden conveys the freedom of expression
in a unique way. Read about the interesting tribes that
inhabit the splendid valley of Araku in Andhra Pradesh - a
road less travelled.
We hope to stir the traveller in you with our stories,
enabling you to live your travel dreams – and get that
sense of complete freedom! It’s a time to reflect on
how far high up we have risen as a nation, it’s a time to
remember the wins of the past, it’s a time to thank the
valiant soldiers who guard our borders day and night, it’s a
time to rejoice for the independence of the bountiful land
we inhabit.
For our part, we strive without fail to gift you the freedom
of choice, of comfort, of being where you want to be, at
the time when you want to be.
Happy reading!
Team Vistara
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On The Cover
The City Beautiful has many facets
for visitors but none as charismatic
as the famous Rock Garden.

Scan this QR code from your
smart phone to visit our app
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The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in the
social media and the Twitterati can’t stop
talking about Vistara
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PERSPECTIVE

POTPOURRI
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

Rocking Weekend
Getaway
Scheduled from August 9 – 16,
2017, Sziget Festival, a week-long
music and cultural event is one
of the biggest in Europe! It will
be held in Budapest on the 266acre large Obuda Island, so you
can spend your days chilling on
the beach and nights partying to
more than 1,000 performances,
covering genres from heavy
metal to rock and more. So plan
a 3-day weekend getaway in the
city of Budapest and get a taste
of this marvel of a festival.

DANCE OF LIFE

The Unique Bond
Utsav, a Delhi-based cultural organisation
is presenting the 12 th edition of Saare
Jahaan Se Acha. The theme of the festival
is on the Guru-Shishya parampara titled
Bimb-Pratibimb, which will underline the
many-layered Guru-Shishya bond. The event
will be held on August 17 - 18, 2017 around
7 pm at Stein Auditorium, India Habitat
Centre in New Delhi. Utsav will present five
different styles of classical dance namely
Odissi, Kathak, Bharatnatyam, Sattriya and
Kuchipudi, where the Guru will lead the
disciples to unleash the brilliance of his/
her training.

The Burning Man
With an annual gathering of 65,000
'Burners' who meet in the Black Rock
Desert of Northern Nevada, the event
aims to create art, exchange ideas, and
participate in the burning of the 'man',
a symbol whose meaning is as varied as
the attendees themselves. From its early
days on a small beach in San Francisco,
the event has grown from small groups
of people gathering spontaneously to a
community of over a million people. This
year the 'Burning Man' event will take
place between August 28 – September
4. Participants will come together in an
effort to co-create Black Rock City, a
temporary metropolis dedicated to art
and community.

What was that one moment when you felt completely liberated?

I think doing the two films - Highway and Udta Punjab,
which were very different from the image people had
about me, made me feel truly liberated. People started
recognising me as a legitimate actor
– Alia Bhatt, Actor
(as told to Aarti Kapur Singh)
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PERSPECTIVE

IN NUMBERS

Ford Mustang

1964

64 Mustang The original

Total budget for
this movie is

$60
million

The film is set to be
released on

August 4,
2017
It is based on Stephen
King's novel series

1995

Mustang SVT
Cobra R

The Dark
Tower

The Dark Tower
Jake Chambers is an 11-year-old adventure seeker who
discovers clues about another dimension called Mid-World.
Upon following the mystery, he is spirited away to Mid-World
where he encounters a gunslinger, Roland Deschain, who is on
a quest to reach the 'Dark Tower' that resides in End-World
and reach the nexus point between time and space that he
hopes will save all existence from extinction by hell. But with
various monsters and a vicious sorcerer named Walter o'Dim,
the Man in Black hot on their trail, the unlikely duo find that
their quest may be difficult to complete.

Jab Harry Met Sejal
The film has been
shot at Prague,
Amsterdam,
Vienna, Lisbon and
Budapest.

2005
Shelby
GT 500

This is the third time
Shah Rukh Khan and
Anushka Sharma
have worked together
in a film after
Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi

(2008)

and Jab Tak Hai Jaan

2017
Shelby
GT350

Contrary to popular belief,
Ford's Mustang was named
after the World War II P-51
Mustang fighter plane and not
the popular breed of horse.
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Written and directed by Imtiaz Ali, Jab Harry Met Sejal is a
romantic comedy starring Shah Rukh Khan and Anushka Sharma
in lead roles. While Shah Rukh will be seen essaying the role of a
tourist guide named Harinder Singh Nehra aka Harry, Anushka
Sharma will play the role of Sejal, a vacationing Gujarati woman.
The story revolves around the two and their adventures across
Europe to find Sejal's engagement ring.

(2012)
The film will hit
theatres on

August
4

In September 2009, India's ISRO Chandrayaan
- 1, using a Moon Mineralogy Mapper, detected
water on the moon for the first time.

PERSPECTIVE

On My Kindle
Acclaimed author Devdutt
Pattanaik decodes the Hanuman
Chalisa in his latest book
My Hanuman Chalisa
What inspired you
to write about
Hanuman Chalisa?
I realised this is a
very popular prayer
amongst Indian
people. But while
people chant it, or
hear it, they rarely
pay attention to
the meaning of the
words. These words are rich in ideas.
From them we can leap into India’s
mythological and philosophical past
and understand what is the essence of
being a Hindu. Hence, I wrote my essays
on each of the 43 verses.
You have written about the Hindu
holy book, Gita and now about
religious verses, what makes you
fascinated with this religion?
I write books on mythology whether its
Hindu mythology or Greek mythology. I
am fascinated by mythology as stories,
symbols and rituals reveal how people
see the world. Hindu mythology reveals
a world where rebirth is important.
Greek mythology reveals a world where
there is only one life.
How will decoding the verses in
Hanuman Chalisa benefit readers?
The book will help the reader to
understand Hanuman better and
know more stories of Hanuman,
such as stories about his mother, his
father, his brother, his friends, and
his relationship with Ram, Sita and
Raavan. They will also appreciate
the various symbols associated with
Hanuman. Why is he called Bajrangi?
Why is he offered urad dal and til oil
during puja? This will give a deeper
insight about the Hindu way of
thinking, especially notions of devotion
or bhakti. It will also show the link
between Hinduism and Buddhism.
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Melting Point of Music
Started in 2012 by Menwhopause guitarist Anup Kutty and Bobby Hano, and hosted by the
Apatani tribe, this four-day festival is a melting pot of music and musicians from across
India and the world. With bands like the Indus Creed, Shaa'ir and Func, Louw Majaw,
Barmer Boys, and Peter Cat Recording Company participating in the music festival, this
event brings forth some of the best talent around. Add to this the fantastic location – a
valley that’s 5,500 feet above sea level, and a music-loving population, and you have a
whimsical event that you’d love to attend each year. The festival will be held between
September 22 and 25, 2017 at Ziro Valley in Arunachal Pradesh.

Balloon Race
Since its inception in 1982, the
Great Reno Balloon Race has grown
dramatically in size from just 20 hot air
balloons to a world-renowned event
featuring close to 100 hot air lift-off
from Rancho San Rafael Regional Park
in the US. It is the largest free hot air
ballooning event in the world. During
three days in early September, you can
look up into the skies and see a rainbow
of hot air balloons soaring about.
Each morning, pilots are briefed about
wind speeds and directions at various
'ceilings' or elevation measurements.
The pilots use this information along
with the forecasted weather changes
and the local terrain as navigational
tools. Skill and consistency are the
keys to a victory and a piece of the
$11,000 prize.

AXE BRAND
UNIVERSAL OIL

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel

TRAVEL BLEISURE

THE CITY BEAUTIFUL

CHANDIGARH

The clean and green city will make you fall in love with its amazing architecture, rich
history and pragmatic mix of urban planning and beautiful landscape
Words : Mita Rao

T

he wide tree-lined roads,
spic and span urban
dwellings,
marvellous
architecture
and
a
soothing atmosphere are
not enough to describe the beauty of
the first planned city of India. Known
internationally for its architecture
and urban design, the city and union
territory is the common capital of
neighbouring states, Punjab and
Haryana. Covering an area of 114 sq km,
Chandigarh literally means 'The Fort
of Chandi' acquiring its name from
the ancient temple, Chandi Mandir,
devoted to Hindu goddess Chandi.
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The city was the dream project
of India's first Prime Minister Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru. Initially, an
American designer Albert Mayer
was given the task of designing the
city in 1949. Later, Swiss-French
architect and designer, Le Corbusier
succeeded Mayer as he discontinued
the work after developing the
master plan due to the accidental
death of his partner. Standing the
test of time, the city boasts of
alluring gardens, broad boulevards,
enthralling
architecture
and
attracts global travellers because of
its cosmopolitan look.

DID YOU KNOW
The city has a pre-historic
past. The gently sloping
plains on which modern
Chandigarh exists, was in
the ancient past, a wide
lake ringed by a marsh.
Fossil remains found at the
site indicate a large variety
of aquatic and amphibian
life about 8,000 years
ago. The area was also
known to be home to the
Harappans.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

A PICTURESQUE TOUR

The peaceful and lush green surroundings are a perfect escape from the bustling city

BOUGAINVILLEA GARDEN AND WAR
MEMORIAL
The largest War Memorial of the country
has 8,459 names of the deceased
soldiers of the Indian Army, Air Force
and Navy from 1947. Inaugurated by Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam in 2006, the memorial
stands tall in the beautiful Bougainvillea
garden. The place houses a terracelike sitting area in the centre in which
stands a vertical stanchion surrounded
by pink sandstone. It serves as an
open-air theatre for conventions. The
park has tracks for walking and jogging
surrounded by lush green flora which
adds to the charm of the place.

SUKHNA LAKE
Sukhna Lake is a beautiful man-made lagoon. Created
in 1958, the lake is 3km long and is a great picnic spot.
Adventure lovers can enjoy a boat ride or a camel ride at
the lake. You can peep into the souvenir shop, get your
portrait sketched or eat at CITCO cafe.

ZAKIR HUSSAIN ROSE GARDEN
Splash of greenery with a sprinkle of
colours is what the Asia's largest rose
garden is all about. Spread over an
area of over 30 acres, the botanical
garden is home to almost 1,600
different species of rose bushes. The
magnificence of the place manifolds
during February and March when the
annual rose festival is celebrated to
admire the beauty of the flowers. The
spacious place also houses medicinal
plants like bel, bahera, harar and
more. A few, out of the 50,000
roses present in the garden, are
named after Queen Elizabeth, John F
Kennedy, Lal Bahadur Shastri and the
creator of the garden, MS Randhawa.
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“The seed of
Chandigarh is well
sown. It is for the
citizens to see that
the tree flourishes.”
- Le Corbusier
The architect who designed Chandigarh

ROCK GARDEN
This amazing creation of art, also
known as Nek Chand's Rock Garden,
spreads over a sprawling area of 40
acres. Nek Chand started working on
the garden secretly in 1957 and it was
inaugurated as a public space in 1976.
Designed to look like a lost kingdom,
the garden is visited by artists and
connoisseurs from all over the world.
Enter the garden and witness its royal
ambience with a variety of doorways,
archways, vestibules, streets and lanes
of different dimensions. The fantasy of
watching a lost kingdom finds its way
through 14 different chambers. Admire
the beauty of the open courtyards,
the king's and queen's chamber, a
large waterfall, a canal, an open air
theatre and a miniature village. As
you take a stroll through the garden,
the sculptures made using bottles,
glasses, bangles, tiles, ceramic pots,
broken sanitary ware, electric and
other waste will leave you awestruck.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

What was that one moment when you felt completely liberated?

I was 21 and had just started working. After I got my first salary,
I bought a bunch of things for my parents. When I presented it to
them, the joy in their eyes had made me feel liberated
– Mrinalini Kashyap, Working Professional

DIVE INTO HISTORY
The splendid museum and art galleries give a sneak peek into the rich and prosperous past of the city

LE CORBUSIER CENTRE
One of the fans of the architect and
designer, Le Corbusier, went a long way to
exhibit the life and work of the architect
by constructing a marvellous museum.
The centre has on display the documents,
sketches and pictures of the architect. A
unique thing to notice at the display is a
model for a proposed Governor's House
that was rejected by Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
because of its extravagance.

THE OPEN HAND MONUMENT
The 85ft high, giant hand, made
of metal sheets, is the emblem
or symbol of the Government of
Chandigarh and represents 'the
hand to give and the hand to take;
peace and prosperity, and the unity
of mankind'. The French designer
designed it as a place that would
allow gatherings of general masses
to use this place to discuss the
various social and civil issues that
they feel are worth discussing in
public. It was hence thought that this
place would serve as the centre of
social change that would be initiated
by the locals of the city for the
improvement of Chandigarh.
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INTERNATIONAL DOLLS MUSEUM
Located in Sector 23, the International
Dolls Museum is a perfect getaway for
children. The museum is recognised as
one of the best in the country and has
approximately 250 international dolls on
display. You can also find an intriguing set
of dolls ranging from Indian tribes
and brides to characters from
Indian mythology.

MUSEUM OF EVOLUTION OF LIFE
Check out the history of India from the time of
the Indus Valley civilisation to modern times at
this museum. Not only does the museum give you
a peek into the history but is a wonderful place
to learn about the methods adopted by different
species over the ages for survival. Various paintings
on display portray the origin of life and the diversity
of flora and fauna. Art galleries in the field of
botany, astronomy, biology, archaeology, history
and geology will leave you smitten by the creativity.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

FLAVOURS OF
CHANDIGARH
Delve in the unique mix of
aroma and flavours

SHOPAHOLICS' HUB
Colourful and quirky sum up the shopping experience in Chandigarh
1469
Remember the 'Sada Haq'
t-shirts from the film Rockstar
and Alia Bhatt's headgear from
Highway? This is the place
where they were designed.
1469 has all things funky
and colourful, from scarves
and stoles to t-shirts with a
Punjabi twist. You can also
buy some trendy jewellery
from this place. The Sector
22 market in Chandigarh is
another destination for you
to go on a shopping spree for
decorative items and traditional
merchandise.

PHULKARI
Phulkari, which literally
translates into ‘flower
work’, is a mustbuy item from the
Government of Punjab
Emporium. A face
of fashion that finds
its first mention in
Punjabi folklore of the
romantic protagonists
Heer and Ranjha,
Phulkari is a dream
weave for every Punjabi
girl.

TREAT YOUR PALETTE
Lip smacking and yummy delicacies from
sarson ka saag to butter chicken and
paranthas are something you cannot
miss on your tour to Chandigarh. The
traditional Punjabi cuisine is made
with high usage of ghee, cream, cheese
and butter. The dishes are incomplete
without the traditional tadka and
ginger-garlic paste as the spicy
component. Dine at restaurants such
as Tehal Singh's Dhaba, Gopal's, 20-20
Punjabi Restaurant and others places
in Chandigarh to explore the culinary
delights of the Punjabi cuisine.

HOW TO
GET THERE
Vistara flies to
Chandigarh from
New Delhi and
Hyderabad.

AVIATION QUIZ
1. Name the world's smallest jet plane.
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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TRAVEL SPECIAL

CALL OF THE WILD

ARAKU VALLEY

Rolling grasslands, lush orchards and a pleasant climate make Araku Valley a
delightful place to visit this monsoon. It is an amazing valley, coated with thick
green forests and always reverberating with the musical notes of waterfalls

Image credit: Saurabh Chatterjee

Words : Prasad NP

H

idden amidst dense
forest
covering
the
Eastern Ghats is Araku
Valley, a hill station in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh. One of the unfathomable
valleys of India, Araku valley lures
the tourists with its breathtaking
landscapes and pleasant weather.
Lush green forest and musical notes of
waterfalls make the journey more lively.
It is a picturesque tribal settlement in
the region, which is treasured by nature
lovers and trekkers.
The journey to Araku valley, with thick
forest on either sides and hair pin bends
on serpentine hill roads, is highly pleasing
and interesting. The destination is over
3,200 ft high with a bracing climate.

?

DID YOU KNOW
Araku would have remained
an unknown tribal hamlet if it
was not for the Indian Railways,
which started a freight train
to bring ores from mines in
Odisha to the port town of Vizag
or Visakhapatnam.

The natural beauty of this valley comes
alive with the aboriginal tribes who dwell
here and who have, to this day, kept their
tradition and culture alive. About 19
tribes inhabit this area. The scenic beauty
of Araku valley has often been used as a
background in several Telugu movies.

Borra caves are a natural wonder and
at 80 mts depth are the deepest in India
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NOT YOUR TYPICAL HILL TOWN
At a height between 910 and 1,100
mts, Araku is not your typical hill
station offering snow-clad peaks
and cool breeze, but what it lacks in
Himalayan heights, Araku makes-up
with unparalleled greenery, countless
waterfalls and one of the deepest
natural caves in India - the Borra caves.
When you are visiting Araku valley you
must visit Borra caves as they are a
natural wonder and at 80 mts depth
are the deepest in India. The caves were
formed over millions of years as the
natural water flow carved them out of
Stalagmite rocks. Even on the hottest
day, you can feel the temperature
difference inside the caves and as you
enter deeper, you will find a naturally
occurring Stalagmite Shivalinga that
the indigenous tribals as well as the
visiting tourists worship. As you go
deeper in caves you realise, there is no
natural light penetrating to that depth
and only the lights provided by the
tourism department are illuminating
the caves.

TRAVEL SPECIAL

NOT TO MISS

TRIBAL BEATS
The Dhimsa dance, an age-old folk
dance, normally performed during
weddings and festivals by tribals, is now
offered as a part of tourist packages.

Unripe Araku
coffee beans

LOCAL DELICACY
During your stay in Araku Valley,
you will find many tribals selling the
authentic bamboo chicken or Bongulo
chicken. This is a special ethnic dish in
which chicken is marinated with local
herbs and spices and is cooked inside
a bamboo shoot. The open end of the
bamboo is sealed with leaves and the
shoot is cooked over open flames.
As the heat permeates the tender
bamboo, the chicken is cooked in its
own juices which lend it an earthy,
smoky flavour. A must try if you enjoy
eating non-vegetarian food.

BEACH TRAIL
Rushikonda and Bheemunipatnam
are two beautiful beaches located in
the vicinity of Araku valley. The latter
contains ruins of a 17th century fort.
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TRIBAL HAATS & COFFEE KARMA
As you cross the local villages you may
come across a weekly haat where tribals
like Kodhus, Dhimsa gather to buy and
sell daily needs. You may find them selling
wild fruits, honey, handicrafts, bamboo
products and even coffee powder.

Fine Cup Award from the Coffee Board
of India for seven straight years since
2003! At the Araku Valley Coffee House,
located opposite the Tribal Museum
you can buy freshly ground Araku coffee
and coffee flavoured chocolates, which
are simply scrumptious.

Araku is one of the prominent coffee
growing areas in the Eastern Ghats since
1898 when NS Brodie, a British Civil Servant
introduced coffee plantations in the area.
The production remained an after-thought
in this tribal belt till the Andhra Pradesh
Government and Coffee Board of India
took an active interest in the same during
1980s. Now some of the organically grown
coffee from these remote tribal-owned
plantations is exported to designer coffee
shops in Paris and retail for up to `7,000
per kg. In 2007, the first organic coffee
brand ‘Araku Emerald’ by tribal growers
was launched in India.

GET DRENCHED IN WATERFALLS
At a distance of a few kms from
the Borra caves is the 50 ft high,
two-level Katiki Waterfalls which is
surrounded by dense forest. The sound of
falling water, spraying mist all around will
make you jump into the natural pool and
fulfill your dream of taking a shower in a
natural waterfall.

The coffee plantations and the mists
hanging over it, have made Araku valley
proud of its primary profession. The
valley has a climate that is conducive for
growing coffee and it accounts for 15 per
cent of India’s coffee output. Belonging
to the Arabica family of coffees, it is
marketed as Araku Emerald coffee.
Its aroma and taste has won for it the

About 15 km from Araku valley, the
Dumbriguda Waterfalls is breathtaking. A
heavy stream of water flows on low incline
rock creating a natural water slide. You can
just loosen your body and the water will
carry you down as you scream with joy.
OTHER ATTRACTIONS
You must visit the Tribal Museum that
offers a glimpse into the life of the
tribal population of Araku Valley. Also,
the Botanical Garden at Padmapuram,
Government Silk Farm with Mulberry
gardens are the live examples to know the
socio-economic conditions of the area.

TRAVEL TRAIL

MONSOON ADVENTURES

The aroma of parched earth slaking its thirst, sound of gushing streams or thundering
waterfalls cascading down the hills - rain brings scorched hills back to life. This monsoon,
pack your adventure gear and head to these picturesque destinations for a weekend trek
Words : Shibaji Roychoudhury

S

crambling up the hillside,
trudging past moss-covered
rocks and slippery slopes,
braving the rain and the
misty clouds, trekking during
monsoon not only offers a unique
experience but indelible memories to last
a lifetime. So pack your trekking gear and
hit the outdoors to witness the beauty
of nature under the mesmerising spell
of rain.
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ONE TREE HILL, MATHERAN
A hill station tucked away 80 km from
Mumbai in Rajgad district, Matheran is
a perfect weekend getaway replete with
a-day long trekking route that leads up to
a small hill with just one tree. Termed as
the smallest hill station in India, Matheran
rises to an elevation of over 2,500 ft above
sea level. Ambewadi is the base village
from where the route starts. Upon
reaching the freshwater well at the

?

DID YOU KNOW

VISAPUR FORT
Close to Lohagad Fort is another fort
called Visapur. It has an elevation of
1,084 mt above sea level. It is built
on the same plateau as Lohagad.
It was built during 1713-1720 CE by
Balaji Vishwanath, the first Peshwa of
Maratha Empire. Within the fort are
caves, cisterns of water, a decorated
arch and old houses.

The Lohagad
Fort near
Pune

village, the road to the left leads one
towards One Tree Hill. The route starts
with a gradual slope followed by a bit
of a rocky patch.
The walk through the forest is divine.
From the calls of birds to rustle of the
leaves, smell of wet earth and scant
sunlight, Matheran is a must-visit during
monsoon, although the last climb to
reach the top of the cliff can be tricky.
Being an automobile-free zone, walking is
the best way to soak in the environ. Horse
rides are also available. Many adventurous
groups opt for night treks as well.
LOHAGAD FORT
Lohagad Fort lies 52 km north-west of
Pune city and is a favourite of trekkers
during monsoon. It divides the basins
of Indrayani and Pavna and is situated

on a side range of the Sahyadris. It's a
day-long trek to the fort that rises up to
almost 3,450 ft above sea level and has
been occupied by a number of dynasties
like the Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas,
the Mughals and the Marathas. The
fort was primarily used for keeping
treasury by Shivaji Maharaj. Under heavy
monsoon rain, the plateau on the fort
becomes misty and cold, a perfect place
to escape from the sweltering heat of
the city. A lush green carpet and small
wild flowers along the route welcome
you. If you are a novice trekker, this one
is ideal for you.
The best trekking route to the fort is via
the Bhaja Caves. A ticketed monument
and a site for the Archaeological Survey
of India, it has 22 rock cut caves that
date back to 2nd century BC making it an
important Buddhist centre of Hinayana

HOW TO
GET THERE
Vistara flies to
Pune from
New Delhi and
Kolkata
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Lohagad Fort was primarily used for keeping
treasury by Shivaji Maharaj

THINGS TO CARRY
Rucksack
Preferably one with
broader straps to keep the
weight well distributed.

Cargo/Track Pants
Light synthetic
track pants dry
easily in case it
rains. Cargos are
rugged and good
for jungle terrains.

Raincoat
As it is monsoon, a
compact raincoat
is useful because it
dries quickly.

Cap/Hat
To keep safe from
direct sunlight
during peak hours.

Shoes
Choose one
with good
traction and
a waterproof
body.
Socks
Cotton ones that won't
make your feet sweat on
long walks.

Jacket/Sweater
As it can get
chilly during early
morning and in
the night.

Torch
Extremely
useful during
the night.

Medical Kit
Antiseptic liquid, cream, pain
relief gel or spray, cotton,
band-aid, crepe bandage,
crocin, combiflam and ORS.

The heartshaped
Hridaya
Saras lake

faith. From the caves there are carved
steps that lead towards the fort, making it
comfortable for travellers.
There are four doors to Lohagad - Ganesh
Darwaja, Narayan Darwaja, Hanuman
Darwaja and Maha Darwaja. Rusted
remains of cannons and ruins of sculptures
on the arched doors welcome you on your
arrival. The view from the top of the fort
is remarkable - an undeterred landscape
consisting of verdant hills and rain clouds .
CHEMBRA PEAK TREK, KERALA
Located 2,100 mt above sea level,
Chembra in Wayanad is the tallest
peak in Kerala. It is an ideal climb for
beginners. The best time to visit this
place is between July and September.
The trek extends over 9 km and can be
completed in a day. However, visitors
can opt to extend their trip by a couple
of days; the combination of exploring
Wayanad's grassy meadows while
residing by the heart-shaped lake
called Hridaya Saras at the peak is an
experience to be savoured. It is said that
the lake never goes dry. The Chembra
peak is visible from almost all parts of
Wayanad.
A Note of caution: You have to take
permission from the Meppady forest
office before going for the trek. Overnight
camping is not allowed.

Exploring the grassy
meadows and the heartshaped Hridaya Saras
lake is an experience to
be savoured
KUMARA PARVATHA TREK,
KARNATAKA
Coorg, the paradisiacal destination of the
Western Ghats, has a few invigorating
trekking trails. One amongst them is
Kumara Parvatha, which, at 1,712 mt,
is the second highest peak in Coorg.
Located at the edge of Coorg and
Dakshina Kannada, this towering peak
is a part of the scenic Pushpagiri range
of the Western Ghats and is nestled
away amidst lush and verdant jungles.
It takes an entire day to complete this
trek. The starting point for the trek is
approximately a quarter of a kilometre
from the Kukke Subramanya temple.
Water and food is available at Bhattara
Mane (the second pitstop). If you are not
an avid trekker then the Kumara Parvatha
trekking route might seem a bit tedious
to you, but it is thrilling nonetheless.
So what are you waiting for? Pack your bags
and explore wilderness this monsoon.
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LEISURE CLOCKS

TIMELESS

TALES
Housing a turret clock on one or more faces of the
upper exterior walls, clock towers were designed to
stand the test of time
Words: Kritika Dhawan

T

he
traditional
architectural
designs of iconic buildings are
always a treat to watch. The role
of clock towers, when they were
first constructed, was limited
to displaying the time. These large buildings
generally have one or more large clocks for
people to spot time from a distance. The
mechanism of the clock strikes the day and
night hours with simple tones and melodies.
Usually located in the heart of the city, today
these clock towers are considered major
tourist attractions. We have selected four
such iconic clock towers you cannot miss on
your next trip to these four lovely cities.
ORLOJ, PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC
This medieval astronomical clock enhances
the architectural grandeur of the southern
wall of Old Town City Hall in the Old Town
Square of Prague. According to the official
website of the monument, the clock tower
was built by Mikuláš of Kadaň, an imperial
clockmaker and opened for the public in 1410
AD. The clock was later repaired by a master

clockmaker Jan Růže, also known as Master
Hanuš in 1490 AD, who was believed to have
been blinded so that he could not create
another wondrous clock.
There are many ways to visit this monument.
One can choose to get on a hop-on hop-off
bus tour or take the bus no. 119 from the city
centre to get here.
The clock tower consists of windows with
apostles at the top, the astronomical dial,
which is the oldest part, the calendar dial
underneath and various sculptures around
it. At the top of every hour, the two windows
open to show the apostles. On one side
appears a skeleton ringing the bell and a Turk
shaking his head while on the other side a miser
is seen with a purse full of money and Vanity
looking in a mirror. At the end, the huge bell
chimes at the top of the tower with crowing
of the golden rooster. The mesmerising
background of the dial represents the earth
and the view of the sky. The blue in the dial
is the earth, the upper blue is the portion of

LEISURE CLOCKS

HONOURABLE
MENTIONS

BLENHEIM PALACE
The official timekeeper at Blenheim
Palace in Oxfordshire, England has
a unique challenge twice a year. He
has to change the time of 30 antique
clocks accurately when daylight
saving begins and when it ends.

SALAR JUNG MUSEUM CLOCK
The English Bracket Clock at Salar
Jung Museum in Hyderabad is said to
have been manufactured in England
and assembled in Calcutta in the late
19th century. It was acquired by Salar
Jung III, Nawab Mir Yousuf Ali Khan
(1889-1949) from the Cooke and Kelvey
Co. The clock has more than 350 parts.

sky above the horizon and the red and black
areas are portions below the horizon. The
Prague astronomical clock is the only one in
the world to measure the length of an hour
in different seasons. The outer circle shows
the Old Czech Time, the circle with Roman
numbers shows the Central European Time
and the inner circle with Arabic numerals
shows the Babylonian Time. The newest
part of the clock is the calendar dial. The
rotary outer circle describes every single
day of the year with the current date at the
top. There are replicas of paintings by Josef
Mánes depicting which sign of the zodiac
currently reigns. Orloj is the world’s thirdoldest astronomical clock and the oldest
one that is still functional.

after the holy Hajj pilgrimage concludes in
October.

ABRAJ AL-BAIT TOWER, MECCA
This magnificent creation is the tallest
clock tower in the world with the largest
clock face. The iconic tower stands tall
near the world's largest mosque, Masjid
al-Haram, in Mecca. Built on the command
of King Abdullah, the four-faced green disc
sparkles in the night and castes a light over
the minarets, cranes and concretes seen
over a large stretch of land. There are four
golden domes present on four corners of
the tower. With 26 searchlights and blaring
prayer calls that reverberate 7km across
the valley, the Abraj Al-Bait is world's 2nd
tallest building after Burj Khalifa. Bait in
Arabic means house, which is in reference
to Kaaba in Masjid al-Haram. People can
see the working of clock tower from inside

The City Hall is approximately 13 miles from
the Philadelphia Airport. It takes about
20 minutes by cab and 30 minutes by the
metro to reach this place.

THE FLORAL CLOCK
This unique and stunning display is
a very popular stop on the Niagara
Parkway in Ontario, Canada. The floral
design is changed twice each year - it
features viola in the spring and four
cultivars of Alternanthera along with
green and grey forms of Santolina Sage
during the summer and fall.
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The Philadelphia City Hall

There are two ways to reach Mecca and
the Abraj Al-Bait Tower from the King
Abdulaziz International Airport in Jeddah.
One can take a cab (takes about an hour)
to Mecca or a bus ride (takes about 2 hours
and 20 minutes).
PHILADELPHIA CITY HALL,
PENNSYLVANIA
Originally known as the New Public
Building, this tower is the largest municipal
building in North America. There are 26ft
diameter clocks on all four sides of the
tower.

The installation of the clock was rejected
by the Public Building Committee’s Clock
Committee for years until John S. Stevens,
Chairman of the Clock Committee,
proposed a device powered by compressed
air. The clock was designed with two electric
engines providing constant pressure of 10
lbs per sqft in a cylindrical tank.
The master clock mechanism made by the
German firm, Strasser & Rohde, was placed
in an air tight, temperature controlled
and magnetically shielded metal case.

LEISURE CLOCKS

The bell was to be named after Queen Victoria,
but Londoners started calling it 'Big Ben'

In case the master failed, a separate
Swiss-made auxiliary clock was also
available. Everyday at noon, except on
Sunday, a telegraph signal from the
Naval Observatory in Washington was
sounded by the clock. This allowed it to
manually sync to Eastern Standard Time.
Joseph G. Gaskill was the keeper of the
City Hall clock from its inauguration till
1949. Two years before the end of his
term, ironically, the master clock stopped
sounding.
Later, the city installed four electronic
synchronous motors, each powering
an individual clock. During the
reconstruction of the tower in 1980s,
the contractors installed new frosted
glass and halogen lighting fixtures to
illuminate the faces. The construction
took almost 72 months and when the
clocks were restarted, problems surfaced
again. Finally, the clock repair specialist,
Bob Rodgers came to the rescue, repairing
it for good.
The City Hall Tower tour offers a
panoramic view of Philadelphia's
landscape from 548ft above ground.
Ascend to the top of the historic building
via elevator to enjoy a spectacular view of
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway and city
skyline from the observation deck.
ELIZABETH TOWER, LONDON
Located at the north end of the Palace of
Westminster in London, the clock tower
is commonly known as 'Big Ben' which

is actually the name of the bell inside
the tower.
From the London's Heathrow Airport,
the Big Ben is approximately 19 miles
away and it takes about an hour and
20 minutes to reach there in the city's
famous black cab. One could also
take the tube from the airport to the
Westminster Station and it's just a
2-min walk from there.
Warners of Norton cast the new bell in
August 1856 which was transported to
London by rail and sea. From the Port of
London it was pulled across Westminster
Bridge by 16 white horses.
Initially, the bell was going to be named
Victoria after Queen Victoria, but
Londoners started calling the bell 'Big
Ben' and the name stuck. The bell is 2.28
metres tall (7 feet six inches) and 2.75
metres wide (9 feet). It weighs about 13
and a half tons, same as a small elephant.
If you're standing in the belfry when it
rings, you can feel the vibration all the
way from your head to your toes. On
September 12, 2012, the Big Ben's Tower
was renamed Elizabeth Tower in the honor
of Queen Elizabeth II's Diamond Jubilee,
her 60th anniversary on the throne.
Big Ben has several birthdays! Big Ben was
cast on April 10, 1858 (Birthday #1); the
Great Clock started working on May 31,
1859 (Birthday #2); and Big Ben first chimed
the hour on July 11, 1859 (Birthday #3).

AVIATION QUIZ
2. Which is the world's fastest jet plane?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

The Elizabeth Tower, London
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Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

CURRENT AFFAIRS CATALYST

IS

A BOON OR A BANE?
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a landmark amendment in the indirect tax
regime in India that attempts to kill multiple birds with one stone
Words: TR Vivek

I

n 2010, when US President Barack
Obama signed on a landmark
healthcare reform legislation,
popularly known as ‘Obamacare’,
his White House colleague and
Vice President, Joe Biden whispered into
his ears, the colourful congratulatory
Anglo-Saxon phrase that it was a ‘big
f*&#ing deal’.
Indian leaders, while more politically
correct in public, but far more
imaginative, hailed the midnight July 1
implementation of a nationwide goods
and services tax (GST) as a ‘gamechanger’.
DRAWING PARALLELS
Channelling Jawaharlal Nehru’s ‘Tryst
with destiny’ August 15, 1947 midnight
speech at the same venue—Parliament’s
central hall—Prime Minister Modi said:
“At the midnight hour, we are all set to
decide the future journey of this country.
In some time from now, the country
will start a new journey. The 1.25 billion
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people of this country are witness to this
historic event. The process of coming up
with GST is not about economics alone,
the entire process is a testimony to our
belief of cooperative federalism.” He
went on to draw parallels between the
18 meetings of the GST council to the 18
chapters of the Bhagwat Gita. Hyperbole
notwithstanding, the implementation of
GST is a big deal. As many of its proponents
have held, the implementation of GST
is akin to the Indian federation signing a
free-trade agreement with itself.

LABYRINTH OF TAXES
Before GST, India had a maze of indirect
taxes. To illustrate, the centre collected
a factory-gate tax called the excise
duty. These would vary depending on
what the government would perceive
to be in the interest of citizens and its
own policy priorities. While cars were
taxed at a rate of 12.5 per cent, some
food processing machinery attracted
only a 6 per cent excise duty. The states
down the stream, imposed sales tax on
the price of a manufactured material

“GST is a transparent and fair
system that will prevent black
money and corruption and promote
new governance culture that will
result in cooperative federalism”
–Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India

CURRENT AFFAIRS CATALYST

What was that one moment when you felt completely liberated?

I feel liberated all the time! I think it is the key to be happy.
Striving to be the best is what makes me feel liberated. I
am glad that I am identified because of my talent and I keep
aspiring to be better

– Priyanka Chopra, Actor and Singer

(as told to Aarti Kapur Singh)

?

Image is for visual representation purpose only

DID YOU KNOW

FRANCE

was the first country to
implement GST in 1954

CHINA

implemented GST
in 1994

RUSSIA

SAUDI ARABIA
plans to do it in 2018
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Map not to scale

did it in 1991

or service which had already been
subject to a central tax. The freedom
of the states to decide the quantum of
sales tax also meant different rates for
the same product even in neighbouring
territories. It created massive distortions
and perversions (if the sales tax on a bar
of soap is lower in Tamil Nadu than in
neighbouring Kerala, it creates a market
for interstate ‘smuggling’). The GST
absorbs in its fold many of these multiple
taxes, turning the whole of India into a
relatively (for instance, alcohol, a huge
source of revenue for states, is still subject
to sales tax rather than GST) common
market. In principle, GST eliminates the
cascading effect of taxing goods that have
already been taxed making end consumer
prices lower.

BENEFIT FOR ALL
The report on the Revenue Neutral Rate and
Structure of Rates for the Goods and Services
Tax, authored by a committee headed by
the current chief economic advisor Arvind
Subramanian, cites a useful illustrative
example: “Consider a simple example, where
intermediate goods produced in Maharashtra
go to Andhra Pradesh for production of a
final good which in turn is sold in Tamil Nadu.
Effectively, the goods will face an additional
tax of 4 per cent, which will reduce the
competitiveness of the goods produced in
Andhra Pradesh compared with goods that
can be imported directly to say Chennai from
South and East Asian sources.”
Industry lobby groups such as Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII) have long argued that

CURRENT AFFAIRS CATALYST

For GST to be a real game changer, the focus must be on the small
entrepreneur to create the equivalent of the German Mittelstand—firms
small in size but world-class in their respective niches

lower consumer prices and the ease
of doing business on account of GST
would lead up to a one per cent point
increase in the country’s growth rate.

NUMBER GAME
Around

160

countries have
implemented the GST
or VAT in some form
or the other

As per the new
system India will have
four tax slabs: 5%,
12%, 18% and

28%

which now, makes
it the country with
highest GST rate
going past Argentina
that levies

27%

tax on goods and
services.

GST rates levied
by Malaysia and
Singapore are

6%
7%
and

respectively
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According to another industry lobby
ASSOCHAM’s report, a couple of
weeks after the implementation of
GST, truck fleet operators are able
to save between 24-36 hours on the
long trunk routes because the octroi
check posts are now redundant.
What’s
more,
the
trucking
companies now save `5,000-7,500
per trip that they used to pay in
the form of bribes at assorted
check points.
HELTER SKELTER
However, despite GST’s advertised
benefits, it is hard to miss the
chaos and confusion in the bazaars
and marketplaces. The small and
medium sized entrepreneurs, and
the country’s vast informal sector,
employing some 65 per cent of
its workforce, can’t come to grips
with the transition yet. The recent
protest lockdown of the textile
factories of Surat is one of the many
manifestations of pain experienced
by the small and informal sectors.
Such transitions are never easy. The
textile hubs in Ludhiana, Panipat
and Tiruppur went into a tailspin for
a brief while when the value added
tax (VAT) regime was put in place
back in 2003. But with GST, the pain
could last a little longer.
STAND-UP FOR THE LITTLE GUY
Demonetisation, and the messianic
zeal with which the Modi
government has implemented GST,

show the importance it places on
the formalisation of the economy,
to broaden the tax base.
From the informal industry’s
perspective, the government may
have wielded the stick before
dangling meaningful carrots. As it
is, India’s labyrinthine laws make it
amongst the hardest places to turn
an entrepreneur.
Going
by
the
National
Manufacturing Policy (NMP) of 2011,
a manufacturing outfit in India needs
to roughly be on the right side of 70odd laws and regulations, central
and local. There are an additional
150 state level labour laws that a
manufacturing firm needs to comply

with. For such entrepreneurs, GST
compliance adds another layer of
business complexity and could act
as a further disincentive to launch a
start-up. And in the meantime, large
organised players could well take
advantage of the situation and put
smaller players out of business.
For GST to be a real game changer,
that genuinely adds a percentage and
more of growth to a decentralised
economy, the focus must be on
the small entrepreneur to create
the equivalent of the German
mittelstand — firms small in size
but world-class in their respective
niches. Otherwise, GST would end up
being a paper tiger that only the large
companies of India could ride on.

AVIATION QUIZ
3. Which is the world's second oldest airline?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

TRAVEL ENROUTE

SMOOTH SAILING IN

STORMY SKIES

To ensure a smooth ride during turbulence and stormy weather, Mike A Johnsingh,
a pilot with Vistara, explains the mysteries and tricks of weather avoidance as it
happens in a flight deck of a modern Airbus 320

M

onsoon is here over the
Indian sub-continent,
and with the rainy
days come delays,
an
odd
go-around
and a rare diversion to an alternate
airport. The turbulence picks up in
the skies and the seat belt signs seem
to become a permanently-aglow
feature in the cabin. These are the last
things we want, but nature cannot be
controlled, only understood and most
importantly respected.
Pilots grow up respecting weather and
every flight instructor drills into them
the fact that the laws of aerodynamics
and that of mother nature cannot be
bypassed or ignored. So we become
creatures of habit and looking into skies
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becomes our nature, sub-consciously
assessing the weather at the departure
base, enroute and at the destination from
an array of sources.
PLANNING IN ADVANCE
The flight weather planning starts at
home, well before the flight. It starts with
the weather reports on TV. A cyclone on
the Bay of Bengal makes us immediately
think of the weather we are going to
encounter, if we are flying to the eastern
coast of India or to Port Blair. A westerly
depression moving near the Caspian Sea in
the winter tells us that in a few days there
will be snowfall in the valley of Srinagar
and winter showers in Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Delhi.
With that weather system’s movement,
we will subsequently have dense early

morning fog. Weather prediction is a
science, an art and a bit of luck!
The drive from home to the airport tells
us what to expect on the runway and in
the immediate vicinity of the airport. A
quick log into the Indian Meteorological
Department website is a compulsory
ritual in a pilot's life. The satellite picture
gives an excellent aerial view of cloud
cover over the Indian airspace and helps
us make a mental model of what to expect
on our flight. The first stop for us before
the flight, is the Vistara office, where
our flight dispatch team keeps folders
ready with the flight plan, important
information pertaining to airfields and
navigation systems (called Notice to
Air Men), the weather charts along with
current and forecasted meteorological

What was that one moment when you felt completely liberated?

I felt liberated when I surprised my parents with an international
vacation, a small gesture for their million sacrifices to make me
capable enough to do so
– Kashica Bhagat, Service Excellence Team, Vistara

information and expected turbulence. A
quick run through of all documents by
both pilots and a mutual consensus on
the extra fuel we would require is done to
cater for a circuitous route and the fuel
requirements are given to our engineering
team. Our lovely Vistara crew also joins
us for a briefing regarding how the
weather is going to affect the service of
hot beverages on board. If it is going to be
very bumpy, the hot beverages will have
to wait for smoother skies.
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT
Modern commercial aircraft are equipped
with state-of-the-art weather radars
which are housed in the nose of the
aircraft and they are our eyes to see the
weather and avoid it. As we taxi out of the
flight line, the radars come on searching
for high water vapour concentration in
cloud formations, harbingers of a bumpy
ride while we generally look ahead to
a distance of close to 150 to 300kms
on our flight path. The weather radar
displays light up into different colours in
the cockpit as the electromagnetic waves
return with the valuable information after
bouncing off the clouds. Green, yellow,
red and magenta colours give the shape
and intensity of the weather patch and
form the basis of our weather avoidance
strategy. Red and magenta indicate 'No
Fly Zones'.

As we line up on the runway, an important
check is done on the take-off path as
we certainly do not want to enter testy
weather with the aircraft in a low energy
state close to the ground. A quick reassessment is done of the engine thrust
requirements and the direction after
take-off is done and we are ready to roll.
The longitudinal acceleration kicks in
and close to 280kms, we lift-off. As we
swing towards the destination and tune
onto the radar controller’s frequency,
the incessant 'pilot talk' quickly updates
us on what kind of weather it is, and the
aircraft ahead on our route asking for

Modern commercial aircraft are equipped with
state-of-the-art weather radars that help us to
avoid bad weather

'weather deviation' gives a clue of what
is in store for us ahead. All decisions
in the cockpit are taken after mutual
consensus and that forms the backbone
of safe flying. So the weather avoidance
strategy is planned by the captain and his
first officer, with inputs from other pilot’s
radio calls, information from the radar
controllers, the display from the magical
device called the weather radar and the
pre-flight preparation. Every available
resource is tapped to ensure we give
you, our customers, a smooth ride. The
whole process is known as a combination
of 'Crew Resource Management'
and 'Airmanship'.
The aim is to always be safe. There is no
second option in aviation. "In calm water,
every ship has a good Captain", the test
for a pilot is in stormy skies, and after
joining me on this flight, you can be sure
that we, at Vistara, always prepare well to
be the best and give you a smooth ride in
the skies.
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IT'S RAINING

FASHION
Befriend the exciting styling tips of fashion experts to
pump up your style quotient this monsoon
Words : Kritika Dhawan

M

Images are for representation only

onsoon brings the muchneeded respite from
scorching summer heat
but leaves you baffled
about what to wear at
work. While styling during the monsoon
can be a bit tricky because of the humid
weather that makes your clothes clammy,
it is not a good idea to put all the trendy
garbs aside. As donning a light and minimal
look is the fashion mantra to enjoy the cool
breeze and the downpour, reinventing your
wardrobe can help you up your sartorial
tempo. It's time to pack away those leather
shoes, denims, light-coloured outfits and
gear up for monsoon fashion and add
vibrancy to the gloomy weather.
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BUSINESS MEETING OUTFITS
Put your best fashion foot forward and
arrive cool and composed at a business
meeting with the perfect outfit. "Avoid
wearing your expensive suiting fabric
pants as you are more likely to get wet
and stain your outfit with mud," suggests
Delhi-based fashion designer, Samant
Chauhan. While trench coats are a
popular choice, you can also opt for mac
coats to cover yourself in the rain. Parka
coats can be another option for a smart,
casual finish. Make sure the length of
the waterproof layer is perfect to cover
your blazer. Avoid stumbling on slippery
surfaces and wear rubber-sole shoes as a
substitute to leather-sole brogues. "The
lace and low heel of Oxford shoes adds
seriousness and comfort to your entire
look. The monk straps with buckle are
easy to carry and fit for every occasion
while keeping the formal tone intact,"
says fashion designer Sunil Mehra.

FASHION PALETTE

What was that one moment when you felt completely liberated?

The one moment I felt completely liberated was when as a 20-year
old I took a solo trip to Thailand. It gave me a fresh perspective,
realising there is a whole world out there waiting to be explored!
– Priyanka Bose, Talent Development, Vistara

collar shirt gives a bohemian touch to
the office look and can work as a mood
elevator with its vibrant feel," elaborates
Chauhan. Pocket squares, lapel pins,
cufflinks and blended or knitted ties are
ideal accessories this season. Full-length
sturdy umbrellas with wooden handles
are the most stylish option for men. You
can choose from a range of colours such
as metallic silver, black, brown or navy
blue. Bright solid colour umbrellas add
vibrancy to your look .

Shades and hues of blue can be incorporated in the
office look by using lightweight tropical fabrics
For women, a trendy substitute for
trousers is cigarette pants. While the
pants work well for both, formal or
casual look, they are also lightweight and
complement the body. Team an A-line or
midi skirt with formal shirts. Accessorising
during monsoon could be tricky, try
something simple but detailed. According
to the fashion designer, Anuradha
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Ramam, "Solid colour handbags are the
best choice during rainy days but make
sure that your bag is waterproof."
Statement jewellery is also in and can
be used creatively. "Tassel earrings along
with a leather choker work well on a
V-neck shirt or formal top. Statement
suede tassel necklace worn on a buttoned

COMFY OFFICE LOOK
Do not let the weather dampen your
oomph factor. "Nautical stripes are the
statement fashion for this monsoon
season," suggests Chauhan. For a formal
look, men can opt for wrinkle-free shirts
with a smart jacket. If formals are not the
code then make room for some printed
t-shirts. Men can choose from colours
like earthy greens to shades of purple or
beige. "Shades and hues of blue can be
incorporated in your office look by using
lightweight tropical fabrics," elaborates
Mehra. Women can substitute the jeans
with culottes. Team them up with t-shirts
and short kurtis depending on the dress
code of your office. "For a comfortable
office look, pair a classic trench coat
with a formal shirt. A basic trouser with
a bright monochrome shirt in colours
like orange, red or blue looks good too,"
suggests Anuradha Ramam.
Women can tie a messy knot or a low pony
to finish the look. Flip flops and clogs are
a popular choice during monsoon. "Flat
form heels are trending now as they are
comfortable," adds Chauhan. Galoshes
are a wonderful option for men.
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OFFICE PARTY LOOK
Office parties are enjoyable but always leave you in dilemma about what to wear and not look
over-the-top. Dress code of the party should ideally guide the apparel choice but always opt for
something that is comfortable and elegant.
PARTY LOOK FOR WOMEN
Suggested by designer Samant Chauhan

PARTY LOOK FOR WOMEN
Suggested by designer Anuradha Ramam

Look 1

As nautical stripes are in this season, you
can pair a fitted, striped, off-shoulder top
with a high-waist pencil skirt and a pair of
flat form shoes to give a semi formal look,
which works for both office and a formal
party. Pair it with chunky necklace or a
choker with stud earrings. Complete the
look with a messy bun.

Look 2

Ruffle sleeve top paired with pleated
pants and statement jewellery gives
you a chic and formal look.
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Look 1

PARTY LOOK FOR MEN
Suggested by designer Sunil Mehra
You can add a casual element to
formals. For example, instead of
opting for a formal blazer and pants in
monotone, choose a sports jacket or
waist coat or a quirky/floral-print shirt,
pocket square or tie with the suit or
trouser with a bright shirt. You can also
choose to wear a neutral shade suit,
with or without a tie.

Women can experiment with palazzo
trousers and a basic shirt or cigarette
trousers in cotton fabric with a beautiful
ruffle blouse. Add some bright lip colour
to finish the look.

Look 2

A knee-length skirt with a comfortable
blazer or georgette blouse is a great
outfit. Opt for printed footwear or ones
with bold hues.

PEOPLE PERSONALITY

COOKING A

LEGACY

After 32 years of exploring the Indian cuisine, two-time Michelin star chefrestaurateur, Vineet Bhatia, has a new menu for you and it is like an orchestra
playing a ballad with food as a symphony of taste and texture
Words : Shibaji Roychoudhury

Y

ou're never born a cook,
you become one, says chef
Vineet Bhatia. As a child
he aspired to explore the
vastness of space, as a
teenager he was rejected by the Indian Air
Force, as an adult he ended up piloting the
cause of Indian food overseas; Mumbaiborn and London-based Masterchef,
Vineet Bhatia, has had quite a journey.
He was the first Indian chef-restaurateur
to receive the coveted Michelin star,
one of the several epaulettes that this
Masterchef has been honoured with.
But how did his campaign in the kitchen
begin? “During my first internship with
a hotel, I was devastated to not get the
position of a bartender or that of a server.
I was told that I was too short for these
roles. So I was put in the kitchen,” Bhatia
recalls. This was back in 80s when working
in the kitchen as a chef was looked down
upon and wasn't a mainstream career
option. “But after spending a day training
in the kitchen, I fell in love with it. The
discipline, structure and passion with
which people worked was awe-inspiring,”
he adds.
TIMES IN INDIA
So, he started his affair with the kitchen,
but not without challenges. The biggest
of them all was the choice of cuisine
that elite restaurants in premium hotels
such as The Oberoi in Delhi would serve,
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A paranomic view of the Conservatory Room at Vineet Bhatia London

A lot of my kitchen staff from my first restaurant
are still with me and are heading branches of my
restaurant chain world over
DID YOU KNOW
Michelin Stars are part of
a restaurant rating system
from the famed Michelin
Guide, which was devised
by the Michelin brothers,
André and douard, who
were tire manufacturers.
For more than a century,
the guide has helped
shape the fate of chefs
and restaurants across
the world. Michelin uses
anonymous inspectors
to evaluate restaurants.
They'll look to be seated
quickly, served attentively,
and delighted by food that
is well beyond an average
meal. A meticulously clean
kitchen, a staff that pays
the utmost attention to
detail, and dishes that are
prepared with a panache
tend to receive attention
from Michelin. The term
'Michelin Star' is a hallmark
of fine dining quality and
restaurants around the
world proudly promote their
Michelin Star status.
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where Bhatia was working as a trainee. “I never got
around to understand why a chef would want to
serve bland continental delicacies to customers,
when they prefer the spiced up curries. And
therein laid my first challenge, I wanted to put the
Indian cuisine on the world map,” Bhatia revealed.
During the early 90s, he got appointed as Chef
De Cuisine at Oberoi (Mewar and Kandahar
Restaurant) in Mumbai. These traditionally rigid
kitchens gave him no space to experiment with his
creations, especially with the Indian cuisine.
LONDON DREAMS
Unhappy with the constraints in India, Bhatia
moved to London in 1993. It was a time when
Indian cuisine was not widely appreciated
there. He joined a local restaurant called 'Star
of India'. “The work culture at this place was
abysmal. The staff was not professional at
all,” he said. However, within a year Bhatia not
only overhauled the work culture at this place
but also managed to develop a completely new
menu that shifted the customer base from lager
loving curry touts to gourmet eaters. “A lot of
members of my kitchen staff from that place
are still with me and are heading branches of my
restaurant chain worldwide,” he added.

STAR EFFECT
In 1999, he partnered and opened Zaika, an
authentic Indian cuisine restaurant and the first
in Chelsea. “A tasting menu sounds fancy now,
but back in 99, I was laughed upon for offering a
five course meal of Indian food. In fact, in order
to sell, I had to rename a lot of dishes, like Rogan
Josh became slow-cooked shanks of lamb with
Kashmiri spices to make it sound delectable,” he
said. But when done well, the Indian cuisine can
conquer all palates is Bhatia's belief.
In less than two years, he was awarded the Michelin
star, first ever for an Indian chef. While most chefs
around the world would be overwhelmed to hear
that they got the Michelin star, Bhatia hung up on
them when he was told over the phone that he had
got one. “It was seven in the morning, I mean, no
one could guess in their wildest dream that you
could get a call for a Michelin Star. So, I thought
that someone was playing a prank on me and I
hung up,” he said. It was only after he got barraged
with interview calls from mainline dailies and news
broadcasting channels did it finally seep in for him
that he was now a 'Michelin Star' chef.
The upward success stream from there on led
him to open his own restaurant – Rasoi in 2004

PEOPLE PERSONALITY

What was that one moment when you felt completely liberated?

When I finally got to open my own restaurant and serve the Indian
cuisine as a delicacy, I felt truly liberated and empowered
– Masterchef, Vineet Bhatia

and since then there has been no looking
back. Awards, critical acclaim and
customers, all bowed to the excellence
of this culinary genius. In 2009, he got
another Michelin star for his restaurant
in Geneva and joined the exclusive league
of only a few chefs to hold Michelin stars
in more than one country. Today, Bhatia
has 12 of such world-class restaurants
around the globe and a name that is a
brand to reckon with.
NEW BEGINNING
More than 32 years of gruelling hard work
and yet, the thrill and adventure is still
not over for Bhatia. Last year, after his
landlord in London asked him to vacate the
property on which he runs his legendary
restaurant Rasoi, he decided to shut it
down. He informed the media, food guides
and other information services about this
news only to find out that his landlord
couldn't find another tenant and asked
him to stay on. Since the news of Rasoi
closing down was already out, he decided
that this is the perfect opportunity to
reinvent his style and offer an experience
instead of just a meal. And thus, Vineet
Bhatia London (VBL) was born.
“At Vineet Bhatia London, we offer an
experience – a one-of-a-kind 15 course
menu,” Bhatia said. And while it may
sound exhausting to patiently sit for over
two hours, going through plate after plate
of delicacies served, Bhatia promises that
it is an experience his customers long for.

“To expect people to sit for two and a
half hours, it can't be just about the food.
Every detail matters, like the ambience,
the service and crockery among other
things. It has to be an experience,” he
said. And VBL doesn't let you down on
any detail. For serving the 15 course
meal, the crockery bought is worth £300
(`25,000) per person.
ONE AFTER THE OTHER
According to Bhatia, his menu is a
composition; a symphony of flavours. The
first six courses are popular snacks served
in a different way. For instance, his pav
bhaji is a pao stuffed with the bhaji with
butter, flavoured with pav bhaji masala.
Similarly, the aloo chat is a combination
of finely cut chips of potatoes, shaped
into a ball and deep fried for that crisp
effect with the chutney injected into it.
Also inserted in it is a small pip, which
spurts out yogurt. So when you take a bite,
yogurt and chutney coherently mix inside
your mouth. This is only a glimpse at the
delicacy that his reinvented menu offers.
So what's next for this Masterchef? “I
want to open a cooking institute at some
point and impart my wisdom. Probably
start with a six-month coursework for
junior chefs who know the basics, but
need the finesse of a finishing school.
This is my way of giving back to the
world that has been so kind to me,” he
concluded in his typical easy-going, salt
-of-the-earth manner.

AVIATION QUIZ
4. What does aviophobia mean?
From Top: The delectable malai chicken, the famous cut-plate
mushroom momos and smoked salmon, delicate yet dramatic
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Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

LEISURE ORITECTURE

A

s children we have all
made paper boats and
floated them in puddles
of collected rainwater or
flown folded aeroplanes
in class. This was the level of origami
to which we were introduced in our
childhood. While origami architecture
is nothing like the boats, aeroplanes
and windmills from our early years, it
all starts from those humble paper toys
and principles. From nano origami heartstents that unclog blocked arteries
when deployed into the blood stream to
100mt large solar panel arrays that can
be packed into a 3mt diameter rocket
and sent from the International Space
Station and unfurled in space, Origami is
everywhere today.
Manu Parekh, a Stanford bio-engineer,
has invented a 50 cent paper-folded
microscope that can fit in a pocket and
be taken to remote rural locations where
availability of a conventional microscope
is difficult while testing for diseases.
So how is origamy and architecture
connected? In a seamless, connected,
technology-driven world, principles of
origami are being used to reshape spaces,
modify doors and windows.

AN UNFOLDING

FUTURE

The idea is to do away with static and
boxy buildings that we have come to
accept as the mainstay of architecture.
Origami architecture is dynamic, flexible,
efficient, it can be light-weight, can
transform spaces quickly and it does
away with the traditional notion of
cuboidal spaces.

Words: Ankon Mitra

From the folded architecture of leaves
and flowers to the young ‘fold’ Himalayan
mountains, folding technology and
principles are everywhere.

Origami revolution has been brewing in the world of
engineering, science, architecture and design since the
last sixty years and now with advanced computing, this
architectural revolution is taking the world by storm
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ORIGAMI
ARCHITECTURE
Origami, an ancient art of Japan, is
a creative method of folding paper
to develop beautiful shapes and
forms. The development of origami
architecture began with Professor
Masahiro Chatani’s (at the Tokyo
Institute of Technology) experiments
with designing original and unique
greeting cards.

Origami architecture works to re-imagine and rework
skyscrapers, bringing it more in-tune with
sustainability principles
In Yum Yum Cha, a chain of Origami
themed pan-Asian restaurants in Delhi
NCR, they apply the bright colours of
the Yum Yum Cha brand to the origami
objects which populate these spaces,
making them vibrant and positive.

The Helios House is a gas station in Los
Angeles, which soon after its building
in 2007 became a landmark of the city.
Designed by Office dA in Boston and
Johnston Marklee Architects in Los
Angeles, it comes with special green
origami features: the roof, which is
draught tolerant and collects water
from irrigation is formed of triangles
made from recycled stainless steel and
has cacti and 90 solar panels, which
reduces the energy consumption of the
station by 16 per cent.

Above:
The Al Bahr
Towers and
its dynamic
origami
inspired
façade in
Abu Dhabi

DYNAMIC FACADES
What if facades could physically change
and not only by the opening and closing of
windows? It will allow different amounts of
light at different times of the day, making
us stop for a glance as they did not look
the same yesterday or even two hours ago!
This is now a reality. Combining origami
with technology, in the Kiefer Technic
Showroom, in Graz, Austria, architect Ernst
Giselbrecht has created a grid of folded
panels that constantly change and the
facade never looks the same twice!
HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS
We think of high-rise buildings as symbols
of progress, as signifiers of wealth and
prosperity. High-rises are energy guzzling
monsters. They concentrate consumption
to very high levels in a small footprint and
such a high density of buildings create
many challenges like the urban-heat
island effect. Another worrying aspect
is the unprecedented amount of energy

consumed by the air-conditioning of
contemporary skyscrapers as they are clad
largely with glass.
Since high-rise buildings are here to stay
in our ever densifying cities with paucity
of urban land, origami architecture
works to re-imagine and rework these
skyscrapers, bringing it more in-tune
with sustainability principles. Inspired by
the traditional jaalis (screens or fretwork
panels) of middle-eastern architecture
(which are called Mashrabiyas), AEDAS
architects have created an Origami façade
on the Al Bahr towers in Abu Dhabi, facing
the hot south-west direction. The origami
panels open and close, according to the
time of the day. This is also a dynamic
façade and apart from changing the
look of the building, it also controls the
amount of heat and light that is allowed
to enter making the building more
efficient climatically and minimising the
use of artificial air-conditioning within.
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(Above) Origami inspired facades at Studio Ardete in Panchkula, India; (Left) The Origami House
in Pune; (Bottom Left) Arrays of Mechano-Electronic Origami Umbrellas in the Prophet’s Mosque
Courtyard in Medina, Saudi Arabia

Here origami transforms and refashions a
traditional lattice screen and makes it an
uber-cool technological marvel fit for a
21st century high-rise.
RETHINKING OPEN SPACES
During summer, in countries like India
and the Middle East, we can only use
open spaces if they are shaded. But in
winter or in the evening, we may want
to remove the shading. Origami comes
to rescue once again. Re-imagining
the traditional umbrella as a folding
origami lattice mechanism, Bodo Rasch
Architects have populated the entire
courtyard of the Prophet’s Mosque in
Medina, Saudi Arabia with umbrellas that
open in tandem during the day, bringing
down the temperature of the courtyard
from a sweltering 50 degrees celsius to
a more bearable 39 degrees. The mosque
fills with hundred-thousand pilgrims,
especially during the hot Ramazan
months and origami transforms the
scorching courtyard into restful shaded

Architects have
created an origami
facade on the Al Bahr
towers in Abu Dhabi
space extending the usable interior
spaces of the mosque.
ORIGAMI ARCHITECTURE IN INDIA
Closer to home, studios such as
Hexagramm Design in Delhi are
spearheading the origami design
revolution in India with their initiative
aptly called Oritecture. Hexagramm
creates solutions for offices, homes,
hotels and restaurant spaces, lending
the articulation, geometry, vibrancy and
differentiation of origami structures,
furniture, lighting and architectural
elements to these spaces.

AVIATION QUIZ
5. In which year did Qantas invent the Business Class?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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TAROT

MONTHLY FORECAST
aries

leo

sagittarius

Mar 21 - Apr 19

July 23 - Aug 22

Nov 22 - Dec 21

Eating right will keep health issues away.
Competition on the academic front may
get stiffer, so prepare yourself. A lucrative
business opportunity will present itself.
Lucky Number: 1
Lucky Colour: Light Yellow

This month will turn out to be great on both
professional and academic front. It is also
going to be a fruitful month for romance as
lovers will feel special.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Rose

Your romantic interest will plan a big
surprise for you. Those waiting for job
opportunities may not have to wait too
long! Property issue gets resolved amicably.
Lucky Number: 11
Lucky Colour: Yellow

taurus

virgo

capricorn

Apr 20 - May 20

Aug 23 - Sep 22

Dec 22 - Jan 19

You will need oodles of patience on the career
front, so don’t lose hope. Something that you
are apprehensive of now will prove to be the
right step at a later date.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Crimson

Expect your property to remain in demand
in the sellers market. A professional
venture that you plan to undertake will be
successful.
Lucky Number: 22
Lucky Colour: Indigo

You will manage to maintain the present
level of fitness by adhering to your exercise
programme. You will be happy to find that
your financial situation is improving.
Lucky Number: 1
Lucky Colour: Peach

gemini

libra

aquarius

May 21 - June 20

Sep 23 - Oct 22

Jan 20 - Feb 18

You will get an opportunity to earn some big
bucks. You will remain focused on your work
or studies. Remaining persistent at work is
likely to benefit you eventually.
Lucky Number: 1
Lucky Colour: Turquoise

FInd ways to strengthen your relationship
with the love of your life. Money comes to
you from various sources and takes adequate
care of your financial problems.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Coffee

Financially, you are poised to profit from a
venture. Hold your own in a trying situation
at work. Taking possession of a new house
may become a reality for some.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Purple

cancer

scorpio

pisces

June 21 - July 22

Oct 23 - Nov 21

Feb 19 - Mar 20

You are likely to draw attention of someone
whom you like on the romantic front. Eating
right and maintaining an active lifestyle will
keep you fit and energetic.
Lucky Number: 17
Lucky Colour: Electric Grey

The month will remain satisfactory as you get
a chance to enjoy the company of your friends
and relatives. You may receive invitation to an
important event on the social front.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: Cream

An increase in workload can be expected on
the professional front, but you will be able
to cope up. Dietary changes adopted will
help in improving your health.
Lucky Number: 1
Lucky Colour: Aqua Blue

MANISHA KOUSHIK, TAROT CARD READER
The specific arrangement of planets and stars at the time of your birth makes you unique. Celebrity tarot card reader, numerologist, vaastu and fengshui
expert Manisha Koushik gives an insight into what the month ahead has in store for each Sun sign. For details visit: www.askmanisha.com
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Promotion

PHOTO FRAMES

THE GATEWAY TO FREEDOM
An evening view of the tricoloured
Gateway of India with the Mumbai
skyline as the backdrop looks
picturesque and fills your heart with
pride and makes you feel liberated
Pic by: Deven Dadbhawala

NO STRINGS

ATTACHED
To move, to breathe, to fly, to float, to roam the
streets of lands remote - this Independence Day,
explore the feeling of freedom

PHOTO FRAMES

SHAPES OF FREEDOM
For this potter, from Dharavi's pottery
district Kumbharwada in Mumbai, there
is nothing more liberating than having
the freedom to mould wet clay in any
shape as per his imagination. According
to him, his tricolour wheel is a symbol of
liberation just like his work.
Pic by: Vijayanand Gupta

SEASON OF FREEDOM
On August 15, 2013, as the city of Raipur
in Chhattisgarh witnessed heavy
downpour, three students decided to
celebrate Independence Day in a special
way by covering themselves under the
Indian tricolour umbrellas outside the
National Institute of Technology, Raipur
Pic by: Gajendra Choudhary
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THE JUMP OF JOY
A child's celebration has no
boundaries. Such is the story
of this young boy who was
clicked as he jumped with the
Indian tricolour celebrating
Independence Day at a beach
in Kovalam, Kerala.
Pic by: Karthi KN Raveendiran

What was that one moment when you felt completely liberated?

My mother and I were once in Dharamsala, walking from Dharamkot
to Bhagsu and we were lost without a soul in sight. We had to work
our way through rocks and brambles to arrive at our destination.
I felt quite liberated at the end

– Nandini D Tripathy, Avid Traveller

PHOTO FRAMES
LIVE FREE, RIDE FREE!
A group of bikers celebrated
Republic Day as they rode with the
Indian tricolour from the capital to
remote corners of Haryana.
Pic by: Atishay Jain

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
The true feeling of freedom has no
boundaries. Sudhir Kumar Chaudhary, a
popular fan of Indian cricket and Sachin
Tendulkar is seen doing just that as he
waves our national flag during the fourth
day of the second Test match between Sri
Lanka and India at the P. Sara Oval Cricket
Stadium in Colombo on August 23, 2015.
Pic by: Ishara S. Kodikara
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EXPERIENCE
Pg 78

Pg 84

Pg 90

Pg 92

Know more
about ‘The Great
Monsoon Sale’
by Vistara this
rainy season

Make your
travel a truly
personalised
flying
experience

Get an insight
into the
Boarding Pass
Exclusive offers
this month

The fastest
rewarding
Frequent Flyer
Program
is here
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OFFERS GALORE THIS

MONSOON

From ‘The Return of the Great Monsoon Sale’ to being GST ready, Vistara has
astonished one-and-all with its exempelary preparedness to tackle complex
tax reforms and yet offering its flyers unimaginable discounts this rainy season

T

he season of rains in India
has a uniqueness to it, a
sentiment of joy as well as
sweet nostalgia that beckons
to the traveller in you. The
season is truly an ethereal concoction
of bliss, beauty and relief from the
scorching summer sun and it is meant to
be savoured. Vistara upped the ante this
monsoon by raining exciting discounts
for the discerning travellers. The airline
celebrated the early showers with ‘The
Return of the Great Monsoon Sale’ fares
starting at just `799 all-in for Economy
Class and `2,099 all-in for Premium
Economy. The sale was announced at
the back of the exceptional response
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to ‘The Great Monsoon Sale’ organised
on the onset of the season. The offer
allowed the travellers to plan their trips
in advance and fly to some of India’s
favourite holiday destinations such as
Goa, Port Blair, Leh (Ladakh), Jammu,
Srinagar, Kochi, Guwahati, Amritsar,
Bhubaneswar, as well as metro cities such
as Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai and Bengaluru.
With such phenomenal discounts, long
weekends would only seem shorter for
the vacationers.
Vistara has exhibited stellar performance
month after month as it clocked the
highest On Time Performance (OTP) and
Passenger Load Factor (PLF) among all

The month of July became all the more special as we celebrated the
113th birthday of JRD Tata, the man who took the business world by
storm and created a legacy that continues to exalt even today
full-service carriers (FSCs) in India in the
month of June 2017, and second highest
OTP overall, according to the monthly
statistics released by the DGCA. Vistara
also registered zero cancellations, zero
denied boardings, as well as the lowest
passenger complaint rate in the month.
This is the fifth consecutive month that
Vistara has topped the OTP chart and the
third month-in-a-row that it recorded the
highest load factor among Indian FSCs.
This exemplary performance is the reason
that today Vistara boasts of five million
customers. A feat achieved in a short
span of two and a half years.
The month became all the more special as
we celebrated the 113th birthday of JRD Tata,
the man who took the business world by
storm and created a legacy that continues
to exalt even today. JRD Tata was known
for his resilience and the continuous
quest for excellence and it is hardly
surprising that Vistara, a joint venture of
Tata and SIA, reflects the same values
that were once etched on stone by the
pioneer himself. On his birthday, we took
15 children from a Mumbai-based NGO,

Happy Feet Home (India’s first hospice for
children with life limiting illnesses) for a
Mumbai-Delhi round trip and a fun-filled
day-long event at Kingdom of Dreams,
Gurgaon. Vistara employee volunteers
nominated themselves, to welcome the
children at the Delhi airport and spend the
entire day with them. Vistara has always
been at the forefront of caring for the
community, especially towards education
and wellbeing of children, the future of
the country.
July 1, 2017 became iconic in the economic
history of the country as India welcomed a
new tax regime with the implementation
of GST. Vistara’s finance team worked
vigourously to ensure a smooth transition
amid the hullabaloo around GST. It
was indeed a proud moment as Vistara
became one of the first airlines to be GST
ready when it was introduced.
An important part of Vistara’s success
is a result of the various strategic
alliances formed by us with corporations
and government bodies. In July,
the airline announced yet another

strategic partnership with Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) and Delhi
International Airport (DIAL) to introduce
check-in and baggage drop facilities at
the New Delhi station of the Delhi Metro
Airport Express Line. Vistara customers
can check-in with great ease from two
to 12 hours prior to their flight’s schedule
departure at the New Delhi station of the
Airport Express Line Metro. Those already
checked-in, using the web or Vistara’s
mobile app, can simply drop their baggage
at the counter and head to the airport
directly. The service reflects that the
airline’s constant effort to enhance travel
experience for its customers is not only in
air but also on the ground.
The month concluded on a high note as
Vistara was recognised by the Herald
Global Group as India’s Distinctive
Goodwill Brands 2017. This award echoes
our commitment to offer unique products
and services, carefully personalised based
on customer feedback. We sincerely hope
that in the months to come, Vistara will
accomplish greater heights and will
continue to tread this path of success.
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GET EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS
EVEN AFTER YOUR

FLIGHT

Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your
boarding pass within seven days of your travel at our
partner brands and enjoy exciting offers

RETAIL SHOPPING

5% off on transactions of `10,000 and
above (Max discount: `1000), offer
applicable only at www.croma.com (not
applicable at any offline store).
Use promo code: VISTCROM
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Flat 10% off on the
entire drinks, books, and
souvenirs category at
Delhi, Mumbai, Pune and
Bengaluru Airport stores

Get flat 10% off on all
the products at Skywater
retail stores (Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Panchkula)

Flat 15% off on Victorinox and
all other associate brands
available in Gute Reise Stores
in Delhi NCR, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai

Flat 10% off on
transactions of `3000
and above, offer
applicable only at Nykaa
retail stores

DINING

HOSPITALITY

Dining Offer: Flat 10%
discount on food & soft
beverages only at F&B
outlets (Buzz, Swirl
& Deli)

1. One level upgrade* on presenting
the boarding pass
2. Free dessert at any F&B outlet
along with the main course*

20% discount on body
massages, 20% flat discount
on suites and villas, 20% off
on beverages at the bar on all
days before 7 pm

Avail a special 10%* off on the best available
rate along with free WiFi using promo code
‘ZMUP10VIS’ on booking at gingerhotels.
com. Offer can also be availed by
calling 1800 266 3333 or booking directly
at the hotel. *T&Cs apply.

15% off on food bill
(excluding taxes)
20% discount on best available
rate by using promo code
‘ZUSP20VIST’ for booking Lemon
Tree Premier, Lemon Tree
Hotels and Red Fox Hotels.
Booking to be done at www.
lemontreehotels.com

1. 25% OFF against food and
beverages at The Peg
2. 15% OFF at JIVA Spa for all treatments
3. Room upgrade, subject to availability

Exclusive 10% off
on stay along with
complementary
plantation safari, birding
& nature tour, access to
golf course

1. Room upgrade to the
next level *
2. 10% discount on the
usage of the spa facilities

Offer also includes: 20%
discount on F&B (Republic of
Noodles, as per restaurant
availability), free WiFi 24x7,
buffet breakfast.

3. 10% discount on food
& soft beverages at the
restaurants*

1. Economy package for 1: Beer &
burger combo for `449 only
*Taxes exclusive | Domestic beer only!

**Terms and Conditions
Apply

2. Free* Appetiser on a purchase
of an entree
(Appetiser to be similar or
lesser value)
3. Buy One Get One Beer
(Domestic beer only!)
4. Premium package for 2:
2 Margaritas or 2 Beers + 1 Starter +
2 Main Course + 1 Dessert for `1,999
only. *All Inclusive
Offer valid across all the outlets of
Delhi, Chandigarh and Kolkata Only |
T&C apply!

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Flat `500 off against
any body spa service
or facial service*

Flat 15% discount on
all services

Exclusive 36% off on
any spa service

RENT A CAR

TRAVEL AND EXPERIENCE

Black & White
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Dining Offer: Flat 10%
discount on food and soft
beverages
only&
atWhite
F&B
Reverse
Black
outlets (Seven, Umami &
Octave) at the hotel
GUWAHATI ASSAM

`600 off on Myles
(self-drive) MVO500
20% off on
Self-Drive and
Chauffeur-Drive
Use code:
“VISTARA20”

Reverse Colour
`500 off on
Carzonrent
(premium
chauffeur driven
service) outstation
booking CVO500

GUWAHATI ASSAM

Experience the
heritage of old Delhi
like never before at
20% discount

Get 10% off on
Imagica Theme
park & water
park tickets

Package for 1: 2 pints of select
beers + 1 select appetiser
@ `399 + taxes
PackageStandard
for 2: 1 pitcher
of select
Colour
beer + 2 select appetizers @ `799
+ taxes T&C apply
GUWAHATI ASSAM

For more information, please visit www.airvistara.com and check the deals and offers section

*Terms & conditions apply
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KEY FEATURES
FASTEST EARN

Earn up to 11 CV Points per INR 100 spent

FASTEST REDEMPTIONS

Award flights starting from 2000 CV Points
and Upgrade Awards from 500 CV Points

FASTER ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

Now reach elite tiers faster basis lower of Tier
Points and flights taken in 12 month period

THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT
FLYER PROGRAM IS
HERE!
TAILORED FOR THE TRENDSETTERS AND
THE BOARDROOM HIGH FLIERS, THE ALL
NEW CLUB VISTARA IS THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT FLYER PROGRAM*
With Club Vistara, you earn CV Points based on the value
of tickets purchased, the simplest and fairest way to earn
award points. Here at Club Vistara, when you spend more,
you earn more. Club Vistara not only provides you unique
privileges but also offers you: Fastest Earn, Redemption
and Elite Tier Qualification and enhanced elite tier benefits.
As a Club Vistara member you earn CV Points beyond a
flight ticket through our airline and co-brand partners. Earn
exciting privileges and benefits on every flight as you fly
the new feeling.

HOW TO JOIN

Becoming a Club Vistara (CV) member is simple and quick. Register with CV by:
•

Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com

•

Downloading our Mobile App

•

Fill the inflight enrolment form
available with our crew.

Once enrolled, CV membership ID will be sent to your
registered email ID and your account will be automatically
activated. As a CV member, you will have access to your
personalised account through our website and our mobile
app, to easily keep track of all your transactions with us.

ENJOY PRIORITY STATUS

Check-in, Waitlist Clearance, Baggage
Handling and Airport Standby

INCREASED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE

5- 15 kgs over and above the limit basis elite
tier status

LOUNGE ACCESS

Unrestricted access to Vistara Lounge when
you fly with Vistara

GUARANTEED RESERVATIONS
24-48 hour prior to departure

COMPLIMENTARY UPGRADE AND
LOUNGE ACCESS VOUCHERS
For use by self, friends or family

AIRLINE AND NON-AIRLINE PARTNERS
Earn and Redeem CV Points with our partners

EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES
Unconditional benefits and privileges for all
fare types

ENROLL NOW
AND EARN 500
BONUS
CV POINTS

To receive auto-credit of your CV Points, please remember
to quote your CV ID at the time of booking and check in.
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ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

TIER EVALUATION PROCESS

Tier evaluation is in terms of tier points
or the number of Vistara flights taken, whichever
upgrades or maintains your tier status faster. Refer
the Tier Evaluation criteria below:

Elite Tier Qualification process evaluates your tier status every day by
checking the number of Tier Points earned or number of flights flown in the
past 365 days. As soon as a member achieves the criteria as mentioned in
the table, they will be upgraded to the next elite tier or retain their current
tier status. In case of a tier upgrade or renewal, you elite tier status will
be valid for 12 months. On the day of expiry of your tier, if you are unable
to move up to the next elite tier or maintain your current tier, you will be
moved to the next lower tier for the next 12 months. You continue to enjoy
CV Base privileges as our CV Base tier membership will never expire.

Tier

Tier Points
required for
Upgrade

CV Silver

15000

CV Gold

25000

CV Platinum

35000

Flights required
for Upgrade
20
OR

30
40

PRIVILEGES & BENEFITS

CV
Base

CV
Silver

CV
Gold

CV
Platinum

Earn Points on All Flights

✓

✓

✓

✓

Tier/CV Points

8 CV Points

9 CV Points

10 CV Points

11 CV Points

✓

✓

✓

✓

Up to 48 Hours Prior*

Up to 24 Hours Prior*

Priority Airport Standby
✓

Priority Waitlist clearance
Guaranteed Reservations in
Economy Class
Priority Airport Check-in

Premium Economy
Counter

Business Class Counter

Business Class Counter

Increased Baggage Allowance

+5 Kg

+10 Kg

+15 kg

Priority Boarding

✓

✓

Lounge Access

✓

✓

Priority Baggage handling

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Lounge Access Vouchers

1

2

4

Upgrade Voucher

1

3

Exclusive Offers and Promotions

✓

5

Meet & Greet

✓

No Rescheduling Fee

✓

EARNING CV POINTS

Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with us.
At Club Vistara, our conscious effort is to ensure every flying experience of yours is a memorable
one. Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with
us. Earn CV Points based on the fare value of your ticket (base fare excluding taxes and fees). When
you spend more, you will earn more CV Points. Members can also earn CV Points with our partners.
When you fly with Vistara, simply share your CV ID at the time of booking or check-in and receive
the auto – credit of CV Points in you CV account within 24-48 hours. Your CV Points are valid for 36
months from the date of flight. Use CV Points to redeem Award Flights and Upgrade Awards. Please
refer to the table to know the CV Point accrual for Vistara flights.
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Tier

CV Points per INR 100 spent

CV Base

8

CV Silver

9

CV Gold

10

CV Platinum

11

PARTNERSHIPS
With our partners, make the most of your CV membership even when you are not
flying with us. We have carefully formed partnerships that offer you more choices to
earn and redeem CV Points
AIRLINE PARTNERS

CO-BRAND PARTNERS

Vistara now allows you to board domestic to fly international.

Earn CV Points with every swipe through Axis
Bank Vistara Credit Cards.

With Vistara, you can enjoy a hassle-free international flying experience. Being the
preferred partner for many major international flights, our relationship with them allows
you to earn and redeem CV Points on their flights.
You can earn and redeem CV Points on the following international flights:

UNDERSTANDING TIER POINTS AND CV POINTS
When you fly with Vistara, you earn CV Points that enable you to redeem Award Flights &
Upgrade Awards and Tier Points that help determine your elite tier.
Tier Points are non-redeemable and are valid only for 12 months from the date of the
flight. You can use your CV Points as currency to redeem rewards with Vistara & its
Partners. CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of flight. When you fly/spend
with our airline/non-airline partners you earn CV Points. You can also earn CV Points by
participating in our offers and promotions.

REDEMPTION OF CV POINTS
With Award Flight redemptions starting as low as 2,000 CV Points and Upgrade Awards starting at 500 CV Points,
rewards could not be any faster. Club Vistara offers you the fastest journey to redemption of flights & upgrades. You
can instantly redeem Award Flights by logging on to our website www.airvistara.com
VISTARA AWARD FLIGHTS
•

You can redeem CV Points for Vistara Award
Flights by following the below easy steps:

•

Log on to www.airvistara.com

•

Enter Club Vistara membership ID

•

Click on ‘Redeem Now’ button

•

Submit details on ‘Redeem Award Flight’

•

Select ‘Flight & Redeem’

VISTARA UPGRADE REWARDS
Now redeem CV Points to upgrade your cabin class by calling our
Customer Service Centre at +91 120 6699901/02 or contacting
our Airport Ticketing Office (ATO) for instant upgrades.

To know the CV Points required for Vistara Award Flights and
Vistara Upgrade Awards, please visit our website at www.
airvistara.com

COMPLIMENTARY TIER MATCH
We invite you to enjoy a complimentary 3-month CV Gold membership, if you are a Gold or above tier member with any other
frequent flyer program. Please send us a request along with a copy of your membership card/ statement at contactus@
clubvistara.com or visit us at www.clubvistara.com

August 2017 | www.airvistara.com | 95

