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Automation for a Changing World

Delta CNC Lathe Solution- NC200 Series
Compound multiple, efficient and stable Delta CNC Control System
Features:
XYZ 3 axes simultaneous control
Single spindle, single turret applications
Cost-efficient CNC controller
Delta's DMCNET protocol
Compatible with ISO standard G codes
C-axis function
Built-in intuitive graphics programming tool, simple 3 steps to set the turning program, output a
complete NC Code
With processing path preview and hand wheel simulation function
Meet us at Amtex 2018
Venue : Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, India
Hall no. 7, Stall No. G-53
Date : 6th to 9th July 2018

www.deltaelectronicsindia.com
automation@deltaww.com
#DeltaPoweringGreenAutomation

vistara editorial

Bird-eye view of Vistara’s 21st aircraft, an Airbus A320neo powered by CFM engines

Expanding vistas
At a time when the Indian aviation
sector has been witnessing robust
passenger growth and has emerged as
one of the fastest growing domestic
aviation market for the third straight
year, as per the global airline body
IATA, Vistara continues to grow
at the same pace. 2018 has been
a significant year for us with the
completion of our initial fleet order
and the induction of the 21st aircraft
in June that makes us eligible to
commence international operations.
While we continue to work towards
launching our maiden international
operations, we are also focusing on
expanding our network to offer more
choices to our customers.

come a long way in terms of the
technological innovations and how
it is shaping air travel for the near
future. At a time when the aviation
sector is going through a period of
great change, Vistara has unlocked the
potential of technology through an
early adoption of Artificial Intelligence
with a view to enhance customer
experience. Vistara has brought to
the forefront an Artificial Intelligenceenabled robot, RADA, specially
designed to elevate customer’s air
travel experience by offering travelrelated information.

We are truly humbled by the
love, confidence and unrelenting
trust of our customers, owing to
which we have been bestowed
with many accolades in the past.
Another landmark achievement that
exemplifies our popularity is of flying
our 10 millionth passenger recently.

At Vistara, we are committed
towards the cause of preserving the
environment and contribute towards
the industry’s collective efforts to
protect the environment. Every year,
our stations across cities participate
in the cause of World Environment
Day through tree plantation drives. In
addition to this, Vistara has pledged to
reduce the consumption of plastics by
50 per cent on-board.

The aviation industry in India has

If you haven’t been bitten by the travel

bug yet, let our magazine take you
on a virtual tour of some of the most
splendid locations across the world.
Our current issue boasts a variety of
local and international destinations,
with a twist. Monsoon is among the
most beautiful seasons to explore the
natural beauty of our country. Soak in
the beauty and splendour with a quick
trip to some of the most fascinating
monsoon destinations in India on pages
52-58. Think sun, sand and beaches
and dive into the depths of Goa on
pages 24-30. Rome wasn’t built in a
day, but you could plan a trip down
the beautiful lanes through eyes of the
ever-glamorous Audrey Hepburn on
pages 70-76. And, if you’re still hungry
for more, we’ve dished out a delectable
piece on Vikas Khanna’s directorial
debut on pages 42-48.
It has been a stellar first half of the year
at Vistara and we hope to continue
this beautiful journey with you as we
prepare to enter the international skies.
Here’s hoping you will continue to make
more such memorable journeys with
Vistara and fly the new feeling with us!
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Auro Beach in
Puducherry is
known for its
shallow waters
and diminutive
waves. (Page 56)
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facebook.com/
AirVistara

@airvistara

Scan this QR code from your
smart phone to visit our app

vistara experience

The social buzz
The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in social media and our followers
can’t stop talking about Vistara
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potpourri
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

{Cycle Tour}

Aviation

GLIMPSES OF RURAL JAPAN

Facts

Japan offers its travellers a cycling
exploration through some of the most
beautiful and unspoiled sceneries of
the Noto Peninsula on the Japan Sea
coast. This self-guided tour will help
tourists to learn about community
lifestyles by meeting locals, staying at
family-run inns and sampling the local
cuisine. Riding from mountain roads
to coastal trails, the tour focuses
on appreciation of local culture and
customs. Cyclists would be able to
sample the seafood cuisine of the
Noto Peninsula, sourced from the
mountains and the sea.

Airplanes are tested
and certified for
lightning strikes. The

engineering
design

of a plane lets the electric
charge of a lightning bolt
run through the plane
and out of it, typically
without causing damage
to the plane.

{Information}

Touring Coal Mines
Maharashtra Tourism Development
Corporation (MTDC) is promoting
mine tourism in the state to create
awareness about the significance
of coal mining. An eco-friendly
Mine Tourism Circuit at Saoner
near Nagpur was already launched
two years back and recently
MTDC has added Wani in Yavatmal
district as the latest destination
in the list of mine tourism.
Tourists can visit deep inside the
coal mines to understand the
intricacies involved in coal mining.
Trained tour guides will brief and
educate the travellers about the
mining processes.
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The tiny hole at
the bottom of
airplane window is
an important safety
feature to regulate

cabin
pressure
so that the middle
pane remains
intact and
uncompromised
until it is called
into duty.

lasting
relationships

complete
solution

global sales
network

quality control

`

cost savings
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Aeroplay Entertainment is a boutique Inflight Content Service Provider
delivering 360-degree services to various airline partners globally. We create,
source, licence and curate content tailored to passenger demographics.

Customized content through multiple channels onboard.

SEE YOU IN BOSTON
BOOTH NO #105
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movie of the month

Mission: Impossible - Fallout
Directed by: Christopher McQuarrie
Cast: Tom Cruise, Rebecca
Ferguson, Henry Cavill, Michelle
Monaghan, Simon Pegg, Alec
Baldwin, Sean Harris
Release date: July 27
Ethan Hunt and his IMF team, along with
some familiar allies, race against time
after a mission goes wrong.

bollywood / hollywood

18

Ant-Man and The Wasp

Directed by: Shashank Khaitan

Director: Peyton Reed

Cast: Ishaan Khattar, Ashutosh

Cast: Evangeline Lilly, Hannah

Afghan: In Search of
a Home
Director: Radhika Rao,
Vinay Sapru

Rana, Janhvi Kapoor, Kharaj
Mukherjee

John-Kamen, Walton Goggins,
Judy Greer, Paul Rudd

Cast: Adnan Sami

Release date: July 6

Release date: June 15

Release date: July 9

Set in picturesque town of
Udaipur, the story explores the
struggle of the protagonists
belonging to different castes
and how they deal with issues
like honour killing.

As Scott Lang balances as a
superhero and a father, Hope van
Dyne and Dr Hank Pym present an
urgent new mission that finds AntMan fighting alongside the Wasp to
uncover secrets from their past.

The movie highlights the status
of musicians in a country where
people related to music and art
turn out to be targeted victims due
to Islamic extremists - Taliban.
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*Release dates are subject to change

Dhadak
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on my kindle
By presenting a plethora of information, facts, figures and data on climate change in the context
of India, Mridula Ramesh provides a roadmap on the way forward in the book The Climate
Solution: India's Climate Change Crisis and What We Can Do About It, published by Hachette India
Despite knowing that human beings are
directly as well as indirectly responsible for
causing damage to the environment, we
are unable to stop that. What could be the
reason behind this?
Many of us do not know (or accept)
that we humans are responsible for the
environmental damage. Experts understand
this, but the understanding has not trickled
down to the common person. For instance,
while 97% of climate scientists agree on
the human role in the current rapid climate
change, a 2012 Yale survey shows that
41% of Indians said they did not know
about it [global warming]. We also need
to understand how our everyday choices
of living, moving and eating, affect the
environment. Addressing these two gaps
in our understanding is what the book is
all about.
Urbanisation and development are interrelated and are the need of the day. What
are the best sustainable ways to go ahead
with development?
Good and thoughtful designs allow
for sustainability and development to
coexist. For instance, taking one aspect of

development –
energy access –
we can enable
energy access
in a sustainable
fashion through
solar powered
direct current
microgrids,
which consist
of solar panels
providing
electricity to
remote areas
where the electricity grid has not come,
running lights, a fan or two, and charging
points. In some scenarios, this is more costeffective than providing an alternate current,
grid-based solution.
Food waste is getting problematic day by
day. How can it be handled effectively?
The world wastes 1.3 bn tonnes of food
each year. But if we only segregate our
waste into wet and dry, there are several
technologies available today to manage
waste. Depending on space availability,
type and quantity of food waste and

Outsider

upcoming

releases

By: Stephen King
Publisher: Hodder &
Stoughton
Price: `699
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budget, one can decide which one to go
for – biogas for bulk composting or bokashi
for smaller composting. There are several
private waste managers available in many
cities in India who can manage the food
waste for you.
Indian government's active participation
in tackling climate crisis is much required.
What are your views about it?
There is a role for the government in
setting policy. We must understand that in
a democracy, the government will follow
what it believes to be the desire of a sizable
portion of the electorate. So, we need to
speak up, and speak clearly. Second, given
the amount of dangerous warming already
‘baked’ in into the system, we need to focus
on building climate resilience – which works
best at the city or even neighbourhood
level. There citizens need to take the lead
and the government needs to facilitate
action.
One line advice for all human beings on
sustainable living.
Be Climate Wise and locally manage your
water and waste.

Padmavat: An Epic
Love Story
By: Purushottam Agrawal
Published by:
Rupa Publications
Price: `295

perspective
in passing

events of the month
Carnaval Tropical
de Paris

Runway Rising
When: July 4
Where: The Ashok,
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi

When: July 1
Where: Paris
Starting at the Place
de la Nation and
continuing through
the streets of the 11th
arrondissement back to
the starting point, the
event is all about lively
music and atmosphere.
The carnival is a
colourful and fun
parade celebrating over
30 different overseas’
costumes and dances.

When: July 18
Where: All across the world
The day is more than a celebration of
Nelson Mandela’s life and legacy. The
overarching objective of Mandela Day
is to inspire individuals to take action
to help change the world for the
better, and in doing so build a global
movement for good.

22
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Comic Con International

RFC India 2018

When: July 19–22
Where: San Diego, USA

When: July 21-28
Where: Goa

The event attracts fans
of comic books, movie
memorabilia, and pop culture
of all kinds. Visitors can attend
autograph signings, workshops
and panels. The event also
hosts fans dressed up as their
favourite characters.

The off-road motorsport battle,
Season 5 of RFC India will include
41 teams from across the country.
It is an extreme off-road motorsport
competition that tests the contestants’
driving and vehicle recovery skills,
team spirit along with their mental
strength under extreme conditions.

*Dates of events are subject to change; images are for representation only

Nelson Mandela
International Day

A one-day exhibition will
feature pret & couture
fashion, precious &
destination jewellery,
accessories, gifts, home
decor items, beauty &
wellness products and
much more. The exhibition
by Ramola Bachchan
will dazzle with a special
festive edition of the
designer wear collection
this year.

Get Mesmerised in

Goa

Good food and beautiful beaches with a swinging
nightlife and rich heritage, to boot. There aren’t
many destinations that offer the prerequisites of a
perfect holiday quite like Goa
words // Beverly Pereira

24
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oa means many
things to different
people. It’s a delight
for culinary enthusiasts and a
playground for culture seekers and
history buffs. For those in search
of mindful living, Goa is a secret
getaway, a bucolic land speckled
with sleepy villages, yoga centres
and seemingly endless stretches
of paddy fields. The coastal
state turns into a paradise for
beachcombers and a hedonistic
hub for partygoers in the winter
months when there’s a slight nip
in the air. Truth be told, Goa is one
of those destinations that has a
year-round charm. Even during the
wet months—from June through
September—when the beaches are
all but closed and Goa reverts to
its unhurried self, one can never
be at a total loss for things to see
and do.

Images are for representation only

travel
bleisure

travel
bleisure

Insider's view

Ira Anand

Crew Services &
Training

“South Goa has some of the best offerings for food lovers. Da
Tita on Majorda beach offers lip-smacking wood fired oven
pizzas and delicious pastas. Fisherman’s Wharf is a waterfront
restaurant where one can get the perfect combination of great
food overlooking a great view. Head to MasterChef Victoria, a
local bakery on Utorda Beach for some of their delicious sweet
offerings - custard eclairs and savoury delights like prawn and
chicken patties at reasonable prices.”

Relive the past
Goa’s rich heritage is evident in more than just its majestic forts

VISIT

Living history

Old-world charm
A walk through Fontainhas,
Asia’s only Latin Quarter,
is akin to travelling back
in time to Goa in the late
18th century. Time stands
still in this historic area that
sits squarely amid the busy
capital city of Panaji. Amble
along winding cobblestone
streets and marvel at rows
of quaint yellow, maroon,
blue and green heritage
homes that have stood the
test of time. Spend enough
time here and you might
just hear the strains of a
trumpet, or Latin-style guitar
riffs, floating through the air.
Top: Aguada Fort, the 17th century
Portuguese fort; Right: Museum of
Goa Art Gallery (MOG) 2

How to
Get There
Vistara has daily
non-stop flights
from Delhi to Goa
and convenient
connections from
other major cities.
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From Fort Aguada and Reis
Magos in North Goa, to Cabo
de Rama in the south—all
overlooking the Arabian Sea—
right up to island fortresses
such as Corjuem Fort,
there’s plenty to fascinate
the history lover. Goa brims
with countless chapels and
churches too, and the 16th
century Basilica de Bom
Jesus, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, is a must for its
Baroque architecture.

Galleries galore
Visit the many galleries to
get a good glimpse of art
by Goa’s thriving creative
community. The Museum
of Goa (MOG), established
by reputed artist Subodh
Kerkar in Pilerne, has three
floors filled with art and an
outdoor sculpture garden.
Spend time soaking in art
and photography shows at
Sunaparanta, Goa Centre
for the Arts, housed in
a sprawling Portuguese
mansion nestled in Panaji’s
Altinho Hills.

travel
bleisure

Live it up
Goa is known for its exceptional local fare, global cuisine and never-ending parties

Eat/Music
Rich culinary
heritage

The world on your
plate

If you have seafood on your
mind, let Vinayak Family
Restaurant in Assagao be
your first stop for lunch
and gorge on the seafood
thali. For a fancier dinner,
head to House of Lloyd
set in a century-old IndoPortuguese house near
Candolim. Renowned for its
mutton potato chops, fish
cutlets, succulent tongue
and a variety of home-style
curries, the atmospheric
restaurant serves Goan
cuisine at its authentic best.

Some of the country’s
finest restaurants are
found in Goa, all thanks
to the dozens of chefs
from across the world
who have made it their
home. Bomra’s, on
the Candolim stretch,
is helmed by the
celebrated Burmese
chef Bawmra Jap.
With a succinct menu
that boasts dishes like
spicy raw mango salad
with groundnuts and
crab, and desserts like
coconut and jackfruit
panna cotta, Bomra’s
occupies a permanent
place on every Goa
insider’s best restaurants
list even though it only
functions during the
season. Be sure to dine
at Lila Café, in Anjuna,
known for its sublime
European fare, and
Sakana in Vagator for the
terrific Japanese menu.

Party central
In Goa, nights almost
always run long and
late. So there’s never a
shortage of party places
to let your hair down.
Start the night out with
some fantastic live music
at The Stone House in
Candolim before you
make your way to Soro in
Assagao, where shaking a
leg to heady beats comes
naturally even to the most
dance-averse.

Top: Goan delicacy at Bomra's;
Right: A jamming session at The
Stone House

fact sheet
Share a lesser-known fact about Goa and win a prize.
Top three facts will be featured on The Social Buzz page of our next issue.

Email your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Top three lucky
winners will win prizes.
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Not to
Miss

Free your spirit
Get used to the Goan way of life

Azulejos, or the
ubiquitous blue-andwhite tiles seen all
over Portugal, are
very much at home
in Goa. Pick up one of
these iconic tiles as a
keepsake or splurge on
exquisite pastel-toned
ceramic ware at Velha
Goa Galeria in Panjim.

shop
Eclectic offerings
People Tree, in Assagao, is the
place to go if you fancy all things
handcrafted. Scour through
upcycled jewellery, cloth-bound
notebooks, block-print attire and
quirky woven cushion covers for
cool gifts. Swing by The Flame Store
in Candolim, where a beautifully
curated selection of jewellery, bags,
carpets, home décor and heritage
furniture vie for attention among
racks of fabulous garments by
designer and co-founder, Martino
Caramia.

To market, to market
The air is heavy with the heady
aroma of spices like turmeric,
cinnamon and peppercorn at the
Mapusa market that pops up every
Friday. Haggle for high-quality
spices as you take in the sights and
sounds of this busy open-air market
frequented by locals. For another
kind of market experience, visit the
Arpora Saturday Night Market during
the season for unique buys, live
music and an interesting line-up of
food stalls.

Goa’s quaint family-run
bakeries produce
all kinds of local
delicacies, including
poi bread. Sample
Goan sweets like
bebinca, dosh, bolinha
and dodol at Confeitaria
31 De Janeiro in Panaji.
Cafe St. Anthony’s, a
time-honoured bakery
in Siolim, serves fresh
puffs, pan rolls and
traditional Portuguese
half-moon pastries
called rissois.

Switch off

Trek your way through
dense jungles to the
thunderous four-tiered
Dudhsagar waterfall.
Just the sight of Goa’s
highest waterfall is a
reward in itself, but a
natural shower under
the cascading falls is
even better.
Top: The Flame Store; Above: Parasailing activity at a beach in Goa
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A trip to Goa is never complete
without whiling away time at idyllic
beaches like Morjim and Ashvem
in North Goa and Palolem and
Agonda in the south. Adventure
seekers, however, might want
to dive headlong into all sorts of
water sports, including parasailing,
kayaking, jet skiing, wind-surfing,
snorkeling and scuba diving. During
the rains, hit the Mandovi River for
an exhilarating whitewater rafting
experience.

in transit
did you know?

The

largest
& oldest
living organism
on Earth is the

Pando
clone.

It is a quaking aspen colony of over
47,000 trees in Utah that stretches
over 106-acres, weighs 13 million
pounds, and is 80,000 years old. The
colony is made of genetically identical
trees, called stems, connected by a
single root system.
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offshore
kangaroo island

Kangaroo Island
Off-the-cuff

Here’s why this sparsely populated,
almost deserted island, off the coast
of South Australia, is on every luxury
traveller’s to-do list
Words // Riaan Jacob George

“T

here are kangaroos all
over, not by the dozens,
but by the hundreds,” I
exclaim to my local guide,
as I drive through one of the seemingly
never-ending roads of Kangaroo Island.
The island, as its name suggests, was
named so by English explorer Matthew
Flinders who discovered it in 1802 and
was overwhelmed, like I was, by the
sheer number of kangaroos that thrived
on the island. Today, unofficial reports
estimate the kangaroo population of
the island at 5 million.
Be that as it may, I seem to be already
overwhelmed by the beauty of Kangaroo
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Coordinated bathroom suites
Contemporary stylish designs
Differentiated colours
Flosense technology

Image credit: Jonathan van der Knaap

offshore
kangaroo island

Quad biking at Kangaroo Island

Island, in my opinion South
Australia’s best-kept secret, merely a
few minutes after my arrival.
Take the flight, a quick fifteenminute hop from mainland Australia
(Adelaide airport) and the tiny
airplane lands into Kangaroo Island
Airport — a landing strip in the
middle of nowhere, with a terminal
that’s the size of an apartment.
Kangaroo Island is almost 150 km
in length, making it Australia’s third
largest island after Tasmania and

Melville Island. Also, given that
the human population on this
massive island is not more than
5,000, it could easily be classified
as a deserted island. What strikes
me first is just how diverse the
landscape is at every bend of
the road. It goes from lush green
meadows to thick forests to
rocky terrains within the span of
a few minutes. Kangaroo Island
can succinctly be described as ‘a
wildlife sanctuary without fences’,
as it is possible to see a whole
bunch of Australian animals in

their natural habitat. I also learn that
over 30 per cent of the island enjoys
protected national park status.
Adventure Sports
My exploration of Kangaroo Island
started with a bit of adventure
sports. I decide to take a two-hour
Quad bike experience to truly
understand the different landscapes
and to get a glimpse of the endemic
flora and fauna. Following a short
safety briefing, I get onto one of
the powerful quad bikes (automatic
and manual options are available)

The landscape, at every bend of the road, changes from
lush green meadows to thick forests to rocky terrains
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offshore
kangaroo island

and speed off into the thick bush,
over rocky terrain and muddy
patches. The guide leads the way
and stops in case we spot any
wildlife. We stop suddenly in the
middle of a deserted patch as
we chance upon four wild koalas
crawling on gumtree branches.
The koala population of Kangaroo

Island is estimated at 5,00,000
but given that they are reclusive
animals, spotting four of them
in the wild is a rare occurrence.
If Quad Biking is not your cup
of tea, you can always opt for
other adventure sports like sand
boarding and kayaking.

Image credit: Ben Goode Earth Art Photography

Seal Bay Conservation Park in
Kangaroo Island is an ocean-front
sanctuary that is entirely cordoned
off so that endemic seals can exist in
their natural habitat

Seal Watching
A visit to the Seal Bay
Conservation Park turned out
to be one of the most surreal
wildlife experiences I’ve had. As its
name suggests, this ocean-front
sanctuary is entirely cordoned off
so that endemic seals can exist
in their natural habitat. I step
out onto the 800 mt boardwalk
and spot, on both sides — and
sometimes even under the
boardwalk — dozens of seals just
lying around. A naturalist escorts
you through the park with strict
instructions on keeping one’s
distance from the seals. Every
now and then you will spot a
seal coming in from its fishing
expeditions at sea.

Mother and baby seal at Seal Bay Conservation Park

pitstop
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Clifford’s Honey Farm is an authentic Australian farm producing highquality honey. The family-run honey farm has a visitor centre where you
can see the bee hives and even buy flavoured honey, produced by the
prized Ligurian bees, brought to the island from Italy.

BEST DESTINATION
SPA IN INDIA

Image credit: Julie Fletcher

offshore
kangaroo island

Massive boulders of Remarkable Rocks

You can fly to
Australia with
Vistara’s interline
partners Singapore
Airlines, Qatar
Airways, Emirates,
and SriLankan
Airlines.

Must-try

Most Photographable
Spots
To discover one of the most
untouched and pristine spots
on Kangaroo Island, I spend an
afternoon at Flinders Chase National
Park. I drive endlessly through the
park and its dramatic landscapes
(look out for kangaroos by the road
and koalas on the tree) before finally
reaching the tip of the national
park where you can enjoy one of
Australia’s most beautiful ocean
walks. Along the ocean, and clinging
to the rocky cliffs, you walk along
to boardwalk till you reach Admiral’s

Restaurant
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Arch. This natural formation in the
form of a rocky arch has been carved
by the beating waves over millions
of years and now makes for the
most ‘Instagrammable’ spot on the
island. A short drive away are the
curiously named Remarkable Rocks, a
breathtaking rock formation hanging
precariously atop a lofty cliff. You can
walk on top of the massive boulders
of Remarkable Rocks, and admire
the unique landscape and sweeping
ocean vistas.
If you are fascinated by lighthouses,
don’t forget to visit Cape du

Cactus
Restaurant options are limited on Kangaroo Island, but don’t forget to
have a meal at Cactus in the tiny town of Kingscote. This restaurant’s
hipster chic vibe (and Instagrammable wall art) complements its
food, which focuses strongly on Kangaroo Island produce. The meat,
vegetables and herbs are sourced from local farmers served in an
easy-going, sharing format! The restaurant is run by two dynamic
chefs, who are always up for a chat, if you ask for them.

Couedic, where the old lighthouse
stands atop a cliff. You can
even catch a glimpse of the old
lighthouse keepers’ cottages, now
abandoned, and some cottages
have even been transformed into
homestays.
Kangaroo Island is best enjoyed
over 48 hours, as an extension of a
trip from Adelaide, and is perfectly
suited for a discerning luxury
traveller, seeking unique authentic
experiences, that are truly off the
beaten path and off the regular
tourist trail.

personality
vikas khanna

Vikas Khanna

EMBARKING ON A NEW JOURNEY
Named as one of the 10 iconic chefs of all time, alongside Julia Child, Jamie
Oliver, Clemens Wilmenrod, Massimo Bottura and David Chang, who have
revolutionised the culinary movement, Amritsar-born and New York-based
Michelin star chef Vikas Khanna is also an award-winning author (who has
penned more than 25 cookbooks and is currently working on his 32nd book,
‘Pilgrim’s Flavour’), poet, filmmaker, television host and a humanitarian
words // Shillpi A Singh
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Set sail for a high seas adventure
with lovable monsters

ONLY IN CINEMAS

6-Slide Waterpark

Fireworks at Sea

World-Class Entertainment

Dining

This summer, join Drac’s pack for a monstrous vacation on the Genting Dream!
• Meet & Greet Hotel Transylvania 3 Characters
• Hotel Transylvania 1 & 2 Movie Marathon
• Bedtime Stories with Drac
• Dracula Zipline
• DJ Zouk Pool Party

• Best Dressed Monster-themed Costume Party
• Blobby Milkshake Drinking Contest
• Mummy Look-alike Dress Up Competition
• Monster Treasure Hunt
• Monster Art Attack & Face Painting

GENTING DREAM SINGAPORE CRUISES
2-Night High Seas
Weekend Cruise (Fri)

` 18,450

per person

1800-3010-1977

2-Night Kuala Lumpur
Cruise (Wed)

3-Night Phuket
Cruise (Sun)

` 18,540

` 23,580

per person

TravelTours.in

per person

Departures: 25th May - 31th Aug, 2018
5-Night Surabaya - North Bali - or
Redang - Koh Samui - Bangkok or
Redang - Sihanoukville - Bangkok (Sun)

` 41,265
per person

holidays@traveltours.in

AHMEDABAD + BANGALORE + CHANDIGARH + CHENNAI + HYDERABAD + JALANDHAR + KOCHI
KOLKATA + LUDHIANA + MUMBAI + NEW DELHI + PUNE + SURAT + VADODARA + VIJAYAWADA
PART OF FCTG AUSTRALIA ● 25+ STORES IN INDIA
● 17+ CITIES ● OVER 1 MILLION
CUSTOMERS
The rates are based on low season for interior stateroom for 1PAX on twin sharing, excluding tax and gratuity. Above programs are
subject to change without prior notice. Other terms and conditions will apply.

personality
vikas khanna

T

he instinctive chef
whose dishes get it right,
managed to cook up
another surprise when he presented
the teaser of his directorial debut,
The Last Color, to a packed house
at the 71st Festival de Cannes in
May this year. It was his fourth
consecutive appearance in the
French Riviera, and he says, “It was
the most humbling experience for
me so far. There was silence after the
teaser ended.” Starring veteran actor
Neena Gupta in the lead role, the
film is a screen adaptation of his 31st
book by the same name that was also
released on the occasion. “The film
is about the simple thought of being
denied the right to touch colour. It
is a story of dreams, girl child, girl
education, girl empowerment and
simple friendships and promises. It
captures India’s rich cultural heritage.
The story is compelling and I couldn’t
resist telling it to the world,” says

Khanna, who had been there earlier
for the release of Utsav - A Culinary
Epic of Indian Festivals in 2015,
the premiere of his documentary
Kitchens of Gratitude in 2016, and
the trailer of a documentary on his
life, Buried Seeds in 2017.
The film is set in Varanasi along
the banks of the mighty Ganges
and revolves around the life of a
widow, Noor, played by Gupta and
her special friendship with a young
tightrope walker, Chhoti, played by
a child actor Aqsa Siddiqui. Delhibased transgender activist Rudrani
Chhetri plays an important role
of a transwoman in an attempt to
break the stereotypical image of a
transgender in our society. The onehour 26-minute film revolves around
the Supreme Court order against
the age-old tradition of not allowing
widows in Vrindavan to play Holi.
Khanna says, “The current of the
river was electrifying, and the film
almost flowed like the river. It gave

me the courage to dream big and
give shape to this ambitious project.
The river is a full-fledged character in
my movie.”
Background check
Khanna had written the book way
back in 2011, and the first inspiration
for making a film based on the book
came from a colourful photograph
of widows playing Holi in Vrindavan,
a moment that was beautifully
captured by photojournalist
and documentary photographer
Susannah Ireland. The photograph
captured Khanna’s imagination
and inspired him to traverse this
arduous journey of filmmaking. The
photograph has been recreated in
a scene in the movie where Gupta,
completely drenched in the pink
colour, is seen lying on the floor,
as if in a trance much like the
widow in Ireland’s photograph that
she had shot for a news feature.
Recalling the first reactions to his
idea, he says, “Even when I wrote

The film is about the simple thought of being
denied the right to touch colour. It is a story
of dreams, friendships and promises
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Left: Neena
Gupta as
Noor on the
poster of
the movie;
Below: Vikas
Khanna
while
shooting a
scene
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at ibis India, it’s all about ibism

'Cause ibism lets you be who you are.
An ism with no rules to follow, a community that's never judgemental
and forever spontaneous. Come love a culture that’s all about you.
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18 hotels | 12 cities
Get rewarded with

Connect with ibism at

ibis.com

ibis.india
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Rapid
fire

My favourite past-time is
reading, photography,
exploring exotic cultures.
If I am not cooking, then I
am writing.
My mom cooks the best
meal for me.
My favourite cuisine is
Indian but I’m very inspired
by the food of Bhutan, Tibet
and recently Cambodia.
Home cooked food,
southern or Bengali, makes
me happy.
I cannot eat the so-called
exotic foods, sometimes
endangering the species.
Daal, Roti and yoghurt
smoothies are best to lift my
mood.
I love to cook seafood. As a
child we did not have much
seafood besides Amritsari
fried fish or tomato fish.
My favourite books are too
many. I started reading
when I moved to America
and was determined to learn
English. One of my favorites
is Jonathan Livingston
Seagull.
My favourite films are
Pather Panchali, DDLJ,
Masaan, Salaam Bombay,
Children of Heaven.
My favourite song is Halka
Halka Saroor by Nusrat
Saab and everything by Lata
Didi.
I like the last scene of
Inception.
My favourite film-director is
Raj Kapoor for being so bold
and Mira Nair, Majid Majidi,
and Sebastian Lelio.
I would love to cook for
Philippe Petit. I will cook
Indo-French cuisine.
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Chef Vikas
Khanna with
the child
actor Aqsa
Siddiqui
who essays
the role of
Chhoti in
the movie

the book, everyone asked me, ‘Why
fiction?’ And I’d tell them that I want
a surprise element in my career.
Honestly, I didn’t think I’d make a film
— I never had the time. But when
I realised that the subject where
women were denied the right to
touch colour means so much to me, I
was convinced that nobody would be
as close to the story as I am. It is the
most organic work that I have ever
done in my life.”
Cast it right
But a lot of thought went into
casting. National Award winner
Neena Gupta’s post on social media
where she had written, “I live in
Mumbai and working. I am a good
actor and looking for good parts to
play,” got Khanna thinking. He landed
in Mumbai to offer her Noor’s part.
Chhoti was selected after a series
of auditions across various cities,
and the effervescent Chettri was a
natural choice to portray the role of
transgender, Anarkali. “Neenaji is a

talented and methodical actor. She’s
taken the role to another level. I went
to meet her with a lot of prep hoping
to talk about the story, screenplay,
songs, etc., but she never went
into the details, and just accepted it
without asking any questions. She
only asked me when and where she
does have to come for the shoot,” he
reminisces about finding Noor.
Beaming with pride over the child
actor, he says, “I had auditioned many
children in Delhi and Varanasi for
Chhoti’s role, but my search ended
on a beautiful note after meeting
Aqsa at Zeenat Mahal School from
Shahdara in the Capital. She surprised
me with her simple transformation
into the character while auditioning
for the role. Chhetri has done the
most fabulous work in the film.”
The film has many real-life street
children, who attended workshops
for months to do justice to their part.
The movie has been shot extensively
across Varanasi, along the lanes and

IT’S COSY SLEEP-ISM
IN IBISM
At ibis India, experience the best sleep ever
with our one-of-a-kind, extra cosy Sweet Bed.

BOOK TO

#LOVEIBISM

18 hotels | 12 cities
Get rewarded with

Connect with ibism at

ibis.com

ibis.india

ibisindia

ibisindia
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Showcasing Culinary Art
Michelin Star Chef Vikas Khanna
inaugurated India’s first Culinary and
Kitchen Arts Museum in Manipal in
April 2018. It is dedicated to his late
father, Davinder Khanna.
The museum, spread over 25,000 sq
ft, has been curated with over 10,000
objects and collectibles. It boasts of
hundreds of pans, plates, an exquisite
100-year-old ladle used to serve
food at temples, vessels from the
Konkan, Udupi and Chettinad regions,
old seed sprinklers, eclectic bowls
dating to the Harappan era, rolling
pins, ancient Samovars, a variety
of tea strainers, chakli/murukku
makers, hand press fruit juicers,
pickle bottles, beautiful earthenware,
an array of artistic spoons and
serving spoons from various parts
of India.
Over the last 10 years, Chef Khanna
has been travelling and exploring
the length and breadth of the country
and has personally built this massive
repository of kitchens across regions,
geographies, religions and cultures.
“The museum is a treasure trove
of antique culinary collections
dating back hundreds of years.
I am grateful to my Alma Mater,
Welcome Group Graduate School of
Hotel Administration for giving me a
home to set up India’s first culinary
museum,” he says. All the 10,000 plus
valuables have been aesthetically
displayed in the museum, which
forms part of the new Department of
Culinary Arts building that has been
designed in the shape of a giant pot.

by-lanes, along the ghats, on the
riverfront, and all around the town
because he wanted to show the
beauty of the city in all its hues as
much as he had explored through his
umpteen visits in all these years.
Prep wise
Khanna had spent days visiting
ashrams in Vrindavan researching
for his book and while prepping
for the film, he took the lead actor
along. He recalls how once when
they went to an ashram and Gupta
had seamlessly blended with other
widows, a man at the Ashram
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almost pitied her, asking Khanna if
he had come to drop her. “Neenaji
flawlessly transformed herself into
Noor’s character and her presence
alone has taken her performance
many notches above. The white
sari, chandan tika, rosary in hand,
calm and composed demeanour had
transformed her instantly,” he says
fondly. The entire process of filming
The Last Color was organic, he
recounts. “The most humbling part
for me was when Neenaji would
come and ask me after every shot
if it went on well. She gave life to
Noor,” he quips.

Director’s Cut
Having spent 28 years in the culinary
world, the self-taught filmmaker sums
up his movie-making experience as
the most challenging thing he had
done so far. “I learned the nuances
of filmmaking almost on the job. But
I must admit that it was the most
challenging project for me so far,
and it was not easy. Next time on,
I will happily go and watch a movie
instead,” he says with a chuckle,
adding that more than talent, it is
the dedication of all the wonderful
people associated with the project
who made it memorable.”

in transit
did you know?

There are

43 giant
sculptures

of the heads of former

US Presidents

in a Virginian field named

Presidents Park

Presidents Park is a ten-acre sculpture park
along with an indoor museum that contains
18 to 20 foot high busts of the Presidents of
the United States from George Washington to
George W. Bush. The statues were sculpted by
Houston artist David Adickes.
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Leisure
travel

Monsoon

sojourn
Monsoon in India is a lifetime experience as
the exotic locations leave you spellbound
with its beauty. The hills and mountains get
carpeted with lush greenery, lakes overflow
with sparkling water, waterfalls become
heavenly to make you fall in love with a
spectacular place named India
words // Mia Gandhi

M

onsoon in India
is a rhapsody of
bliss, beauty and
relief from the scorching summer
and is meant to be savoured. So
when the monsoon arrives, it
becomes a grand spectacle. We
help you to plan a quick escape
to some of the beautiful places in
India to enjoy this glorious rainy
season. These are the places where
you can truly sense the cool gentle
winds, light raindrops and that
unforgettable smell of earth.
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Image credit: Saurabh Chatterjee

Matheran - A Monsoon paradise
A miniscule hill station in India, Matheran
deems a must visit, especially during
the monsoon season. Crisp fresh air,
stunning landscapes and hills apt for
treks, serpentine pathways through
dense woods paint an image of intense
mystique. A hill station so lush, Matheran
roughly translates to ‘forest on the
forehead’.
Matheran was developed as a hill station
by the British after it was identified by
Hugh Poyntz Malet, the then district
collector of Thane district in May 1850.
Remnants of colonial architecture are still
present across the town.

360-degree view of the surrounding
area. A walk through the forest paths to
these various points are most rewarding
during the monsoon season, when
wildflowers of every hue paint the green
landscape along with butterflies, bees
and beetles. Matheran’s well preserved
forest cover hosts several species of
Western Ghat’s endemic flora. A visit
to Charlotte Lake is a must as during
the monsoon, an impressive waterfall
originates from the overflow. From the
call of birds to rustling sound of the
leaves, the smell of wet earth and scant
sunlight, Matheran is a must visit during
the monsoon.

There are around 38 designated look-out
‘points’ (viewpoints) in Matheran, including
the Panorama Point that provides a

Being an automobile-free zone, walking
is the best option to soak in the environ
though horse rides are also available.

pitstop
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How to
Get There
Matheran is 90 km
from Mumbai, and 120
km from Pune. Vistara
has daily flights from
Delhi to Mumbai and
via Amritsar and also
direct flights to Pune
from Delhi.

Several scenes in the Bollywood superhit Jodha Akbar, starring
Hrithik Roshan and Aishwarya Rai, were shot with Matheran as the
backdrop. The sets are still at the ND Studios at the foothills.

Leisure
travel

Puducherry - A Beautiful coastal town

How to
Get There
Puducherry is 156
km from Chennai.
Vistara has daily
flights to Chennai
from Delhi and via
Kochi.

From spotless beach promenades
to pristine white churches, vibrant
streetscape with bright pop of
colours to quaint cafes along the
sidewalk, Puducherry has the
erstwhile French appeal and Tamil
infusion. And when the rains come
hither, the region undergoes a
fascinating makeover. Peals of
thunder, dramatic storms and the
heady smell of wet earth make you
breathe in the fresh air more deeply,
touching your soul.
Puducherry is the perfect spot
to slow down, relax and soak in
the lush beauty of the coastal city
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and watch the waves dance.
When the temperature drops
and a feisty breeze kicks in and
the clouds threaten to let loose,
rent a scooter/cycle and take
off along the narrow lanes of
Pondy. The city also offers guided
tours around the classical French
colonies and traditional Tamil
settlements in vintage bicycles.
One can also enjoy walking tours
that are supervised by English or
French speaking guides. The tour
encompasses Muslim Quarter (also
called Green Quarter), followed
by Tamil & French houses, various
cultural centres, and traditional

and historical places. Both the tours
end with sumptuous South Indian
breakfast – idli, chutney, sambar,
and filter coffee – or authentic
French breakfast – baguette and jam
accompanied by fresh juice.
Goubert Avenue beach road is
another place that offers a great
setting for strolling and leisure
walking. With a number of war
memorials scattered across the city,
one can delve into the history of the
region. French influence is clearly
seen in the art and architecture of the
city, and even in the elegant design
and layout of the Botanical Garden.
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Mandu: A tale of love
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Perched atop the hills of Vindhya,
Mandu is the best place to visit
during monsoon. Even the Mughal
emperor Jehangir, who was an
admirer of the place, once said, “I
know of no other place that is so
pleasant in climate and with such
attractive scenery as Mandu in the
rainy season.”

Rani Roopmati of Mandu, come
alive. Mandu was the perfect
setting for the doomed lovers Baz
Bahadur, last Sultan of Malwa, and
Roopmati, a singer. The romance
ended in tragedy when the Mughals
captured Mandu but their beautiful
tale of love continues to remain alive
among the architectural ruins.

As you enjoy the rustic fragrance
of the earth, feel the cool breeze,
and the lightness of the floating
clouds serenade your senses and
the pleasant sound of the birds
chirping in the quiet of the place,
the love ballads of Poet Prince Baz
Bahadur and his love, the beautiful

Mandu, the city of architectural ruins,
takes on a rustic tint during monsoon
and the season is a perfect time to
explore its domes and minarets. The
fortified city is dotted with countless
bodies of water that fill up during the
rainy season and reflect the ancient
monuments. It has many pavilions for

Jahaz Mahal was built in the 15th century by Sultan
Ghiyas-ud-din-Khilji. The Mahal got its name on
account of its resemblance to a ship sailing in water.
During monsoon when the lakes are filled to the brim,
the palace seems to float like a ship.

watching the rains drench the hills. It
has been said that you can hear the
lyrical voice of Roopmati floating over
the lakes surrounding her pavilion. It
also houses the country’s first marble
monument, the tomb of Malwa’s
second king Hoshang Shah. The tomb
is considered as one of the finest
examples of Afghan architecture.
It served as an inspiration for the
architecture of Taj Mahal.
You can walk, rent a bicycle or car to
visit the tombs and palaces, spread
around an area of 15 km (approx).
Jahaz Mahal, the Hindola Mahal and
Roopmati’s Pavilion are some of the
major attractions of Mandu.

The true history of Rupmati,
The Lady of the Lotus: Rupmati
Queen of Mandu, was written
by Ahmad-ul-Umri during the
43rd year of Akbar’s reign.

SUMMER

RARE RABBIT

IN FOCUS

Uttar Pradesh

Changing the Socio-Economic
Landscape in the state
The saga of development continues to unfold as the state of
Uttar Pradesh looks ahead to a secure and prosperous future
In a state as large and populated as this, the
people need a place to live, a certain quality
of life, with avenues of proper education to
their children, security and social equality.

I

n a vast state like Uttar Pradesh, bringing
about a change in the socio-economic
landscape is a big challenge. Unfulfilled
promises and disillusionment over the
last many years had made the people
wonder whether anything would ever change
in this state.
But it is possible to do so if there is requisite
political will and a clear vision of what should
be done. The people of Uttar Pradesh are
now witnessing a transformation that was
difficult to imagine till sometime ago. It is not
mere rhetoric but on the ground level, reports
from all corners of the state suggest that the
new dynamic approach towards governance
has started showing results within a year.
For the Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
the challenges were enormous when he
took over the reign of power after getting a
massive mandate in March 2017. The state
was beset with a mindset of indifferent
governance with allegations of favouritism
and other irregularities. The problems that
the state faces are aplenty – but they are not
insurmountable if right priorities are in place.
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Since taking over as the Chief Minister of
the state, Yogi Adityanath has emphasised
on upliftment of the rural Uttar Pradesh.
With the inception of Antyodya Anna Yojana
(AAY) under which the government targets to
provide food grain to the families belonging
to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes,
has been a great success. There are various
other schemes that are undergoing in the
state and the government is pushing for their
successful implementation. Uttar Pradesh
government has also increased the budget
for these pro-poor schemes and has directed
the officials to monitor these schemes on
regular basis.
Education, Security and Respect
In keeping with the commitment of ensuring
social justice, the State Government has also

initiated several steps to provide relief and
justice to the economically weaker sections
of the society including members of the
Scheduled Castes and ScheduledTribes.
Having adopted a tough stand on
discrimination and injustice towards the
weaker sections of SCs and STs, lodging of
reports in cases of atrocities against these
sections of society has been eased.
The government is also making proper
arrangements to educate and to develop
their skill so that these people are eligible
for jobs. To encourage talented members
of the young generation among SCs/STs,
scholarships to these sections are given in
addition to total fee reimbursement. Under
this scheme, 10.59 lakh students belonging
to the SCs and 21,511 students of the STs
have been given scholarship in last one
year. Eligible students of these categories
are also being provided necessary training
and coaching to prepare them for the Civil
Services examinations.

There has been a clear message from the
Chief Minister that those who will create
problems for OBCs, SCs and STs will not be
spared. Discrimination and exploitation will
not be permitted in the state.
Housing for Poor
Under the rural housing scheme, UP
has made exceptional progress in
the construction of houses. Till date,
construction of more than 8.16 lakh units
under the Prime Minister Rural Housing
Scheme has been completed. Also under
this Scheme, Central assistance is to be
provided to all eligible applicants so that
houses for all can be ensured by the year
2022. The beneficiaries include those
belonging to the economically weaker
section (EWS) and low income group (LIG).
For each unit meant for EWS category, the
Central Government provides a share of
`1.50 lakh whereas the State Government
provides its share of`1 lakh, making the total
assistant of `2.50 lakh. For the year 2018-19,
an amount of `2217 crore has been set aside
for the urban housing scheme.
Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas
The state government is working for the
overall development of the state especially
the poor and the backward. They are
being provided with equal opportunities
in order to improve their lifestyle. To fulfill
this target, government has launched
several schemes to improve the living of
these people and also to make them feel
safe and secure. A series of measures
have been taken in the last one year to
establish the rule of law in the state.
Multi-pronged action has been initiated
against criminals, land-mafia and antisocial elements. This has caused a huge
sense of relief among the people who are
now feeling the impact of change.
Electrification of Uttar Pradesh
‘The last person of the society will get all the
benefits provided by the state government’
is the motto of Uttar Pradesh government. In
order to provide all the benefits to the general
public, the state government is focusing on
improving the digital technology and for this
an uninterrupted power supply is needed.
Soon after becoming the Chief Minister,
Yogi Adityanath’s first priority has been

the infrastructure development of the
state and improving the power sector.
Result is showing in a year, as district
head quarters in the state are getting
24 hours electricity, whereas Tehsils are
getting 20 hours and villages are getting
18 hours electricity per day regularly. In
urban areas non-working transformers
are being changed with in 24 hours and
in rural areas these are being changed in
48 hours. The state government is also
providing electricity to the BPL people
free of cost under ‘Saubhagya Yojana’
This was started on the anniversary of
Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay and is called
as Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar
Yojana –“Saubhagya.”
Under the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har
Ghar Yojana – ‘Saubhagya’ poor families
of rural areas are getting free electricity.
Similarly, poor families which are living in
urban areas are also getting electricity free of
cost. Under this scheme 17.35 lakh houses
have been electrified.
Striving for Solar Power
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President of France Emmanuel Macron
inaugurated a 75 MW solar power plant in
Mirzapur on March 12, 2018. Built at a cost
of around `560 crore by French firm ENGIE,
the plant has come up at Dadar Kalan
village on the hilly terrain of the Vindhyas
range. Some 1,18,600 solar panels have
been set up on over 380 acres of land.
Power would be transmitted to Jigna

sub-station of Mirzapur range of Uttar
Pradesh Power Corporation Ltd. The plant
will generate 15.6 crore units of electricity
annually, about 1.3 crore units per month.
To promote solar power, the government
is trying to take help of private companies
and by 2022, the government intends to
establish 10,700 MW capacity solar power
plants in the state of Uttar Pradesh. A
Renewable Energy Service Company
(RESCO) will establish solar panels in
government and non-government buildings.
For those who want to establish these type
of panels in their premises, government will
provide 30 per cent central assistance and
`15,000 subsidy per kilowatt (they will get
`30,000 maximum). The government has
also installed 7,850 solar street light units
in rural areas’ main markets under Pt. Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Yojana in 2017-18.
Pump sets for Farmers
Under Kisan Uday Yojana, Uttar Pradesh
government is giving 5 HP and 7 HP pump
sets to farmers of the state which are run on
electricity. Those who are using these pumps,
are getting 25 paise rebate per unit and `20
rebate on electricity bills as compared to
private pump set owner.
The State Government under this scheme
will distribute 10 lakh pump sets to
farmers till 2022. The farmers in the state
will get free maintenance for 5 years.
With the help of these pumps farmers’
dependency is decreasing by 35 per cent on
traditional pumps.
airvistara.com | July 2018
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The Humming sound of past

Andaman Islands
Known for its beautiful coastline, serene sandy shores and sunny beaches,
the Andamans are much more than just a smattering of islands, coral reefs
and some of the most captivating beaches. A gateway to heaven, the
Andaman Islands serenade your senses and bring to the shore a blend of
its rich heritage, unravelling layers of mysteries

S

urrounded by lush tropical
jungles and rugged coastline,
enchanting Port Blair serves
as the provincial capital of
the sprawling string of islands in the
Andaman archipelago. It’s a vibrant fusion
of early inhabitants of the Indian Ocean
– Bengalis, Tamils, Telugus, Nicobarese,
Burmese, etc. Most travellers don’t hang
around any longer than necessary, but
Port Blair and abutting islands have a
fascinating past that warrant extended
exploration. Let’s rediscover these three
islands (Port Blair, Ross and Viper) which
are drenched in history with a tinge of
enigma at every nook and corner.
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Nature at Your Service

Get away from the hustle of everyday life and indulge yourself in the
tranquility of the Andamans at any of our Hotels & Beach Resorts.
The one thing we guarantee here at SeaShell is HAPPINESS!

SeaShell, Port Blair

SeaShell, Havelock

SeaShell, Neil

Perched on the top of Marine hill,
the boutique hotel offers wellappointed rooms with modern
amenities to ensure that guests are
cared for. Unwind at Amaya, the best
rooftop lounge in these islands and
experience fresh seafood from the live
kitchen, and exotic beverages while
enjoying live singing.

Boasting of comfortable rooms,
luxurious stay, and the best
cafe and pub in these islands,
Bonova will wow you with its
delicious and fresh seafood,
freshly ground coffee, exotic
beverages, and an in-house DJ
to entertain you with foot-tapping
music throughout the evening.

Spend some time on the
swing watching and listening
to the waves, read a book
by the beach, catch a crab,
swim in the ocean, or just
relax in the hammock by the
beach. SeaShell, Neil is the
place for you to unwind and
be yourself.

Address:
SeaShell Hotels & Resorts,
Marine Hill, Port Blair-744101,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Address:
SeaShell Hotels & Resorts
#2 Govindnagar Beach, Havelock,
744211, Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Address:
SeaShell Hotels & Resorts,
Lakshmanpur Beach, Neil Kendra,
744104, Andaman & Nicobar Islands

info@seashellhotels.net

www.seashellhotels.net

+91 9933239625

+91 3192 240001/234453
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Viper island
Viper Island is one of the major
tourist attractions due to its
impeccable ambience and
historical importance. This island is
exceptionally exquisite and tranquil,
perfectly suitable for long walks to
appreciate the natural elements in
play. Tiny and tempting, the island
has a mere 2.7 km of shore line but
plenty of sun, sea and sand rendering
it a perfect amalgamation of sublime
environment. One can be extremely
lucky if one also encounters a sudden
drizzle to dazzle the senses.

Andaman under the stewardship
of Lieutenant Archibald Blair.
During the time of India’s freedom
struggle, this island had witnessed
numerous sacrifices. The history
of Viper Island is associated with
the first war of undivided India’s
independence in 1857. Hundreds

of mutineers and crusaders of
1857 were deported to Andaman
Penal Settlement to suffer
‘Kalapani’ - the punishment across
the so-called black waters. But
today the balmy sea breeze and
swaying palm trees add to the
overall ambience of the island.

Image credit: N Shiva Kumar

Viper Island was named after ‘HMSViper’, the ship that first surveyed

Viper Island is exceptionally
exquisite and tranquil, perfectly
suitable for long walks to appreciate
the natural elements in play

Once a barrack for British soldiers, the building now stands in ruins at the edge of the sea on Viper Island
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Port Blair

Insider's view

Sumitha Durai |

Security

“You can soak in the
natural beauty of the
Andamans and enjoy a
laidback time relaxing
over lots of fresh coconut
water and indulging
in fishing. Being the
island state, Andaman
and Nicobar is globally
popular for its sea food
and you get some of the
best fresh produce in
local restaurants. New
Lighthouse restaurant in
Port Blair is well-known
for its sea food – try
the grilled fish, crabs
and grilled lobster over
beer. Vegetarians need
not worry for the island
offers a reasonably good
variety of vegetarian food
items like Dal Makhni,
Dal Fry, Chaat, etc. at Icy
Spicy restaurant, another
favourite among tourists
and locals.”

The Andaman archipelago
constitutes of big and small islands,
islets and rocks of which only 25
are inhabited. The islands with their
blue lagoons and tropical evergreen
forests are home to a wealth of
wildlife, particularly birdlife.
Port Blair, as a laid-back capital of
the Andamans, is the sole entry
and exit point for the archipelago.
It has some interesting museums
worth visiting, particularly the
Anthropological Museum that
showcases different culture of
indigenous tribes, Naval Marine
Museum and Forest museum.
‘Kalapani’, a museum, is the new
entrant that provides visitors
glimpses of the bygone era of the
islands.
Those seeking the great outdoors
can rent-a-bike or self-driving cars
to enjoy panoramic vistas and

A view of the sea from Chidiya Tapu
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bay-watching at different harbours.
Sunsets are simply irresistible as
they vary from various vantage
points and locations in Port Blair.
For World War junkies there are
about 25 Japanese Bunkers at
strategic locations in the capital
that are waiting to be explored.
Another majorly growing segment
of indulgence is bird-watching and
bird-photography at Chidiya Tapu,
a small hillock for winged wonders.
Andaman Serpent eagle and
Andaman Hawk owl are endemic to
the region and can be found relaxing
in tall trees at Chidiya Tapu. It is also
regarded as one of the best places
to celebrate sunsets in Port Blair.
How to
Get There
Vistara has daily
flights to Port
Blair from Delhi via
Kolkata & Chennai.
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Know
This

British expedition

Image credit: N Shiva Kumar

The chain of islands first saw intrusion by the
British in 1789 when Lieutenant Archibald
Blair of the British Indian Navy was deployed
to survey the group of atolls. Finding them
fascinating, he wanted to claim three strategic
islands literally floating in calm waters that
were easy to lay anchor. The island of Port
Blair and its smaller siblings of Ross islet and
Viper isle were outwardly invigorating with
tantalising topography. However, the local
tribes tried to chase away the British with their
bows and arrows.
Repeated attempts were made by the British
and finally they established a penal settlement
in 1858 for prisoners from the Indian
subcontinent. Rich forests were denuded, tall
forest trees cut for lumber and exploiting of
timber started in 1883 culminating in Chatham
saw-mill, which became one of the biggest
timber trading factory in Asia. It is operational
even today with reduced wood processing
but holds plenty of old-world charm in its
procedures with antique machinery still
chugging. It offers an interesting insight into
the island’s history and economy.

Top: One of the many lavish brick buildings on Ross Island used by British is now run-over by massive
roots and shoots; Above: The ancient bakery building now serves as an excellent facade for projecting
the sound and light show at Ross Island.

Image credit: N Shiva Kumar

Ross island

Mini wagons once chugged along carrying wooden logs
hither thither. Now humans do the job on the same age-old
rails in the massive wood factory.
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While the British ruled Andaman
Islands for many decades, they lived in
constant dread of being confronted.
So they selected Ross Island that had
a coastline of just over three km and
was close to Port Blair. They built a
luxurious British settlement totally
devoid of outsiders and safeguarded
it day and night.
Ross Island was called the Paris-ofthe-east as it was fortified with all
possible luxuries to ensure that they
did not miss the life they enjoyed in
London. Wiped out by the double
whammy of a 1941 earthquake and

invasion by the Japanese, today,
the jungle has reclaimed Ross
Island, shrouding it in festoons of
foliage. Giant dangling roots and
tree branches have entwined the
ramshackle remains of once opulent
bungalows, barracks, bazaar, Chief
Commissioner’s house, Presbyterian
church and other buildings. A
scintillating light and sound show in
an ethereal setting is a quick lesson in
history of the picturesque island with
haunting visuals projected on a facade
that once was a boisterous bakery
building. The area is now under the
control of Indian Navy.

chronicles
roman holiday

A perfect

Roman Holiday
Explore Rome and its awe-inspiring art,
history and culture through the eyes of
iconic Academy Award-winning actress
Audrey Hepburn. Claire Bloomfield
stepped into the world of the timeless
Hollywood classic Roman Holiday…

airvistara.com | July 2018
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R

eleased in 1953, the
romantic comedy
Roman Holiday saw
the much-loved Audrey Hepburn
cast in her first major film role
and the movie went on to win
three Oscars. Hepburn, then just
24-year-old, played the role of a
princess [Ann] who escapes the
palace to spend a glorious day in
Rome with journalist Joe Bradley
[played by Gregory Peck]. He
realises he has landed the scoop of
his career before inevitably falling
head over heels for Hepburn.
A FILM BASED TOUR
Zip around on a Vespa
Audrey Hepburn causes chaos as
she attempts to weave through
the traffic, markets and cafes on
a Vespa, with her co-star clinging
on behind. Whilst taking in Rome’s
most famous sights at speed,
they whizz by the iconic oval
amphitheatre, the Colosseum.
But you are advised to explore
this ancient Roman site at leisure.
Avoid the queues and purchase
your fast-track tickets in advance.

Right: A still from
Roman Holiday
where Audrey
Hepburn can
be seen riding a
motor scooter
through Rome;
Below: Trevi
Fountain

Hair makeover by
Trevi Fountain
After catching a glimpse of an
Italian lady leaving the hair salon
with a classy short hairstyle,
Hepburn heads into Via della
Stamperia 85 for her very own
makeover. Although the hair salon
is now a popular clothes boutique,

Trevi Fountain is arguably the
most famous and beautiful
fountain in all of Rome

72

Vistara | July 2018

Above: Spanish steps at Piazza di Spanga; Left: Audrey Hepburn holds hands with Gregory Peck in a
scene from the film Roman Holiday

it’s set alongside the Trevi Fountain,
arguably the most famous and
beautiful fountain in all of Rome.
Gelato on the Spanish Steps
In one of the movie’s most iconic
scenes, Joe and Princess Ann are
reunited at the Piazza di Spagna
as she tucks into a delicious gelato
treat and reveals that she has
‘runaway from school’. Gelateria
Giolitti is just a short stroll away,

Spanish Steps are a great example of Roman Baroque
style. It’s a great place to just sit down and enjoy the
atmosphere and views of the eternal city

pitstop
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The world’s oldest Vespa
that featured in Roman
Holiday was sold for a
staggering Euro 191,000 at
an auction in March 2017.

but unfortunately, tourists can no
longer eat or drink at the famed 18th
century Spanish Steps immortalised
by the movie – and breaking the
rules can land you a hefty fine.
Joe Bradley’s Apartment
The apartment’s interior and its
traditional spiral staircase were
all filmed in a studio, but the
apartment’s facade and quaint
courtyard are all accessible through
a cobbled passageway from Via
Margutta 51.
A LUXURIOUS STAY
Whether you want to bathe like a
Roman emperor or dine in Rome’s
only 3-Michelin-star restaurant, The

Leonardo di Caprio is said to have spent six months living in an
expensive penthouse suite of the Rome Cavalieri resort while
filming Gangs of New York in the city. The resort is also said to be
a favourite destination of Brad Pitt, Matt Damon, Celine Dion, Julia
Roberts and John Travolta, as well as royalty and heads of state.

chronicles
roman holiday

The exquisite Waldorf Astoria property houses a highly prized private collection of paintings, tapestries,
period furniture, statues and artefacts

Not to
miss

Visit the historic city
centre for Rome’s
classic sights including
the Colosseum, the
Roman Forum and the
Pantheon. Stroll across
the Tiber to Trastevere,
arguably Rome’s
loveliest pedestrian
district. It is home to the
famed Porta Portese
flea market, some of the
city’s best traditional
thin crust pizza joints,
and the hypermodern
Glass Hostaria. And
don’t miss a peek at
La Bocca della Verita
(The Mouth of Truth),
featured in the classic
1953 film Roman
Holiday.
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You can fly
to Rome with
Vistara’s interline
partners Alitalia,
KLM, Qatar
Airways, Emirates,
Lufthansa, Swiss
and British
Airways.

Rome Cavalieri Waldorf Astoria
should be at the top of your wish
list. Rome Cavalieri opened its
doors in 1963, 10 years after
the release of Hepburn’s Roman
Holiday, and has gained an
enviable reputation as one of the
eternal city’s leading hotels.
The luxurious property is
situated in a 15-acre private
Mediterranean park, on top of
Monte Mario - Rome’s highest
hill - and boasts breathtaking
panoramic views across Rome
and the Vatican City. A favourite
among Hollywood celebrities,
top-level suites of the hotel
are decorated with unique
furnishings, including an original
Andy Warhol painting and Karl
Lagerfeld’s sofas.

A total of six restaurants are set
within the resort, with both formal
dining and more casual options on
offer. The Michelin-rated 3-star
La Pergola Restaurant & Bar is on
an elegant roof terrace so you can
soak up the spectacular views of
the city whilst enjoying chef Heinz
Beck’s award-winning cuisine.
This exquisite Waldorf Astoria
property is also home to a
highly prized private collection
of paintings, tapestries, period
furniture, statues and artefacts
that are all exhibited throughout
the hotel’s public areas and suites.
While Napoleon’s own antique
desk takes pride of place in the
Napoleon Suite, several of Rudolf
Nuryev’s ballet costumes are
framed outside the lifts.
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Timeless designs

Shivan & Narresh
From eye-catching resort wear to
tailored sarees, design maestros
Shivan and Narresh are popularly
known for striking a balance between
the magnificent works of Nobuyoshi
Araki and their beautiful and lavish
ensembles. Narresh Kukreja from
the designer duo talks about their
inspiration and collaboration

T

he millennial mind is one of the most
fascinating and enigmatic things
today. This optimistic generation
wishes to receive more out of life
and looks for opportunities that will
help them achieve it. Their unique
sense of self, combined with their
unconventional ways to deal with life,
has always captivated us as designers.
Journey of the brand
Months after the inception of Shivan
& Narresh in 2010, we realised it was
not fashion alone we were dealing
with, but the cultural sentiment of the
country and its people. Swimwear is
not an alien concept to our lineage
as we have a heritage that boasts of
recreation around water; the regal
Mughal baolis (stepwells) and the
glorious river ghats are its illustrative
examples. It was imperative for us
to revive this forgotten sartorial
aesthetic that effortlessly blended our
heritage with a western concept of
a swimsuit. We aimed to engineer a
product language that was global yet
deeply rooted in our rich culture.
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Through our latest EdoMer Series,
we have dared to dream by marrying
dramatically opposite worlds of
Seychelles and Japanese art

Over the years, we have managed
to act as catalysts to infuse body
confidence and come up with
design solutions that made Indians
globally fashion forward. Our designs
exemplify boldness through colours
and strategic silhouettes, while
subtly highlighting our cultural ethos
through modest cuts. Needless to
say, the Indian connoisseurs are
ranked at par with global audiences.
The millennial Indian today is as well
travelled and exposed to the outside
world as their global counterparts;
hence they wish to be treated with
the same design intelligence as their
western contemporaries. As far as
cultural comfort is maintained in
design, they consume high fashion in
the same format as any other global
luxury brand.
Reimagining Art
Being travel enthusiasts, we have
travelled to destinations across
the world looking for inspiration
in the unique elements: local art,
architecture, flora and fauna.
Invariably, the collection that
we design is reflective of our
experiences. Through our latest
EdoMer Series, we have dared to
dream by marrying dramatically
opposite worlds of Seychelles and
Japanese art with the language
of design abstraction. The series
captures the historic 17th century
Edo Art aesthetic of Japan and
amalgamates it with elements from
the Eden of the world - Seychelles,
transforming it into a traveller’s
decadence.
The series is inspired by Japanese
photo-artist Nobuyoshi Araki and
his works that we discovered during
our holiday in Japan in August 2017.
Juxtaposed against a luxe colour, the
illustration of symphonic sight of the
forest and portrayal of sensuousness
of flowers perfectly describes
Nobuyoshi Araki’s artwork. The
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Designer
duos

collection takes forth a Japanese
direction in its colour tones that range
from pinks of Hanami season to the deep
blues of the Izu Peninsula with three
signature prints, each abstracting the
works of the artist by clashing wild with
the soft and demure.
The prints, namely La Digue, Eden,
Eden Noir and Praslin, create a visual
mélange of colours and elements that
sets aflame every moment of a tropical
getaway. Each print dedicates itself to
a setting or a thought reminiscent of
the virgin islands of Seychelles, creating
an effect of carrying a getaway in
each of the ensembles. The distinctive
surfaces immersed in decadent Edo
Skeinwork exhibit complex variations of
its tactile quality, encompassing varied
individual Seychellois elements that are
handcrafted into this series’ offering.
With notable celebrities, such as Mindy
Kaling, Kajol and Kriti Sanon, having
already adorned and loved our latest

designs, this collection is getting huge
appreciation from everyone.
Changing trend
With a shift towards experiences and
luxury travel, the billion dollar wedding
industry is also seeing a big makeover.
Increase in destination weddings has
opened a new world where focus is on
enjoying every occasion and having as
much fun as possible. Hence, a traditional
heavy lehenga is being replaced with
light neoprene lehengas that look
voluminous but weigh a fraction of it.
With the popularity of tailored saris in
technologically advanced fabrics, the
millennials today can happily carry forward
the legacy of sari from the previous
generation to the next without worrying
about compromising on the traditional look
of the outfit. This aspect remains close to
us as designers, to feel the responsibility
of carrying forth our traditions and cultural
signature and adapting them to the latest
trends in fashion.

The two of us met during
our undergraduate
studies in National
Institute of Fashion
Technology, Delhi. During
the course of time,
we collaborated and
participated in a number
of international design
competitions, namely
the Italian, Mare di Moda
Beachwear Awards 2006
held in Bali and World
of Wearable Art Awards
2006 in New Zealand that
bagged us scholarships
to pursue our education
further in Italy. We
thereby decided to
partner professionally.
Favourite pastime
Shivan: I like to organise
and reorganise stuff
around me, be it my desk
or my cupboard. Narresh:
I like to host friends and
family for get-togethers
and soirees.
Favourite national &
international fashion
icons: Kangana Ranaut
for her bold translation
of fashion and Lupita
Nyong'o for her eclectic
style
Our wardrobe: All our
clothes come from our
own #SNMan collection
and a few of them are
custom Shivan & Narresh
Favourite destination Shivan: Bali, Narresh:
New Zealand
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we care
honey bee network

Weaving innovative Dreams
Honey Bee Network

Turning around the economy and ensuring ecological
balance in less-developed regions of India by building
upon what people already know and their capacity to
learn from one another, is the major area of work for
the Honey Bee Network
words // Prof. Anil Gupta

86

Vistara | July 2018

we care
honey bee network

Innovations have helped a wheelchair bound person to navigate freely on a tricycle without anybody’s help

A

Honey Bee Network does not
merely document innovations in
various fields but also lobbies for
policy changes and institutional
innovations
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wheelchair bound
person finds it
difficult to cover long
distances on his/her
own. But Jignesh Bhai has made it
possible. Now, one can ride a tricycle
while sitting on a wheelchair and
can drive it to wherever one wants.
Those who don’t have an assistant’s
help and can’t afford a specially
enabled car but need to manage
their life autonomously, can take the
wheelchair to whichever place, get
down and move on the wheelchair
and then board the tricycle again
and come back. Creating such
innovations, spreading awareness,
recognising, respecting and rewarding
them and providing the necessary
funding for such projects is what the
Honey Bee Network has been doing
for the last 30 years.
Transcending the limits
Cotton balls in some of the rain-fed
varieties of the cash crop like 797
don’t open as they do in hybrids.
They have to be harvested manually
and then sent for stripping. Earlier,

lint was separated manually from
the shells by women and children,
but now machines developed by
Mansukh Bhai Patel obviate the
need for child labour completely.
After more than a decade of trial and
error, Nattu Bhai has succeeded in
developing a cotton ball picker which
shows the tenacity of grassroot
innovators. Both were scouted by
Gandhian Rural Studies Institution
and engaged as summer scouts
by SRISTI (Society for Research
and Initiatives for Sustainable
Technologies). Later, they were
supported by GIAN and National
Innovation Foundation (nifindia.org).
Given the various hardships suffered
by Nattu Bhai, he had almost left the
experiment half way. But by nudging
him through financial, technological
and moral support, it was restarted
and happily completed.
The Honey Bee Network does not
merely document innovations in
various fields, such as agriculture,
herbal pesticides, veterinary and
human herbal medicines, food
and nutrition, energy, traction,
transport, handloom, utilities for
everyday life etc., but also lobbies
for policy changes and institutional
innovations.
Honey Bee database has accumulated
a large number of examples of
plant protection problems through
innovators and student scouts.
Farmers have found new uses of
existing plant biodiversity to control
pests and diseases. Considerable
attention has been given to
the problem of identifying and
safeguarding intellectual property
rights of individuals, families and
communities that are the source of
new knowledge. There are already
10,000 innovations documented
in the Honey Bee database. The
network relies on grassroot activism
in order to build a database of

we care
honey bee network

Support System

SRISTI (Society for
Research and Initiatives
for Sustainable
Technologies and
Institutions) is an
international NGO
established to provide
organisational support to
the Honey Bee Network.
The Network and SRISTI
pursue educational,
institutional, technological
innovations and cultural
creativity along with
Shodhyatras and Sattvik
Food Festivals to conserve
agro-biodiversity by
stimulating urban
demand for traditional
crops and varieties
of organic products.
Notably, the Indian
Institute of Management
in Ahmedabad (IIMA) has
played a significant role in
the evolution of the Honey
Bee Network.
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Left: Young
students
shocasing
their talent
to former
President of
India, Late
Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam; Right:
President
of India Shri
Ram Nath
Kovind along
with former
President
of India,
Dr Pranab
Mukherjee
(R) interecting
with young
innovators

innovations and knowledge developed in
poor communities. The database includes
empirical illustrations of how small farmers,
men and women, have developed innovative
solutions to local problems through their
own genius without any help.
Inclusive development
The hunger for innovation in various sectors
of our economy have not been able to keep
pace with the desire of communities at
grassroot level. One of the key challenges
which lie ahead is how to nudge the
network of stakeholders such as investors,
mentors, industrialists, entrepreneurs,
policy-makers, civil society organisations
and academic institutions to engage with
inclusive innovators at an early stage?
Most investors wish to support innovations
only when they have reached the market
or are about to reach the market, by
when 90 per cent innovations die out,
or innovators drift into other sectors or

Industries should set up a
sanctuary of innovations to
provide rapid prototyping and
mentoring support

jobs. Similarly, technical testing facilities
for such innovators must be available on a
deferred payment basis, i.e., if successful
then recover, or else write off such costs as
development cost of innovation ecosystem.
Industries should set up a sanctuary of
innovations in their own verticals to provide
rapid prototyping and mentoring support.
The Government should have a test
procurement scheme under which large
scale testing of solutions, are procured
and tested in various grassroot facilities.
Once proven valid, large scale orders may
be given, as envisaged in the government
financial rules, 2017.
The Biotechnological Innovation Ignition
Schools (BIIS) organised by SRISTI have
proved that young students can do a lot
of work in just a month’s time, whereas
the usual course may take up to a year
or more for the same. The Honey Bee
Network is committed to add value to
people’s knowledge, innovations and
practice by engaging with the youth and
other supporters of a ‘bottom-up’ model
of an inclusive development.
Professor Anil Gupta is the founder of Honey Bee
Network. He is a globally renowned scholar in the area of
grassroots innovations. A professor at the Indian Institute
of Management, Ahmedabad, he was awarded the ‘Padma
Shri’ in 2004.
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Crusaders of Indian Edification
Ramagya Group has devised education as a way of life for
the students under its various branches/ institutes/academy/
NGOs spreading across Delhi and NCR. The purpose of
Ramagya’s First Step (Day care) is to provide a happy
environment where children can explore and develop their
own unique individuality. Ramagya Roots is acknowledged
as the first school using phonological awareness games for
developing reading habit. It is accredited for implementation
of Open-play periods for development of analytical
concepts and hailed for integration of ‘High-interest activities’
in curriculum. Our play school is recognised for adoption of
customised practices of Kid Fit Programme.
Ramagya School is ranked amongst the top five Senior
Secondary Schools in Delhi-NCR besides being ranked
amongst the top 30 Great Indian Schools by Forbes India.
The main branch of Ramagya School is in Noida and has
been declared as the school having unsurpassed innovative
& experiential teaching pedagogy across all grades. The nine
standardised labs in the school kindle the quest for learning
in young scholars. These schools boast of air-conditioned
classrooms, e-learning solutions, transport with GPS, VTS,
Speed Monitoring System & CCTV monitoring. Availability of
21 sports, both indoors and outdoors, has made Ramagya the
best sports facilitator among NCR schools. The other three
branches at Kaushambi, Greater Noida and Dadri provide the
latest pedagogical trends in contemporary education and the
group also mentors them for IIT-JEE, NEET, NTSE, KVPY and
other specialised courses.
CSR is an endeavour of Ramagya School, Noida, for hapless
and needy through programmes undertaken by Unnati
Shiksha Kendra under the aegis of Sai Chhaya Charitable
Organisation. Students are provided with books, uniform
and access to digital interactive classes. Ramagya Group of
Schools runs yet another NGO - Purusharth. During the time
of natural disaster, Purusharth provides much needed relief in
the form of blankets, food packets,
books and notebooks to the
needy students
who aspire to
achieve
the
goals of
their life
fulfilled
through
NGO.
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tech know
autonomous trucks

Moving ahead with

technology
The opportunities and challenges posed by self-driving
trucks might seem to merely echo those associated with
self-driving cars. But trucks are not cars
words // Sidharth Sharotri
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T

oday, most cars that
cost above 30 lakhs
come with some level
of autonomous driving. But let’s
apply this to 70-100 ft trucks.
These vast machines responsible for
transporting goods are traditionally
difficult to manoeuvre. So if they
have to drive themselves, let us
try and understand the mechanism
behind this beast:
Sensors
For fast-moving trucks, detection
range is critical for safety. A truck
that drives itself, like any other
autonomous vehicle, employs
sensors for its input. It uses a
combination of GPS, cameras, radar
and infrared sensors to collect
information. Radar, like SONAR,
scans the road ahead detecting
other vehicles, obstacles and road
conditions. GPS tells the truck
where it is using live feeds from
satellites. Infrared and polarised
cameras constantly scan the road
ahead to look for animals and
humans (IR cameras pick up heat
signatures given off by living beings).
Processors
The job of processing data that
comes in at the rate of Terabytes per
second is left to a little more than
your laptop can do. Thirty polarised
cameras, 22 infrared cameras,

three independent GPS receivers,
a panoramic radar, Yaw, G, Pitch,
Roll and Dive sensors need serious
computing power to make decisions
with. If you have a posh new laptop
with the newest i7 processor,
multiply that by 50. That’s 4,000
decisions per second with 120
unique inputs.
Actuators
This is the tricky part. Once the
above decisions are made, the

Infrared and polarised
cameras constantly scan the
road ahead to look for animals
and humans (IR cameras pick
up heat signatures given off by
living beings)

I think we see the merging of several worlds, the tech
industry, Internet and the automotive industry. These two
worlds merging is like a smart phone on wheels, or you
can say it’s a car that has many of the capabilities of smart
phones and computers and so on

-Dieter Zetsche
Chairman of the Board of Management of Daimler AG
and Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars since 2006
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Must

know

‘Platooning’ is when
multiple trucks drive
in unison very close
together. This lets each
truck draft off the one in
front of it to dramatically
reduce fuel usage.
Autonomous technology
make this practice safe.

actuators have
to perform tasks
based on their
instructions.
That sounds
complicated,
so let’s have
that enormous
task simplified...
If the truck is in the
outside lane (on the right
for India) going at 70 kmph
with a slowing car in front of it, the
actuators will indicate Left, turn the
wheel and apply power to change
lane. The actuators carry out the
decisions made by the massive
laptop nestled inside the truck.

Increasing the efficiency
of drivers is of particular
interest to the trucking
industry. At present,
drivers are limited to
working for fixed hours
and are required to take
specific breaks. This
means vehicles sit idle
for long stretches of time.
Theoretically, a truck that
can drive itself on the
highway while the driver
rests would allow the
truck to operate almost
24 hours a day. Under
ideal conditions, one
driver and an autonomous
truck could effectively
do the work currently
accomplished by three
drivers.

pitstop
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Current scenario
Daimler is a dominant player in the

Daimler is looking to develop
trucks that can operate with Level
4 autonomous capability and could
be ready for sales to fleets in about
five years.

truck manufacturing business. They
see the technology as supporting
drivers rather than replacing them,
by having automation take over
on the highways, improving safety,
and gaining greater fuel efficiency.
Volvo has interestingly focused
their self-driving truck research
on applications that are low speed
and have lower safety concerns.
That includes inside mines, garbage
trucks and so on.
Also, autonomous technology can
be used for platooning, letting
drivers sleep in the back while their
trucks navigate highways, they could
be deployed as remote controlled
trucks, or trucks that travel by
themselves from hubs right on the
highway, or all of the above.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
defines a Level 4 autonomous vehicle as one that
can drive itself in most situations, with some
exceptions, such as weather or construction,
where a human may need to take control.
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Give the best gift on your
daughter's wedding

Shyamali Basu, Senior Vice
President & Head - Products
& Marketing, HDFC Asset
Management Co. Ltd.

Today’s generation
go to great lengths to
achieve their aspirations.
A relatively new entrant
to that list is destination
wedding, which comes
with one critical
difference. This aspect of
criticality requires one to
be financially prepared
in order to avoid
disappointments.

Many people in India, start saving in gold for their
daughters. Gold is also favoured as it is considered to be a
safe investment option. While, this is a prudent habit, I have
two points to make. The first is that there are better ways to
invest in gold than the physical gold purchase, in the form
of ETFs (Exchange Traded Funds) or Government of India’s
Sovereign Gold Bonds. There are no charges as paid by
investors at the time of buying or selling like in physical gold.
The Government Gold Bond Scheme even pays interest of
2.5% (payable semi-annually on nominal value).
The second point is to think of equity as a tool for wealth
creation. Just evaluate the S&P BSE SENSEX—the index was
conceived in 1979 and had a value of 32969 as on Mar 31,
2018. This simply means that had we invested in the Index
(passively managed) a sum of `100, it would be `32,969 on
March 31, 2018. The investment would have grown at the
rate of 16% CAGR. Actively managed equity mutual funds
have delivered higher returns over long time periods.
Finally, I would like to highlight a behavioural aspect. When
it comes to gold, we don’t track daily movements. We
never panic and sell if the prices crash. On the contrary,
we buy more. Do let your investment compound over time
and not react impulsively. The best way to accumulate
wealth in equity for your daughter is to start a SIP when
she is born and then on every occasion top it up with some
more investment.

"The opinions expressed in this article are those of the author alone and not
of HDFC AMC, and should not be regarded as investment advice. Investors
should obtain their own independent advice before taking a decision to invest
in any securities."
MUTUAL FUND INVESTMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO MARKET RISKS, READ
ALL SCHEME RELATED DOCUMENTS CAREFULLY.

forecast
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M o n t h ly Fo r e c a s t

1

2

two

one

Relationships: Don’t be fooled by someone who
is overly attentive and charming.
Career and Finance: Look for new opportunities
this month. The second week of July will be
crucial for you in terms of finding the right
direction.
Health: Get into aerobic exercise this month and
to stretch out your muscles.
Lucky Tip: Donate sweets of white colour to
small girls on every Friday of this month.

4

Relationships: Not an easy month for love.
Career and Finance: Restructure your finances to
ensure sufficient cash to meet your obligations.
An excellent time for financial planning.
Health: Due to your busy schedule this month,
take care of your health. Take a deep breath
every now and then and and drink lots of fluids.
Lucky Tip: Wearing red on Tuesdays is highly
beneficial.

5

four

Relationships: This might be a month you have
a conversation about the real possibilities.
Career and Finance: There could be some
setbacks, delays and problems but there will be
many helpful people around you. Be grateful for
all the assistance you get.
Health: Be vigilant as you are accident-prone
this month. Boost your energy levels by doing
yoga.
Lucky Tip: Keeping purple flowers at home is
highly beneficial for you.

7

five

three

Relationships: An innovative approach towards
romance will help you gain attention.
Career and Finance: This month your professional
schedule will be hectic and you are likely to have
more freedom to use your creative skills.
Health: Mind your diet, fortify your resolve to
get a little exercise each day, and try to avoid
stressful situations.
Lucky Tip: Offer water in a copper vessel to the
rising sun.

6

six

Relationships: This month, deep intense
communication and mental stimulation will
dominate your love life.

Relationships: A favourable time for married
couples. If single, you may come close to one
of your friends or may propose them.

Career and Finance: Working long hours will
become the norm this month. Professional life
will be chaotic but also very satisfying.

Career and Finance: You are likely to move
ahead in your profession, escorted by a
certain level of struggle.

Health: Pending health problems will get sorted in
this period bringing sense of relief to your mind.

Health: Try experimenting with a new and
improved diet and ease your workload!

Lucky Tip: Placing a small fountain near the
front entrance of your home can be helpful in
promoting good luck.

Lucky Tip: Scents like grass, basil and
cucumber can lift your spirits and make you
more aware of the opportunities around you.

8

seven

eight

Relationships: A tug-of-war kind of
month for you and your partner as you
need to address a major situation.

Relationships: Passion is running high
and you crave new sensations. If single,
don’t get into a relationship too quickly.

Career and Finance: Try to make good
use of ample growth opportunities
available this month.

Career and Finance: There may be
real growth prospects for job-holders
and work contentment could increase.

Health: This is the best time to start a
new fitness regimen to get the maximum
benefits.

Health: Look after your nervous system
by giving it some extra care.

Lucky Tip: Try avoiding taking loan
from anyone.

3

Lucky Tip: Keep a money plant in a
green vase in the north direction of
your home.

Jai madAan, Numerologist

9

nine

Relationships: You might find yourself
mischievously attracted to someone. Take it low!
Career and Finance: Professional tact and
diplomacy will be required to meet the needs of
difficult clients and work colleagues.
Health: Give yourself the benefit of at least 40
minutes of exercise every day this month. It
will keep you away from suffering any mental
anxiety.
Lucky Tip: Burn incense and sandal powder in
the house on all Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

A philosophy graduate from Miranda House, Delhi University, Jai Madaan started her spiritual journey in the early years of childhood. Having
developed an interest in tarot reading at a very young age, she’s now a leading practitioner of tarot, astrology, palmistry, numerology and vaastu.
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story frames
unique statues

Seven giant statues of famed Thai Kings at Ratchapakdi Park, Hua Hin
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Unique
telling several tales
Carved, moulded or welded, statues not
just memorialise historical events but also
answer a cultural curiosity as conveyed by
the artist through his art

A

rtists have been communicating through
the eternal and everlasting language of
art from prehistoric times. Sculptures
are a way to communicate how ideas,
emotions and philosophy travel through
the eras. From The Thinker to The
Immigrants, here is a list of the tallest,
oldest, most spectacular, and historically
significant statues.
Ratchapak Park, Thailand
Located in Hua Hin town, it is a
historically themed park honouring past
Thai kings from the Sukhothai period
to the current royal house of Chakri.
Standing in a line against a backdrop of
forested hills, the giant bronze statues
are 13 m to 14 m tall and each statue
carries a plate with the name of the King
and period of reign. Constructed by the
Royal Thai Army, the park was opened
in 2015 and is considered as a holy
place by the locals. The park also has a
museum that features biographies of
each Siamese king from past to present.
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The Thinker
(Musée Rodin), Paris
Sculpted by Auguste Rodin, The
Thinker is a bronze sculpture of
a nude male placed on a stone
pedestal. The work represents
philosophy by depicting a life-size
statue of a man sitting on a rock
with his chin resting on the fist,
as though in deep thought. Cast
in multiple versions around the
world, The Thinker was originally
named The Poet, as it is believed
to be a representation from
Dante’s The Divine Comedy.

The Thinker was initially a figure
in a large commission, begun
in 1880, for a doorway surround
called The Gates of Hell
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IN FOCUS

AjAy KumAr GArG EnGinEErinG CollEGE
SCALING THE ZENITH OF EXCELLENCE
Driven by its commitment to provide quality technical
education, Ajay Kumar Garg Engineering College has become
one of the best Engineering Institutions in Uttar Pradesh

A

www.akgec.org

jay Kumar Garg Engineering
College (AKGEC), Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh is approved
by AICTE and affiliated to Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam Technical
University, Lucknow. The college was
established in 1998 and offers B.Tech
Courses in seven disciplines of Engineering.
The college also offers postgraduate
courses in Computer Application (MCA) and
M.Tech in six engineering disciplines. The
college is certified for ISO 9001- 2008 by
BSI, U.K. and accredited by NAAC.

AKGEC has excellent infrastructure with
state-of-the-art laboratories, computing
facilities, automated library with e-journals,
modern well furnished hostels for 1500
students and faculty residences on its WiFi
enabled 40 acres campus. The college also
has highly qualified and experienced faculty
lead by its Director,
Dr R.K. Agarwal, who is an alumnus of IIT
Kanpur, CIT, UK and IISc Bangalore with
vast teaching, research and administrative
experience.
The college has been consistently
maintaining excellent results and has 14
students in the 2016-17 top ten AKTU
merit lists with 2 Gold, 1 Silver and 3 Bronze
medals. The college students have also
received the Chancellor’s Gold Medal for best
performance across all B.Tech branches for
two consecutive years, since its inception last
year. The college also conducts a number
of industrially relevant programs to make
its students globally competitive. During the
year 2016-17, over 600 students have been
placed in reputed companies like Infosys,
MAQ Software,Tech Mahindra, TCS, HCL, HP
IBM India, Ericcson, Torrent, etc.
The college has established a number of

Centres of Excellence
in collaboration with
eminent multinational
industries. These
include Industrial
Robotic Training
Centre in collaboration
Dr. R.K Agarwal
with Kuka Robotics,
Centre of Competence in Automation
Technologies with Bosch Rexroth, LabVIEW
Academy with National Instruments,
Product Life Cycle Management (PLM)
Centre with SIEMENS, Industrial Pneumatic
Knowledge Centre with Janatics India and
a Competency Development Centre in
Integrated Automation with Automation
Industries Association and industry partners
like Pepperl & Fuchs, B&R, Festo and
Siemens. The primary objective of these
centres is to provide industrially-relevant
training in these inter-disciplinary state-ofart technologies to bridge the gap between
academic curriculum and industry needs.
These centres also promote research and
industrial consultancies.
To expand the outreach of this facility and
to align its objective with ‘Make in India’
and ‘Start-up India’ initiative launched by

Government of India through ‘Skill India
Mission’, AKGEC Skills Foundation has been
established as a funded training partner
of National Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC), under PPP of Ministry of Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship. Under
this program, Advance Welding Technology
and Advance Manufacturing Centre have
been established. AKGEC Skills Foundation
has also partnered with National Small
Scale Industry Corporation (NSIC) to
establish a Technology Incubation Centre.
The college has a unique distinction of
receiving the Academic Excellence Award
for Best Engineering College in UPTU for the
two successive years from His Excellency
the Governor of UP. The college is also a
recipient of Best Industry Interface from the
Hon’ble Minister of Science & Technology,
U.P. Government.
AKGEC believes in setting audacious
goals and infusing fresh ideas to achieve
the same. The college plans to promote
collaborative industry-relevant projects,
R&D, and consultancy to raise the overall
academic standard as well as to bridge
the gap between academic curriculum and
industry requirements to make its students
globally competitive.
airvistara.com | July 2018
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Monument To The Heroic Defenders Of Leningrad, Russia
Surrounding a 48 m high obelisk,
the impressive monument, unveiled
in 1975, is a sculptural ensemble
of bronze statues symbolising the
terrible 900-day Nazi siege and
eventual victory in World War II.
Designed by a renowned Russian
architect Sergei Speransky, the
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sculptural ensemble, placed at
the pedestal of the obelisk, is one
of the best examples of Soviet
monumental art.
Inside the monument, in a vast
underground memorial hall, there is
an exhibition devoted to the Siege.

Here, the glow of 900 bronze lamps
creates an eeriness matched by the
sound of a metronome (the only
sound heard by Leningraders on
their radios throughout the war).
Twelve thematically assembled
showcases feature items from the
war and siege.

The sculptures represent soldiers, sailors and civilians
who did not surrender to the Nazis despite hunger,
cold and constant bombardment
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Lenin head sculpture
Vladimir Lenin, one of the
renowned communist leaders,
is immortalised in Ulan-Ude,
capital of Republic of Buryatia.
This Siberian city boasts of the
largest sculpture of Lenin's head
ever created. Built in 1970 for
the centennial of Lenin’s birth,
the colossal bronze head towers
some 7.7 m (25 ft) heigh over the
main city square and weighs 42
tons. Well-known architects P.
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Zilberman and A. Dushkin worked
on the unique monument.
In 2011, North Korean leader Kim
Jong Il specially visited Siberia
to see the sculpture. The place
is also considered as a wedding
photo hotspot. On spring days,
endless streams of wedding
parties parade through the main
square taking turns in front of
the statue.

Since 1971, Lenin's head
has been Ulan-Ude’s
claim to fame, a popular
meeting place, and the
most photographed
tourist attraction

story frames
unique statues

Immigrants Memorial statue, New York
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Created by Artist Luis Sanguino in
1973, this bronze figural group statue
celebrates the diversity of New York
City and the struggle of immigrants.

the south end of the Eisenhower Mall in
Battery Park near Castle Clinton, which
served as a processing facility for newly
arrived immigrants from 1855 to 1890.

It depicts figures of various ethnic
groups, including an Eastern European
Jew, a freed African slave, a priest, and
a worker. They stand in a line, possibly
waiting for inspection, and approval
to enter the country. It is located at

A person named Samuel Rudin
commissioned the sculpture in the early
1970s as a memorial to his parents, who,
as it is engraved on the plinth, immigrated
to the United States in the late-19th
century.

in transit
did you know?

There is a

basketball
court

above the US Supreme
Court building. It is
known as the

Highest

Court in the Land
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The US Supreme Court has
been known as the 'Highest
Court of the Land', but there’s a
basketball court that sits on the
fifth floor of the court building.
Earlier, the basketball court
was a spare room to house
journals, but during 1940s it was
converted into a workout area
for courthouse workers.

HALDIRAM’S FORAY INTO EDUCATION
Discover the

joy

of learning

@

GYANSHREE SCHOOL, NOIDA

Quality education in precincts that is not cheap but more affordable than you think
Established under the aegis of Haldiram Educational Society, Gyanshree School is a CBSE-affiliated K-12
school that has earned a reputation as an institution with ‘an Indian ethos and an international outlook!’ Ranked
1st in Innovator category by the Times School Survey, by Education World India School Ranking 2017 in the
Best Co –Ed School Category the school ranked - Country 48th, State Rank 29th & City Rank 4th, Infrastructure
provision category – AIR 5th and Leadership & Management Quality category- AIR 9th.

What sets us apart…
Unrestricted by the barriers of convention Gyanshree encourages students to
forge into new paths by expanding
minds, honing skills, building lasting
values and in short enriching lives !
♦ Enviable infrastructure for sports and
CCA to be part of daily school life.
♦ Dedicated R&D Department to inform
teaching practices – tie ups with institutes from Finland and Singapore for
global pedagogical practices.
♦ Promoting girl child education
♦ Community connect – Social Service tie
ups with prestigious NGOs
♦ Special Scholarship to nurture and
promote talent in sports, arts and
aesthetics.
♦ Mid -level leadership teams that prepare
young minds to succeed as confident,
thinking Leaders.
♦ Seamless transition from Pre-School to
University to Career Readines

OUR CORE tEAM
Led by the visionaries who create immediate lasting values, the school is a living dream of the Chairman,
Haldiram Educational Society, Shri M.L. Agarwal, an entrepreneur with remarkable business acumen
and a keen eye for quality.
Director/Manager, Mrs. Rita Kapur, a veteran educationist, President’s National Award winner with
over three decades of experience as an educator and Principal and director of reputed institutions.

Haldiram’s merit and means scholarship

The Principal, Mrs. Brinda Ghosh, a gold awardee of the IAYP, is a highly accomplished educationist, holds
a Cambridge International Diploma for Teachers and Trainers from Cambridge. In her experience of over two
decades she has taught in reputed top schools and has been founder Principal of two leading schools.

4 For students scoring 90% & above
4 Extends to funding higher
education emphasizing on
research, thereby contributing to
the knowledge economy of the
world at large.

OUR NAVIGAtORS
The school is guided by an advisory board of thoughtful leaders who have made a mark in their respective
fields, such as the living cricket legend Padma Shri Kapil Dev, Kathak Maestro Padma Shri Guru
Shovana Narayan, Mr. Atul Kumar Gupta former Chief Secretarty Govt of U.P, Padma Shri Dr.
Uma Tuli, founder of Amar Jyoti Foundation is a rehabilitation professional and social worker. Mrs. Lata
Vaidyanathan recipient of National Award for Teachers is a veteran educationist and Mr. Ken Ang is a
leading professional in Education Technology Industry in Finland and Singapore.

“Enter to learn, go forth to lead and serve.”

GYANSHREE SCHOOL, PLOt 3 & 4, SECtOR 127, NOIDA
Website: www.gyanshree.in

Email: info@gyanshree.in

Contact: 7042193396 / 8527639997

advertorials
in focus

Crafting Intellectual Gems
KIET was established in 1998 at Ghaziabad
with an annual intake of 198 students. The
institute has 5200+ students on its rolls in
2017-18: a substantial growth in 20 years to
meet the need of quality technical education
in UP. KIET has been maintaining excellent
results over the last several years and has
been consistently rated as one of the best
institutions affiliated to Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Technical University (formerly UPTU).
The accomplishment of educational
expertise of KIET is clearly reflected in
the plethora of Education Excellence
Awards bagged by the institute. It has been
accredited by NAAC with Grade ‘A’ and
offers NBA accredited courses (EN, ME,
CSE, IT, ECE). The institute has earned
a vital position in the Rank Band of
151-200 for Engineering discipline and
in the band of 76-100 for Pharmacy

Director, Dr (Col) A Garg

discipline in National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) - India Ranking 2018
by MHRD, Govt. of India on the basis of
excellence in teaching, learning, research
and innovation.

Sewing Stories by Perona

From the new classic work bag to a tote or a clutch, from a
bagpack to a crossbody, from accessories like wallets to I-Pad
sleeves, from sharply tailored shirt and a statement jacket to an
elegant skirt or jump suit, Perona is a world that pushes the limits
of the craft of leather. Every detail is artfully constructed to evolve
with the wearer. It presents an expression of artisanal excellence
for a thoughtful audience, where the style does not dictate but
blends seamlessly into the lives of the wearer.
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Our students acquire competence to
become global knowledge workers and our
close collaboration with reputed MNCs,
firms and industries, not only helps us in
creating opportunities for jobs but also in
preparing entrepreneurs who provide jobs
to others and to work in this direction,
there is an in-house entrepreneurship cell
as well, TBI-KIET. This 'Technology Business
Incubator' has been set up in association
with Department of Science & Technology,
Govt. of India, to promote Innovation and
Entrepreneurship in the institute and in
the adjoining areas. We have created and
facilitated copious Centres of Excellence for
application development for IOS and
networking expertise of students.

More details can be fetched through the website
www.kiet.edu. At KIET Group of Institutions we
take challenges as opportunities.

A seamless shopping experience
Launched in 2012, Bombay
Shirt Company is the first
online custom shirt brand
in India. The Company’s
young and energetic
team comprises creative
marketers, innovative
tech geeks, seasoned
product experts and
customer service genies.
Marrying contemporary
product design and technology with old school, classic tailoring
techniques, Bombay Shirt Company brings customers a seamless
shirt-buying experience to produce a high quality yet affordable
product catering to their unique individuality. The USP of the
brand is their made-to-measure shirting options where one can
customise and design their own shirt by choosing their preferred
fabric along with various styling specifications like collar, cuffs,
plackets, buttons, colour of the threads, monograms, etc.
Available online, the brand has stores in New York City, Mumbai,
Delhi, Dubai, Bengaluru, Chennai, Kolkata & Pune.
Website: www.bombayshirts.com
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Vistara’s 21st Airbus A320neo powered by CFM engines #NotJustAnotherNeo enabling the airline to commence its international operations soon

Offering winsome services

V

istara was born with a vision to
be a world-renowned airline of
choice esteemed for its exceptional
customer service. In a short span
of just over three years, we have
managed to carve a niche space for
ourselves in the domestic market
and are now looking forward to
giving flight to our dream of entering
the international skies. The first six
months of 2018 have been a period
of dynamic growth and innovation
at Vistara, and with the induction of
our 21st aircraft in June, we become
eligible to foray into the international
market later this year, in addition to
strengthening our domestic network.
June marks a significant month
in the journey of Vistara, as
in a landmark achievement,
as a testament to our brand’s
popularity, network strength and
loyal customer base, we achieved
a remarkable feat of flying 10
million passengers in a matter
of a little over three years. Our
commitment towards enhancing
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customer experience has led us to
invest in breakthrough technologies
and increased focus on research
& development. In an industryfirst initiative, Vistara created
a unique Artificial Intelligenceenabled robot, RADA, that can
assist customers and address their
travel related queries. The robot
can scan boarding passes and
further provide information on the
terminal, departure gates, real-time
flight status, weather conditions of
destinations as well as information
about Vistara’s products and
services. In addition to this,
RADA can entertain customers by
way of games and music at the
Vistara lounge. The launch of this
innovative technology has managed
to grab eyeballs among technology
enthusiasts and the media. This
further boosts our confidence to
enhance its functionality with an
aim to set new benchmarks in the
aviation industry. During the initial
stage, customers will get to interact
with Robot RADA July 5 onwards

at Vistara’s Signature Lounge at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport,
Terminal 3, New Delhi.
We believe that the success of
an airline not only depends on
operational efficiency, but it is also
the customers and their feedback
that constantly challenge us to
look at our processes, continuously
improvise and provide the bestin-class service. With a view to
ensure comfort and convenience
to our customers, Vistara recently
introduced yet another industryfirst initiative by banning the
consumption of gutka (a highly
addictive substance prepared
by crushing areca nut, tobacco,
catechu, paraffin wax, and slaked
lime) on board. Vistara also fully
supports the Draft Passenger
Charter enlisting benefits such
as free change/cancellation
within 24 hours of booking if
made on our website and app,
free accommodation in our next
available flight if a customer misses

Clockwise:
Mr Vishesh Khanna,
Vice President - Sales,
Vistara, along with
the Vistara staff
celebrates its 10
Millionth Customer,
successfully crossing
yet another milestone
in its journey; Vistara
creates India’s
first Robot RADA
designed to assist
customers at Terminal
3, IGI Airport; Vistara
observing the cause
of World Environment
Day across its stations
in June

2018 continues to be an exciting year
for us, and there are many more new
developments on the horizon
his or her flight for reasons not in
their control, compensation for rare
cases of overbooking, flexible fares
with minimal change and cancel
fees, and so forth, as proposed by
the Ministry of Civil Aviation. We
also understand that time is among
the most precious commodities for
our passengers. Keeping that in
mind, we have launched a unique
service – Vistara FlyEarly that
allows customers reaching the
airport early to fly early if there
is an earlier flight available within
four hours of the originally booked
flight. Vistara also celebrated
‘Daawat-e-Mughlai’ Biryani Festival
onboard its flights between June
13-17, offering curated menu

options to passengers across all
cabin classes.
Saluting the spirit of our
uniformed heroes and as an ode
to their exemplary services, Vistara
introduced special airfare discount
for both active and retired Jammu
and Kashmir police personnel and
their family members.
This year, on World Environment
Day, most of our stations continued
the practice of tree plantation drives
across our network. In addition to
this, Vistara also pledged to reduce
the consumption of plastic by 50
per cent on-board in a bid to offset
carbon footprint.

It is the constant love of our
customers and their belief in us
that has helped us attain greater
heights. Vistara is leaving no stone
unturned to emerge as one of the
world’s finest full service airline
in years to come. We continue
to record the lowest passenger
complaints among domestic
airlines in the country, as per the
DGCA passenger traffic report.
Owing to unfavourable weather
conditions in various parts of the
country during May, our on-time
performance witnessed a slight
dip, however, we are constantly
working on improving our on-time
performance to ensure operational
reliability. Proudly donning the tag
of being the ‘Best Airline in India’,
Vistara has maintained its streak of
consistently delivering operational
and service excellence over the
first half of the year.
As we enter the second half of
the year, at a time when Vistara is
expected to embark on one of the
most important steps in its journey
so far, we take this opportunity
to look back at some of our
achievements and want to thank
our customers and our colleagues
who have been working tirelessly
towards achieving this goal. 2018
continues to be an exciting year for
us, and there are many more new
developments on the horizon.
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Going the Extra Mile
Words of appreciation from our passengers for the Vistara staff

Ms. Lal was travelling with Vistara
from Kochi to Delhi on flight UK 882.
Our customer reached the Kochi
airport at 07:50 pm ahead of her
flight’s expected departure at 09:50
pm. Much to her shock, she mistook
her flight to be in the evening, when
her flight had already departed in
Rini Abraham,
the morning at 09:50 am. Adding to
Shiran
her woes was the airport security
Yesodharan,
staff disallowing her entry inside
Tony Chacko
the terminal owing to the lapsed
time. Ms. Lal then approached our ground staff member,
Tony Chacko who informed her about her flight status and
the next available flight. The customer was in distress as her
home was five hours away from the airport and she did not
have any family member in the city who could help her. Her
husband based in Dubai was equally anxious regarding the
situation. Seeing her plight, our ground staff member, Rini
Abraham offered her place to the customer for a night stay
as the next available flight was in the morning. Our customer
was deeply touched by this gesture and readily agreed to
stay at Rini’s place. Their worries did not end there as it was
raining heavily and Rini’s mode of transport was a two-wheeler.
With no respite from the rain, our ground staff members
Shiran Yesodharan and Tony Chacko volunteered to drop our
customer and Rini to her residence which was almost 30 kms
away from the airport, only to return home well past midnight
and promptly reporting for an early morning shift the next day.
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Mr. Mohd. Ali and his
family were traveling
with Vistara from Kochi
to Delhi on flight UK 882.
Once inside the terminal,
they realised that their
baby’s bag, which had
medicines and baby food,
Athira D.U
was left behind at the
hotel they had stopped
by for breakfast. Our customers panicked as the
hotel was almost 8-10 kms from the airport, and
they even considered going back to the hotel
to collect the bag. But this wouldn’t have been
possible as the airport security staff wouldn’t
have permitted this due to security reasons. In a
distressed situation, our customers approached
our ground staff member Athira who empathised
with the family and assured them that their bag
would be brought to them before their boarding.
Athira immediately made a couple of calls and
contacted the hotel staff to explain the situation
and then requested her husband to collect the bag
and bring it to the airport.

I wonder how these staff members can
always be smiling and try to go beyond
their call of duty. Then I realised this is a
TATA product which we can always trust
to deliver more than our expectation. I
hope the efforts of these champs will be
recognised by the company,”

I would like to thank the Vistara team
from the bottom of my heart to make
my journey a memorable one. A special
thanks to Vistara staff at Cochin
airport, Ms. Athira D U, without whom
it wouldn’t have been possible. This
made our day and a memorable trip
with Vistara. Ms. Athira sets an example
of a good human and Vistara sets an
example of serving humanity more than
business,”

Ms. Lal

Mr. Mohd. Ali

Vistara | July 2018

My Vistara Story
Christina Jyun Hsieh Cabin crew member

Pursuing
a career in
the aviation
industry had
been my
dream since a
long time. The
opportunity to be able to travel
and discover new cultures and
meet new people was something
that I looked forward to ever
since I set my mind to enter the
aviation industry. Joining Vistara
has been a blessing in disguise.
A company that comes with the
rich and illustrious heritage of
TATA and the service excellence
of Singapore Airlines, Vistara is
currently the finest full service
airline and among the fastest
growing airlines in the country.
I started my career in aviation in
2007 and became a part of the
Vistara family in the pilot batch
for cabin crew in July 2014. Ever since, there has been no
looking back. Being a part of the cabin crew of any airline is
among the most dynamic professions in the world. It offers
countless opportunities for personal as well as professional
growth and helps bridge distances between cultures. For
a cabin crew member, the sky is our stage and we’re all
playing a unique part in delivering the right performance.
But, behind the luxury and glamour of the profession, is a
lot of dedication and commitment towards our training and
developing the ability to remain calm in some of the most
critical situations. Not to discount the fact that sometimes
there are also extended working hours owing to flight delays
and diversion, dealing with unruly passengers and keeping
a smile on your face despite a personal crisis. As a cabin
crew member, we are also trained to give basic first-aid and
handle medical emergencies on-board but the ability to save
somebody’s life on-board during an emergency is a humbling
experience.

During the initial phase, a
cabin crew member undergoes
rigorous hours of training to
understand the nuisances of the
profession and a great emphasis
is laid on teamwork. Some of the
extremely important elements of
our training focus on how to deal
with our customers as well as our
co-workers with patience. Every
day is a learning process and
there is so much that I’ve learnt
and let go of during my time as a
cabin crew member. I feel more
responsible not just towards our
customers, but also towards my
profession and have work hard to
set an example towards achieving
my goals. Our profession also
comes with a lot of perks that
I have been fortunate enough
to enjoy. There is an open work
culture at Vistara that has helped
me maintain a work-life balance
despite the challenges of a round
the clock job. I enjoy experimenting with different cuisines,
whether it be trying something new at a fancy restaurant
around the country or cooking a lovely meal at home with my
family. Being a cabin crew member, I get to enjoy travelling to
different cities and trying out delicacies, meeting new people
each time and taking home an experience of a lifetime.
I had joined Vistara at a time when the airline had just made
a foray into the domestic market. What excited us the most
was the legacy that TATA and Singapore Airlines brought
together in terms of value. Ever since, it has been a rollercoaster ride having witnessed exemplary professional and
personal growth. My profession has taught me a lot, not just
in terms of professional growth, but the virtue of patience
and perseverance and being empathetic towards people. But
nothing matches the joy of watching the cheerful face of our
customers at the end of their flight, or the thrill of meeting
new people and sometimes even celebrities on-board.
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Get exclusive
benefits even
after your

flight
Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your Vistara boarding pass within
seven days of your travel at our partner brands and enjoy exciting offers
hospitality

One level upgrade*
on presenting the
boarding pass

20% off on best available rate by using promo code
‘ZUSP20VIST’ for booking Lemon Tree Premier, Lemon
Tree Hotels and Red Fox Hotels

Free dessert at any
F&B outlet along with
the main course*

Offer also includes: 20% off on F&B (Republic of Noodles*,
free WiFi 24x7 and buffet breakfast)

Upto 15% off on stay at
any Ginger Hotel
Offer Code: GINGERSPL

Booking to be done at www.lemontreehotels.com

Room upgrade to the next level *
10% off on usage of the spa facilities
10% off on food & soft beverages at the
restaurants*

Exclusive 10% off
on stay along with
complementary
plantation safari, birding
& nature tour, also get
access to the golf course

20% off on body
massages, flat 20% off on
suites and villas and 20%
off on beverages at the
bar on all days before 7pm

Health and Wellness

30% off on wellness spa
services
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Flat 15% off on all
services

Flat `500 off on any body spa or
facial service*

Retail Shopping

Flat 10% off on drinks,
books, and souvenirs
category at Delhi,
Mumbai, Pune and
Bengaluru Airport
stores

Flat 10% off on
all products at
Skywater retail
stores (Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and
Panchkula)

Flat 15% off on Victorinox and
all other associate brands
available at Gute Reise stores
in Delhi, NCR, Mumbai, Navi
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennai,
Kolkata and Hyderabad.

Dining

Fly Vistara and avail any ONE of
the following offers by presenting
Vistara’s Boarding Pass:
Flat 20% off on food and soft
beverages at any of the outlets
Exclusive 20% off on any Spa &
Salon Services
Enjoy free entry, special discounts
and offers on F&B at Kitty Su
from Sunday – Thursday

Flat 10% off on
transactions of
`3000 and above.
Offer applicable
only at Nykaa retail
stores

Flat `500 off
on eyewear
at exclusive
John Jacobs
stores

Rent a Car

Economy package for 1: Beer &
burger combo for `449* only
Free* appetiser on purchase
of an entree (appetiser to be
similar or lesser value)
Buy one get one beer
Premium package for 2:
2 margaritas or 2 beers + 1
starter + 2 main course + 1
dessert for `1,999** only
**All inclusive

`600 off on Myles
(self-drive) MVO500

Flat `500 off on Carzonrent
(premium chauffeur driven
service) outstation booking
CVO500

Black & White
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Meal for 1 - 1 quarter chicken,
1 regular side, 1 bottomless
soft drink or domestic beer pint
@ `395*
Meal for 4 - 1 full chicken, 4
regular sides, 4 bottomless soft
drinks or domestic beer pints
@ `1495*

Dining Offer: Flat 10% off on
food and soft beverages at
F&B
outletsBlack
(Seven,
Reverse
& Umami
White &
Octave) at the hotel
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Reverse Colour

Dining Offer: Flat 10% off on
food & soft beverages at F&B
outlets
(Buzz, Swirl & Deli)

Package for 1: 2 pints of select
beers + 1 select appetizer
@ GUWAHATI
`449+ ASSAM
taxes
Package for 2: 1 pitcher of select
beer+ 2 select appetizers
@ `899+ taxes

Standard Colour

For more information, please visit www.airvistara.com and check the deals
and ASSAM
offers section
GUWAHATI

Travel and Experience

Experience
world class
sailing with
Aquasail.
Discover
sailing @
50% off.
Sailing/
Windsurfing
certified
courses
@ 25% off.
Goa |
Mandwa |
Mumbai

Get 10% off on
Imagica theme
park & water
park tickets

Experience the
heritage of old
Delhi like never
before at 20% off

*Terms & conditions apply
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Our Fleet
Our airline today has one of the youngest fleets in the country with cutting edge technology to ensure highest
standards of operational efficiency and comfort for our customers. With thirteen A320ceo aircraft and eight
A320neo aircraft (with 50% reduced carbon emissions), we are set to scale new heights.

A320neo

Vistara Fleet

A320neo

Count

8

Length

37.57 m

Wingspan

35.80 m

Height

11.76 m

Cruising Speed 833 km/h
Takeoff weight 73500 kg
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A320ceo

Count

13

Length

37.57 m

Wingspan

35.80 m

Height

11.76 m

Cruising Speed

829 km/h

Takeoff weight

73500 kg

Range

6,100 km

Business/
Premium
Economy/
Economy

8+24+126=158

Engine

IAE V2500-A5
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Range

6,500 km

Business/
Premium
Economy/
Economy

8+24+126=158

Engine

CFM LEAP1A

A320ceo
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key features

FASTER EARNINGS
Earn up to 11 CV Points per INR 100 spent
FASTER REDEMPTIONS
Award Flights starting from 2000 CV Points and
Upgrade Awards from 500 CV Points

TAILORED FOR THE
TRENDSETTERS AND
THE BOARDROOM
HIGH FLIERS, THE
FASTEST REWARDING
FREQUENT FLYER
PROGRAM IS HERE!
Take your Vistara experience to greater
heights with a host of benefits. As part of
the unique frequent flyer program, you earn
CV Points based on the value of tickets
purchased. It’s simple - when you spend more,
you earn more.

FASTER ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION
Reach elite tiers faster basis lower of Tier Points and
flights taken in 12 month period
PRIORITY STATUS
Check-in, Waitlist Clearance, Baggage Handling and
Airport Standby
INCREASED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE
5- 15 kgs over and above the limit basis elite tier
status
LOUNGE ACCESS
Unrestricted access to Vistara Lounge when you fly
with Vistara
GUARANTEED RESERVATIONS
24-48 hour prior to departure
COMPLIMENTARY UPGRADE AND LOUNGE
ACCESS VOUCHERS
For use by self, friends or family
AIRLINE AND NON-AIRLINE PARTNERS
Earn and Redeem CV Points with our partners
EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES
Special benefits and privileges for all fare types

How to join

Becoming a Club Vistara (CV) member is simple and quick. Register with CV by:
• Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com or
downloading our Mobile
App.
• Filling the enrolment
form available with our
cabin crew.

Once enroled, the CV membership
ID will be sent to your registered
email ID.

Enrol now
and earn 500
Bonus
CV Points

You can access your CV account
through our website and mobile
app, to keep track of all your
transactions.
airvistara.com | July 2018
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ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

TIER EVALUATION PROCESS

Tier evaluation is in terms of Tier Points or the
number of Vistara flights taken, whichever upgrades
or maintains your tier status faster. Refer the Tier
Evaluation criteria below:

Elite Tier Qualification process evaluates your tier status every
day by checking the number of Tier Points earned or number of
flights flown in the past 365 days. As soon as a member achieves
the criteria, the member will be upgraded to the next elite tier. In
case of a tier upgrade or renewal, your elite tier status will be valid
for 12 months. On the day of expiry of your tier, if you are unable
to move up to the next elite tier or maintain your current tier, you
will be moved to the next lower tier for the next 12 months.

Tier

Tier Points
required for
Upgrade

Flights
required for
Upgrade

CV Silver

15000

20

CV Gold

25000

CV Platinum

35000

OR

30
40

Privileges & Benefits

CV
Base

CV
Silver

CV
Gold

CV
Platinum

Earn Points on All Flights

✓

✓

✓

✓

Tier/CV Points

8 CV Points/`100

9 CV Points/`100

10 CV
Points/`100

11 CV
Points/`100

✓

✓

✓

✓

Up to 48 Hours
Prior*

Up to 24 Hours
Prior*

Priority Airport Standby
✓

Priority Waitlist clearance
Guaranteed Reservations in
Economy Class
Priority Airport Check-in

Premium
Economy Counter

Business Class
Counter

Business Class
Counter

Increased Baggage Allowance

+5 Kg

+10 Kg

+15 kg

Priority Boarding

✓

✓

Lounge Access

✓

✓

Priority Baggage handling

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Lounge Access Vouchers

1

2

4

Upgrade Voucher

1

3

5

Exclusive Offers and Promotions

✓

Meet & Greet

✓

No Rescheduling Fee*

✓

*Fare difference applicable

Earning CV Points

Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly
rewarded every time you fly with us.
When you enter your CV ID while booking and check-in, your
points will be auto credited in your CV account within 24-48
hours. Your CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of
flight. Please refer to the table to know the CV Point accrual for
Vistara flights.
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Tier

CV Points per INR 100 spent

CV Base

8

CV Silver

9

CV Gold

10

CV Platinum

11

UNDERSTANDING TIER POINTS AND CV POINTS
When you fly with Vistara, you earn CV Points that enable you to redeem Award Flights, Upgrade Awards and
Tier Points, that help determine your elite tier.
Tier Points are non-redeemable and are valid for only 12 months from the date of flight. You can use your CV
Points as currency to redeem rewards with Vistara & its Partners. CV Points are valid for 36 months from the
date of flight.

Partnerships

With our partners, make the most of your CV membership even when you are not flying with us.

Airline Partners

Co-Brand Partners

Being the preferred partner for many major international
flights, you will be able to earn and redeem CV Points on
the following international flights:

Earn CV Points with every swipe
through Axis Bank Vistara Credit
Cards.

COMPLIMENTARY TIER MATCH
We invite you to enjoy a complimentary 3-month CV Gold membership, if you are a Gold or above tier
member with any other frequent flyer program.
Here’s how you can apply:
¥ Enrol with Club Vistara
¥ Share your copy of Gold or above tier membership card/statement at contactus@clubvistara.com or visit
www.clubvistara.com

REDEMPTION OF CV POINTS

With Award Flight redemptions starting as low as 2,000 CV Points and Upgrade Awards starting at 500
CV Points, rewards could not be any faster.
VISTARA AWARD FLIGHTS
To redeem CV Points for Vistara
Award Flights
visit www.airivistara.com
and select “Redeem CV
Points” checkbox or call our
Customer Service Centre at +91
9289228888/+91 9958962222

VISTARA UPGRADE AWARDS
Now redeem CV Points to upgrade your cabin class by
calling our Customer Service Centre at
+91 9289228888/+91 9958962222 or contacting our
Airport Ticketing Office (ATO) for instant upgrades.
To know the CV Points required for Vistara
Award Flights and Vistara Upgrade Awards,
please visit our website www.airvistara.com.
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The Armoured Pride of India:

Greater One-horned Rhino
TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, works to ensure trade in wild
animals and plants is not a threat to the conservation of nature. In India, it
operates as a programme division of WWF-India.
TRAFFIC India, c/o WWF Secretariat, 172-B, Lodi Estate, New Delhi-110003;
Tel:011-41504786; Email: trafficind@wwfindia.net;
Website: www.trafficindia.org; www.traffic.org

Image credit: Dhritiman Mukherjee

GREATER ONE-HORNED RHINO
also called the

INDIAN RHINOCEROS
Scientific Name:

Body Parameter:

Rhinoceros unicornis

Height: Average 5.7 feet
Length: Average 11.7 feet
Weight: 1800 to 2800 kilogramme

Habitat:
Alluvial flood plains and areas
containing grasslands along the
foothills of the Himalayas.

Distribution:

Interesting

Facts
• Fourth largest
land animal
• Rhino horn is
made of keratin, a
protein also found
in our hair and
fingernails.

Indo- Nepal terai. In India, the
Greater One-horned Rhino is
mainly found in Kaziranga National
Park(NP), Pobitara Wildlife
Sanctuary, RG Orang NP, Manas
NP in Assam, Jaldapara NP and
Gorumara NP in West Bengal and
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve in Uttar
Pradesh. They sometimes stray into
parts of Valmiki Tiger Reserve in
Bihar from Chitwan National Park,
Nepal.

Population:
3554 (India=2909 and Nepal
=645) The population of Greater
One-horned Rhino in India has
grown over the last few years due
to consistent efforts of the forest
department and other enforcement
agencies.

Legal Status:
In India, the Greater One-horned
Rhino is protected under Schedule I
of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
thus making poaching/hunting, trade
and any other forms of utilisation a
punishable offence.
Globally, it is listed in Appendix I
of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
prohibiting international trade.

Threat:
Poached for its horn, the Greater
One-horned Rhino is most
threatened today by illegal wildlife
trade. Despite lack of scientific
proof of its medical efficacy, the
horn is used in traditional Asian
medicines prescribed to treat
multiple ailments; displayed as a
status symbol or carved in to beads
and bangles for select consumers.

You can help
Do not buy products made from horn and other body parts of Greater One-horned
Rhino. It is a criminal offence, punishable with up to 7 years imprisonment. Support
initiatives for the conservation of our wildlife.
#HelpStopIllegalWildlifeTrade

Interline Partners
Vistara has partnered with 25 international airlines to be their domestic partner.

Privileges
• Complimentary cabin class upgrade* • International baggage allowance* • Through check-in* • Complimentary gourmet meals
•S
 eamless same terminal transfers
at Delhi T3 & Mumbai T2

• Accrual & redemption of
frequent flyer points*

• 3-class cabin including Business Class and
India’s only Premium Economy
*T&Cs apply
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