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VISTARA EDITORIAL

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND
Vistara was born to challenge the status quo
in Indian aviation and transform the flying
experience for millions of air travellers in the
country. Our vision for Vistara naturally paves
the way for all things that distinguish us, all
aligned to bring the ‘new feeling’ of flying
to our customers. From crafting a unique
product at the onset and pioneering the
concept of Premium Economy in Indian skies
to being the first and only airline in South Asia
and Southeast Asia to serve Starbucks coffee
on board, the list of Vistara’s USPs has grown
manifold in a little over two years.
This month, we’re breaking away from tradition
yet again, to delight you with a revolutionary
new product. We’re gung-ho about the
latest jewel in our fleet of aircraft – the
revolutionary new A320neo. Revolutionary,
because it’s truly #NotJustAnotherNeo,
and features cutting-edge technologies and
spectacular new interiors, certain to take your
breath away. The advanced aircraft is the first
of the seven Airbus A320neo aircraft ordered
by Vistara, and arrived at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport in the wee hours of the
morning on May 25, 2017. We hope you have
downloaded the Vistara magazine mobile app
before you came aboard, to watch the dynamic
cover of the magazine this month come to
life, in a riveting video of the swashbuckling

metal beast in its making. Read more about
#NotJustAnotherNeo on pages 62 to 69.
Bringing about differentiators based on
consumer insights and feedback from our
customers, helping us envision and realise new
trends, is not new to Vistara. We are the only
airline to have an exclusive, signature lounge
located near the boarding gates at the Terminal
3 of Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport
offering great convenience with several
features, most of which are industry-firsts.
Our frequent flyer program, Club Vistara, is the
first value-based frequent flyer program to be
launched in India, and its uniqueness multiplied
last year in September with the all-new Club
Vistara becoming the fastest rewarding and
the least restrictive frequent flyer program
ever in India.
The Vistara story has been enviable so far,
to say the least. Maintaining our growth
trajectory, the month of May started on a high
note as Vistara registered an impressive yearon-year growth of 80 per cent in passengers
flown for the period of January to April 2017.
Additionally, the number of destinations
flown also increased by 46 per cent, to
19. The latest domestic air travel report
published by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation pegged Vistara as the Number 1

airline in terms of On-Time Performance,
clocking an impressive 87.4 per cent. These
exemplary statistics demonstrate our firm
commitment to become the world renowned
airline of choice esteemed for its exceptional
customer service and operational excellence.
Looking for newer ways to delight customers,
Vistara now offers a slew of ancillary products
and services designed to enhance the travel
experience of our customers at competitive
rates (electronic coupon booklets, upgrade
coupons, lounge passes, priority handling with
#VistaraPriority and excess baggage coupons,
among others). Vistara launched another
ground-breaking service, #VistaraWomanFlyer,
designed for solo women travellers. As part of
the new service, Vistara will assign preferred
seats to women and will also provide baggage
and transport assistance on arrival for women
travelling alone.
Vistara was born to change the way you fly.
And we’re inching closer to our goal steadily
but surely. Our success story needs no
introduction, and we are looking to build more
such stories with you.
Keep flying the new feeling!
Team Vistara

THIS EDITION OF THE MAGAZINE INTEGRATES AUGMENTED REALITY AS A VISUAL TREAT FOR READERS.
DOWNLOAD THE VISTARA MAGAZINE APP AND HOVER IT OVER THE COVER, OR THE PHOTOS WITHIN THE
MAGAZINE MARKED WITH < > AND WATCH IT COME TO LIFE.

6 | Vistara | June 2017

MAXPOSURE MEDIA GROUP INDIA PVT. LTD.

MAXPOSURE TEAM
CEO & Managing Director
Prakash Johari
Director
Vikas Johari
Editor
Neelam Singh
Submissions
vistara@maxposure.in
Advertising
info@maxposure.in
Marketing
marketing@maxposure.in
Careers
hr@maxposure.in
CIN No
U22229DL2006PTC152087

Head Office | #TheAddress, Plot No. 62
Okhla Phase III, New Delhi - 110020, India
Tel: +91 11 43011111, Fax: +91 11 43011199

Raipur | Magnetto Offizo, Office No.546, 5th Floor,
Magnetto The Mall, G.E.Road, Labhandi, Raipur
Tel: +91 771 4264571

Bahrain | MaXposure Marketing Services WLL
Suite no. 652, 6th Floor, The Lounge Serviced Offices
Building 247, Road No. 1704, Diplomatic Area
Manama, Bahrain, P.O.Box 11409
Mob: +973 37778537, Tel: +973 17518793
E-mail: aaliyah@maxposureglobal.com
badria@maxposureglobal.com

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATION

UAE | MaXposure Arabia FZ LLC
Dubai Media City, Building No. 8, Ground Floor
Premises No. EO10, P. O. Box 502068, Dubai, UAE
Mob: +971 502455094, Tel: + 971 4 4310793
E-mail: maninder@maxposureglobal.com
arsh@maxposureglobal.com
Singapore | MaXposure Global Pte Ltd
51 Goldhill Plaza, #07-10/11, Singapore 308900
Tel: +65 31632622, Email: info@maxposureglobal.com
Bangladesh | Subcontinental Media Pvt Ltd
Profficio 2nd floor, 4 Mohakhali Commercial Area
Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh, Tel: +880 1862260427
E-mail: shohedul@subcontinentalmedia.com

EUROPE
France | Nicolas Devos | IMM International
Tel: +33 140137905
E-mail: n.devos@imm-international.com

MAXPOSURE INDIA OFFICES
Ahmedabad | 4, Megabyte Business Centre
Navrang Building, Opposite Samsung Showroom
Swastik Char Rasta, C.G.Road
Ahmedabad–380009, Tel: +91 79 40193627

Germany | Stefanie Trevas | Gruner +Jahr
Tel: +49 4037032944, E-mail: treves.stefanie@guj.de

Bengaluru |1010 A Wing, 10th Floor, Mittal Towers
M.G. Road, Bengaluru-560001, Karnataka
Tel: +91 80 40921037-38, Fax: +91 80 41510657

Chennai | 2nd Floor, X-42, Sindur Shopping Centre
2nd Avenue Road, Chennai-600040
Tel: +91 44 42015684, Fax: +9144 42015685
Guwahati | House No - 6, Ground Floor
College Hostel Road, Pan Bazar, Guwahati-781001
Mob: +91 970 60 57907

VISTARA MAGAZINE IS PRINTED AND PUBLISHED
BY PRAKASH JOHARI ON BEHALF OF MAXPOSURE
MEDIA GROUP (INDIA) PVT. LTD. (MMGIPL) FOR
TATA SIA AIRLINES LTD. (TSAL) AND PUBLISHED
AT
MMGIPL,
#THEADDRESS,
PLOT
NO.
62,
OKHLA PHASE III, NEW DELHI-110020, INDIA. VISTARA
MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY. ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED.
THE
WRITING,
ARTWORK
AND/OR
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE USED
OR REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE EXPRESS WRITTEN
PERMISSION OF MMGIPL. MMGIPL / TSAL DOES NOT
ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR LOSS OR DAMAGE OF
UNSOLICITED PRODUCTS, MANUSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS,
ARTWORK, TRANSPARENCIES OR OTHER MATERIALS.
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THE MAGAZINE ARE NOT
NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE PUBLISHER OR TSAL. ALL
EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE WHILE COMPILING THE
CONTENT OF THIS MAGAZINE, BUT WE ASSUME NO
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE EFFECTS ARISING THERE
FROM. MMGIPL / TSAL DOES NOT ASSUME ANY
LIABILITY FOR SERVICES OR PRODUCTS ADVERTISED
HEREIN. FOR INQUIRIES | MMGIPL TEL: +91.11.43011111,
WWW.AIRVISTARA.COM, WWW. MAXPOSURE.IN

New York | Francesco Lascari
Huson International Media
Tel: +212 268 3344
E-mail: francesco.lascari@husonmedia.com
USA West coast | Ralph Lockwood
Huson International Media
Tel: +1 408 879 6666
E-mail: ralph.lockwood@husonmedia.com

Chandigarh | SCO No. 866, 2nd Floor, Office No. 18
NAC Manimajra, Chandigarh–160101
Tel: +91 0172 466 5839

www.maxposure.in
Simply scan this QR code from
your smart phone which contains
the URL of our website.

NORTH AMERICA
Canada | Wayne Saint John | The New Base
Tel +1 416 363 1388
E-mail: wayne.stjohn@thenewbase.com

Hyderabad | 1-11-222/2, Ground Floor
Street No. 4, Gurumurthy Lane, Begumpet
Hyderabad-500 016, Tel: +91 40 40021545
Indore | 7/1, 409, 4th Floor, Ratan Mani Complex,
Opposite Inter Star Showroom, New Palasia
Indore-452001, Tel: +91 731 4248881
Jaipur | Shop No.B-18, Hotel Arco Palace,
Opp. Metro Station, Sindhi Camp Station Road,
Jaipur-302001, Rajasthan Tel: +91 141 404 7655
Kolkata | DPS Corporate Club, 1st Floor,
9A Sebak Baidya Street, Kolkata-700029
Tel: +91 33 40680111
Mumbai | Office No 401, Shubham Centre,
A1, Cardinal Gracious Road, Chakala,
Andheri (East), Mumbai-400099
Tel: +91 22 61991111, Fax: +91 22 61991115
Pune | Subjeev Business Centre,
29, Ground Floor, East Street Galleria,
2421, East Street, Camp, Pune-411001
Mob: +91 9096957855

Italy | Sandra Bonini
G+J International Sales Italy Srl
Tel: +3902 20526722, E-mail: bonini.sandra@guj.de
London | David Simpson | Simpson Media
Mob: +44 7900885456
E-mail: david@simpson-media.com
Switzerland | Nathalie DupuY
IMM International, Tel: +41 22 310 80 51
E-mail:n.dupuy@imm-international.com
Turkey | Tan Bilge | Media Ltd.
Tel: +90 212 2 75 84 33
E-mail: tanbilge@medialtd.com.tr
FAR EAST
Hong Kong/Indonesia | Peter Jeffery
Asian Integrated Media Ltd.
Tel: +852 39106388
E-mail: peterjeffery@asianmedia.com
Malaysia | Shallie Cheng | Mind Sense Sdn.Bhd.
Tel: +60 3 7781 7700, E-mail: shalliecheng@gmail.com
Japan | Michiko Kawano | Pacific Business Inc
Tel: +81 3 3661 6138, E-mail: kawano-pbi@gol.com
South Korea | Jung-Won Suh | Sinsegi Media Inc.
Tel: +82 2785 8222, E-mail: sinsegi-2@sinsegimedia.info
Thailand | Stephen Marsh
Media Representation International
Tel: +66 2204 2699, E-mail: stephen@mediarepint.com
AUSTRALIA
Sydney | Charlton D’Silva | Publisher’s Internationale`
Tel: +61 292523476, E-mail: charlton.dsilva@pubintl.com.au

CONTENTS
JUNE 2017

38

54

62

COVER
STORY

‘Fly the new feeling’
with Vistara's first
A320neo

48

PERSPECTIVE
32

A collage of happenings from the
world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

18 Potpourri

TRAVEL
There is no better way to learn
than travelling. Vistara explores
new horizons and destinations

24 Bleisure: Kochi
32 Special Story: Mcleod Ganj
38 Off-shore: France
46 Enroute: Kolkata-Port Blair
54 Trail: Plantations

TECH-KNOW
All about technology & innovation

48 Artificial Intelligence
12 | Vistara | June 2017

GO DIGITAL

Explore Vistara like never before

1

Step

Download the Vistara
Magazine App

2

Step

72

70

76

Open the app, click on
play button of the pop-up
image or go to AR button
in the drop down menu

88

3

Step

Go to your phone settings
and select the Vistara
app. Enable camera
option for the app.

4

Step

CURRENT AFFAIRS
What is making news around
the world and how it affects us

Place the mobile camera
on the Vistara cover

70 Sports: Champions Trophy 2017

FASHION
Fashion tips and insights into the
world of glamour

76 The Mane Point

PERSONALITY
Encounters with fascinating people
from various walks of life

5

Step

82 Milind Soman
Enjoy the Neo
Airbus Video

PHOTO FRAMES
Showcasing stunning images from
different facets of life

88 Resonance

Download the Vistara
magazine app

14 | Vistara | June 2017

facebook.com/
AirVistara

@airvistara

On The Cover
Vistara gets its first Airbus
A320neo that boasts of
new generation engines
and sharklets which will
save fuel by 15 per cent
per day

Scan this QR code from your
smart phone to visit our app

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

THE SOCIAL

BUZZ

The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in the
social media and the Twitterati can’t stop
talking about Vistara

ANSWERS OF THE AVIATION QUIZ - MAY ISSUE
Answer 1: 26
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Answer 2: Dum Dum Airport

Answer 3: Indira Gandhi International
Airport, Delhi

Answer 4: Rajiv Gandhi

Answer 5: Tiruchirappalli International
Airport, Tamil Nadu

PERSPECTIVE

POTPOURRI
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs
IN NUMBERS

Harley Davidson

1903

First Harley
Davidson
Motorcycle

1942
XA 750

ADVENTURE PARK

The World of Avatar
It’s not a movie set, but visitors to Disney
World’s new Pandora — World of Avatar are
in for a cinematic experience. The 12-acre
land, inspired by the movie Avatar, will open
in June at Disney World’s Animal Kingdom in
Florida. The marquee attraction is the Flight
of Passage, in which a 3-D simulator plunges
riders into a cinematic world. You feel as
if you’re riding on the back of a banshee,
a bluish, gigantic, winged predator that
resembles something out of the Jurassic Era.
Wearing 3-D glasses and straddling what
resembles a stationary motorcycle, you’re
strapped in, then the lights go out, a screen
in front lights up and you’re swooped into

a world of blue, gigantic aliens called Na’vi,
with moon-filled skies, plunging waterfalls,
jumping marine animals and towering
ocean waves.
The ride provides an enchanting and
intoxicating five minutes that touches all
the senses. Blasts of air and spritzes of
mist hit your face, and as you fly through a
lush forest, a woodsy aroma wafts through
your nostrils. A visitor could go on the
ride 20 times and still miss half the visual
details. Disney designers are quick to say
that the new land is the star of the action,
not the backdrop.

1977

FXS Low Rider

2017
Road King

ON RECORD

If you want to walk fast, walk alone.
But if you want to walk far, walk together.
-Ratan Tata
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The first Harley Davidson
motorcycle actually came from
a blue print drawn by William
S. Harley in 1901. That blueprint
was meant for a bicycle.

PERSPECTIVE

On my Kindle
A former researcher, Pilar
Maria Guerrieri authors a oneof-a-kind book called Maps
of Delhi
What inspired you to come up with
this book?
I came to Delhi
to do my PhD
research on
pre and postIndependence
architecture and
planning of Delhi
(1912-1962). While
I was studying,
I realised that
there was a lot of
confusion in the development of Delhi
during that time even among scholars,
so I began to look for primary sources/
maps to fill this gap. At the end of
my PhD, I realised that it would be a
lot easier for future researchers like
myself, if these were readily available.
I published all my findings in Maps of
India so that it may help anybody who
wishes to understand Delhi.
What did you discover on the
transformation of Delhi by analysing
the maps?
The maps visualise the theory of Delhi
being a 'city of cities'. The city is made
of distinct parts, each with a peculiar
character and features – so distinct
that we are able to identify those parts
as 'micro cities within the city'. Not
every city developed by the addition of
different nuclei settlements. A city like
Milan, for example, developed gradually
from just one Roman ancient core
settlement. On a much larger scale, we
can consider Gurgaon or Noida 'cities
within the contemporary megacity'
of Delhi.
From where did you source the maps
and images?
All my findings have been sourced from
the National Archives of India, Delhi
State Archives and many other Indian
institutions.
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Gal Gadot
gained

17

pounds
of muscle for the role
This will be Gadot's

2nd

appearance as

Wonder
Woman

She first appeared as
the female superhero
in Batman v. Superman:
Dawn of Justice in

2016

Movie: Wonder Woman
This will be the third movie to be released from the DC
Entertainment Universe. The story begins in the early 20th
century, the Amazon princess Diana, who is living on the island
of Themyscira, meets American military pilot Steve Trevor
when he is washed ashore. After learning from him about the
ongoing events of World War I, she leaves her home for London
to bring an early end to the war. Gal Gadot returns to play
Wonder Woman/Diana with Chris Pine playing Steve Trevor.
Connie Nielson plays Hippolyta and Robin Wright plays General
Antiope. The film is set to release globally on June 2, 2017.

ICC Women's Cricket
World Cup 2017
India will open its ICC Women’s
World Cup 2017 campaign
against England on June 24 in
Derby County. On the same day,
powerhouse New Zealand face
qualifier Sri Lanka in Bristol.
Twenty-eight matches will be
held over 21 days, including four
weekends. A round-robin between
the world’s eight best teams will
conclude with the semi-finals at
Bristol and Derby before the final
is played at Lord’s on July 23. India
will feature in four games in Derby,
including the much anticipated
clash with its arch-rival Pakistan on
Sunday, July 2.

Movie: Tubelight
The movie is set in

1962

Chinese actress

Zhu Zhu
is playing the
female lead

The first schedule of
filming started in

July

2016 in Ladakh

Tubelight is an upcoming Indian historical war
drama film written and directed by Kabir Khan.
The film is produced by Salman Khan and Kabir
Khan. Set in the Sino-Indian War period, it stars
Salman Khan in the lead role who plays a man
from India who falls in love with a girl from China.
It is confirmed by the director that Shah Rukh Khan
will play a cameo in the film. Pritam has composed
the music of the film. It also stars late legendary
actor Om Puri and Salman's brother Sohail Khan in
important roles. The movie is scheduled for release
on June 23, 2017.

PERSPECTIVE

Cruise Tourism in Kerala

The Weekend Staycation
Looking for an irresistible weekend
staycation in Mumbai? Check out the
Sofitel Mumbai BKC in Bandra east.
Celebrating their five ‘magnifique’ years,
the flagship property of Sofitel Hotels
& Resorts in India is inviting guests to a
perfect mélange of French art de vivre and
warm Indian hospitality. The property
aspires to pamper your five senses - taste,
smell, touch, hearing and sight with their
exclusive Weekend Staycation offer.

Biswajit Chakraborty, General
Manager, Sofitel Mumbai BKC,
said: “Sofitel hospitality is bespoke
and brings together a wide variety
of luxury experiences. With this
staycation offer we have curated an
oasis in the heart of the city, giving
people travelling to and living in
Mumbai, an escape from the bustling
city and an opportunity to refresh and
rejuvenate themselves."

Stefano Ricci's Spring/Summer Men's Collection 2017
One of the leading fashion designers of
the world, Stefano Ricci unveils his latest
Spring/Summer Men's Collection 2017. The
collection comes to life through the details
which bestow both a stylistic and aesthetic
substance. Virtuous elegance is manifested
at the height of the weaving process, which,
from jackets to shoes, becomes a figure of
modernity that holds its roots in an ancient
and skillful craftsmanship. The hidden hoods
are made in 150 gm waterproof silk on turtle
suede safari jackets. The luggage has an
international footprint and the shirts reach
heights of incomparable refinement and
prestige. The perforated leather on blousons
and accessories, the gold and silver finishing
on crocodile jackets, the secret inlays on
polos and the unique lightweight silk inlays
or Italian denim on sneakers, signify Stefano
Ricci’s constant innovation.
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In an effort to tap into the cruise
tourism potential of North Kerala, the
state government has drawn up an
ambitious `300 crore project linking
rivers and backwaters in the region. The
government's aim was to get the project,
called Malanad-Malabar cruise tourism,
ready by early next year, according to the
State Tourism Minister, Kadakampally
Surendran.
Walkways and boat jetties will be
constructed at Parassinikadavu
and Pazhayangadi and the State
government has sanctioned `15 crore
for the project, he said. The project
aspires to link rivers and water bodies
at Valapatnam, Kuppam, Perumba,
Anjarakkandy, Mahi, Thalassery,
Nileswaram, Thejaswini, Vilaya,
Paramathadakkam and Chandragiri.
On completion, the cruise route will be
197km long.

ON RECORD

India has the largest
postal network in the
world with over 1,55,015
post offices. A single
post office on an average
serves a population of
7,175 people.

Promotion

MAGICAL MONSOON IN GOA

Grand Hyatt Goa gives you 101 reasons and more to visit Goa this monsoon

E

xplore a whole new world
with a host of new offerings
at Grand Hyatt Goa this
monsoon. Take your pick
from a collection of over 101
experiences offered at the resort and
indulge in the joys of #LivingGrand.
With breath-taking spaces, a selection
of seven restaurants and bars, a
serene spa and versatile recreation
options, there’s a host of choices for
you to choose from everyday.
FOR YOUR PALATE
You can ‘Cook with the Chef’ or ‘Learn
to make Indian Inspired Cocktails’ at
Chulha. Check out the ‘Capiz@17’ cocktails and canapés at Capiz Bar.
‘Wine Flights’ offering you a selection
of wines from around the world at The
Verandah and the Bay View Lounge.
There are specially ‘Themed Dinners’
and the ‘Sunday Wicked Liquid
Brunch’ – one of the most unique
brunches in the country, at The Dining
Room. They serve Modern Australian
Cuisine at The Verandah and Fondue

evenings at Capiz Bar as well as a
host of live music performances to go
with your food.
RELAX AND REJUVENATE
Rejuvenate at the award winning
Shamana Spa which is the largest
spa in Goa with 19 treatment
rooms. Shamana Spa is one of the
few spas to offer Halotherapy and
Hydrotherapy. A uniquely designed
body and mind restoration awaits you
with yoga, aqua workout, lymphatic
drainage therapy and the famed
royal wellness bath with special
massage oils and detox drinks at the
Shamana suite.
FUN AND FROLIC
Don’t let your kids miss out on the
monsoon fun. Camp Hyatt - the kids
club offers an educational and fullfilled vacation to children between 4
and 12 years. Kids can discover and
learn from a multitude of activities
like craft projects, pottery, storytelling
and many more activities.
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TRAVEL BLEISURE

THE TRANQUIL LAND OF

KOCHI

The serene city of Kochi, known for its giant fishing nets, spices, scenic beaches along with
Portuguese and Dutch architecture, has been drawing traders and tourists for centuries
Words : Kritika Dhawan

T

he 'Queen of Arabian Sea',
Kochi, is a major port city in the
south-west coast of India. The
alluring city is an intriguing
amalgamation of medieval
Portugese, Dutch and an English village
on the Malabar Coast. It was occupied by
the Portuguese in 1503 and later by the
Dutch and the British. Kochi is one of the
most important spice trading centres in
India due to its strategic position on the
north-end of the peninsula with proximity
to the Arabian Sea on the West, along with
the estuaries and the Western Ghats on
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the east. The place offers a fusion of
modernity and old-world charm through
its beautiful monuments and a variety
of linguistic and ethnic communities
including Jews, Konkanis, Gujaratis, etc.
The Southern Naval Command, one of
the three main formations of the Indian
Navy has its headquarters in Kochi. The
Port of Kochi is a major commercial
maritime facility. Other than being
the commercial and industrial capital
of the state, the vibrant city provides
impressive scenic views which Kerala is
known for.

DID YOU KNOW
The Arabs, British, Chinese,
Dutch and Portuguese all
impacted the history and
development of Kochi.
The English claimed this
province as ‘Mini England’,
the Dutch called it ‘Homely
Holland’ and the Portuguese
referred to the port city as
‘Little Lisbon’.

AXE BRAND
UNIVERSAL OIL

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel

TRAVEL BLEISURE

MASSIVE DISPLAY OF HERITAGE

The museums in Kochi are an eclectic lot. Some of the former palaces of the kings of
Kochi are now museums and galleries that showcase the city's history and culture
MUSEUM OF KERALA
HISTORY
Hidden in the shadows of
huge trees, the museum
greets visitors with a statue
of Parasurama, the sage
who is said to have created
Kerala. Tourists can enjoy the
light and sound show with
commentaries both in English
and Malayalam. It also displays
over 200 original works by
contemporary Indian artists.

SHOPPING
Indulge in the best buys including
clothes, spices, antiques and more

MATTANCHERRY OLD SPICE MARKET
Mattancherry is an important centre of
spice trade. It offers good quality spices
ranging from the finest ginger and clove
to cardamom, turmeric and pepper.

BROADWAY MARKET
With many alleys and crossroads leading
to it, the market is situated adjacent to the
Marine Drive in Kochi. The shopping hub
is a line-up of wholesale and retail shops.
It is the best place to shop for clothes and
spices. Other items on display include
electronic goods, leather items, stationery,
watches, jewellery and umbrellas.

KERALA FOLKLORE MUSEUM
Located on the outskirts of Ernakulam, the
museum showcases the unique culture and
heritage of Kerala. It has more than 4,000
artefacts and architectural objects. The
three-storey museum exhibits numerous
masks, sculptures, traditional costumes,
musical instruments, traditional jewellery,
manuscripts of rare medicinal and
astrological secrets and even utensils from
the Stone Age.

HILL PALACE MUSEUM
Situated in the town of Ernakulam, it was
the first heritage museum to be built in
Kerala in 1865. It consists of 49 buildings
with traditional architecture. This is also
the largest archaeological museum in
Kerala that displays oil-paintings, murals,
sculptures in stone and manuscripts,
inscriptions, coins and the belongings
of Kochi's royal family including the
Simhasana (throne).

AVIATION QUIZ
1. How many jetliners are there in the Neo family?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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JEW TOWN
This town in Mattancherry is famous
for its antique shops. Shopping in Jew
town is time-consuming. It is a great
place to scout for junk jewellery and
antique items for decor. A big vaarpu or
bronze vessel, almost three metres wide
in diameter, is one of the favourites of
tourists.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

SPLENDID ATTRACTIONS

Take a walk on the quaint roads and enjoy the majestic grandeur of the city's architecture

MANGALAVANAM BIRD SANCTUARY
Visitors can take some time off and visit
the nesting ground of a large variety of
migratory birds. The Arabian Sea at the
borders of the sanctuary adds to the
ambience of this habitat. Located at the
centre of the city behind the Kerala High
Court, it is also known as the 'Green lung
of Kochi'. It inhabits around six species of
mammals including the Indian flying fox,
painted bat, Eurasian otter, house rat and
three-striped palm squirrel. At the centre
of the lush green sanctuary is a shallow
tidal lake bordered with thick mangrove
vegetation.

SANTA CRUZ BASILICA
This cathedral is one of the eight
Basilicas in India. It is a blend
between Indo-European and
gothic style of architecture. The
wooden paneling and the Italian
paintings from the time of original
foundation of the church add to
the quaint charm of its interiors.
A painting of the The Last Supper
is on display which is modelled on
the painting of famous Italian artist
Leonardo da Vinci. Its beautiful
stained glass windows enhance the
artistic grandeur of the place.

PARADESI SYNAGOGUE
Built in 1568, the synagogue is the oldest in
the Commonwealth of Nations. It is built
in the corner of the Jew Town and houses
rare antiques. The hand-painted blue willow
patterned floor tiles add charm to this place.
The synagogue houses a carved teak ark
with four scrolls of first five books of the Old
Testament in silver and gold cases. Other
valuable possessions of the place are two gold
crowns presented to the Jewish community
by the kings of Kochi and copper plates
belonging to the 4th century with inscriptions
in Malayalam.

WILLINGDON ISLAND
Surrounded by the backwaters, this
beautiful man-made island is named
after Lord Willingdon, a former British
Viceroy of India. The island is a trading
centre and houses the Port Trust office
and the headquarters of the southern
naval command.
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MATTANCHERRY PALACE
The palace was gifted by the
Portuguese to the king of
Kochi, Veera Kerala Varma in
1555. It is also known as the
'Dutch Palace' because it was
renovated by the Dutch in
1663. The exquisite collection
of Hindu murals in the palace
depict scenes from the
Ramayana, Mahabharata and
Puranic legends. The palace
gives a glimpse of the weapons,
swings and furniture of the
royal family.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

FOOD
Dig into exquisite flavours and
diverse delicacies

FASCINATING COASTLINE
Explore the breathtaking beauty of Kochi along the coastline

The local cuisine of Kochi is not
just a reflection of state's tradition
but is also a perfect blend of
culinary delights from other cities
and countries of the world. The
delicacies of Kerala are incomplete
without coconut. Every part of the
coconut is used in preparations, be
it coconut kernel, coconut cream or
coconut milk, all of it add flavour
to a dish.
As Kochi is known for its spices, the
residents love to eat spicy food.
Puttu, made of grated coconut
and rice, accompanied by a gravy
prepared from garbanzo beans
called Kadala is preferred for
breakfast. Lunch and dinner usually
includes Sadya that comprises
of boiled rice with a variety of
vegetables like sambar, pachadi,
aviyal and rasam.

DID YOU KNOW

There is another city in
Japan with the same
name—KOCHI. There is a
partnership between Kochi
in India and Kochi in Japan
for cultural exchange.
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CHERAI BEACH
Situated at a distance of 30km from the city, this picturesque beach is a blend of sea and the
backwaters. The enchanting beach has a cover of lush green groves and is dotted with seashells
in a variety of hues and shapes. Tourists can swim or enjoy a sunbath while adventure enthusiasts
can enjoy various water sports activities like water scooters, speed boats, snorkelling or a canoe
ride. The north-end of the beach is a must-visit as the backwaters are very close to the ocean and
separated only by a sandy stretch of land. Cherai beach is well-known for its kite flying activity.

VASCO DA GAMA SQUARE
Amidst the commercial
capital of Kerala lies
the Vasco da Gama
Square dotted with huge
cantilevered fishing nets. The
Chinese fishing nets set up
on teak and bamboo poles
were brought by one of the
first visitors to the Malabar
Coast, the traders from the
court of Chinese emperor
Kublai Khan. The tourists
can spend a relaxed evening
watching fishermen at the
narrow promenade along the
beach. Seafood delicacies
and tender coconut can be
enjoyed at the numerous
stalls here.

FORT KOCHI BEACH
Situated along the western coast, the beautiful beach is often
referred to as the 'Queen of the Arabian Sea'. The European
architecture of the historic fort is a major attraction of the
beach. This white sand beach hosts the annual Kochi Festival.
The Chinese nets or Cheenavala cover the complete stretch of
the seashore along the Vypeen (group of islands) and Fort Kochi.

Not just a truck driver.

While truck drivers are
slowly vanishing from
Indian roads, there is a
new army of Rivigo pilots
coming into force.
With our global-first driver
relay model, our pilots return to
their families everyday and
live a life of love,
dignity and respect.
This unique operating model
and our obsessive technology
focus,enable us to deliver
shipments in 50-70% lower
transit times with 95%+
reliability helping clients
reimagine their supply chain.

TRAVEL SPECIAL

MCLEOD
GANJ
A TRUE CULTURAL EXPERIENCE
The quaint town of McLeod Ganj means different things to different people.
For some, it is a brand new hill station to explore after the oft conquered
Shimla and Mussoorie. For the more knowledgeable ones, it is a piece of Tibet
and its rich culture in the truest sense
Words : Runa Mukherjee Parikh

M

cLeod Ganj is a world
within a world — a
communion of people
and
ethnicities,
cuisines and cultures,
the town is a wonderland of sorts
– it is, after all, home to the world
famous spiritual leader of the Tibetan
people, His Highness the Dalai Lama.
Nestled in the Kangra district, McLeod

Ganj is the star suburb of Himachal
Pradesh, a few kilometres above
Dharamsala. Still unusual for a holiday
destination, it has all the makings to
become one's favourite place, where you
keep coming back.
LITTLE TIBET IN INDIA
Among the things that make McLeod
Ganj a great place are the monasteries
which hold a special significance in

TRAVEL SPECIAL

THINGS TO DO

BIR BILLING
Less than 70 km from Mcleod Ganj
is the quaint towns of Bir and Billing
that offer the exquisite experience
of paragliding. For adventure
enthusiasts, this place is a haven. It
takes less than two-and-a-half-hours
to reach the take-off point in Billing
and one can enjoy the paragliding trip
for around 20 minutes.

India’s contribution to Buddhism and the
Tibetan culture. Tsug la Khang, the Dalai
Lama’s temple, is the most important
one among all. It houses the Namgyal
Monastery, located at a short walk
down the hill from the main square. In
the largest shrine resides a huge gilded
statue of Lord Buddha. According to
records, this statue and a few others had
been brought from Tibet at great peril.
Washed in glorious yellow hues as the
sun sets each day, the monastery has
numerous prayer wheels and services
that are held daily and attended by
monks, nuns and laymen. Adjacent to
the monastery is a museum that covers
Tibetan history in great detail.
MONASTERIES GALORE
The Norbulingka Institute, situated a
little way down in Dharamsala is as
picturesque as it gets. Sprawling over a
large area, the monastery is draped in
trees, shrubs and has a water body full

ST. JOHN CHURCH
The Gothic stone building of the
Church was constructed in 1852.
The site also has a memorial of
the British Viceroy Lord Elgin and
an old graveyard. The Church has
glass windows with a fine mosaic of
patterns and were gifted by
Lady Elgin.

CAMPING
The beautiful contours and the
hilly terrain make for an incredible
camping experience in and around
Dharamsala. The clear skies and
the fresh air enrich the camping
experience and make it more
enjoyable. A lot of shops provide
camping equipment in Dharamsala or
you can opt to carry your own.
34 | Vistara | June 2017

of fish, and a connecting bridge to
go to the main temple. Norbulingka
has some of the finest artefacts and
books in its doll museum and upper
floor heritage rooms that make for a
leisurely hour of reading and knowing.
The monastery complex has its own
café and a restaurant, serving some
of the most exotic Tibetan delicacies
that remind one of home away
from home.
The Gyuto Monastery in Dharamsala
is yet another fine place of Buddhist
worship that specialises in Tantric
meditation. One gets to see monks
of all ages walk around the complex,
submerged in their daily activities
like studying, creating sand mandalas
and preparing for important days in
the Gyuto calendar.
ADVENTURE LOVERS
For those interested in physical
activities, there is plenty of reason

Unlike the other hill stations of India, McLeod Ganj
has a unique life of its own, owing to rich culture the
Tibetan people add to it

TRAVEL SPECIAL

“When you talk, you
are only repeating
what you already
know; but when you
listen, you may learn
something new”
– His Holiness The Dalai Lama

to rejoice. McLeod Ganj gives way to
Dharamkot at a higher altitude and the
more adventurous ones can be seen
treading these steep slopes. Here, the
wind gets chillier and the locales are
even more heavenly with tall pine and
Rhododendron trees all around.
Dharamkot is the ideal starting point
for the trek to Triund, a 9,000 ft ridge
behind the Dhauladhar range. Triund
is a flat piece of green land sitting
pretty between the mountains and is
an easily doable 9km trek, even for the
unseasoned trekker. This trek makes for
a divine experience away from a packed

busy life. Once up there, the sights are so
beautiful that you may decide to spend a
night under the stars, along with several
cups of hot ginger-lemon tea and slurpy
noodles. Taking photographs of the
mountains all around, snow-capped
if you are lucky, will make for great
memories.
The cricket stadium at Dharamsala
has the backdrop of great mountains
and sports aficionados should visit
this place. Namgyalma Stupa, St. John
in the Wilderness Church and the tea
plantations are some of the other
beautiful places one can spend leisurely
time at.
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC
McLeod Ganj is perfect for those looking
at interesting shopping options. It boasts
of an entire road bustling with tiny to big
shops full of clothes and knick knacks.
Cotton trousers, skirts, peasant tops and
headbands with embroidery typical to
the Himachali region are sold in almost
every other shop. Women artisans sit on
the pavement knitting sweaters, mufflers
and on a good day, you can get them
to make one in your favourite coloured
yarn. From the now very popular prayer

36 | Vistara | June 2017

flags to the irregular sized canvasses
illustrated with the gods of Tibetan
mythology, lucky coins, incense sticks,
books and posters on the life and sayings
of the Dalai Lama, these shops allow you
to carry your own tiny world of Tibet back
home to reminisce.
PALATABLE DELICACIES
However, it is the food of McLeod Ganj
that is truly the hero with travellers
revisiting the place only for the delectable
fare available across the town. Most of
the eateries are family-owned, small
enterprises that serve food with a big
heart. Jimmy’s Kitchen is one of the
places that has achieved cult status but
there are several others like Carpe Diem,
Norling, Lobsang’s Four Seasons Café
and Moonpeak Espresso that turn out
some mean bowls of Thukpa and Tibetan
delights.
A SOULFUL EXPERIENCE
Unlike the other hill stations of India,
McLeod Ganj has a unique life of its
own, owing to rich culture the Tibetan
people add to it. McLeod Ganj is a must
for the traveller who wants to breathe a
different kind of air. Chances are, he will
visit again.

Chandigarh University has become the 1st ever University to create a
National Record for Highest Number of Companies
for Campus Placements in one academic year.

We could not have done it without You!
Chandigarh University extends heartiest thanks to all
Corporates, Students and Faculty who made it happen.
CAMPUS: NH 95, Chandigarh-Ludhiana Highway, Mohali, Punjab - 9915999224

OFF-SHORE FRANCE

A FRENCH

RENDEZVOUS
While the French Riviera is known for its glitz and glamour, the
coastal strip is also a hotbed of food, local culture, art and
architecture. A look at our favourite spots in the Cote d’Azur
Words : Riaan Jacob George

W

hile planning a trip to
the South of France,
you're imagining one
of two things: the
turquoise
waters
along the French Riviera or the lavender
fields of Provence. That said, there’s
much more to the southern part of the
country for visitors to explore than just
its beauty. The region offers a rich variety
of spots to explore, from chic resorts
and sleepy old villages to astonishing
historical monuments dating back to
Roman times.
You should ideally start your trip from
Nice as most of the Riviera is easily

accessible from there such as the glitzy
town of Monaco, the laid-back county
of Aix-en-Provence, and the glamorous
town of Cannes. There are connecting
flights available to Nice from Delhi,
Bombay and Bengaluru.
If you're visiting several destinations in
the south of France, ideally you should
get an international licence from India
and drive around these paradisiacal
provinces. You could chose to rent-acar from Europcar, AVIS, Budget, among
others. However, if you want to enjoy the
dazzling spectacles of the country side
without the exertion of driving, then
take the train instead. There are regular

?

DID YOU KNOW
Cote d'Azur is a term made-up
by a French writer in the

1880s

to describe the coastline in
between the Italian border and the
naval town of Toulon. But in reality,
when we all think of the South of
France, then the Cote d'Azur or
French Riviera is the phrase which
immediately springs to mind.

OFF-SHORE FRANCE

A panoramic view of the Avignon old bridge in Provence, France

trains of Rail Europe available from Nice to
nearby towns like Monaco, Cannes, Grasse,
Aix-en Provence and even to Toulouse.

BORDEAUX WINE TRAILS
If you are a wine lover or an aspiring
sommelier, don't miss visiting
Bordeaux, better known as 'the land
of vineyards'. Amongst the 60 A.O.C.
throughout Bordeaux vineyards, the
Médoc is the area that concentrate
the highest proportion of prestigious
châteaux. When driving along the
‘châteaux route’, the D2, you will pass
by some of the world famous names
such as Margaux, Saint-Julien, Pauillac
and Saint-Estèphe. This piece of land
has been known, for a long time,
to make some of the best wines in
Bordeaux.
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NICE
From the majestic Promenade des Anglais
to the old fortress overlooking the city,
right down to the ancient lanes of Old Nice,
the city is a visual delight. In fact, if you
wish to experience the Riviera’s signature
flamboyance and vibrant culture of baroque
architecture, art and food, you should
ideally choose to stay in one of the hotels
in Old Nice. Definitely spend an afternoon
strolling around the labyrinthine lanes of
Old Nice, where shops selling packets of
local lavender and olive oil bottles, stand
alongside souvenir stalls.
Be sure to try some local Nice favourites like
the ubiquitous Nicoise salad, the pan bagnat
(a hamburger-style sandwich with tuna and
egg) and the Nice-version of pizza called
pissaladiere. While a walk down the iconic
Promenade des Anglais (beach) is a mustdo, sunset cocktails are best enjoyed at the
luxurious bar of the historic Negresco hotel or
on the panoramic hilltop Colline du Chateau
overlooking the bay of Nice.

Insider's Tip
If you have a day to spare, head to Monaco,
the playground of the rich and famous.
Located between dramatic cliffs and the azure
Mediterranean sea and Nice, it makes for a great
day-trip. If you're not driving, Monaco is just
an hour's bus-ride away from the Nice. Once
in Monaco, indulge in unabashed hedonism by
chartering a private yacht at the Monte Carlo bay
for a day out at sea, or rent out a Ferrari to chart
the course of the famous Monte Carlo Grand Prix.
Also, definitely try the fine dining experience at
the Alain Ducasse’s super luxe Louis XV.
CANNES
From the old world charm of Nice, head to
the glitz and glamour of Cannes – the city
of the world renowned film festival. Much
like Monaco, Cannes too is an hour's drive
from Nice. There are several chic hotels in the
downtown area but ideally, you should stay at
a place near the sea, like the 3.14, located just
off La Croisette or Hotel Du Cap Eden Roc in
Boulevard JFK, for that scintillating view.
The best way to explore Cannes is to start at
the iconic Palais des Festival steps for touristy
photo ops. Known to be one of the world’s most
luxurious and expensive beach towns, Cannes

Map not to scale
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Grasse
Monaco

Nice
Cannes
Toulouse

Aix En Provence
Above: A view of downtown Grasse; Left Bottom: A Bronze statue of the perfume seller at the city
center of Grasse

boasts an impressive shopping district
with every conceivable luxury brand
housed in quaint heritage buildings. Be
that as it may, all the action in Cannes
takes place along its picturesque
Promenade de la Croisette. The place
comes alive every evening with chic
restaurants, trendy bars and street
performers. Eat like an A-lister at La
Palme d’Or, a two-starred restaurant at
the Grand Hyatt Cannes Hotel Martinez.
Insider's Tip
Don’t forget to do a day-long excursion
to the Lerins Island, just off the coast
of Cannes, accessible by regular ferries.
Once on the island, don’t forget to visit
the eerie Fort Saint Marguerite where
you can visit the cell once occupied by
the historic figure of French culture ‘The
Man in the Iron Mask’, whose identity
was never disclosed.
GRASSE
From Cannes, you can take a bus
to Grasse that goes through the
picturesque countryside. Stay in the west
of Grasse in Cabris, a sleepy mountain
village once frequented by Sartre and

Camus, the 20th century philosophers.
The remarkable views of the countryside
and shimmering sea are reasons enough
to visit this place.
A tiny little Provencal village of Grasse,
tucked away in the Maritime Alps,
is known as the cradle of the best
perfumers in the world. The likes of Dior,
Givenchy, Saint Laurent and Chanel have
created legendary fragrances here. There
are over 30 active perfumeries that
continue to exist. As you walk through
the boutiques and laboratories, you will
be lavished with age-old anecdotes of
the world’s top fashion designers, who
came here for olfactory inspiration. It
is said that Coco Chanel came here to
create her iconic ‘Chanel No. 5’.
Insider's Tip
Some of the remarkable houses that
you can visit in Grasse are Fragonard,
Galimard and Molinard to understand
the process of perfume-making. There
are private workshops organised for
people to create their very own bespoke
perfume, over glasses of champagne.
One can learn about top notes and base

Above: The
quintessential
cafe at an
alley in Aixen-Provence;
Right: A
scenic view
of a street
in Monaco
Village

notes of this process with the help of a
gamut of essential oils.
AIX-EN-PROVENCE
Take an early morning train to Aix-enProvence from the train station in Grasse
to make sure that you don't loose a
day travelling instead of exploring the
manicured avenues and chic shopfronts.
Being a quaint town, Airbnb is a popular
option which is very well entrenched in
Aix. There are some amazing home-stays
and B&B options available for tourists.
This historic city centre is off-limits to
cars and this makes it a pedestrian’s
paradise. During your strolls through
the city, be sure to buy a bag full of Aix’s
traditional sweets - the Calissons d’Aix,
petal-shaped cookies with icing.
Insider’s Tip
A great way to immerse yourself in
local culture is to visit the local farmers’
market that takes place at the Richelme
Square every morning. Bask in the culture
of ‘provenance’ as you stock up on locally
produced olive oil, marinated olives,
lavender, garlic and goat cheese.
TOULOUSE
About 400km west from the glitz
and glamour of French Riviera is the
town of Toulouse. It is best to fly to
this final destination. Ochre rooftops,
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The city centre of Aix-en Provence is off-limits
to cars and is a pedestrian’s paradise
blushing brick churches and old-school
architecture in varying hues of pink
have earned Toulouse the nickname ‘La
Ville Rose’ (the pink city). It is nestled
between a bend in the Garonne river and
the mighty Canal du Midi – invigorated
by its waterways. You should also
schedule your return flight to India from
this city.
Insider's Tip
If you are an aircraft-enthusiast, there
is a guided tour of Toulouse's massive
JL Lagardère Airbus factory near the
airport in Blagnac, 10km northwest
of the city centre. The main factory
tour includes a visit to the A320neo
production line; there's also a longer
'Panoramic Tour', which takes you to the
other sections of the 700-hectare site
via bus. One must ensure that the tour

is booked in advance either online or by
phone, and non-EU visitors must book
at least two days ahead. Do remember
to carry your passport or photo ID with
you when you go for the tour. Also,
for security reasons, cameras aren't
allowed inside the premises.
It is an experience like no other to
explore how the wealth of history
has shaped and enriched the South of
France, from the rolling mountaintops
of Pyrenees to the canals of
Languedoc, and the lavender fields of
Provence. The best time to go on this
trip is between the months of May and
September. Immerse yourself in the
scenery and indulge in the flavours
of different cities of this region, to
completely understand the much
talked about French culture.

AVIATION QUIZ
2. What is the full form of NEO?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

TRAVEL ENROUTE

THE LAND BENEATH MY WINGS

KOLKATA TO
PORT BLAIR

SUNDARBANS
This Tropical delta is the largest single
block of tidal halophytic mangrove
forest in the world. As you perforate
into the forest, the serene environment
unfolds its enigmatic beauty. These
dense evergreen delta-forests are
home to the majestic and fiery Royal
Bengal tigers. The Sundarbans Tiger
reserve is known to have the largest
number of tigers in the world.

Captain Sumanta Das, a pilot with Vistara, writes about
his journey from the 'city of joy' to the 'land of wonder' –
Andaman Islands as he soars over the breathtaking visual
delights of the former British capital, a UNESCO heritage
site and the unending Bay of Bengal

W

alking briskly on
the tarmac with
my flight bag in
hand, I devour
the sight of the
massive 70 ton metal bird - the Airbus
A320 which has reduced the distance
not just between places, but also hearts.
It is an overwhelming feeling of joy to
see my guests boarding the flight and
being greeted by our flight attendants as
I prepare to take them on a journey like
no other.
Our destination today is one of the most
exotic places on earth, Port Blair, capital
city of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. We
are all set to depart from Kolkata's Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose International
Airport. All the preflight checks are done
and we are ready for take off at 10:15am.
As the air traffic control (ATC) at the
airport gives us final clearance ("Vistara
747 - clear for take off - Runway 19L –
Wind 200 - 12 knots") and my passengers
all buckled up, we move towards the
runway for a smooth ascent. The weather
is clear and the sun gleams in the cockpit.
As we climb to the cruising altitude, I
see below me significant monuments of
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history and the pride of Kolkata city – the
Victoria Memorial, Howrah Bridge, Eden
Garden stadium and other landmarks of
the first capital city of British India. The
Bhagirathi River below appears like a big
serpent flowing through the concrete
jungle to be gradually replaced by vast
green rice fields of south Bengal.
Around 20,000ft and approximately 15
minutes after departure, we are over
the Sundarbans! A wonder of nature, it

KOLKATA

Other than its rich culture
and heritage, Kolkata is
a book lover’s paradise.
After the Frankfurt Book
Fair and the London Book
Fair, the Kolkata Book fair
is recognised as the world’s
third largest conglomeration
of books! Besides, it is oneof-a-kind and Asia’s largest
book fair with a footfall of 2.5
million in 2016.

BAY OF BENGAL
The Bay of Bengal was formed
approximately 10 million years
ago by the northward movement
of the tectonic plate carrying
the Indian subcontinent towards
Asia. It is home to some of the
most endangered species in the
world such as the Olive Ridley
Turtles, Yellow Fin Tuna, Bryde’s
Whale, Humpback Dolphin and
many other species.

is the largest single block of tidal
halophytic mangrove forest in
the world. The Sundarbans cover
approximately
10,000
sqkm,
most of which is in Bangladesh
with the remainder in India. It is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, the
biggest delta islands of the world
and home to the famous Royal
Bengal Tiger.
At 35 minutes into the flight, we
have settled at our cruise altitude
of 35,000ft above mean sea level,
leaving behind the mainland of
India. The scene outside is the
monochromic world of colour,
with the Bay of Bengal beneath
us. Infinite expanse of vast blue
water meeting the blue sky will
momentarily hypnotise any living
being on earth. It is truly a slice
of heaven!
The Bay of Bengal, roughly
triangular,
is
bordered
by
Bangladesh to the North, Myanmar

PORT BLAIR

to the East, Sri Lanka and India
to the West. It occupies an area
of 21,72,000sqkm. A number of
large rivers flow into the massive
water body such as the Ganges,
the Brahmaputra and three major
rivers of Bangladesh - the Padma,
the Jamuna and Meghna. Certain
rivers from the south of India such
as the Irrawady River, Godavari,
Mahanadi, Krishna and Kaveri
also flow into the Bay of Bengal.
Among the important ports are
Chittagong,
Colombo,
Payra,
Chennai, Kolkata and Mongla.

tip of Andaman island appears
on our left in a mysterious yet
welcoming manner followed by
West Island, Paget Island, North
Reef Island and Interview Island to
name a few among more than 500
islands famous for their white sand
beaches, palm lined trees, tropical
rainforest and coral reefs.

At 11:25am, we are over Vatla, an
imaginary point in the sky which
marks the boundary of Kolkata and
Chennai airspace, and a sharp turn to
left sets the final leg of our journey,
the cockpit suddenly becomes busy
and pre-arrival activity starts.

Before the final turn to Runway
04, on our right is the North
Sentinel island, a place where
the Sentinelese live which is
a tribe isolated from rest of
the world.

At 12pm, we get our first glimpse
of land after endless water – Port
Blair. Landfall, the northernmost

Infinite expanse of vast blue water
meeting the blue sky will momentarily
hypnotise any living being on earth. It is
truly a slice of heaven

The capital town got its
name from Lieutenant
Archibald Blair of
the British East India
Company. The town
boasts a tropical
monsoon climate that
sees little variation in
temperature. It gets
rainfall throughout
the year, except for the
months of January,
February and March.

As we approach the ground, we are
mesmerised with the different and
astonishingly diverse archipelago
of the Andaman Islands that is far
removed from the excesses.

With the final thud, we are able
to accomplish a firm and safe
touchdown on one of the most
critical unidirectional runways in
India at the Vir Savarkar Airport
in Port Blair that is controlled and
managed by the Indian Navy.
Welcome to the Land of Wonder The Andamans. Thank you for flying
Vistara, I hope you enjoyed the
pleasant flight as much as I enjoyed
captaining it. Spread your wings and
live your dreams.

Captain Sumanta
Das, a pilot with
Vistara, has 16 years
of flying experience.
He is an avid animal
lover and prefers to
spend most of his
leisure time with his
three pet dogs. He
also likes adventure
motorsports.
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TECH-KNOW INNOVATION

GET YOUR OWN

JARVIS

Not just answer your questions or follow your command, the next
generation artificial technology will be able to use its own intelligence
to run your home according to your preferences
Words : Adish Jain

O
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ne
of
the
coolest
superheroes on the big
screen today is Tony Stark
also known by his alias,
Iron Man. Other than his
charming demeanour and witty remarks,
it is his interaction with Jarvis, the voice
controlled Artificial Intelligence (AI) that
has made his character globally popular
and made you want an AI of your own.
You must have already interacted with
voice controlled AIs, better known to you
as Siri or Cortana or Google Assistant.

been predominantly relevant to industrial
automation. Originally, the broad idea of AI
emphasised the creation of machines that
were good at performing repetitive tasks
and could be programmed to analyse data,
react and learn from previous experiences. In
simpler terms, AI was making machines do
things that require intelligence and aptitude.
But from being good at handling repetitive
tasks, it has evolved to manage complex
algorithm that permits decision-making
capabilities to your smart devices by remotely
connecting through cloud computing.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been
around for many decades, but it has

EXISTING TECHNOLOGY
Our interaction with AI today is mostly
voice based – from Siri or Cortana in the

TECH-KNOW INNOVATION

3M SCREEN GUARD

In 1996, the computer of IBM,
Deep Blue, beat the famous chess
champion Garry Kasparov.

British mathematician,
Alan Turing, is one of the
founding fathers on theory
and development of Artificial
Intelligence. In the 1950s, he
invented the Turing Test to prove
if a machine exhibits artificial
Intelligence or not. The test calls
for a human evaluator to judge
a natural language conversation
with a machine.

Autonomous vehicles are starting
to become a mainstream topic in
the news these days. This future of
transportation relies on artificial
intelligence to recognise and adapt
to driving conditions and behaviour.
That nap on the way home from
work is closer than you think!

mobile devices, to Amazon Alexa and Google
Assistant embedded in the smart-home
Bluetooth speakers such as Amazon Echo
and Google Home. Such AI operated devices
can connect to cloud-based voice assistant
software to provide news, weather report,
control lights and thermostat, create and edit
shopping lists, and do much more at the beck
and call. But voice-operated technology has
its limitations like recognising your accent,
pronunciation, even the depth of your voice.
To trounce this, Google is empowering its
‘Assistant’ to distinguish between different
voices (presently available only in Google
Home) to offer a more personalised experience.
Google's CEO, Sundar Pichai, at the recent
developer conference affirmed, “We are now
witnessing a new shift in computing: the move
from a mobile-first to an AI-first world. And as
before, it is forcing us to reimagine our products
for a world that allows a more natural, seamless
way of interacting with technology.”
VISUAL ENHANCEMENT
Google is steadfast in its goal to offer its AI a set
of eyes, through its ‘image search’ program. The
recently announced Google Lens can use your
smartphone’s camera to see and understand
what you are looking at and help you in taking
action. For instance, Google Assistant will be
able to automatically connect your phone to
the WiFi network when the phone’s camera is
pointed at a WiFi router's password and name
label using Google Lens.

But Google is not only one as all the technology
giants are focusing on integrating AI in systems
that can do something even more complex.
Harry Shum - Executive Vice President,
Microsoft AI and Research Group wrote in his
recent blog post, “A few years ago, it was hard
to think of a commonly used technology tool
that used AI. In a few years, it will be hard to
imagine any technology that doesn’t tap into
the power of AI.” Microsoft is infusing AI into
every product and service they offer, from Xbox
to Windows, from Bing to Office.
JOINING THE BANDWAGON
Automobile industry too is harnessing this
potential to turn AI into something that
might change the world. Self-driving cars are
arguably the greatest technological promise
of the 21st century. From global automobile
manufacturers like Toyota, Ford, Volvo to
transportation network companies like Tesla,
Waymo and Uber working on perfecting the
self-driven car technology. While Google has
already clocked over 2 million miles on city
streets, Tesla Motors has demonstrated its
self-driving cars’ manoeuvring and navigating
capabilities, all using AI.
From being a full time butler serving you and
obeying your every command, today AI can serve
you as a driver, a health and wellness advisor, and
even a companion. Soon AI would become part
of you by way of implants that will be capable of
monitoring your body stats and can make you a
more efficient being.

State-of-the-art
Infrastructure and
Centrally AC Campus

Jalandhar (Pb.)

Industry Supported
Curriculum and
Well Equipped Labs

Research - Rich
Libraries and Central
Knowledge Centre

Global Learning
Experience

Ultra- Modern
Residential and
Recreational Facilities

RECOGNISED BY UGC

Programmes Offered
Leadinrgy Driven
• Agriculture
Indust
University •• Architecture
Biotechnology

TIE-UPS of CT Group`s 20 Years Legacy
Industrial Partners

Academics Partners
USJP (Sri Lanka)

ESC ROUEN (France)

LAMK (Finland)

NIT (Hamirpur)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer Application
Economics & Commerce
Education
Engineering
Fashion Design
Hospitality & Tourism Mgt.
Journalism & Mass Comm.
Languages
Management Studies
Natural Sciences
Paramedical Sciences
Performing & Fine Arts
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Physical Education
Social Sciences
Yoga and Sports Sciences

Integrated & Dual Degree Programmes leading to
Post Graduate Degree are also available.
M.Phil & Ph.D are available in all disciplines.

NIT ( Jalandhar)

IIT (Bombay)

LUDHIANA CAMPUS

CT University - Ferozepur Road, Ludhiana •Contact : +91 98140-78621 | +91 99145-11016

Free : 1800 1377 777
} Toll
admissions@ctuniversity.in•www.ctuniversity.in

CT INSTITUTIONS : JALANDHAR CAMPUSES
SHAHPUR CAMPUS - UE-II to Pratappura Road, Shahpur Jalandhar • Contact : +91 99145-04904
MAQSUDAN CAMPUS - Greater Kailash, G.T. Road, Maqsudan, Jalandhar • Contact : +91 98146-46225

Toll Free : 1800 1372 227
} admissions@ctgroup.in•www.ctgroup.in

Promotion

TRAVEL TRAILS

ON AN IDYLLIC

FARM-STAY

VACATION
Live in an old-style bungalow, have a cup of tea sitting
amidst nature, go fruit picking or generally wander in
the wilderness of orchards and gardens. These are some
of the perks of vacationing at a farm/plantation
Words : Madhulika Dash

E

ver looked at your filter
coffee and wondered where
could have the beans come
from? Picked a new spice
mix from the supermarket
aisle and got curious about its origin?
Or, looked at a fruit and wondered
where it was grown and how?
If these are some of the things that
have made you curious lately, then
a plantation visit should be your
vacation. Plantations over the years
have been developed into these little
islands that are rife not only with
the fruit but also with folklores and
romance. The tea garden bungalows

of Happy Valley, Darjeeling and the
Wilson Cottage in Himachal are only
couple of examples of the many
thousands of plantation destinations
in this country.
Over the years, these plantations have
upped their game, both for better
gains and towards making it a holiday
destination for nature lovers. When
it comes to living a royal life, nothing
beats a holiday on a plantation.
After all, where else would you find the
perfect marriage of natural beauty and
bounty with a treasure chest of great
stories - but on a plantation.

TRAVEL TRAILS

?

DID YOU KNOW
'Sun Coffee', a
standalone coffee
plantation, has better
production value at
approximately 1.5
tonnes per acre as
compared to 'Shade
Coffee', which is grown
under the shade of other
spice trees like pepper,
vanilla, cardamom, etc.,
with a production value
of approximately 0.75 to
1 tonne per acre.

THE COFFEE LANE
COORG AND MYSORE
Think coffee and it's natural to think
of Coorg and Mysore. After all, it was
in Mysore back in 1840, when coffee
plantation first began, which was later
developed by the British who enjoyed
the strong, fruity brew that came from
these gardens, especially Monsoon
Malabar. History has it that coffee was
created while transporting beans from
India to Europe. It is said that the coffee
stayed for six months in the monsoon
and swelled, resulting in a taste change.
The European ports that were lacking
brews with such deep strong notes
lapped the new version. And since then,
Monsoon Malabar along with Mysore
Nuggets have been India’s best brew
exports to the world.
VEER ATTIK AN ESTATE,
SANGAMESHWAR
The two men that the Attikan Coffee
Estate owes its popularity to are

Randolph Hayton Morris, whose
fascination with Biligirirangan Hills in
1880 led to the first coffee plantation
in the elephant infested forest; and
the notorious brigand Veerappan, who
turned the spot light on the plantation
by using it as a base. In fact, the little
known fact about this coffee belt is
that it was here that coffee experts
discovered a different style of growing
– in shade frequently intercropped
with spices, which according to the
founders of Baba Beans (a Delhibased artisanal coffee agency), gives
the coffee its distinct aroma. The two
spices that you would also find around
coffee in this area are cardamom and
pepper or clove. While one lends the
shade, the other the aroma and fruity
notes to these Mysore nuggets. This is
also the reason that the coffee from
this region is robust in nature and has
won quite a few awards including the
Best Arabica.

To me, the smell of fresh-made coffee is
one of the greatest inventions.
– Hugh Jackman, Hollywood actor
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DARINGBADI HILLS, ODISHA
Talk about the new age coffee
plantation, and one name that shines
is the beautiful little hill station of
Odisha called Daringbadi. Surrounded
by thick pine jungles and wild
animals, Daringbadi, at 915-metre
altitude above the sea level, is
known not only for its Kashmir-like
view throughout the year (it snows
in winter!) but also its coffee that
grows next to cardamom, turmeric
and black pepper. The coffee here has
similar characteristic of the Monsoon
Malabar but with a more pine-kind of
aroma, say experts.
Head towards the sleepy tribal
hamlets such as Sundhiput and
Nuaput in search of a different tasting
coffee called the Koraput Coffee. An
initiative by botanist-turned-farmer,
Pradeep Kumar Mohanty, the foothills
of Deomali range in the Eastern Ghats
has turned into a bean producing
valley, churning up to 45 tonnes
annually. Organic and hand crafted,
it is the perfect place to savour the
woody brew grown alongside silver
oaks and albizia trees. Inhabited by
Kutia Kondhs, one of the oldest tribes
of the region, it is also known for its
ethnic drink made of Salap.

TRAVEL TRAILS

DID YOU KNOW

QUEEN OF SPICES
Cardamom is called the 'Queen
of spices' due to its rich and
varied content.
To make feni traditionally, the cashew
apples are manually crushed in a
coimbi, a rock on the hill which is
carved or shaped like a basin with an
outlet for the juice.

THE SPICE ROUTE
Cardamom
plantations
in the front
and black
pepper plant
wrapped
trees at the
back

The clove finds a mention in the
Ramayana - as well as in writings
dating back to the Roman Empire in the
1st century AD.

If there was one reason that made India
hold supremacy over the Silk Route and
the sea trade for over two centuries plus,
it was the spice wealth of India, hidden
mostly in and around the forest of South
India. In fact, historians like Pliny the
Elder and others have called the spice
forests of India as the world’s gold mine
that could turn the world bankrupt,
without a dent. While India still holds
the baton of supplying some of the best
peppers, cardamoms, ginger and pearl
onion to the world, over the years there
have been some interesting plantations
that give you more than a chance to play
with these spices.
SAVOI PLANTATION, GOA
The 200-year-old Savoi Plantation, was
built in order to create newer patches

EXQUISITE FLAVOUR
Growing vanilla is a challenge as it
is cultivated mostly with artificial
pollination after which the pods last
only for a day and need to be plucked
immediately.
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that could cater to the ever increasing
demand of spices, fruit and vegetables
on the periphery of the Savoi village,
from which it gets its name too.
Developed on the lines of traditional,
local farming techniques using readily
available stains, this farm land, spread
over 100 acres, works on the principle
of multiple crop and has over a dozen
fruits and spices including cashewnut,
jackfruit, pineapple, chikoo and even
clove and nutmeg. But the spice
garden isn’t the only attraction in the
plantation, which boasts of a pond that
attracts migratory birds in every season
– and with them the bird-watchers as
well. Beetle nut plucking is another one
of the popular activities in the region
along with the traditional style of
making feni.

Historians like Pliny the Elder and others have called
the spice forests of India as the world’s gold mine
that could turn the world bankrupt, without a dent

TRAVEL TRAILS

FLESHY, JUICY, BRIGHT AND
ROBUST
The major cultivation zones of
strawberry in India are Nainital,
Dehradun, Mahabaleshwar,
Bengaluru and Kalimpong. The
fruit is loaded with vitamin C and
iron. Approximately, 20 varieties
of strawberries are grown in India,
with each varying in their ratio
of sweetness and end use. Best
strawberries are fleshy and juicy in
texture; their taste is sugary, tart,
mildly floral and bright yet robust.
They blend well with mint and basil.

THE FRUIT TRAIL
SOHLIYA, SHILLONG, MEGHALAYA
How about visiting a village that grows
strawberries only, not as part of a plantation
but wildly too. Sohliya is the place to head
out to. Located 35km from the capital of
Meghalaya, this sleepy idyllic hamlet was
transformed due to an unlikely horticulture
revolution that hit this tea village in 2004.
Driven by its headman, O Lyngkhoi, the
change began when Lyngkhoi carried a few
samplings of strawberries and planted them
in the backyard. With little time left from teatending, the headman spent time nurturing
his garden that soon bore fruits. Today, the
entire village is into strawberry farming and
in their spare time they try newer methods to
enhance production. Organically farmed, the
Ri Bhoi Strawberries became so popular that
beverage brand Mapro started organising a
Strawberry Festival in February every year.
The iconic Strawberry Bhel here that every
guest visiting the village is treated with, has
been a result of this annual festival.
KIWI PLANTATION, WEST K AMENG,
ARUNACHAL PRADESH
For a long time the best export out of this
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Arunachal Pradesh
produces four main
varieties of kiwi and has
even launched a wine
named Arun Kiwi in 2016
North Eastern state was a variety of orange
called Mandarin. But soon the state will
produce the best kiwis too, courtesy a pilot
project Crop Connect, initiated by Arunachal
Horticulture Department and Pune-based Hill
Crest Foods & Beverages Private Limited. The
state, which is known to produce some of the
best citrus fruit varieties in the country, today
grows not one but four different versions of
kiwi that are at par with any international
imports at one third of the cost. Developed
in the hilly areas of West Kameng and Lower
Subansiri districts, the state produces four
main varieties called Monty, Hayward, Bruno
and Allison, and has even launched a wine
named Arun Kiwi in 2016.

CHINESE GOOSEBERRY TO
MIHOUTAO AND ZESPRI
Kiwi, native to Central China, has
an assortment of other names like
zespri in New Zealand, mihoutao in
Chinese, etc. It was originally called
Chinese gooseberry. India grows
several varieties of kiwi in its cooler
regions like Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Sikkim,
Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh and
the Nilgiri Hills. Many are not aware
that the peel of kiwi fruit is edible!
To remove the fine kiwi hair, gently
rub a cloth in small circular motion
on its skin.
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A

NEO
BEGINNING

The splendid aluminium giant glides
into the Indian airspace, gleaming in
its ivory white glory. A magnificent
arch of water jets out, surrounding the
machine in an awe-inspiring welcome.
The Vistara A320 Neo has arrived!
Words : Jasmine Singh

V

istara’s first of the seven
initially ordered Airbus
A320neo is a clear
reflection of the airline’s
focus on offering an
unparalleled flying experience. Carefully
crafted to incorporate the evolving
choices of today’s discerning travellers,
Vistara’s new aircraft is designed to make
the in-flight experience a sensory delight.
NEO AND HOW
Airbus’ most successful and versatile
aircraft family ever, the A320 gets an
overhaul in the new variant, the A320
neo. Airbus terms the current generation
A320s the ‘ceo’—short for ‘current engine
option’, while the A320neo, with its new
engine, comes with the ‘new engine
option’. The A320neo (new engine option)
is the culmination of several technological
advances delivered by Airbus’.
The A320neos boast the very latest
engines, specialised wingtip devices
(Sharklets) and an innovative new cabin,
and continue to go from strength-tostrength as the most comfortable,
fuel-efficient and environment-friendly
single-aisle aircraft.
Says S.K.Dash, Head of Engineering &
Line Maintenance, Vistara, “The service
industry is all about the experience that a
brand is able to deliver. Especially in today’s
time, when customers’ demands are
evolving every day, delivering a fine flying
experience with attention to detail takes
the centre stage. Our sight, therefore,
since Vistara’s inception has been sharply
focused on delivering the excellence in
customer value, while constantly listening
to them to understand their needs and
then swiftly acting upon those aspects.
This has led us to a continuous quest for
excellence in order to take our customers’
experience to a point where flying feels
like a ‘new feeling’.”

DOWNLOAD THE VISTARA MAGAZINE
APP ON GOOGLEPLAY OR APPSTORE
AND WATCH THIS IMAGE COME TO LIFE

#NotJustAnotherNeo
So far, domestic airlines have had just
three modes of cabin lighting – on, dim
and off. You may have been admiring
the pink hues of dusky skies, gazing
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DID YOU KNOW

Vistara’s new aircraft
is the first

A320neo
in India to have
a three-class
configuration with
Business, Premium
Economy and
Economy cabins.

The global Airbus fleet has
completed more than

110
million

flights over 215 billion
kilometres, carrying 12
billion passengers.

If all the wiring in the Airbus
A380 is laid end-to-end, it
will stretch from Edinburgh
to London which is

320
miles.

During the 2016 Farnborough
Air Show, Airbus won

$35
billion

worth of business for a total
of 279 aircraft.

Above (Left to Right): Sheel Shukla, Senior Sales Director, Airbus; Sanjiv Kapoor, Chief Commercial and Strategy
Officer, Vistara, and Sidharath Lohtia, Product and Service Development Team Lead, Vistara, strike a pose in front of
#NotJustAnotherNeo; Right: CFM International’s advanced LEAP-1A engine powers Vistara's new A320neo

with tranquillity out into the skies,
when suddenly the lights in the cabin
went up by sharp notches, for the food
service to commence. Not anymore, as
Vistara introduces a revolution in Indian
skies with cabin mood lighting in its
new A320neo. It comes in pre-defined
lighting scenarios for different phases of
flight using a carefully selected palette of
colours and dynamic transitions to create
an ambience and overall experience in
the cabin. A wide range of colours, from
Light Purple to Sunset Orange and many
hues in between, change during different
stages of the flight like boarding, takeoff, meal time, landing as well as a sleep
mode for late night flights. Besides, the
airline has also introduced new boarding
and landing music in genres including
Blues, Jazz and carefully curated Soft
Rock instrumentals that complement
the atmospheric mood lighting to appeal
to world travellers and global citizens.
Elaborating on the interior changes,
Gladys Chia, GM, Cabin Services, Vistara,
says, “The Business Class cabin exudes a
luxurious ambience with a fine blend of

our airline brand colours, aubergine and
gold. Features such as wider seat backs,
enhanced literature pockets and softer
leather upholstery promise a premium
experience on board. The rich colour
scheme of aubergine and gold continues
into the exclusive Premium Economy
cabin, with improved seat cushions,
softer seat leather, height adjustable
headrest with wings, filling the cabin
with a sense of style. The Economy
Class in the new aircraft has a calm grey
and rich aubergine colour scheme with
enhanced cushioning for seats crafted in
soft leather and padded head support.”
The aircraft also flaunts the Vistara and
Airbus A320neo logos on its underbelly,
and all of these fine details make
Vistara’s latest addition to its fleet
#NotJustAnotherNeo.
OF POWER AND POISE
Vistara has selected CFM International’s
advanced LEAP-1A engine to power the
new aircraft, for it is the perfect choice
for the airline to implement its goal of
providing safe and reliable services to

THIS EDITION OF THE MAGAZINE INTEGRATES AUGMENTED REALITY AS A VISUAL TREAT FOR READERS.
DOWNLOAD THE VISTARA MAGAZINE APP AND HOVER IT OVER THE COVER, OR THE PHOTOS WITHIN THE
MAGAZINE MARKED WITH < > AND WATCH IT COME TO LIFE.
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DOWNLOAD THE VISTARA MAGAZINE
APP ON GOOGLEPLAY OR APPSTORE
AND WATCH THIS IMAGE COME TO LIFE

New features such as wider seat backs,
enhanced literature pockets and softer leather
upholstery promise a premium experience
on board

its customers. The LEAP-1A features
some of the industry’s most advanced
technologies,
with
significant
improvements in fuel consumption
and CO2 emissions over other engines.
It achieves thermal efficiency by
generating much more heat in the
combustion chamber, relying heavily
on material technology to withstand
such temperatures.
The engine incorporates many
industry-firsts, including the 3-D
woven carbon fibre composite fan
blade and case, the one-of-a-kind
debris rejection system, fourthgeneration 3-D aerodynamics, the
revolutionary
combustor
design
featuring fuel nozzles grown using
additive manufacturing, light-weight
titanium aluminide airfoils, and the
first commercial use of ceramic matrix
composites (CMCs).
There are many other enhancements
that make A320 neo more efficient.
The aircraft offers up to two tonnes
of additional payload, 500 nautical
miles of more range, lower operating
costs, along with a nearly 50 per
cent reduction in engine noise and
NOx emissions 50 per cent below the
current industry standard.
Furthermore, a key contributor to

From top to bottom: The Vistara A320neo after arriving at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi; The Business Class
seats in Vistara's A320neo aircraft render a luxurious ambience
with a wider seat back and softer leather; The Economy Class in the
new aircraft with calm grey and rich aubergine colour scheme with
plush leather for the seats
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the enhanced performance of the
A320neo is the Sharklets, a feature
present in Vistara’s existing fleet of
A320ceos as well. These 2.4-metretall specialised wingtip devices
result in up to four per cent reduced
fuel burn over longer sectors,
corresponding to an annual reduction
in CO2 emissions of around 900
tonnes per aircraft. In addition, the
A320 neo family seamlessly covers
the entire single-aisle segment from
low to high-density domestic to
longer range routes (up to 4,000nm)
which perfectly aligns with Vistara’s
future needs.
The aircraft’s wide cabins offer
unmatched comfort in all classes.
Another interesting feature is the
engine noise, which those of you
with a keen auditory sense would
have noticed, is about half of what
a ceo engine would make during a
flight. To the naked eye, one obvious
difference between the A320neo
and the A320ceo is the diameter
of the engines, which are huge on
the A320neo! The diameter of the
fan in the engines on the neo is
approximately 200cm, a difference
of about 20% as compared to the
ceo. Don’t miss it when you board
your next flight on the Vistara
A320neo!

AVIATION QUIZ
3. Airbus A320neo has reduced carbon emissions by how much?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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FLY

HIGH
NEVER
BEFORE

Igno Wuggetzer, VP, Cabin
Marketing, Airbus, talks to us
about the evolution of aircraft
interiors, and the dazzling
features customers can enjoy
inside Airbus aircraft, a home
away from home.

From the Airbus A300 in the 70s to
the Airbus A320neo, what are the key
advancements in the inflight product
experience in this period?
We have to work much harder on the
inflight experience now than back in the
70s. At that time, flying itself was a luxury
so passengers were quite easy to please.
However, due to the competitive market,
passengers now have more choices and
higher expectations. So, we have worked
on all aspects of the cabin to ensure
comfort and convenience: environmental
control, lighting, seat comfort, stowage,
even the psychological aspects of the
aesthetic design. We have moved from
fluorescent tubes to LED powered lighting
with 6.4 million possible colours. Design
language has moved on from industrial
and technical constraints to the point
where we now win Red Dot design awards.
We also offer a multitude of options
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to ensure passenger entertainment
and convenience — from in-seat power
supplies, to seat-back screens, to wireless
distribution of content to PEDs and many
others. A final example is the overhead
stowage, which has improved a lot over
the years. Back in the 70s, these were
called 'hat racks', because that's what
passengers would keep in it. Today, the
overhead stowage is a critical aspect of
cabin design.
Could you give a quick overview of the
differences in interiors of the types of
passenger aircraft that are part of the
Airbus portfolio?
The factor that seems to have most
effect on cabin configuration is the
flight duration planned for the aircraft.
So as our larger aircraft (A380, A350,
A330) are the ones with the longest
range capability, they also tend to have

more complex multi-class cabins. That’s
because the long-haul routes between
major cities have many different
passenger profiles, and generally more
passengers are willing to pay a premium
for different levels of luxury. But there
are no hard rules; the increased range
capability of A320neo, and the insistence
of airlines like Vistara on providing a high
class experience, mean that many of our
smaller aircraft offer the same comfort
as an A350 or A380.
The interiors of Airbus aircraft have
always been admired and appreciated
by one and all. What feature is most
enjoyed by travellers, and which is
your favourite feature personally?
Airbus aircraft are known for offering
wider seats in economy class, something
which is often not noticed until the
passenger gets on a different aircraft.
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Top: A glimpse at the soothing ambience lighting of the A330neo; Below: A member of SI (Airbus A350) cabin crew offering
snacks and other delicacies to a business class flyer while on the right a couple is seen watching a movie in the same flight.

We are also well known to have quieter cabins,
which can make a big difference to how relaxing a
flight can feel, especially for the longer flights. For
example, the A380 provides a 3-4 dB advantage to
any competitor aircraft, which means only half the
noise. My personal favourite area of development
is cabin lighting, which is now much more versatile
than it was until recently. 'Ambient lighting' using
colour LED technology can be used to simulate
sunset or sunrise, helping overnight flights pass
more smoothly. Even for shorter flights, ambient
lighting is great for the brand, and brings a distinct
calm to the cabin, so I’m delighted that Vistara has
also chosen to use it.
As a leading manufacturer of aircraft, how do
you notice consumer trends and preferences
evolving over the years?
The air travel market is diversifying with new
consumer trends (that we see first on the ground),
not just in emerging markets, but in the more
mature air travel markets as well. As an aircraft

manufacturer, we carefully monitor these
trends and involve airlines and passengers in our
customer-centric approach to anticipate what
is relevant for future aircraft cabins. Flying is an
everyday experience for many people, so everyday
activities like using Wi-Fi are now expected.
Technological and other constraints make this
more challenging in the air than on the ground but
we manage it — to get those products and services
on board fast.
What are the game changing technological
innovations that are on the cards for air
travellers in terms of inflight experience?
The ever evolving technology presents many
opportunities for a more connected and
personalised flight experience. Connectivity is
growing rapidly, but is still relatively small: within
a few years, all aircraft will be connected to the
internet, and on-board Wi-Fi will be used more
extensively by passengers, and by the cabin crew
to provide even more efficient service.

Airbus aircraft
are known for
offering wider
seats in economy
class and quieter
cabins which
can make a big
difference to
how relaxing a
flight can feel.
My personal
favourite area
of development
is cabin lighting,
which is now
much more
versatile than it
was until recently.
'Ambient lighting'
using colour LED
technology can be
used to simulate
sunset or sunrise,
helping overnight
flights pass more
smoothly. Even
for shorter flights,
ambient lighting
brings a distinct
calm to the cabin,
so I’m delighted
that Vistara has
also chosen to
use it.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS SPORTS

BATTLE OF THE WORLD'S

FINEST

Less than 10 days after the excitement of IPL 2017 is over, cricket lovers from
across the globe have a new song to sing to support their team as it prepares to
battle the toughest in the world at the ICC Champions Trophy 2017
Words : Shibaji Roychoudhury

F

or cricket aficionados, the
season is not over yet. The
ICC Champions Trophy 2017
is underway from June 1
and brings the world’s top
eight ODI teams together to clash for
the championship. The matches for the
18-day long tournament will be played

in England and Wales, with the opening
match between England and Bangladesh
at The Oval, London, kicking off the
tournament.
The 15-match tournament will be hosted in
Edgbaston, Birmingham and Sofia Gardens,
Cardiff, with the finals at The Oval.

CURRENT AFFAIRS SPORTS

?

DID YOU KNOW

The winning team will
receive a cash prize of

$2.5

million while the runner-up
team will receive a cash
prize of

$1.25
million

The Indian cricket
team won the last ICC
Champions Trophy in

2013

Alistair
Campbell
of Zimbabwe was
the first to score a
century in the ICC
tournament against
New Zealand in

1998
A total of

7

ICC Champions trophy
editions have been
concluded successfully
over the years since

1998
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New
Zealand's
Brendon
Mccullum
plays a
shot as the
Australian
fielders watch

GROUP STAGES
The Group Stages will see the eight
teams divided into two groups with
the defending champions India sharing
the group with giants such as South
Africa, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. On the
other hand, the cricketing behemoth
from Down Under – Australia shares the
group with England, New Zealand and
Bangladesh.
The Group Stages will be nothing short
of pure enthrallment where only the top
two teams from each group will have an
opportunity to play in the semi-finals.
With no team less than the other, this
tournament surely seems to be a summer
treat for cricket lovers.
GROUP A – DETAILED ANALYSIS
The Australians have not performed
extraordinarily like their usual selves
lately. Their performances so far in 2017
have been questionable in all three
formats of the game. Despite a solid
performance, they lost to India 2-1 in
the Border-Gavaskar test series. Earlier
in February this year, they lost to Sri
Lanka, also 2-1, in the T20 series. Add
to that, they were defeated 2-0 (as the
third match was abandoned due to rain)
in the three ODI matches in the second
leg of the Chappell-Hadlee trophy while
touring New Zealand.

This is the last
Champions Trophy to be
played in the ODI format
Meanwhile, the New Zealand team seems
to be in a better form than its neighbours.
Though it was not able to record a victory
against South Africa, losing both the ODI
series (3-2) and the test series (1-0), it was
able to give the South Africans a run for
their money in most of the matches.
The T20 series saw New Zealand bounce
back against South Africa with a (2-1) win
and they also defeated Bangladesh (5-0)
in the test series in January.
England will have a home ground
advantage for the Champions Trophy.
However, the English were able to pull
off an upset against West Indies earlier
this year in March in a three-match ODI
series. In January, they weren’t able to win
the ODI series against India, losing 2-1,
but the experts hold a bright view for the
team. Most of the matches went down
to the wire and could have easily gone in
England’s favour.
Bangladesh has seen a revival in their

CURRENT AFFAIRS SPORTS

The only ICC tournament that South Africa has
won was the inaugural Champions Trophy in
1998 by defeating West Indies in the final
performance in the last two years,
making a comeback in the champions
trophy after 11 long years. While they
haven’t had a whole lot of success this
year, but defeating England at the ICC
World Cup 2015 and making it to the
knockouts is worth reminiscing, and
ruling out their chances would not be
wise. They saw a winning spree in 2015
and 2016 defeating Pakistan, India and
South Africa in successive ODI series at
home turf.

GROUP A

ICC CHAMPIONS TROPHY 2017

ENGLAND

GROUP B

NEW ZEALAND

INDIA

SRI LANKA
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AUSTRALIA

BANGLADESH

SOUTH AFRICA

PAKISTAN

They have managed to grab the 7th spot
on the ICC world rankings, with a tally
of one point more than Pakistan while
keeping the West Indians at bay in the
tournament. This seems like a perfect
opportunity for the Royal Bengal Tigers
to prove their mettle at a foreign ground.
GROUP B – DETAILED ANALYSIS
India and South Africa hold the high
cards in this tournament, being the
favourites to qualify for the semi-finals
in this group. Both teams have had
a marvellous run in 2017 in all three
formats of the game.
While South Africa defeated New
Zealand at home turf, India stood
steadfast against England and Australia
in both test as well as ODIs.
The IPL season also saw Indian and South
African players perform exceptionally
well, and they are sure to head into the
Champions Trophy with confidence.
The cards stack oddly in favour of the
Pakistani team. While defeating West
Indies in all the three formats helped

them in maintaining their spot high in
the ranking tables, a horrendous defeat
at the hands of Australia (ODI 4-1 and
Test 3-0) cannot be forgotten. If we go
by the sayings of the cricketing pundits, a
weak bowling attack and hollow batting
would make it difficult for them to defeat
the likes of Australia, India, South Africa
and England.
The Sri Lankan team, though ranked
higher in the table, hasn’t quite played
well this year. They lost to South Africa
both in the ODI (5-0) and in the test series
(3-0) earlier this year and to make things
worse, they barely managed to draw all
the three series, test (1-1), ODI (1-1) and
T20 (1-1), against Bangladesh between
March and April this year. Yet, they have
repeatedly proven their mettle and
cannot be counted out easily, considering
they managed to defeat South Africa
in the three-match T20 playoffs (2-1) in
South Africa. Similarly, the Sri Lankans
defeated Australia at the Lankan home
turf in the three-match T20 playoff (2-1)
in February.
EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE
This looks like it could be the most
competitive ICC Champions Trophy
of all time with little to go by to pick
sides among the eight sides. Given the
nature of this sport, on a given day, all
these statistics could go for a toss and
the most unlikely team could upset the
favourites. On account of the sharp
and uncompromising format of the
tournament coupled with the qualitative
similarity of teams, it shouldn't be hard
to envisage that the ICC Champions
Trophy 2017 will be intensely competitive.

FASHION TRENDS

THE MANE POINT
From quiffs to mohawks to long hair, football stars are leaving no stone unturned
to express their quirky sense of fashion. From Cristiano Ronaldo's sexy tramline to
Lionel Messi's faux hawk, these international footballers raise eyebrows with their
skill with the ball and that dashing hairstyle
Words : Shibaji Roychoudhury

'

W

here
there
is
belligerence,
there will always
be vogue'. Sports
personalities
in
India and around the world have always
made headlines for their extreme
game and their constantly changing
dynamisms. From cricketer Virat Kohli
to Portuguese football star Cristiano
Ronaldo, sportsmen today flaunt an
edgy personality and an eccentric fashion
sense, in addition to the magic they wield
on the field. Football players are usually
the first among sportspersons to initiate
a fashion trend. Restricted to wearing a
uniform on the field, footballers tend
to make their style statement with
debonair, outlandish and at times even
bizarre hairdos.
Let's take a look at the best hairstyles
being flaunted by your favourite football
stars last year.
CRISTIANO RONALDO
This Real Madrid star striker's hairstyles
garner as much attention as his skill with
the ball on the field. From his early frosty
spiked hair to his faux hawk with a hard
part, each of his haircut trends among his
millions of fans and followers. These days,
the Portuguese footballer is flaunting

a sexy tramline to the slight undercut.
While copying Ronaldo hairstyle may not
help you with the sport, it can surely give
you the dapper, trendy look of a celebrity.
LIONEL MESSI
The world was taken by surprise when
Argentine football star, Lionel Messi, went
blonde last year. Unlike Ronaldo, Messi has
only been popular for his excellence on
the field as opposed to his fashion sense.
Following the devastating loss in the Copa
America Centenario against Chile, the
Barcelona star mid-fielder went on a long
break, but when he returned, the world of
football was pleasantly surprised to see
this new and rejuvenated side of Messi.
NEYMAR JR
One can't talk about eccentric
hairstyles without mentioning Brazilian
forward Neymar Jr. Considered among
the best strikers in the world, the FC
Barcelona's star is as funky with his
hairstyles as he is skillful with the ball.
The footballer was also named ‘Men's
Fashion Icon’ in Brazil. Not just fans,
but even other football players take
hairstyle inspiration from him. For
example, his teammate from Brazil's
national team and FC Barcelona, Dani
Alves, dyed his hair blonde after being
inspired by Neymar before their match

Clockwise from above: Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi and Neymar with their trendy hairstyles
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HONOURABLE
MENTIONS

GEORGIOS SAMARAS
With long straight hair, unevenly trimmed
and combed back from his forehead,
Samaras looks no less than a Greek God.

ARTURO VIDAL
A lot of footballers sport the mohawk,
but none do it as fierce and extreme as
Chilean mid-fielder Vidal.

35-year-old Kyle Beckerman looks more like a reggae
musician than a football player on the field
Clockwise
from
above: Kyle
Beckerman;
Mario
Balotelli;
Paul Pogba

STEPHAN EL SHAARAWY
His peculiar hairstyle has earned Shaarawy
the nickname 'The Pharaoh' as the look is
similar to the pharaohs of Egypt.

MAROUANE FELLAINI
This Manchester United star mid-fielder
wears an afro hairstyle with panache.
The look is completely 'au naturale' and
does not need any styling.
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against Romania during the FIFA World
Cup in 2014. He keeps on getting more
funky with his striking new hairstyles
and constant experimentation. Here,
Neymar is seen sporting bleached
blonde highlights on a short mohawk.
KYLE BECKERMAN
This American soccer player may not
be as big a name as Messi or Ronaldo
but that hasn't stopped him from
making a name for himself in the world
of fashionable athletes. Captain of the
Real Salt Lake who plays as a holding
mid-fielder, flaunts complex dreadlocks
that leaves you awestruck at first sight.
In fact, the 35-year-old looks more like a
reggae musician than a footballer.

MARIO BALOTELLI
Storming through the defensive line of
the opponent teams, this striker can be
easily spotted on the field because of
his bizarre hairdo whenever he plays for
Olympique Gymnaste Club Nice Côte
d'Azur or for his national team, Italy. His
hairdo delineates the orthodox mohawk
style, which he often experiments with
when it comes to colour.
PAUL POGBA
A mohawk with golden streaks, how often
do you get to see an athlete parade such
a look? This Frenchman came into the
limelight during the 2014 FIFA World Cup
because of his performance on the field
and his unconventional hairstyle. Currently

AVIATION QUIZ
4. Which year did A320neo make its maiden flight?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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Bacary Sagna is often called the
world's best right-back and he is
also popular for flaunting golden
braided plaits for hair
Clockwise from above: Marco Rues, Bacary Sagna, Marcos Rojo and Gareth Bale

playing for Manchester United, Pogba has
become the heart and soul of this English
football club and his unusual hairstyles are
always appreciated by the fans. These days
he has a small top-fade mohawk.
BACARY SAGNA
If you thought that Pogba's golden
mohawk is a bit extreme, wait till you get
a glimpse of his teammate from France,
Bacary Sagna. One of Manchester City FC's
primary defenders who has been called on
several occasions as the world's best rightback, flaunts golden braided plaits for
hair. Offset to his dusky complexion, the
golden braids are swept backward,
plaited in an orderly fashion.
And while this may not seem
appealing to us common folks,
it does make him impossible to
miss on the field.
GARETH BALE
The best thing about long hair is that you
can be really creative and innovative with
it, while also maintaining a composed style
statement and no one displays it better

than the Welsh footballer Gareth Bale.
He sported a hoop band in his initial years
while playing for the Spanish club Real
Madrid FC in 2014, however, in recent
times, no one wears the top knot quite
like this Welshman.
MARCO RUES
Today’s generation style icon, Marco
Reus is known for his flamboyant
hairstyle and nowadays he’s mostly
seen with the side-parting with an
undercut. This German footballer
often modifies his side parting to
either a faux hawk or a quiff, while also
changing its colour between brown and
blonde.
MARCOS ROJO
Argentine footballer, Marcos Rojo who
currently plays for Manchester United
sports a variation of the mohawk that
is combed or styled into a quiff which
certainly suits his persona and goes well
with his attitude and also not to forget,
his tattoos (including the English words
‘Pride’ and ‘Glory’ on each thigh).

PEOPLE PERSONALITY

KEEPING UP WITH

MILIND SOMAN
The suave model-turned-actor dons many hats at once and shows no sign of
stopping, much like Mumbai, the city he calls home. He talks about the bustling
metropolis and what it means to be a true Mumbaikar
Words : Ananya Bahl

M

odel-turned-actor and
fitness enthusiast Milind
Soman made headlines
when he recently ran a
marathon in Jerusalem.
After running for more than a decadeand-a-half, this Indian supermodel at the
age of 50, has become the envy of most
treadmill-straddling men. Excerpts from
an interview.
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What was it like growing up in Mumbai?
I didn't grow up the usual way as most
children in this city. I didn't play with
friends or go for a whole lot of birthday
parties. Instead, from an early age, after
moving back from London to Mumbai,
the only thing I did other than studies
was swim. The swimming pool near my
house in Dadar was both my friend and
my motivation and passion. It continued

DID YOU KNOW

Starter tips from Milind:
If you are starting at the
age of 25+ or 30+ and doing
it as a health project or to
better your lifestyle, then
my advice would be to take
it very, very slow – your
body has to re-adapt to
exercise and musclebuilding takes a long time.
So, be patient with your
body, respect it, take it
very gradually and you will
be doing it for a long time.

Favourite Street Food:
Misal pav and vada pav.

Milind the ‘Mumbaikar’
I’m always rushing! I’m
always busy and that
is your quintessential
Mumbaikar. In Mumbai,
people are always out
there to get things done
and I’ve picked that up! I’ve
been here all my life and
it’s a part of me.

to be the case even after I graduated from
college.
In addition to that, I also had a mini-zoo
at home. My pets included snakes, lizards,
cats, mice, dogs, turtles and so on. These
creatures didn't last as long as my college
days, as my mother made me give them
away when she found out about them.
What motivates you to run barefoot in
the busiest city of India?
Running barefoot isn't a new concept,
neither is it exclusive to me. People run
barefoot on beaches and forests all the
time. But running barefoot in Mumbai is
an unmatched experience like no other.
And I have no specific area where I like to
run barefoot, I run everywhere. I enjoy the
traffic, I love the potholes, I like the fact that
there are dogs, pedestrians and cycles, and
you must avoid all of them! But I don’t see
these as obstacles. It’s like life in general—
not full of obstacles, it’s full of things. You
can take away positive things or you can take
away negative things. It’s your choice.
Of course, I avoid places with too

many tenements, mechanics and car
repair shops because that means the
surrounding areas will be strewn with
all sorts of items that could hurt my
feet. But otherwise running barefoot in
Mumbai is delightful.
Any cafe/restaurant that’s a favourite
for a post-workout snack?
I usually prefer eating at home keeping in
mind that I enjoy a healthy diet but there
are also times when I experiment. The
Sequel Bistro & Juice Bar and Birdsong
Café in Bandra are my current favourites.
I prefer that kind of food: organic, very
simple but still innovative, a mix of tastes
but not overcooked.
In addition to fitness, how does sports
benefit someone’s personality?
Everything I am today is because of
sports. My personality, outlook, the way
I respond to situations and people, it
all comes from that discipline. It is not
much about physical discipline as much
it’s about mental discipline. The clarity
to see something for what it is, to make
choices, to progress all come from sport.

AVIATION QUIZ
5. Name the pilots who flew the first A320neo test flight.
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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It was so inspiring to see your mother
run alongside you. Tell us a little about
the experience.
She ran with me on the second last day
of the Ahmedabad to Mumbai marathon
run and it was inspiring. People think
at the age of 70 life is getting slower
and you’re capable of doing lesser
things. When they see someone like
her—a retired college professor with
no sporting background—do this, it
encourages others to get involved too. It
was an amazing experience.
Which has been your most favourite
run so far?
For me, running is more of an internal
exercise. It’s not so much about the
scenery around me—I’ve seen and
appreciated it but it’s not the most
important thing. I like running in
Mumbai, in the forests, in Coorg, the
Nilgiris among others. Everywhere it’s a
different experience but I think the core
of it is what I explore inside.
Any upcoming runs/marathons?
We do a lot of city-to-city runs in
India and the last one I did was from
Goa to Gokarna (from Kolva beach to
Om beach). We have a ‘last long run’
which we do at the end of the year, on
December 31st. The year before that was
Bengaluru to Mysuru, and the year before
that was Mumbai to Pune. This year, it’s
going to be from somewhere in Punjab to
Dharamsala – that will be interesting! I
also ran from Ahmedabad to Mumbai
last year for the third time and from
Guwahati to Shillong as well. This year, I
am running from Dimapur to Kohima in
September. I am also planning a city-tocity run in New Zealand this year which
will be from Auckland to Wellington.

1

INTERESTING FACTS

Milind Soman won the Ironman
Triathlon 2015 in Zurich, Switzerland.
He won against 2000 competitors from
all over the world and completed the
challenge in 15 hours and 19 minutes.
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2

At a young age, Soman
won the national
swimming championship
title for 4 years in a row,
from 1984 to 1988.

3

On May 20, 2012, he
became a Limca Record
Book record holder for
running 1,500 km in 30
days for Greenathon.

4

Drinking lots of water and
working out is Soman's
mantra for keeping healthy.
He burns 700 to 750 calories
per day.

TAROT

MONTHLY FORECAST
aries

leo

sagittarius

Mar 21 - Apr 19

July 23 - Aug 22

Nov 22 - Dec 21

Be level-headed with your finances. A friend
or associate could be helpful in sharing your
official workload. A long-term relationship
can culminate in wedding for some.
Lucky Number: 5
Lucky Colour: Lavender

This is the right time for investing in a
scheme you have been contemplating for
long. Domestic front will be most peaceful
and family will be accommodating.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Sky Blue

A letter of appreciation for a job well done
will make you feel immensely proud. A
religious ceremony connected with wedding
or otherwise, can get underway.
Lucky Number: 1
Lucky Colour: Magenta

taurus

virgo

capricorn

Apr 20 - May 20

Aug 23 - Sep 22

Dec 22 - Jan 19

Those aspiring for scholarship will have no
difficulty in achieving their objective. Those
unlucky in love should not lose heart, as some
positive indications likely to appear!
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Peach

You will do well on the professional front.
A delayed payment may finally be received.
Those living in single accommodation should
be careful about their security.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Golden

A wise investment done previously
promises rich returns this month. A
comfortable journey is foreseen for those
travelling long distance.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Peach

gemini

libra

aquarius

May 21 - June 20

Sep 23 - Oct 22

Jan 20 - Feb 18

Your competence and outgoing nature is likely
to draw attention of those who matter to you
on the professional front. You are likely to do
some fun activities with your family.
Lucky Number: 1
Lucky Colour: Light Yellow

Those thinking of taking up a franchise must
weigh all the pros and cons carefully. Those
suffering from allergies will need to be extra
careful of what they eat.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: Lavender

Your ability to impress others is likely to
get you the promotion you are eyeing. A
business trip is likely to bag you a good deal.
On personal front, overall a great month!
Lucky Number: 5
Lucky Colour: All Shades of Green

cancer

scorpio

pisces

June 21 - July 22

Oct 23 - Nov 21

Feb 19 - Mar 20

Your burning desire to get ahead is likely to
motivate you to put in some extra efforts.
Tranquility pervades the domestic front and
gives you the chance to let your hair down.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Coffee

Falling in love is a possibility for the lonely
hearts. Consider carefully before presenting an
expensive gift to someone. A regular workout
schedule will help keep you trim and energetic.
Lucky Number: 3
Lucky Colour: Purple

Creative people may be able to profit as
their work sells like hot cake. Some of
you are likely to get a good bargain on
something you had been wanting for long.
Lucky Number: 17
Lucky Colour: Light Grey

MANISHA KOUSHIK, TAROT CARD READER
The specific arrangement of planets and stars at the time of your birth makes you unique. Celebrity tarot card reader, numerologist, vaastu and fengshui
expert Manisha Koushik gives an insight into what the month ahead has in store for each Sun sign. For details visit: www.askmanisha.com

86 | Vistara | June 2017

Promotion

PHOTO FRAMES

R
E
S
O
ENCHA N TING
A
N
C
E
Sounds weave a rich aural
tapestry and give a rhythm to our
lives. It could be a cacophony of
overwhelming noise or the soothing
tune of musical instruments. Let's
explore certain sounds that we
don't get to appreciate often
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JANGLING RHYTHM
Image credit: Robin Kay

There is something enigmatic about
the sound of cymbals, whether
a drummer is playing on it with
a drumstick or a Buddhist monk
clapping a pair while chanting prayers.
The clanking sound of cymbals adds
character to the enchanting prayers
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Image credit: Dinesh Verma

A WARRIOR CALL
There are many unique aspects
about the Phom tribe of Nagaland
but none astonishes you more than
Chekyong. Made out of animal
horns, this instrument has no
mouthpiece or finger holes yet it
emits a sound like that of a war
horn. It is a tradition to blow it
during festivals.

PHOTO FRAMES

The resounding gong of
a temple bell evokes a
state of transcendence.
Synonymous with Hindu
and Buddhist temples
across the world, this
age-old instrument is
rung to produce the long
strains of the sound OM

Image credit: Robin Kay

SPIRITUAL VIBES
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SOUL-STIRRING MELODY

Image credit: Abhayankar

Khamaycha is the most significant
instrument of Manganiyar
community. Played with a bow,
this instrument produces soulstirring music and listeners are
left spellbound.

THE ENCHANTING WHIR

Image credit: Dechen Phun

With the snow clad Himalayas as their
backdrop, two buddhist monks are
playing the Rag Dun Horn, a trumpet
which is believed to recreate the
sound of elephants singing and is
always played during ceremonies.
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EXPERIENCE
Pg 94

Pg 106

Pg 108

Know more
about products
and services
onboard
Vistara

Get an insight
into the
Boarding Pass
Exclusive offers
this month

The fastest
rewarding
Frequent Flyer
Program
is here

VISTARA EXPERIENCE
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Flight Schedule
Origin

Ahmedabad

Amritsar

Bagdogra

Bengaluru

Bhubaneswar

Chandigarh

Delhi
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Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Delhi

0

946

8:45

10:25

Daily

—

Delhi

0

966

20:35

22:10

Daily

—

Bengaluru

1

813

15:10

20:05

Daily

—

Delhi

0

813

15:10

16:25

Daily

—

Delhi

0

788

21:40

22:50

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

736

16:15

18:50

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

1

969

15:10

20:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

969

15:10

17:25

Daily

—

Bagdogra

2

868

6:50

14:25

123456

—

Delhi

0

868

6:50

9:25

123456

—

Delhi

0

797

10:15

13:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

816

12:15

15:10

Daily

From 16th Jun

Delhi

0

818

19:30

22:30

Daily

From 16th Jun
—

Delhi

0

836

20:50

23:30

Daily

Guwahati

1

868

6:50

12:45

123456

—

Guwahati

1

838

10:00

14:30

Daily

Till 15th Jun

Kolkata

0

838

10:00

12:40

Daily

Till 15th Jun

Kolkata

0

898

20:45

23:25

Daily

Till 14th Jun

Delhi

0

786

9:30

11:55

12345

—

Delhi

0

786

10:30

12:45

67

Till 11th Jun

Delhi

0

760

21:35

23:55

Daily

—

Delhi

0

879

15:20

16:20

Daily

—

Hyderabad

1

879

15:20

19:25

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

0

959

6:35

8:10

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

0

969

18:20

20:00

Daily

—

Amritsar

0

994

13:25

14:35

Daily

—

Amritsar

0

787

19:55

21:05

Daily

—
—

Bagdogra

1

868

10:15

14:25

Daily

Bengaluru

0

811

6:45

9:35

123456

—

Bengaluru

0

815

8:05

10:45

Daily

From 16th Jun

Bengaluru

0

817

16:10

18:50

Daily

From 16th Jun

Bengaluru

0

813

17:20

20:05

Daily

—

Bengaluru

0

849

20:35

23:15

Daily

—

Bhubaneswar

0

709

6:40

8:55

12345

—

Bhubaneswar

0

709

7:45

9:55

67

Till 11th Jun

Bhubaneswar

0

781

18:50

21:00

Daily

—

Chandigarh

0

830

13:45

14:40

Daily

—

Goa

0

855

9:00

11:40

67

—

Goa

0

847

11:10

13:45

Daily

—

Goa

0

865

23:00

1:40

457

Till 18th Jun

Guwahati

0

868

10:15

12:45

Daily

—

Hyderabad

0

829

7:10

9:25

12345

—

Hyderabad

0

829

7:35

9:50

67

From 17th Jun

Hyderabad

0

899

14:45

17:05

Daily

—

Hyderabad

0

879

17:10

19:25

Daily

—

Jammu

1

799

7:15

10:05

Daily

—

Origin

Delhi

Goa

Guwahati

Hyderabad

Jammu
Kochi

Kolkata

Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Kochi

0

885

13:40

16:55

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

747

7:20

9:35

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

719

19:55

22:30

Daily

—

Leh

0

701

7:20

8:45

Daily

—

Lucknow

0

970

11:40

12:45

Daily

—

Lucknow

0

741

16:15

17:30

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

975

6:00

8:05

123456

—

Mumbai

0

943

7:30

9:45

12345

—

Mumbai

0

963

8:45

11:10

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

995

10:20

12:25

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

983

11:40

13:50

123456

—

Mumbai

0

993

12:50

14:55

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

933

15:15

17:25

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

955

17:45

20:05

Daily

—

Mumbai

0

977

18:55

21:05

Daily

—
—

Mumbai

0

981

21:20

23:25

Daily

Port Blair

1

747

7:20

12:30

Daily

—

Pune

0

989

0:45

3:00

2347

From 4th Jun

Pune

0

989

0:45

3:00

Daily

From 19th Jun

Pune

0

720

10:15

12:30

123457

—

Pune

0

991

17:25

19:30

Daily

—

Srinagar

0

799

7:15

8:35

Daily

—

Srinagar

0

717

8:30

9:55

67

—

Srinagar

0

743

14:40

16:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

856

12:15

15:00

67

—

Delhi

0

884

14:15

17:05

Daily

—

Delhi

0

864

2:15

4:55

156

Till 19th Jun
—

Bagdogra

0

868

13:20

14:25

Daily

Bengaluru

1

897

15:05

19:35

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

897

15:05

16:20

Daily

Till 15th Jun

Chandigarh

1

830

10:05

14:40

12345

—

Chandigarh

1

830

10:25

14:40

67

—

Delhi

0

830

10:05

12:30

12345

—

Delhi

0

830

10:25

12:45

67

From 17th Jun

Delhi

0

858

17:40

19:55

Daily

—

Delhi

0

870

20:00

22:15

Daily

—

Delhi

1

714

10:45

13:40

Daily

—

Srinagar

0

714

10:45

11:40

Daily

—

Delhi

0

824

17:35

21:05

Daily

—

Bengaluru

0

843

6:40

9:15

Daily

Till 15th Jun

Bengaluru

0

897

17:05

19:35

Daily

Till 15th Jun

Delhi

0

720

7:10

9:25

Daily

—

Delhi

0

778

16:55

19:15

Daily

—

Guwahati

0

838

13:20

14:30

Daily

Till 15th Jun

Port Blair

0

747

10:15

12:30

Daily

—

Pune

0

985

0:30

3:00

156

Till 18th Jun

Pune

0

985

2:00

4:40

2347

From 4th Jun

Pune

1

720

7:10

12:30

123457

—
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Origin

Kolkata
Leh

Lucknow

Mumbai

Port Blair

Pune

Srinagar

Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Pune

0

985

0:30

3:00

Daily

Till 3rd Jun

Pune

0

985

2:00

4:40

Daily

From 19th Jun

Delhi

0

766

9:20

11:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

933

13:20

14:30

Daily

—

Delhi

0

742

18:05

19:10

Daily

—

Mumbai

1

933

13:20

17:25

Daily

—

Amritsar

1

994

10:25

14:35

12345

—

Amritsar

0

735

13:10

15:40

Daily

—

Delhi

0

930

7:30

9:35

123456

—

Delhi

0

970

8:45

11:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

994

10:25

12:40

12345

—

Delhi

0

960

11:50

14:00

Daily

—

Delhi

0

944

14:30

16:40

123456

—

Delhi

0

902

15:45

18:05

Daily

—

Delhi

0

996

18:30

20:40

Daily

—

Delhi

0

940

19:30

21:40

Daily

—

Delhi

0

988

20:45

22:50

Daily

—

Delhi

0

950

21:50

0:05

Daily

—

Lucknow

1

970

8:45

12:45

Daily

—

Delhi

1

778

13:10

19:15

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

778

13:10

15:50

Daily

—

Delhi

0

990

5:15

7:20

2347

From 4th Jun

Delhi

0

990

5:15

7:20

Daily

From 19th Jun

Delhi

0

998

13:10

15:25

123457

—

Delhi

0

992

20:10

22:20

Daily

—

Kolkata

0

986

3:40

6:20

Daily

—

Delhi

0

713

10:30

12:10

67

—

Delhi

0

714

12:15

13:40

Daily

—

Delhi

0

977

16:35

18:15

Daily

—

Jammu

0

799

9:15

10:05

Daily

—

Mumbai

1

977

16:35

21:05

Daily

—

Connecting Flights
Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival
1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Amritsar

946

994

8:45

10:25

3:00

13:25

14:35

5:50

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Chandigarh

946

830

8:45

10:25

3:20

13:45

14:40

5:55

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Lucknow

946

970

8:45

10:25

1:15

11:40

12:45

4:00

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Lucknow

946

741

8:45

10:25

5:50

16:15

17:30

8:45

Daily

—

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Srinagar

946

743

8:45

10:25

4:15

14:40

16:00

7:15

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

813

969

15:10

16:25

1:55

18:20

20:00

4:50

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Bengaluru

813

849

15:10

16:25

4:10

20:35

23:15

8:05

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

813

781

15:10

16:25

2:25

18:50

21:00

5:50

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Goa

813

865

15:10

16:25

6:35

23:00

1:40

10:30

457

Till 18th Jun

Amritsar

Delhi

Hyderabad

813

879

15:10

16:25

0:45

17:10

19:25

4:15

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Kolkata

813

719

15:10

16:25

3:30

19:55

22:30

7:20

Daily

—
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Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival
1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

955

15:10

16:25

1:20

17:45

20:05

4:55

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

977

15:10

16:25

2:30

18:55

21:05

5:55

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

981

15:10

16:25

4:55

21:20

23:25

8:15

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Pune

813

991

15:10

16:25

1:00

17:25

19:30

4:20

Daily

—

Amritsar

Delhi

Pune

788

989

21:40

22:50

1:55

0:45

3:00

5:20

2347

From 4th Jun
From 19th Jun

Amritsar

Delhi

Pune

788

989

21:40

22:50

1:55

0:45

3:00

5:20

Daily

Bagdogra

Delhi

Amritsar

969

787

15:10

17:25

2:30

19:55

21:05

5:55

Daily

—

Bagdogra

Delhi

Goa

969

865

15:10

17:25

5:35

23:00

1:40

10:30

457

Till 18th Jun

Bagdogra

Delhi

Mumbai

969

977

15:10

17:25

1:30

18:55

21:05

5:55

Daily

—

Bagdogra

Delhi

Mumbai

969

981

15:10

17:25

3:55

21:20

23:25

8:15

Daily

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Amritsar

868

994

6:50

9:25

4:00

13:25

14:35

7:45

123456

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Amritsar

797

787

10:15

13:00

6:55

19:55

21:05

10:50

Daily

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Amritsar

816

787

12:15

15:10

4:45

19:55

21:05

8:50

Daily

From 16th Jun

Bengaluru

Delhi

Chandigarh

868

830

6:50

9:25

4:20

13:45

14:40

7:50

123456

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Chandigarh

797

830

10:15

13:00

0:45

13:45

14:40

4:25

Daily

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Lucknow

868

970

6:50

9:25

2:15

11:40

12:45

5:55

123456

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Lucknow

868

741

6:50

9:25

6:50

16:15

17:30

10:40

123456

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Lucknow

797

741

10:15

13:00

3:15

16:15

17:30

7:15

Daily

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Lucknow

816

741

12:15

15:10

1:05

16:15

17:30

5:15

Daily

From 16th Jun

Bengaluru

Delhi

Srinagar

868

743

6:50

9:25

5:15

14:40

16:00

9:10

123456

—

Bengaluru

Delhi

Srinagar

797

743

10:15

13:00

1:40

14:40

16:00

5:45

Daily

—

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

786

969

9:30

11:55

6:25

18:20

20:00

10:30

Daily

—

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Amritsar

786

994

9:30

11:55

1:30

13:25

14:35

5:05

Daily

—

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Chandigarh

786

830

9:30

11:55

1:50

13:45

14:40

5:10

Daily

—

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Srinagar

786

743

9:30

11:55

2:45

14:40

16:00

6:30

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Ahmedabad

879

969

15:20

16:20

2:00

18:20

20:00

4:40

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bengaluru

879

813

15:20

16:20

1:00

17:20

20:05

4:45

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bengaluru

879

849

15:20

16:20

4:15

20:35

23:15

7:55

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

879

781

15:20

16:20

2:30

18:50

21:00

5:40

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Goa

879

865

15:20

16:20

6:40

23:00

1:40

10:20

457

From 18th Jun

Chandigarh

Delhi

Kolkata

879

719

15:20

16:20

3:35

19:55

22:30

7:10

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

955

15:20

16:20

1:25

17:45

20:05

4:45

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

977

15:20

16:20

2:35

18:55

21:05

5:45

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

981

15:20

16:20

5:00

21:20

23:25

8:05

Daily

—

Chandigarh

Delhi

Pune

879

991

15:20

16:20

1:05

17:25

19:30

4:10

Daily

—

Delhi

Kolkata

Guwahati

747

838

7:20

9:35

3:45

13:20

14:30

7:10

Daily

—

Delhi

Guwahati

Kolkata

868

897

10:15

12:45

2:20

15:05

16:20

6:05

Daily

—

Goa

Delhi

Amritsar

856

787

12:15

15:00

4:55

19:55

21:05

8:50

67

—

Goa

Delhi

Amritsar

884

787

14:15

17:05

2:50

19:55

21:05

6:50

Daily

—

Goa

Delhi

Guwahati

864

868

2:15

4:55

5:20

10:15

12:45

10:30

156

Till 19th Jun

Goa

Delhi

Leh

864

701

2:15

4:55

2:25

7:20

8:45

6:30

156

Till 19th Jun

Goa

Delhi

Lucknow

864

970

2:15

4:55

6:45

11:40

12:45

10:30

156

Till 19th Jun

Goa

Delhi

Lucknow

856

741

12:15

15:00

1:15

16:15

17:30

5:15

67

—

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

864

799

2:15

4:55

2:20

7:15

8:35

6:20

156

Till 19th Jun

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

864

717

2:15

4:55

3:35

8:30

9:55

7:40

6

Till 19th Jun

Guwahati

Bagdogra

Delhi

868

969

13:20

14:25

0:45

15:10

17:25

4:05

Daily

—

Hyderabad

Delhi

Amritsar

830

994

10:05

12:30

0:55

13:25

14:35

4:30

12345

—

Hyderabad

Delhi

Amritsar

830

994

10:25

12:45

0:40

13:25

14:35

4:10

67

—

Hyderabad

Delhi

Srinagar

830

743

10:05

12:30

2:10

14:40

16:00

5:55

12345

—

Hyderabad

Delhi

Srinagar

830

743

10:25

12:45

1:55

14:40

16:00

5:35

67

—

Kolkata

Delhi

Amritsar

720

994

7:10

9:25

4:00

13:25

14:35

7:25

Daily

—
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Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

1

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Kolkata

Delhi

Amritsar

778

787

16:55

19:15

0:40

19:55

21:05

4:10

Daily

—

Kolkata

Delhi

Chandigarh

720

830

7:10

9:25

4:20

13:45

14:40

7:30

Daily

—

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

995

7:10

9:25

0:55

10:20

12:25

5:15

Daily

—

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

983

7:10

9:25

2:15

11:40

13:50

6:40

123456

—

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

993

7:10

9:25

3:25

12:50

14:55

7:45

Daily

—

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

933

7:10

9:25

5:50

15:15

17:25

10:15

Daily

—

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

778

981

16:55

19:15

2:05

21:20

23:25

6:30

Daily

—

Kolkata

Delhi

Srinagar

720

743

7:10

9:25

5:15

14:40

16:00

8:50

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Bengaluru

766

817

9:20

11:00

5:10

16:10

18:50

9:30

Daily

From 16th Jun

Leh

Delhi

Bengaluru

766

813

9:20

11:00

6:20

17:20

20:05

10:45

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

899

9:20

11:00

3:45

14:45

17:05

7:45

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

879

9:20

11:00

6:10

17:10

19:25

10:05

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Kochi

766

885

9:20

11:00

2:40

13:40

16:55

7:35

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Lucknow

766

970

9:20

11:00

0:40

11:40

12:45

3:25

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Lucknow

766

741

9:20

11:00

5:15

16:15

17:30

8:10

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

983

9:20

11:00

0:40

11:40

13:50

4:30

123456

—

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

993

9:20

11:00

1:50

12:50

14:55

5:35

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

933

9:20

11:00

4:15

15:15

17:25

8:05

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

955

9:20

11:00

6:45

17:45

20:05

10:45

Daily

—

Leh

Delhi

Pune

766

991

9:20

11:00

6:25

17:25

19:30

10:10

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Ahmedabad

933

969

13:20

14:30

3:50

18:20

20:00

6:40

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Amritsar

933

787

13:20

14:30

5:25

19:55

21:05

7:45

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Amritsar

742

787

18:05

19:10

0:45

19:55

21:05

3:00

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Bengaluru

933

817

13:20

14:30

1:40

16:10

18:50

5:30

Daily

From 16th Jun

Lucknow

Delhi

Bengaluru

933

813

13:20

14:30

2:50

17:20

20:05

6:45

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Bengaluru

933

849

13:20

14:30

6:05

20:35

23:15

9:55

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Bengaluru

742

849

18:05

19:10

1:25

20:35

23:15

5:10

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Goa

742

865

18:05

19:10

3:50

23:00

1:40

7:35

457

Till 18 Jun

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

955

13:20

14:30

3:15

17:45

20:05

6:45

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

977

13:20

14:30

4:25

18:55

21:05

7:45

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

981

13:20

14:30

6:50

21:20

23:25

10:05

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

742

981

18:05

19:10

2:10

21:20

23:25

5:20

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Pune

933

991

13:20

14:30

2:55

17:25

19:30

6:10

Daily

—

Lucknow

Delhi

Pune

742

989

17:30

19:10

5:35

0:45

3:00

9:30

2347

From 4th Jun

Lucknow

Delhi

Pune

742

989

17:30

19:10

5:35

0:45

3:00

9:30

Daily

From 19th Jun

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

930

994

7:30

9:35

3:50

13:25

14:35

7:05

123456

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

970

994

8:45

11:00

2:25

13:25

14:35

5:50

Daily

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

960

787

11:50

14:00

5:55

19:55

21:05

9:15

Daily

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

944

787

14:30

16:40

3:15

19:55

21:05

6:35

123456

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

902

787

15:45

18:05

1:50

19:55

21:05

5:20

Daily

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

930

830

7:30

9:35

4:10

13:45

14:40

7:10

123456

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

970

830

8:45

11:00

2:45

13:45

14:40

5:55

Daily

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

994

830

10:25

12:40

1:05

13:45

14:40

4:15

12345

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Guwahati

930

868

7:30

9:35

0:40

10:15

12:45

5:15

123456

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

960

719

11:50

14:00

5:55

19:55

22:30

10:40

Daily

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

944

719

14:30

16:40

3:15

19:55

22:30

8:00

123456

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

902

719

15:45

18:05

1:50

19:55

22:30

6:45

Daily

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Lucknow

930

970

7:30

9:35

2:05

11:40

12:45

5:15

123456

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Lucknow

930

741

7:30

9:35

6:40

16:15

17:30

10:00

123456

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Lucknow

970

741

8:45

11:00

5:15

16:15

17:30

8:45

Daily

—
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Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

1

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Mumbai

Delhi

Lucknow

994

741

10:25

12:40

3:35

16:15

17:30

7:05

12345

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Lucknow

960

741

11:50

14:00

2:15

16:15

17:30

5:40

Daily

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

930

743

7:30

9:35

5:05

14:40

16:00

8:30

123456

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

970

743

8:45

11:00

3:40

14:40

16:00

7:15

Daily

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

994

743

10:25

12:40

2:00

14:40

16:00

5:35

12345

—

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

960

743

11:50

14:00

0:40

14:40

16:00

4:10

Daily

—

Pune

Delhi

Amritsar

990

994

5:15

7:20

6:05

13:25

14:35

9:20

2347

From 4th Jun

Pune

Delhi

Amritsar

990

994

5:15

7:20

6:05

13:25

14:35

9:20

Daily

From 19th Jun

Pune

Delhi

Amritsar

998

787

13:10

15:25

4:30

19:55

21:05

7:55

123457

—

Pune

Delhi

Chandigarh

990

830

5:15

7:20

6:25

13:45

14:40

9:25

2347

From 4th Jun

Pune

Delhi

Chandigarh

990

830

5:15

7:20

6:25

13:45

14:40

9:25

Daily

From 19th Jun

Pune

Kolkata

Guwahati

986

838

3:40

6:20

7:00

13:20

14:30

10:50

Daily

Till 15th Jun

Pune

Delhi

Guwahati

990

868

5:15

7:20

2:55

10:15

12:45

7:30

2347

From 4th Jun

Pune

Delhi

Guwahati

990

868

5:15

7:20

2:55

10:15

12:45

7:30

Daily

From 19th Jun

Pune

Delhi

Lucknow

990

970

5:15

7:20

4:20

11:40

12:45

7:30

2347

From 4th Jun

Pune

Delhi

Lucknow

990

970

5:15

7:20

4:20

11:40

12:45

7:30

Daily

From 19th Jun
—

Pune

Delhi

Lucknow

998

741

13:10

15:25

0:50

16:15

17:30

4:20

123457

Pune

Kolkata

Port Blair

986

747

3:40

6:20

3:55

10:15

12:30

8:50

Daily

—

Pune

Delhi

Srinagar

990

717

5:15

7:20

1:10

8:30

9:55

4:40

7

From 4th Jun

Pune

Delhi

Srinagar

990

717

5:15

7:20

1:10

8:30

9:55

4:40

67

From 19th Jun

Srinagar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

713

969

10:30

12:10

6:10

18:20

20:00

9:30

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

714

969

12:15

13:40

4:40

18:20

20:00

7:45

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

713

817

10:30

12:10

4:00

16:10

18:50

8:20

67

From 16th Jun

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

713

813

10:30

12:10

5:10

17:20

20:05

9:35

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

714

817

12:15

13:40

2:30

16:10

18:50

6:35

Daily

From 16th Jun

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

714

813

12:15

13:40

3:40

17:20

20:05

7:50

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

714

849

12:15

13:40

6:55

20:35

23:15

11:00

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

977

849

16:35

18:15

2:20

20:35

23:15

6:40

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

713

781

10:30

12:10

6:40

18:50

21:00

10:30

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

714

781

12:15

13:40

5:10

18:50

21:00

8:45

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Goa

977

865

16:35

18:15

4:45

23:00

1:40

9:05

457

Till 18th Jun

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

713

899

10:30

12:10

2:35

14:45

17:05

6:35

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

713

879

10:30

12:10

5:00

17:10

19:25

8:55

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

714

899

12:15

13:40

1:05

14:45

17:05

4:50

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

714

879

12:15

13:40

3:30

17:10

19:25

7:10

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Kochi

713

885

10:30

12:10

1:30

13:40

16:55

6:25

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Kolkata

714

719

12:15

13:40

6:15

19:55

22:30

10:15

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Kolkata

977

719

16:35

18:15

1:40

19:55

22:30

5:55

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Lucknow

713

741

10:30

12:10

4:05

16:15

17:30

7:00

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Lucknow

714

741

12:15

13:40

2:35

16:15

17:30

5:15

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

993

10:30

12:10

0:40

12:50

14:55

4:25

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

933

10:30

12:10

3:05

15:15

17:25

6:55

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

955

10:30

12:10

5:35

17:45

20:05

9:35

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

977

10:30

12:10

6:45

18:55

21:05

10:35

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

714

933

12:15

13:40

1:35

15:15

17:25

5:10

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

714

955

12:15

13:40

4:05

17:45

20:05

7:50

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

714

977

12:15

13:40

5:15

18:55

21:05

8:50

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

977

981

16:35

18:15

3:05

21:20

23:25

6:50

Daily

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Pune

713

991

10:30

12:10

5:15

17:25

19:30

9:00

67

—

Srinagar

Delhi

Pune

714

991

12:15

13:40

3:45

17:25

19:30

7:15

Daily

—
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VISTARA EXPERIENCE

GET EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS
EVEN AFTER YOUR

FLIGHT

Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your
boarding pass within seven days of your travel at our
partner brands and enjoy exciting offers

RETAIL SHOPPING

5% off on transactions of `10,000 and
above (Max discount: `1000), offer
applicable only at www.croma.com (not
applicable at any offline store).
Use promo code: VISTCROM
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Flat 10% off on the
entire drinks, books, and
souvenirs category at
Delhi, Mumbai, Pune and
Bengaluru Airport stores

Get flat 10% off on all
the products at Skywater
retail stores (Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Panchkula)

Flat 15% off on Victorinox and
all other associate brands
available in Gute Reise Stores
in Delhi NCR, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai

Get flat `300 off on
minimum purchase of
`2500 and above on TATA
CLiQ Website.
Use code: VISTARACLIQ
*T&Cs apply

DINING

HOSPITALITY

Dining Offer: Flat 10%
discount on food & soft
beverages only at F&B
outlets (Buzz, Swirl
& Deli)

1. One level upgrade* on presenting
the boarding pass
2. Free dessert at any F&B outlet
along with the main course*

20% discount on body
massages, 20% flat discount
on suites and villas, 20% off
on beverages at the bar on all
days before 7 pm

Avail a special 10%* off on the best available
rate along with free WiFi using promo code
‘ZMUP10VIS’ on booking at gingerhotels.
com. Offer can also be availed by
calling 1800 266 3333 or booking directly
at the hotel. *T&Cs apply.

15% off on food bill
(excluding taxes)
20% discount on best available
rate by using promo code
‘ZUSP20VIST’ for booking Lemon
Tree Premier, Lemon Tree
Hotels and Red Fox Hotels.
Booking to be done at www.
lemontreehotels.com

1. 25% OFF against food and
beverages at The Peg
2. 15% OFF at JIVA Spa for all treatments
3. Room upgrade, subject to availability

Exclusive 10% off
on stay along with
complementary
plantation safari, birding
& nature tour, access to
golf course

1. Room upgrade to the
next level *
2. 10% discount on the
usage of the spa facilities

Offer also includes: 20%
discount on F&B (Republic of
Noodles, as per restaurant
availability), free WiFi 24x7,
buffet breakfast.

3. 10% discount on food
& soft beverages at the
restaurants*

1. Economy package for 1: Beer &
burger combo for `449 only
*Taxes exclusive | Domestic beer only!

**Terms and Conditions
Apply

2. Free* Appetiser on a purchase
of an entree
(Appetiser to be similar or
lesser value)
3. Buy One Get One Beer
(Domestic beer only!)
4. Premium package for 2:
2 Margaritas or 2 Beers + 1 Starter +
2 Main Course + 1 Dessert for `1,999
only. *All Inclusive
Offer valid across all the outlets of
Delhi, Chandigarh and Kolkata Only |
T&C apply!

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Exclusive 36% off on
any spa service

Exclusive 36% off on
any spa service

RENT A CAR

Flat 15% discount on
all services

Flat `500 off against
any body spa service
or facial service*

TRAVEL AND EXPERIENCE

Black & White
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Dining Offer: Flat 10%
discount on food and soft
beverages
only&
atWhite
F&B
Reverse
Black
outlets (Seven, Umami &
Octave) at the hotel
GUWAHATI ASSAM

`600 off on Myles
(self-drive) MVO500
20% off on
Self-Drive and
Chauffeur-Drive
Use code:
“VISTARA20”

Reverse Colour
`500 off on
Carzonrent
(premium
chauffeur driven
service) outstation
booking CVO500

GUWAHATI ASSAM

Experience the
heritage of old Delhi
like never before at
20% discount

Get 10% off on
Imagica Theme
park & water
park tickets

Package for 1: 2 pints of select
beers + 1 select appetiser
@ `399 + taxes
PackageStandard
for 2: 1 pitcher
of select
Colour
beer + 2 select appetizers @ `799
+ taxes T&C apply
GUWAHATI ASSAM

For more information, please visit www.airvistara.com and check the deals and offers section

*Terms & conditions apply
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VISTARA EXPERIENCE

KEY FEATURES
FASTEST EARN

Earn up to 11 CV Points per INR 100 spent

FASTEST REDEMPTIONS

Award flights starting from 2000 CV Points
and Upgrade Awards from 500 CV Points

FASTER ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

Now reach elite tiers faster basis lower of Tier
Points and flights taken in 12 month period

THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT
FLYER PROGRAM IS
HERE!
TAILORED FOR THE TRENDSETTERS AND
THE BOARDROOM HIGH FLIERS, THE ALL
NEW CLUB VISTARA IS THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT FLYER PROGRAM*
With Club Vistara, you earn CV Points based on the value
of tickets purchased, the simplest and fairest way to earn
award points. Here at Club Vistara, when you spend more,
you earn more. Club Vistara not only provides you unique
privileges but also offers you: Fastest Earn, Redemption
and Elite Tier Qualification and enhanced elite tier benefits.
As a Club Vistara member you earn CV Points beyond a
flight ticket through our airline and co-brand partners. Earn
exciting privileges and benefits on every flight as you fly
the new feeling.

HOW TO JOIN

Becoming a Club Vistara (CV) member is simple and quick. Register with CV by:
•

Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com

•

Downloading our Mobile App

•

Fill the inflight enrolment form
available with our crew.

Once enrolled, CV membership ID will be sent to your
registered email ID and your account will be automatically
activated. As a CV member, you will have access to your
personalised account through our website and our mobile
app, to easily keep track of all your transactions with us.

ENJOY PRIORITY STATUS

Check-in, Waitlist Clearance, Baggage
Handling and Airport Standby

INCREASED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE

5- 15 kgs over and above the limit basis elite
tier status

LOUNGE ACCESS

Unrestricted access to Vistara Lounge when
you fly with Vistara

GUARANTEED RESERVATIONS
24-48 hour prior to departure

COMPLIMENTARY UPGRADE AND
LOUNGE ACCESS VOUCHERS
For use by self, friends or family

AIRLINE AND NON-AIRLINE PARTNERS
Earn and Redeem CV Points with our partners

EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES
Unconditional benefits and privileges for all
fare types

ENROLL NOW
AND EARN 500
BONUS
CV POINTS

To receive auto-credit of your CV Points, please remember
to quote your CV ID at the time of booking and check in.
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ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

TIER EVALUATION PROCESS

Tier evaluation is in terms of tier points
or the number of Vistara flights taken, whichever
upgrades or maintains your tier status faster. Refer
the Tier Evaluation criteria below:

Elite Tier Qualification process evaluates your tier status every day by
checking the number of Tier Points earned or number of flights flown in the
past 365 days. As soon as a member achieves the criteria as mentioned in
the table, they will be upgraded to the next elite tier or retain their current
tier status. In case of a tier upgrade or renewal, you elite tier status will
be valid for 12 months. On the day of expiry of your tier, if you are unable
to move up to the next elite tier or maintain your current tier, you will be
moved to the next lower tier for the next 12 months. You continue to enjoy
CV Base privileges as our CV Base tier membership will never expire.

Tier

Tier Points
required for
Upgrade

CV Silver

15000

CV Gold

25000

CV Platinum

35000

Flights required
for Upgrade
20
OR

30
40

PRIVILEGES & BENEFITS

CV
Base

CV
Silver

CV
Gold

CV
Platinum

Earn Points on All Flights

✓

✓

✓

✓

Tier/CV Points

8 CV Points

9 CV Points

10 CV Points

11 CV Points

✓

✓

✓

✓

Up to 48 Hours Prior*

Up to 24 Hours Prior*

Priority Airport Standby
✓

Priority Waitlist clearance
Guaranteed Reservations in
Economy Class
Priority Airport Check-in

Premium Economy
Counter

Business Class Counter

Business Class Counter

Increased Baggage Allowance

+5 Kg

+10 Kg

+15 kg

Priority Boarding

✓

✓

Lounge Access

✓

✓

Priority Baggage handling

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Lounge Access Vouchers

1

2

4

Upgrade Voucher

1

3

Exclusive Offers and Promotions

✓

5

Meet & Greet

✓

No Rescheduling Fee

✓

EARNING CV POINTS

Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with us.
At Club Vistara, our conscious effort is to ensure every flying experience of yours is a memorable
one. Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with
us. Earn CV Points based on the fare value of your ticket (base fare excluding taxes and fees). When
you spend more, you will earn more CV Points. Members can also earn CV Points with our partners.
When you fly with Vistara, simply share your CV ID at the time of booking or check-in and receive
the auto – credit of CV Points in you CV account within 24-48 hours. Your CV Points are valid for 36
months from the date of flight. Use CV Points to redeem Award Flights and Upgrade Awards. Please
refer to the table to know the CV Point accrual for Vistara flights.
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Tier

CV Points per INR 100 spent

CV Base

8

CV Silver

9

CV Gold

10

CV Platinum

11

PARTNERSHIPS
With our partners, make the most of your CV membership even when you are not
flying with us. We have carefully formed partnerships that offer you more choices to
earn and redeem CV Points
AIRLINE PARTNERS

CO-BRAND PARTNERS

Vistara now allows you to board domestic to fly international.

Earn CV Points with every swipe through Axis
Bank Vistara Credit Cards.

With Vistara, you can enjoy a hassle-free international flying experience. Being the
preferred partner for many major international flights, our relationship with them allows
you to earn and redeem CV Points on their flights.
You can earn and redeem CV Points on the following international flights:

UNDERSTANDING TIER POINTS AND CV POINTS
When you fly with Vistara, you earn CV Points that enable you to redeem Award Flights &
Upgrade Awards and Tier Points that help determine your elite tier.
Tier Points are non-redeemable and are valid only for 12 months from the date of the
flight. You can use your CV Points as currency to redeem rewards with Vistara & its
Partners. CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of flight. When you fly/spend
with our airline/non-airline partners you earn CV Points. You can also earn CV Points by
participating in our offers and promotions.

REDEMPTION OF CV POINTS
With Award Flight redemptions starting as low as 2,000 CV Points and Upgrade Awards starting at 500 CV Points,
rewards could not be any faster. Club Vistara offers you the fastest journey to redemption of flights & upgrades. You
can instantly redeem Award Flights by logging on to our website www.airvistara.com
VISTARA AWARD FLIGHTS
•

You can redeem CV Points for Vistara Award
Flights by following the below easy steps:

•

Log on to www.airvistara.com

•

Enter Club Vistara membership ID

•

Click on ‘Redeem Now’ button

•

Submit details on ‘Redeem Award Flight’

•

Select ‘Flight & Redeem’

VISTARA UPGRADE REWARDS
Now redeem CV Points to upgrade your cabin class by calling our
Customer Service Centre at +91 120 6699901/02 or contacting
our Airport Ticketing Office (ATO) for instant upgrades.

To know the CV Points required for Vistara Award Flights and
Vistara Upgrade Awards, please visit our website at www.
airvistara.com

COMPLIMENTARY TIER MATCH
We invite you to enjoy a complimentary 3-month CV Gold membership, if you are a Gold or above tier member with any other
frequent flyer program. Please send us a request along with a copy of your membership card/ statement at contactus@
clubvistara.com or visit us at www.clubvistara.com
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PURE LUXURY
AQUASYMPHONY
BY GROHE.
AquaSymphony is not a shower – it’s a wellness
zone, a place where water takes on a life of its
own. AquaSymphony plays with water, creating
ever-changing liquid harmonies. Just imagine the
pleasure that awaits you.

1800 102 4475

VISIT GROHE.COM/IN

Fly the NEO feeling
#NotJustAnotherNeo

