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VISTARA EDITORIAL

GO ONE AHEAD
The high-octane Indian Premier League and UEFA
Champions League are setting the temperature
soaring. While the various clubs battle it out for
sporting glory, the adrenaline levels are soaring, and so
is the temperature!
South Korean entertainer Rain famously quoted: “The
biggest competition is myself. I am not looking to
follow others or pull them down. I’m planning to test
my own boundaries.” This maxim defines Vistara in the
way we approach things.
The year 2016-17 has been overwhelmingly positive for
Vistara and we have you, our customers, to thank for
it. You have appreciated our services – this magazine,
our food, our staff, their dedication and much more.
On our part, we’ve lapped up the praises and kept a tab
on your pulse to know how we can make the Vistara
experience even better for you.
Among the many new innovations we’re presenting
travellers with this season, you will be happy to
know that you can now enjoy premium Starbucks
coffee aboard our aircraft! We have also added more
destinations to our network, keeping in mind the
upcoming holiday season. You can now enjoy Vistara
services to the enchantingly beautiful hill town, Leh.
For spiritual souls, patriots and businesspersons alike,
Vistara also commenced services to Amritsar in March.
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The May issue of Vistara magazine gives you
a bird’s eye view of the Himalayan Shangrila - Sikkim. A quaint charm surrounds this
northeastern state in India with its dramatic
landscapes, Buddhist monasteries and abundant
greenery. On pages 46-53, find out what’s worth
a check-out in the multicultural city of Sydney,
and on pages 100-109, take a pictorial tour of the
fairy-tale city of Venice. Those of you, for whom
travel destinations are synonymous with relishing
local cuisines, tread on the culinary trail on pages
74-80, which takes you through the gastronomic
delights of Amritsar, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Goa
and Ahmedabad.
Read about the nuts and bolts of aviation hardware
in the aerodynamics section, and on the other
hand, discover more about the elephants in India:
the gentle giants are arguably the most regal yet
compassionate creatures that roam the earth.
We hope you enjoy reading the Vistara magazine as
much as we do creating it. We invite you to share your
ideas and thoughts about the magazine by writing to
inflightmag@airvistara.com.
Keep flying the new feeling!
Team Vistara

“I don’t
believe in
taking right
decisions. I
take decisions
and then
make them
right”
- Ratan Tata
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On The Cover
Prayer wheels are an
important part of many
Buddhist practices,
because they allow for a
simple and elegant way of
taking mantra recitation
to a new level.

Scan this QR code from your
smart phone to visit our app

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

THE SOCIAL

BUZZ

The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in the
social media and the Twitterati can’t stop
talking about Vistara
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ANSWERS OF THE AVIATION QUIZ - APRIL ISSUE
Answer 1: Port Blair to New
Delhi (2,485km)
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Answer 5: Canadian Bombardier and
Brazilian Embraer
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POTPOURRI
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment,
technology and current affairs

ON RECORD

PARIS MUSEUM TO GET AN

Airbus A380 Superjumbo
The double decker A380 superjumbo will be on
display at the National Aerospace Museum in Paris.
It is for the first time that Airbus has transferred
one of its test planes to a museum. It is the world's
largest jetliner, designed to carry up to 853 people
in all-economy seating or 544 in standard layout.
This airplane flew for the first time in 2005
from Le Bourget near Paris to Toulouse. A total
of 50 technicians are working to modify it for
public view. The A380 superjumbo will be placed
alongside a vintage Boeing 747 in 2018. The A380
test plane is the fourth to be built and the second
to explore the skies in 2005. This monstrosity of a
plane used to be a show-stopper at events like the
Paris Air show.

Look up at the
stars and not
down at your
feet. Try to
make sense of
what you see,
and wonder
about what
makes the
universe exist.
Be curious.

ICC Champions
Trophy 2017
Less than 10 days after the excitement of IPL
2017 is over, Indians from across the globe will
have a new song to sing in support of their
cricket team as it goes into battle with the
world's best. Being held in England and Wales,
the ICC Champions Trophy 2017 will have seven
other nations participating in addition to India.
In the Group stage, India will have to battle it
out with South Africa, Sri Lanka and arch rivals
Pakistan to qualify for the semi-finals. The
tournament will begin on June 1 with England
playing Bangladesh at The Oval in London.

-Stephen Hawking

The Sense of Touch
Scientists at the University of Glasgow have developed an
experimental electronic skin for robots. The engineering
research team at the institution used graphene, an
ultra-thin form of carbon, to generate electricity via
solar energy which, in turn, mimics the different kinds of
sensory receptors found in human skin.
Smart prosthetic hands, in particular, can reproduce
many mechanical properties of human limbs and
giving them a skin-like sense of touch would make
them even more useful for amputees. Touch-sensitive
electronic skin could also be used in robots to enhance
performance and help the machines detect potential
dangers when interacting with humans.
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Dwayne Johnson enters
the orbit...
Asteroids are constantly combing
through space, but on April 18, 2017 an
asteroid passed closer to Earth than any
other in more than a decade. According
to NASA, this asteroid — known as
2014 JO25, or ‘The Rock’ — has been on
scientists' radars since it was discovered
three years ago. They assured the masses
that there would be no way the asteroid
would hit Earth (and, of course, it didn't),
but this particular rock was notable for
how close (It was more than four times
the distance from the Earth to the Moon)
it came to our planet.
According to NASA the asteroid was
visible "in small optical telescopes for
one or two nights before it fades as the
distance from Earth rapidly increases."
The last asteroid to get closer than this
was back in September 2004, when a rock
named Toutatis came within four lunar
distances to the Earth. The next time
‘The Rock’ is due to pass this close again
won't come for another 500 years.

Pirates of the Caribbean:
Dead Men Tell No Tales
Hollywood star Johnny Depp returns as
Captain Jack Sparrow with Oscar-nominated
actor Geoffrey Rush back on board as
Captain Barbossa with a terrifying new
adversary, Captain Salazar, played by Oscarwinning actor, Javier Bardem. This will be the
5th installment in the Pirates of the Caribbean
franchise and is set to release globally on
May 26, 2017. The story of this film will
revolve around the eccentric but noble pirate
and captain of the Black Pearl, Sparrow, who
is on the hunt for the Trident of Poseidon,
which bestows control over the seas.
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LOOKING AHEAD

Tourism in India on a Rise
India is now ranked 40th worldwide in the
'Global Travel and Tourism Competitiveness
Report 2017' released recently by the World
Economic Forum. India is one of the countries
that improved the most as it gained 12 places
in the world. It was earlier ranked 52. “India
continues to enrich its cultural resources,
protecting more cultural sites and intangible
expressions through UNESCO World Heritage
lists, and via a greater digital presence,” WEF
said in its report.
Some of the factors that helped India climb
up the ladder include international openness
through strong policies such as implementing
visa on arrival and e-visas, and improvements

in the country’s ground transport
infrastructure which benefited the travel and
tourism sector in India.
The country has seen continued growth in
international arrivals over the past 15 years,
reaching the 8 million mark in 2015, the report
said, adding that India’s vast cultural and
natural resources and its price competitiveness
advantage also attracted international
tourists. The Indian travel and tourism sector
presents significant opportunities that are
yet to be reaped, especially in the provision
of tourist service infrastructure and in terms
of additional accommodation capacity and
entertainment facilities.

Pirates of the Caribbean franchise
so far has a worldwide box-office
collection of

$1.3 billion

Orlando Bloom reprises his role
as Will Turner after

10 years

Johnny Depp will be playing
Captain Jack Sparrow for the

5th

time in this franchise

PERSPECTIVE

On my Kindle
The photographer who captured
Mother Teresa for 27 years, Raghu
Rai is set to launch his fourth
and latest book on the Vatican
canonized saint revealing that his
journey with her has come full circle
You clicked her
for decades,
could you share a
few memorable
moments?
This is back in the
1970s, in the beginning
of my career, I had
been clicking her for
two consecutive days
and she asked me not
to come on the third day as it was Easter and
it would disturb other brothers and sisters if a
photographer is moving around clicking pictures
while they are praying.
Since I insisted, she agreed with a condition
that I would remain stationary. She made me
sit next to her and I did try my best to keep my
word. But when she was in deep meditation,
there was an enigma around her that made her
look divine and I wanted to capture it. Due to
being in close proximity, I was not getting the
desired shot. So, I moved around to get that
perfect shot. However, once the prayer was over
I went to her and confessed that I had broken
my promise. She replied that if you couldn't
keep your promise to me it means that God has
assigned you this assignment and you must do it
with utmost diligence.
We all know about her greatness, contribution
to mankind and divine presence, but what was
she like in person?
She used to appreciate those who were
committed and dedicated and always advised
that obedience and sincerity are key to a good
life. She was extremely compassionate and
humane like no other that I have met in my
lifetime. Another interesting aspect about
her was that she believed in being there for
everyone, people from all walks of life and they
could be from any religion but Mother would
help them without any condition. This is one
special quality that only a few have.
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Light and Shine
After debuting in April last year, the annual Philadelphia Chinese Lantern Festival is
set to dazzle visitors for the second time at the Franklin Square from May 9 to June
11, 2017 with all new creations. In 2016, the festival ran for seven weeks, welcoming
92,000 visitors from all 50 US states and 10 countries. This year, the event will feature
29 magnificent steel-framed and silk-wrapped giant animals, springtime flowers and
trees, using traditional Chinese methods. Artisans from China and the Philadelphia
region will also attend this event. Franklin Square is expected to glow with more than
25 larger-than-life illuminated displays of giant flowers, a three-storey pagoda and a
huge Chinese dragon, created with thousands of LED lights in exquisite colours.

Tourism in India provides 40 million jobs. The sector
is expected to grow at an annual average growth
rate of 7.9% till 2023, making India the third fastest
growing tourism destination over the next decade
Google Funds
Indian NGOs

SOCIAL MEDIA

A total of $8.4 million
worth grants have been
announced by Google.
org, the philanthropic
arm of Google, for four
Indian NGOs. These
grants will enable
NGOs like Learning
Equality, Million Sparks
Foundation, Pratham
Books StoryWeaver
and Pratham Education
Foundation to expand
their efforts and enhance
the learning experience
for students in the
classroom.

Facebook has launched its digital
assistant named 'M' for US users of
its Messenger application, ramping
up the social network's efforts in
artificial intelligence. For users of the
messaging platform, M will pop up
and suggest 'helpful actions' in the chat window. With
M, Facebook Messenger users can simplify tasks such
as sending money to friends or sharing location.

Facebook Gets a New Assistant

The move is seen as the first step in a broader launch
of the digital assistant to compete against services
from Google, Amazon, Microsoft, Apple and Samsung,
which are also launching the feature of
a new assistant. M uses artificial intelligence
and suggests relevant actions to help manage
conversations or get things done.

PERSPECTIVE

IN NUMBERS

Evolution of Ferrari

1947

Ferrari 125 S

1976

512 Berlinetta
Boxer

1998
F355

2017

Ferrari GTC4
Lusso T

ADVENTURE PARK

Ferrari Land in Spain
Ferrari Land, the third theme park at PortAventura World Parks & Resort, has recently opened
its doors to the public. The park offers a tribute to the genius of Enzo Ferrari, to the lifestyle
he created and the iconic red cars, symbols of speed, technology and innovation. Spanning
over 70,000 sqm, the new park offers 11 attractions, with a strong focus on technology and
adrenaline, along with restaurants, shops and shows that reflect the spirit of Ferrari.
Ferrari Experience also plays host to the Ferrari Gallery, an impressive space where visitors can
enjoy an interactive experience and learn details of the history of the legendary Ferrari team.
Crowning the skyline of the park is Red Force, the highest and fastest rollercoaster in Europe.

ON RECORD

Race cars are neither beautiful nor ugly.
They become beautiful when they win.
– Enzo Ferrari

Gaming Delight
Acer announced the launch of the all new Acer Aspire VX 15
in India designed exclusively for the gamers who demand the
ultimate level immersive gaming experience. It is loaded with
the latest 7th Gen Intel Core i7 processors and powered by
the latest NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1050 graphics card. It has an
aggressive gaming design with an iron red backlit keyboard.
Dual fans boost up the thermal system for smooth game
play which enhances the experience in every intense battle
along with Dolby Audio. The device comes with 1TB of hard
drive storage and 128 GB M.2 SSD, allowing one to store more
multimedia files and enjoy faster speed. The display with IPS
technology provides a wide viewing angle up to 170o allowing
you to share content simply and easily with those around you.
Aspire VX 15 delivers a powerful punch with its edgy gaming
design, enhanced cooling capabilities and NVIDIA GeForce
GTX series 10 graphics card. You can see game worlds with
consistent, brilliant colour and a full viewing experience from
any perspective.
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DUTCH FLORA

Flowery Paradise in Holland
In a nation known for its steadfast dedication to floral
affairs, Keukenh of Gardens is Holland’s undisputed
crown jewel. This magical place, the world’s largest
flower-filled garden spread in 80 acres, only opens for
approximately two months in a year and is home to more
than seven million bulbs (and more than 800 varieties

Guardians of the Galaxy
It is the sequel to 2014's Guardians of the Galaxy and the
fifteenth film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The
film is written and directed by James Gunn and stars an
ensemble cast featuring Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, Dave
Bautista, Vin Diesel, Bradley Cooper, Michael Rooker,
Karen Gillan, Pom Klementieff, Elizabeth Debicki, Chris
Sullivan, Sean Gunn, Sylvester Stallone, and Kurt Russell.
Set two-three months after the events of the first movie,
in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2, the Guardians travel
throughout the cosmos as they help Peter Quill learn
more about his true parentage.

of tulips). Here, you will also find floral art, lakes with
lily pads for walking, mazes, quintessential Dutch
windmills and even a petting zoo. The Gardens is open
for visitors daily from March 23 to May 21. All admission
tickets include a free map of the sprawling ground and
WiFi access.

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol.2
will release worldwide on

May 5
Total run-time of this film is

136 minutes
The total box-office collection
of the first GOTG film was over

$773 million

Redefining Travel
Planning
Launched in February 2015, the Your Local
Cousin website is a place for travellers to
connect with locals in a given destination
for travel tips and advice. Travellers going
abroad can avail this opportunity by paying
between $9 and $15 for a 15-30 minute chat
with a local resident via phone, email or any
mutually preferred messaging app supported
by the platform (Skype is the most popular).
At the end of the conversation, the local sends
the traveller a recap of the itinerary that can
include a customised Google Map.
Travellers are connected to locals through an
initial questionnaire that considers everything
from their budget and whom they’re travelling
with to any dietary restrictions, special
interests, etc. Currently, there are about 400
locals across 230 cities in 70 countries, and
during Your Local Cousin’s pilot phase, more
than 300 users have consulted the site more
than once. For the time being, Your Local
Cousin is ramping up talks with a plethora
of other prospective partners; from cruise
companies and tourism commissions to fellow
lifestyle apps, and even local businesses.
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THE HIMALAYAN SHANGRI LA

SIKKIM
A mystical harmonious valley landlocked by
mountains, Sikkim seems like a scene torn from the
pages of a fairytale that is magical and picturesque
Words : Archana Singh

C

avernous valleys, snowcapped mountains, roaring
rivers, fluttering Buddhist
prayer flags and green homes
dotting the zigzag mountain
slopes - no wonder Sikkim is known as
the Himalayan Shangri La. This mountain
state of northeast India is a jewel,
flourishing under the benign shadow of
the colossal Mount Kangchenjunga. The
locals revere the third highest mountain
in the world as their guardian deity.
Sikkim metamorphosed from an
independent Himalayan Kingdom to the
twenty-second state of India in 1975.
However, one thing remained untouched
- Sikkim’s reverence for nature.

ORGANIC STATE
Terms like ‘eco-friendly’ and 'all-organic'
are not loosely thrown around but
practiced by one and all in the state of
Sikkim. Locals and visitors are forbidden
from littering.
“To propagate the idea of an 'all-organic
state’, Sikkim Government runs a lot of
eco-conservation programs and also
hosts exotic festivals,” explained Chen
Yang, a travel guide who works closely
with the Sikkim Government. Festivals
like International Flower festival, YaktenBojeytar Village Tourism Festival, Dentam
Rhododendron Festival and Pang Lhabsol,
among others, elucidate the love and
respect Sikkimese have for nature.
May 2017 | www.airvistara.com | 33
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SIKKIM - AT A GLANCE
Sikkim has a plethora of magnificent landscapes, lakes and monasteries, which also make for
great photo ops. They are thronged by visitors and nature-lovers alike.

EAST SIKKIM
Begin your day with a sweeping view of the snow-capped Mt. Kangchenjunga from the Tashi
View Point. Visit the Gonjang Monastery, located about 6km from Gangtok where young monks
are often spotted watching wrestling matches on their smart phones or taking a cola break
from their studies. Teenage monks are also heard strumming the guitar behind the closed doors
of their dorms.

NORTH SIKKIM
Seven hours drive from Gangtok takes
you to Lachen. The arduous journey is
made beautiful by the roaring jade green
water of the Teesta River rushing through
massive boulders, soaring snow-capped
peaks embroidered with long ribbons
of waterfalls and lush green forests
dimpled with alpine pastures.
About 66km away is the crag-rimmed
Gurudongmar Lake (17,800 ft above sea
level). One should visit this lake early
in the morning to enjoy the sight of the
majestic mountain peaks glowing in the
molten golden dust of the sunrise. You
will be enamoured by the peace and
serenity that it offers.
Another must visit place is Lachung. The
stunning Yumthang Valley and Zero Point
are nothing less than paradisiacal.
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Adventure sports enthusiasts have the option to paraglide over the snow-capped mountains
and thickly carpeted forests around Gangtok while enjoying the panoramic views. The Royal
Palace in the city is also a delightful sight that can take you back in time with its old-world
charm. A passeggiata on the MG Marg , the social hub of the city, is the best to save for last.

DID YOU KNOW
Sikkim was declared
India's first fully organic
farming state in

2016

SOUTH SIKKIM
The larger-than-life religious
statues at Namchi, along with
the state’s only Tea Estate - the
Temi Tea Garden and valley from
Tarey Bhir are truly unforgettable.
Besides the indescribable
beauty of Sikkim, the calm and
composed demeanour of the
Sikkimese is intriguing too.

AVIATION QUIZ
1. How many international airports are there in India?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

TRAVEL BLEISURE

FOOD

THE ORCHID SHOW
Exhibition Centre, White Hall Complex

Dig into local delicacies
TANGERINE, BAKER'S CAFE
There are many popular eateries that
serve local delicacies in Sikkim. For
instance, one must try the Sikkimese
nettle stew, Sochhya at Tangerine, a
restaurant in Gangtok. If you have a
sweet tooth, then Baker's Cafe in the
state's capital is going to be your haven. It
is the city's favourite bakery for sampling
cakes, pastries and other baked treats.
One must have these mouth-watering
local delicacies like Gundruk ko Jhol and
Sinki, Kinema curry and Phagshapa at any
of the local cafes and restaurants.

SHOPPING
Art and collectibles

INTERNATIONAL FLOWER FESTIVAL
The tiny state of Sikkim is in full bloom during March-May
with its 600 species of orchids, 240 species of trees and
ferns, 150 varieties of gladioli, 46 types of rhododendrons
along with a variety of magnolias and many other foliage
plants. The flower festival showcases all of this and
much more.

DID YOU KNOW
Sikkim has over 552
different species of
birds and about 690
species of butterflies

The festival begins with the 'Orchid Show' and different
competitions are held for flower arrangement. The
imaginative display of flowers in a large glass house at the
Flower Exhibition Centre near the White Hall Complex is
popular with both tourists as well as locals and attracts a
large number of visitors daily. A similar festival is also held
at Namchi, South Sikkim every year. The airport at Bagdogra
near Siliguri is the nearest airport (124 km away) from the
capital Gangtok. Vistara flights ply back and forth from
Bagdogra to Guwahati, Kolkata and New Delhi.

Sikkim’s state animal
is the Red Panda - an
endangered species

11

languages are spoken in
this tiny mountain state

LAL BAZAAR & MG ROAD
The Thangkas (traditional paintings
on cotton canvas and silk frames) are
quite a rage. And so are the exquisite
Choksee tables designed in Tibetan style.
Gangtok also offers a range of masks for
wall decoration and handicrafts in the
souvenir shops strewn along Mahatma
Gandhi Marg and Lal Bazaar.
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India’s most popular
footballer Baichung Bhutia
hails from Sikkim

AVIATION QUIZ
2. What was Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International Aiport in Kolkata called earlier?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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PEACE AND ZEN

Sikkim has numerous monasteries or Gompas belonging to the Nyingma and Kagyu order
influencing the cultural heritage and lifestyle of the region

PEMAYANGTSE MONASTERY
Planned, designed and founded by Lama
Lhatsun Chempo in 1705, it is one of the
oldest and premier monasteries of Sikkim.
It is located on a hill top and commands an
impressive view of Mt. Kangchenjunga. This
monastery belongs to the Nyingma order.
There are 108 monks in this monastery. It
is a three-storied structure which contains
paintings on its walls and statues of
Rinpoches and saints in different colours.

LINGDUM MONASTERY
With the soothing sounds of Buddhist
monks chanting and spectacular scenery all
around, Lingdum Monastery is a specimen of
sacred architecture. It follows the Zurmang
Kagyu sect of the ancient school of Tibetan
Buddhism. Adorned with bright symbolic
frescoes, the monastery lights up even more
before Losar Festival when the exotic Lama
mask dance is performed by the inmates of
the sanctum here.

RUMTEK MONASTERY
One of the most significant and largest monasteries in
Sikkim, Rumtek Monastery is perched on a hill overlooking
Gangtok. Founded by Wangchuk Dorje, 9th Karmapa Lama in
the 16th century, the shrine was established with a reason to
spread the teachings of the Buddha throughout the world.
Surrounded by lush green mountains, the beautiful monastery
is a visual retreat besides offering spiritual solace. It houses
some of the rarest Buddhist religious artwork in the form of
wall murals & thankas (scrolls with intricate hand paintings),
1001 miniature golden models of Buddha, etc. As per the
facts, Rumtek was the first monastery built in India with all
the traditional architectural designs, and became the model
for various other monasteries built later throughout India.

DID YOU KNOW
Sikkim has more
than two hundred
monasteries, temples,
churches, mosques and
gurudwaras.

ON RECORD

Buddhist cultural heritage encourages
compassion and peace which play a role in
the development of the Sikkimese society
-His Holiness The Dalai Lama

TRAVEL SPECIAL GOA

QUAINT RIVERINE OF

GOA

Stepping off the ferry from Old Goa onto this beautiful little riverine Divar
Island, you have the distinct feeling of entering the land that time has
forgotten. Surrounded by marshy waters and criss-crossed with sleepy singlelane roads, the island makes for a languid exploration
Words : Ajay Jha

TRAVEL SPECIAL GOA

I

f you had enough of Goa's pristine
golden beaches, pubs and bars,
choked roads, offshore and
onshore casinos and its bustling
night life, it’s time to head to
Divar Island. Located about 10 km from
the state capital Panaji, popularly known
as Panjim, this quaint riverine is serene
and free from chaos – something city
dwellers yearn for. Whether one wants
to go cycling, trekking or simply take a
long walk, this is an ideal getaway.
Divar is derived from the Konkani
word Dipavati which means 'a small
island'. Barely three miles wide and
six miles long, this island is home to
approximately 10,000 people. The
moment you arrive at the shore, you
are captivated by its serenity. The single
lane road that takes you to the center of
the island is accompanied by beautiful

paddy fields and water bodies on either
side. As you near the center, the paddy
fields give way to wood hills, atop
which one gets a panoramic view of the
Mandovi river and old Goa. On the way
to the hill top, you can see the elegant
and well-preserved Portuguese villas,
some of which open their doors for
tourists willing to enjoy a night or two
amidst the old world charm.
A BEAUTIFUL LIFE
“Life here is beautiful and peaceful,”
said Ian Bostock, who along with his
Indian wife Aarti runs the most beautiful
guesthouse in this area. In fact, the Island
has certain bars where one can savour
the locally brewed Urak which is a mild
albeit tastier version of Goa’s famous
Cashew Feni. According to Ian Bostock,
the Island has everything you can care
for and better at that compared to rest

DID YOU KNOW

The huge bell which adorns
the Se Cathedral in Old Goa
was donated by the master
of a sinking ship who made
a vow that were he to
survive, he would donate
the ship's bell to the first
church of the village, town,
or city his vessel touched. It
so happened that it touched
the beaches of Divar island.
In keeping with his promise,
he donated the bell to the
church of Divar.

HOW TO
REACH
One has to take
a ferry from Old
Goa, Ribandar
or Panaji that
takes less than 10
minutes to reach
the island. The
ferry service is
free and frequent
for all pedestrians
and twowheelers, while
those driving a car
have to pay just Rs
10. In case you are
not driving, you
will find a state
transport bus
waiting to take you
to the hub of the
Island.
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A stylish event begins long before the guests arrive.
It begins with masterful planning.
INVITATION | HOSPITALITY | DECOR | ENTERTAINMENT

For bookings call: 99108 01765 or Email: connect@whitewaterevents.com
To know more: facebook.com/whitewaterevents , Instagram/whitewaterevents
DELHI NCR | MUMBAI | BENGALURU | GOA | RAJASTHAN | KERALA | MUSSOORIE | SRI LANKA | THAILAND | UAE

KNOW THIS

DIVAR ISLAND RETREAT
It is a family-run homestay
in a beautiful old Portuguese
mansion on the island. Located
in the main village, the 12
individually decorated rooms are
arranged around a pretty
garden and pool.

FORT NAROA
Fort Naroa in Divar island is one
of the best places for sightseeing
in Goa. Built by the Muslims, it
was abandoned in 1834 and is
now in ruins.

Lucila Pacheco, from Divar Island, was the first
woman to play jazz music in Bombay

Church
of Saint
Mathias,
Divar
Island, Old
Goa

CHURCH OF OUR
LADY OF COMPASSION
The Church is known for an
impressive facade with an
engagingly simple interior. The
ceiling is picked out in plain white
stucco designs, and the windows
are set well back into the walls,
allowing only a dim light to
penetrate into the church.

DABOLIM AIRPORT
Dabolim Airport Goa is located
just 26 kms from Velha (One of
the 3 ferry points to Divar). Prepaid taxis are readily available at
Goa airport.
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of the Goa. “Water is mainly drawn from
wells which is better in quality than in
all of Goa. And nature here will dazzle
you. You get to see migratory and exotic
birds as well as picturesque landscapes,”
Bostock added.

MUSICAL CAMARADERIE
The island is also rich with music as it has
produced some famous musicians like Jose
Mathias Pacheco, a pianist who also tuned
pianos and other instruments in Chennai
and Colombo. He left behind more than
100 pianos when he passed away in 1976.

HIGH ON CARNIVAL
Every year on the fourth Saturday
of August, this Island celebrates the
Bonderam festival. It is the only time of
the year when this otherwise quaint and
serene island comes alive with thousands
of tourists visiting, including Goans and
travellers from around the globe.

Lucila Pacheco, from Divar Island, was the
first woman to play jazz music in Bombay
during 1940s and was associated with allstar band of Mickey Correa and AngloIndian band of Ken Mac. In the 1960s, she
introduced the Hindi film industry to their
first electronic instrument — the Solovox.

This festival is the island's version of
the Goan carnival with each section
of the village displaying their float at
the parade which circles around the
entire region with loud and melodious
music. These floats at the parade are
accompanied by colourfully dressed
youngsters.

Another musical genius from this
Island was Anibal Castro, regarded as a
legendary trombonist of India. He got
associated with the Hindi film industry
in the 1950s, and performed in India and
abroad with legends like Mohammad
Rafi, Pandit Shivkumar Sharma, and
Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia.

AXE BRAND
UNIVERSAL OIL

The best companion and
ideal gift when you travel

OFF-SHORE SYDNEY

SYDNEY
THE BUCKET LIST TRIP
If you haven’t thought of it already, the possibility of visiting iconic
sights, sampling seafood, walking along the coast, exploring the
rocky caves and dining at the chic restaurants will inspire you to add
Sydney to your bucket list
Words : Riaan Jacob George

I

t’ll never be anything less than
overwhelming for first-timers
travelling to Sydney who get
completely mesmerised at the
first sight of the iconic Sydney
Harbour Bridge towering over the water
or the Sydney Opera House, a spectacle
featured in every Hollywood or Bollywood
movie shot in Australia.
But there is more to Sydney than just iconic
monuments and cricket. It also happens
to be an enchantingly picturesque city

and a photographer’s paradise. The
cultural variety that travellers can uncover
while walking on the Sydney coastline, in
terms of restaurants, shops and cafes, is
just stunning. If you’re a romantic, you
must have gasped at the sight of the
Sydney skyline in many a sappy romantic
comedy films. And the view is even better
in person. It is no less magical than the
sights in Europe.
Here are 10 such dazzlingly spots in Sydney
that first-time travellers must visit:

OFF-SHORE SYDNEY

01

WATSONS BAY AND
THE SOUTH HEAD

This is definitely one of Sydney’s
most unique and charming
neighbourhood, besides being an
iconic beach of sorts. Hop on a
ferry from Circular Quay towards
Watsons Bay to the northeastern end of the city. Watsons
Bay is now an upscale residential
neighbourhood
but
tourists
love it for its beach, waterfront
restaurants and cafes. Don’t forget
to make a lunch stop at the iconic
Doyle’s restaurant, which has been
serving Sydney’s best fish and chips
for five generations.
Once you discover the area
around Watsons Bay, head
towards the South Head, which
is a two-kilometre wide entrance
to the Sydney Harbour. Part of the
Sydney Harbour National Park,
the walk towards the Gap (the
harbour entrance), will lead you to
some of the most dramatic views
of the Pacific Ocean. One can see
the Sydney skyline in the distance.
The Macquarie Lighthouse at the
tip of the South Head makes for
some great photo-op. This area
has clearly marked walking trails
and is dotted with tiny, quiet
beaches where you are free to
take a dip in the water or even
polish your surfing skills.
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02

ICEBERGS DINING ROOM
AND BAR BONDI

If you’re looking for a bar with a view
then this one is irresistible. This chic
restaurant and bar gets its name
from the famous Bondi Icebergs
Club, above which it is located.
These famous Bondi public pools
have been an iconic part of Sydney
for over 100 years. While the pools
are still functional today, the bar is
where all the action takes place. It
has an open-air terrace that overlooks
the vast sprawl of Bondi Beach,
with the swimming pool and the
Pacific Ocean right below your eyes.

03

I love coming home
to Sydney. Spending
time with family at the
Sunday barbecue is
the best.
– Hugh Jackman, Actor

BONDI-COOGEE COASTAL WALK

Bondi Beach is arguably the most iconic beach to surf
on earth. The Bondi neighbourhood is quite charming
and bustling with quaint coffee shops, restaurants and
surfing schools. The highlight, however, is the BondiCoogee Coastal Walk, which is a breathtaking 6 km
marked trail that goes from Bondi to the next beach of
Coogee. The walk is best enjoyed at a slow pace over a
few hours. It’s an easy-to-moderate stroll between
Bondi and Bronte, which gets hillier and slightly more
strenuous after that.

OFF-SHORE SYDNEY

NOT TO MISS IN SYDNEY

LUNA PARK
Luna Park is located at Milsons
Point, on the northern shore of
Sydney Harbour. With spectacular
views of the harbour, Sydney's
much loved Luna Park is a superbly
restored 1930's amusement park
where you can have a great time.

04

OVOLO 1888 DARLING HARBOUR

Known as Sydney’s ‘Most Instagrammable
Hotel’, the Ovolo 1888 Darling Harbour is one
of the trendiest spots in the city. As its name
suggests, the building dates back to 1888 and
was once a wool warehouse by the harbour.
But it was later bought over by a Hong

Kong-based hotel chain, Ovolo and has been
revamped to accommodate 90 rooms that are
quirky, with modern interiors, but the outside
remains true to the old architectural style. The
hotel is located in the Pyrmont district, right
next to Darling Harbour.

ANGEL PLACE SYDNEY
It's an alleyway that leads to a
concert venue located just off Martin
Place. But around the corner, there
is an art exhibit installed overhead
- a collection of empty birdcages,
a symbol of the bird's life that once
inhabited the area. Both during the
day and when illuminated at night, it’s
a beautiful piece of Sydney’s history.

05
ROYAL NATIONAL PARK
It's less than an hour's drive from
the city centre. Whether you want to
swim, trek, picnic, bike ride or just get
out of the city for the day, the Royal
National Park provides an
adventure-filled day.
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GEORGE STREET

One can’t visit a beach city and not have
seafood, that’s sacrilege! So, unless you are
allergic, there are a variety of delicacies of
lobsters, crabs, prawns, mussels and other
sea fish at George Street, Sydney. There is
a variety of restaurants and cafes here that
serve fresh-out-of-water seafood.

06

MRS MACQUARIE’S CHAIR

Sydneysiders will tell you that this is the
spot you need to visit if you want to get
the quintessential Sydney photograph. Mrs
Macquarie’s Chair is named after the wife of
Sydney’s governor, who enjoyed sitting on a
hand-carved rock bench on this peninsula
jutting out into Sydney Harbour.

OFF-SHORE SYDNEY

?

DID YOU KNOW

Sydney has the seventh-largest
number of people who were not
born in Australia and a growing
population with

75%
of immigrants.

07

CIRCULAR QUAY

The Circular Quay happens to be a major hub for local trains and ferries. From the Quay, you can catch
a ferry to most of Sydney’s waterfront suburbs, including the buzzing Manly district, with its beach
side promenade. Along Circular Quay, towards the Opera House, you will find a string of fashionable
bars and restaurants. The Opera Bar is one of Sydney’s most panoramic restro bars, with sweeping
views of the Harbour Bridge.

08

Over 200 films have been shot in
Sydney including Hollywood as
well as Bollywood.

Each and every pipe of the Grand
Organ placed in the Sydney Opera
House is named individually.
That is a total of

10,154
names.

The Sydney Harbour Bridge, at
134 metres, is the world’s largest
but not the longest steel arch
bridge. It was officially opened in
March 1932 amid much fanfare
and is affectionately nicknamed
'The Coat Hanger'.
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09

SYDNEY WILDLIFE
WORLD
Located near the Darling
Harbour, this is a haven
for tourists and animal
enthusiasts as all those
hours of watching
Kangaroos and Koalas
on National Geographic
will have finally paid
off. Here, visitors are
not allowed near the
animals, but you can
relish the sight of a baby
kangaroo and others
from a distance.

BEST THIN
CRUST PIZZA

Right next to the Wildlife
World is this restaurant
called Hugos. Other than
offering fine dining and a
picturesque view, this place
also serves the best pizzas
in the world. And, above all,
it is a vegetarian-friendly
place, with live music.

10

BICYCLE RIDE

Just as walking for hours on a beach
can be more relaxing than exhausting,
riding a bicycle from Sydney National
Park to Manly Beach is the best way
to de-stress. Also, if you are lucky, you
might spot a pod of whales, breaching
off the coast.

AVIATION QUIZ
3. Which is the busiest Airport in India?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS CATALYST

KNOWLEDGE @ WHARTON
DOES INDIA NEED A RADICALLY DIFFERENT APPROACH FOR

RAPID GROWTH?

I

ndia recently went through
major upheaval when the
government launched a sudden
demonetization exercise last
November
and
overnight
rendered `500 ($7.40) and `1,000 notes
as illegal currency. The move was aimed
at curtailing tax evasion, counterfeiting,
terrorism and corruption in the country.
This, in turn, is expected to stimulate
long-term economic growth. But not

everyone is convinced, and strong
camps have emerged in favor of and
against the move. The effectiveness of
demonetization remains to be seen.
Meanwhile,
India’s
successful
transformation into a 21st century
knowledge economy will depend on how
well it performs in diverse areas such
as technology, education, health care,
urbanization, innovation, manufacturing,

entrepreneurship, skill development
and job creation. At the 2017 One Globe
Forum in New Delhi, experts tried to zero
in on actionable insights which could
help overcome India’s myriad challenges
and boost the country’s journey towards
becoming a knowledge economy. “We are
running out of time. We need to address
our challenges boldly and decisively if we
do not want to fritter away opportunities
that come rarely in the life of a nation,”

CURRENT AFFAIRS CATALYST

said Major Dalbir Singh, chairman —
organizing committee, One Globe
Forum, and senior advisor, Forum of
Federations, Canada.
Take manufacturing. The government’s
‘Make in India’ initiative launched
in September 2014 aims to take
manufacturing to 25 per cent of the
country’s gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2025 from around 17 per cent
at present and create 100 million jobs.
There have been similar efforts earlier.
In 2004, for instance, the government
set up the National Manufacturing
Competitiveness Council. Two years
later, this council came out with a
national strategy for manufacturing
with an objective to raise the share of
manufacturing in GDP to 30-35 per cent
by 2015. The needle is yet to move.

“We are running
out of time. We
need to address
our challenges
boldly and
decisively if we do
not want to fritter
away opportunities
that come rarely
in the life of a
nation.”
–Dalbir Singh

In a session titled “Make in India: creating
a 100 million jobs by 2022,” moderator
Mahendra Bapna, senior advisor at
the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)
Jodhpur, observed that for manufacturing
to take off, India needs to “move beyond
rhetoric and create a clear strategy
and favorable policy environment and
improve the ease of doing business.”
He listed five important steps for the
government: stop “tax terrorism,”
improve infrastructure, reform labor
laws, invest in technology education
and skills development, and ease land
acquisition. According to Bapna, the
sectors of defense, electronics hardware,
construction, health care and agro
industries need to be topmost priority for
policy makers.
Building on this, Makarand Chipalkatti,
managing director of Dr. Chips
Consulting, added that it is critical to also
improve the ease of starting and closing a
business. “This helps to de-risk decisions
and results in faster setting up of
manufacturing units.” According to CVR
Murty, president of IIT Jodhpur, a strong
technical education system is an absolute
imperative to boost manufacturing. “It
needs to be run professionally and has to
be student-centric and outcome-based,
and not the current faculty-centric
model,” he said.
Ashok Atluri, chairman and managing
director of defense industry technology
firm Zen Technologies, gave a different
perspective. Citing the example of Apple’s
iPhone, he pointed out that the value of
any intellectually intense product is in
its design and development, and not in
its manufacturing. Atluri noted: “Unless
we move up the value chain and focus
on design and development, we will be
in trouble. Our policies need to be driven
towards encouraging companies to focus
on these two aspects.”
In a discussion on artificial intelligence
(AI), robotics and jobs, Vikram Chachra,
CEO and managing director of investment
firm Eight Capital, cautioned that as AI
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?

DID YOU KNOW

INFRASTRUCTURE
India is the fastestgrowing large economy
in the world, and the
government has set itself
a target of investing $377
billion in infrastructure
over the next three years.
The country has focused
on developing a capable
local market, and strong
financial and technical
capability.

and robotics enter manufacturing, there
will be a major impact on jobs. “The blue
collar jobs will be the first to go,” he said.
In the future, even India’s IT services
industry could be at risk, he added. “At
the end of the day, you are using a lot
of logic to write code, so if AI becomes
smart enough, then it can easily replace
all these people [in the IT services
industry]. One could see many different
jobs across industries completely
wiped out.”
THROUGH A NEW LENS
Urbanization is another area which
needs strategic rethinking. In 2008,
around 340 million people were living in
Indian cities. This number is expected to
grow to 600 million by 2030. How can
Indian cities equip themselves to meet
the demands of such rapid urbanization,
especially given the current dismal state
of urban infrastructure?
Raghav Chandra, former chairman of
National Highways Authority of India
and currently secretary of the National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes,
pointed out that in India the focus has
primarily been on developing rural
areas. As a result, cities have largely
been neglected; there is inadequate
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In 2008, around 340 million people were
living in Indian cities. This number is
expected to grow to 600 million by 2030
governance and short-term master
planning. Chandra said, “Master planning
is done at the whims and fancies of
political masters, whereas it is such a
technical task that it requires a fulltime,
dedicated authority which will look at
all technical parameters and all aspects
of master planning purely on merit.”
Chandra also noted that historically the
country’s education system has been
focused more on architects and not on
planners. This needs to change. “We
require many more planners, and we also
need schools for project management,”
he added.

In the area of public healthcare, experts
suggested that even as India builds its
capabilities in curative care, it needs
to focus more on basic hygiene and
preventive care. Vidur Mahajan, associate
director of Mahajan Imaging, pointed
out: “We put in a lot of money into the
latest technologies and treatments
and training, but all this is negated by
open defecation.”
Mahajan argued that India must start
using
artificial
intelligence-based
technology in healthcare. According
to him, around 20 to 30 per cent of the
work that a general physician does can be

AVIATION QUIZ
4. Name the only Indian Prime Minister who could fly a plane?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.
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easily done by robots. “Why not look at
health kiosks run by robots and trained
community health workers, especially in
rural areas where there is an acute lack of
general physicians?” he asked.
Harpal Singh, mentor and chairman
emeritus of Fortis Healthcare, a chain of
specialty hospitals in India, noted that
public health goes beyond just health
issues and needs to be viewed in terms of
livelihood and productivity. He suggested
that the government think of “public
wellbeing” as a completely separate
area. This must include aspects such as
sanitation and waste management, city
planning, transportation, etcetera. “The
skills needed for this are beyond what
is taught in medical schools. There is a
total lack of experts who understand the
various aspects of public wellbeing. We
need to build both the requisite skills and
also the political will to bring about this
transformation.”
NEW BUSINESS MODELS
Discussing the future of India’s IT services
industry, Som Mittal, former president
and chairman of industry association
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Indian IT firms “are
seen as being very
good at following
[instructions]….
We need to position
ourselves as
problem solvers,
as people who can
predict the future.”
–Jagdish Mitra

NASSCOM, stressed that with rapid
changes in technology like digital, Internet
of Things, artificial intelligence, automation
and robotics, and also the protectionist
measures being adopted by the U.S., Indian
IT firms need to rethink their business
models. “If we stick to the same models
that made us successful earlier, we will be
in big trouble,” he cautioned.
Jagdish Mitra, chief strategy and
marketing officer at IT firm Tech
Mahindra, pointed out that with

technology being all pervasive, there
is a paradigm shift in the way clients
are buying IT services. “The biggest
challenge is that the buyers have
changed. We no longer sell to the CIOs
(chief information officers) and the
CTOs (chief technology officers) of the
world. We now talk to chief marketing
officers, chief product officers, chief
commercial officers and so on. This
requires completely different strategy
and skills.” He added that there is
another big change that the Indian IT
services industry needs to make, and
that is in terms of its brand positioning.
“Our current brand positioning is one
of being execution-oriented. We are
seen as being very good at following
[instructions]. We need to change
this. We need to position ourselves as
problem solvers, as people who can
predict the future.”
Ashok Trivedi, managing partner at
Swat Capital and cofounder of iGate
Corporation and Mastech Corporation,
said that in the next 15 to 20 years
there will be more innovation in the
world than what has happened in the
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past 100 years. Pointing out that there
are many new technologies like genomics
which are on the cusp of becoming great
industries, he said: “Given India’s strength
in knowledge-based sectors, I think India
can take a lead in genomics in the same
way in which it did in the IT industry.”
NEW-AGE EDUCATION
Another big challenge for India is in the
field of education. How can the country
prepare its children for the rapidly
changing 21st century? What should newage education comprise?
Manit Jain, co-founder and director of
The Heritage Group of Schools, which
emphasizes
experiential
learning,
said that educators need to “focus on
developing social intelligence and creative
intelligence and not so much on content
intelligence and narrow intellectual
intelligence that has been the focus
traditionally.” Jain listed empathy, ability
to reconcile differences, perceptiveness
and understanding cultural differences as
important qualities.
Children, he added, need to be exposed
not just to the latest technologies
but also to the large underprivileged
population in order to “build the level of

HIGHER EDUCATION
IN INDIA
India has one of the largest
network of higher education
institutions in the world with

666
39,671
universities and

colleges

“For India to
grow rapidly, it
needs radical
transformation. And
it needs political
and administrative
will to enable this. A
status quo approach
will not work.”
–Amitabh Kant

social intelligence that will enable them to
solve real problems.” Developing creative
intelligence, he said, would require
deeper levels of engagement than our
traditional model of education allows.
“It is not possible for children to develop
original thinking when they are being
constantly bombarded with content and
are constantly being tested. This model
does not give them any time to develop
their own perspectives,” he noted.
In the concluding keynote address,
Amitabh Kant, CEO of NITI Aayog
(National Institution for Transforming
India), said that if India has to reap the
advantage of its demographic dividend
(72 per cent of its population is below
the age of 32) and transform itself into
a 21st century knowledge economy, it is
imperative to grow at 9 to 10 per cent per
annum, year after year, for a three-decade
period. Pointing out that over the past six
decades since independence, India has
made itself a very complicated place for
doing business, Kant said that the country
“needs to dismantle a lot of this regulatory
framework” and make it easy and simple
for people and businesses to create
wealth. “One of the key things is that we
must have policies that enable us to have
consistency and predictability over a long
period of time.”
Kant listed some other critical steps
that India must undertake: open up
its economy in a big way and become
an integral part of the global supply
chain, strengthen its position as a center
for global innovation, create jobs-led
growth through entrepreneurship and
manufacturing, invest in urbanization
and use technology to leapfrog in various
sectors. “For India to grow rapidly, it needs
radical transformation. And it needs
political and administrative will to enable
this. A status quo approach will not work,”
he concludes.
"Republished with permission from Knowledge@
Wharton (http://knowledge.wharton.upenn.
edu), the online research and business analysis
journal of the Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania.”
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ELEPHANTS
THE GENTLE GIANTS OF INDIA
In a country obsessed with tigers and lions, these gigantic
mammals often get overlooked. Their royal walk, man-like family
bonds and amicable demeanour are only few of the qualities that
make these majestic creatures intriguing
Words & Images : Mike A Johnsingh

Nagarhole. Let's embark on a journey to
know more about these majestic beasts...

tuskers from time immemorial in the lives of
kings and their armies in India.

JAIPUR
This mammoth journey starts from
Jaipur which is an amazing place to see
elephants transport people up the Amber
Fort, an important monument in the Pink
City. But for more characteristic photo
ops, one must visit the pond adjoining
the fort wall where these elephants are
bathed every morning. The colourfully
painted elephant rising out of the water
with the fort ramparts as the backdrop
reminds you of the part played by these

NAGARHOLE NATIONAL PARK
Situated in the two districts of Mysore and
Kodagu in the state of Karnataka, it was
originally constituted into a sanctuary in the
year 1955. It is a great habitat to meet wild
elephants. According to the official records,
there are around 1,500 wild elephants living
in this sanctuary. There are more female
elephants here compared to their male
counterparts. The summer months are
the best to see these elephants from close
around the Kabini reservoir.

Image credit: Shutterstock

I

ndia has numerous surprises up its
sleeve, they are varied, multi-hued,
quaint but nevertheless enchanting
to the observant. Among the
diverse ‘road blocks’ on the Indian
highways and bylanes nothing amazes us
more than a tusker quietly walking through
a crowded city like Jaipur or Delhi or on
the Golden Quadrilateral sharing ‘tyre
space’ with the huge trucks and zipping
cars. Photography enthusiasts often find
themselves chasing elephants both on
the road and across wildlife reserves in
the country such as Corbett, Kaziranga,
Rajaji, Bandipur, Periyar, Mudumailai and

SPECIAL STORY

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL
PARK, ASSAM

Reports claim that a total of

JAIPUR
Elephant rides offer a special
experience at Amber Fort in
Jaipur. There are a total of

130

JIM CORBETT NATIONAL
PARK, UTTARAKHAND
There are a total of

1,035

1,267
wild elephants are
residing at Kaziranga

wild elephants
living in this
habitat

elephants that take
travellers to and fro

JIM CORBETT NATIONAL PARK
While this park is more popular as a
tiger reserve, elephants living here are
just as majestic. They are part of the
migratory population that also lives in
Rajaji National Park. Earlier, there were
fewer elephants in Corbett but their
population in the park has increased
significantly in recent decades. Although,
they are present throughout the Park,
these elephants are most easily sighted
NAGARHOLE NATIONAL
PARK, KARNATAKA
Nagarahole landscape is
spread over nearly 1,500 sq
km and harbours nearly

1,500
2,000

to

elephants

MUDUMALAI NATIONAL
PARK & WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY, TAMIL NADU
The sanctuary has
more than

200
elephants
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in Dhikala chaur, Phulai chaur, and near
the Saddle Dam. The reservoir in the park
attracts the elephants in hundreds. You
get to see many squealing playful young
ones running across the grassland to
meet cousins and aunts which feels much
like watching a human family reunion.
It is also one of the few national parks
wherein tourists can enjoy the wildlife
while riding on the back of elephants. The
elephant safari in Jim Corbett National
Park is a special treat for travellers who
prefer ambling over the lowlands atop
these majestic beasts to explore the
wilderness of the park instead of riding
on haggard and rumbling jeeps which are
otherwise used for jungle safaris.
MUDUMALAI NATIONAL PARK &
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
The Theppakkadu elephant camp in
Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary in Tamil

SPECIAL STORY

Every Saturday and Sunday, elephants in Mudumalai Wildlife
Sanctuary compete in athletics and football matches for tourists

“We currently face
the risk of losing wild
elephants during my
lifetime. We need to
take urgent action
to save one of the
planet’s most majestic
species”
-Barack Obama
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Nadu, is one of the best elephant camps
in India. Every year in May, a jumbo
mela is organised for the elephants in
this sanctuary. During this carnival, the
camp has a festive atmosphere in the
evenings when tourists from all over the
world eagerly watch jumbos being fed
millet, chana, salt, jaggery and coconut
for dinner. In fact, the dinner tables
have name tags for every elephant. Size
and age do have its privileges in this
function as the largest elephant gets
the largest share.
Interestingly, these elephants perform
puja for Lord Ganesh in the wee hours
of the morning, everyday. In addition to
the summer festival, every Saturday and
Sunday, elephant shows are held in the
camp for tourists who enjoy watching
these elephants compete in athletic
competitions and football matches. One
could also feed them sugarcane around
lunch time.

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK
Located about 190-km away from Assam’s
main city Guwahati, the Kaziranga National
Park is a UNESCO World Heritage site for
conservation of wildlife. Although, the park is
famous for its one-horned rhino population,
it is also famous for its elephants. According
to the forest department of the park, there
are as many as 1,267 elephants living at the
Kaziranga National Park.
Here too, elephant safaris are the best
way to view other animals amid the tall
elephant grass and swamps. Early morning
is the best time to catch a glimpse of these
animals, as during daytime most of them
disappear in the shade to avoid the heat.
Every year, an elephant festival takes place
at the Kaziranga National Park in Assam
for the conservation and protection of
Asiatic elephants. The festival is jointly
organised by the forest department and
the tourism department of Assam.

TRAVEL TRAIL

AMRITSAR

HYDERA BAD

Map not to scale

GOA

KOLK ATA

GASTRONOMIC

PILGRIMAGE
Culinary adventures await travellers in every part
of India given the diversity of its cuisine. Head
to the five cities we have picked and take your
appetite along to enjoy the flavours of India
Words : Mini Ribeiro

W

AHMEDABAD

e are in a day and
age where hoards
of chic restaurants
and fancy cafes
are catering to
all kinds of palates and diets in metro
cities across India. So, it may seem a bit
unusual when it is suggested that to
truly gratify your inner gourmand, you
must go back to the streets of these five
cities. But trusts us, it will be worth it.

Lassi, the quintessential Punjabi yogurt
drink, churned in an earthen matka (pot),
served in a tall glass, laced with malai on
top, is not only refreshing, but satiating
too. It is available all over the city, but it
is the small hole-in-the-wall places at
street corners, that offer a memorable
experience. One should ideally head
to Surjan Singh Chowk or near Regent
Cinema to gulp down the favourite drink
of Amritsar.

AMRITSAR
This holy city, strewn with eateries at
every nook and cranny offering local
flavours, is a natural haven. The classic
taste of Amritsar goes hand-in-hand
with a welcoming sense of hospitality
around the finest eating places here both street side, as well as in restaurants.

'Kulcha land' is what many call Amritsar
in jest, but the tandoor-baked flaky
bread stuffed with potatoes and served
with spicy cholas (chickpeas), is the
raison d’etre to be in Amritsar. The best
way to round off a hearty meal is to have
phirni - the rice, flour and milk based
creamy pudding.
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A paranomic view of the famous Victoria Memorial in the heart of Kolkata

Kolkata’s cuisine is
best experienced in
small, local joints in
each area

Non-vegetarian fare too, is quite
exciting in Amritsar. Kababs, keema
paranthas, tandoori chicken, mutton
tikka, fish Amritsari are popular here.
Maqbool Road and Lawrence Road are
a carnivore’s haven. The meat served
here is well-marinated with ginger
garlic paste, sprinkled with freshly made
garam masala and grilled to perfection.
From the use of local ingredients to
myriad cooking styles and the oodles of
warmth with which the food is served in
Amritsar, makes it stand out.
KOLKATA
Kolkata offers a plethora of vegetarian
and
non-vegetarian
street
food
delicacies that can revv up your palate.
Available from the wee hours of the
morning, the kochuri (deep-fried
puri filled with dal) and aloo sabzi is
the ubiquitous street-side breakfast
offering. Some of its variations include
hing kochuri and koraishutir (green peas)
kochuri. Wash this off with tea served in
an earthen bhand or khullad.
For mid-meal breaks, go for Fish Fry
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- a fillet of bhetki wrapped in spices
and deep fried in mustard oil, and
Rolls - basically a maida (refined flour)
parantha shallow fried on a tawa and
filled with either egg, chicken, mutton
or fish along with copious amounts of
onion rings, green chillies and topped
with dry spice powder before being
rolled and served wrapped in a paper.
Nizams, near New Market, is the
favourite place of many for these rolls.
The Mughlai parantha is another musttry snack of the city. Every locality has
its favourite food joint that supplies
this maida parantha stuffed with
keema and coated with egg, served
with spicy potatoes. Apart from the
regular delicacies one should try the
Kosha mangsho, a slow-cooked mutton
preparation with onions which impart a
sweetish flavour to it, cooked in mustard
oil. Pair this with crisp luchis (puris) and
you have a winning combination. While
there are several places famed for their
food offerings in Kolkata, this city’s
cuisine is best experienced in small,
local joints in each area.

TRAVEL TRAIL

DID YOU KNOW
AMRITSAR

MASTERCHEF
RECOMMENDS
Master Chef Ranveer Brar
recommends the jalebis at
Gurdas Jalebi, as these are
syrupy, sweet and fried to
perfection. These stand out
as the syrup of the jalebis is
quite thin and yet the jalebis
are crisp.

KOLKATA

FINE DINING
If street food is not your
calling, then head to Aaheli,
at Peerless Inn Hotel for an
authentic Bengali thaal or
Kewpie’s, an iconic restaurant
famed for its Bengali fare.

HYDERABAD

ORIGIN OF BIRYANI
“Biryani is an Iranian
innovation which
was developed in
the Deccan under
the Qutub Shahis. It
has no history in North
India, except that it migrated
from the Deccan." - Master
Chef Mujeebur Rehman

GOA

FENILIOUS
One can’t leave Goa without
trying its local brew, famously
known as Feni. Found in
two varieties; Cashew and
Coconut, each has a distinct
flavour and appeal.

AHMEDABAD

NOT JUST VEG
The culinary tide is slowly
turning in this vegetarian
city. One can tuck-in some
carnivore fare with haleem or
khichda at Bhatiyar gali and
keema samosas at Mirzapur.
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A glimpse of
the famous
Charminar of
Hyderabad
on a busy
day

HYDERABAD
The culinary discoveries one can make
in this city of Nizams are unmatched,
especially delectable meat dishes
including biryani, nalli nihari, paya soup,
chaap and haleem.
The aromatic biryani is available in all the
narrow bylanes of the city. One can opt for

the kacche gosht ki biryani slow-cooked
dum version, which is a medley of spices,
yogurt, saffron and of course mutton
or chicken along with basmati rice. The
aroma wafts and fills your nostrils as
soon as the purdah or atta covering is
removed. Some of the preferred options
for authentic Hyderabadi biryani are
Bawarchi on RTC Cross Road, Hotel
Shadab in Ghansi Bazaar, Café Bahar and
Mohini Restaurant in Basheer Bagh.

Haleem or a preparation with meat,
dal, cracked wheat, laced with ginger,
green chillies, onions and cashew nuts
served piping hot in a bowl is another
comforting dish savoured in Hyderabad.
Savoury treats apart, the city doesn’t lag
behind when it comes to hidden gems
in the form of unique, but traditional
desserts. Qubani ka meetha (apricot
soaked in sugar syrup and nuts) and
Lauki ki Kheer (bottle-gourd pudding) are
characteristic dishes of this place.

In the past, chefs would marinate the meat before
heading to the battlefield and cook the biryani once
they returned to their tents in the evening

Using coconut oil, milk
and pulp in flavouring
dishes is unique to
Goan food

Above: A
mesmerising
view of a
beach in Goa;
Right: Inside
view of the
Hutheesing
Jain Temple in
Ahmedabad

GOA
While shacks are the popular hotspots
for tourists, in reality, old Portuguese
homes converted to family-run eateries
are actually the best, as the food here is
authentic. Some of the mouth-watering
authentic dishes include, red rice served
with fish or prawns curry, a fiery fish
recheado, pork vindaloo with copious
amounts of vinegar, and of course
and chicken cafreal. Also, try out the

delightful dessert Bebinca, the layered
sweet or perhaps alle belle, the meltin-the-mouth coconut and local black
jaggery pancakes.
If your appetite has not been sated with
these typical Portuguese-Goan offerings,
head to places like The Ritz Classic in
Panjim or Anant Ashram in Vasco, famed
for their Konkan food offerings.
AHMEDABAD
The food in this city is hearty and
traditional, mostly vegetarian, made using
local ingredients. From the small round
thick rotla, to the spicy methi thepla, and
from the deep fried puri, millet bhakhri
to the sweet chana dal and jaggery-filled,
ghee laden puran-poli, unique breads are
an integral part of a Gujarati meal.
A different kind of sweet flavour to
balance the spices used in cooking, is
prevalent in almost all the delicacies.
Gordhan Thal and Agashye are places
that figure on every traveller’s list for
authentic Gujarati meal. Ghari and
Khakhra are typical favourites. Daldhokli, chevdoh, dhokla, khaman, bhusu,
fafda, dhokli, papdi, and sev mamra are
also preferred ones.
During winter, one should try Undhiyo a medley of fresh vegetables like beans,
papdi, yam, etc., cooked in an earthen pot.
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KHAN
THE HOLLYWOOD

With a theatre background and critically acclaimed movies like Haasil, Paan Singh Tomar,
Piku, The Lunchbox and many more, Irrfan Khan is not your conventional, run-off-the-mill
hero. But his success, both in India and on the international platform, proves that there
is more to acting than just bulging biceps and singing songs around trees
Words : Archana Sharma
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I

rrfan Khan started his career
with street plays, struggled to
become even a renowned theatre
artist, touched new milestones
in Bollywood and finally made a
mark in Hollywood! Padma Shri awardee
Irrfan Khan's versatile acting chops have
impressed filmmakers from all corners
of the globe. In recent years, apart from
winning a national award for his 2013
blockbuster Paan Singh Tomar, he has
also nabbed critically acclaimed roles
in big Hollywood franchises like Jurassic
World, the Amazing Spider-Man series,
Ron Howard's Inferno and others.
Despite all the success and accolades, the
actor believes in remaining grounded. He
has always appreciated success and fame
but never let success get to his head. That
is what has ensured that he has his feet
firmly on the ground and does not get
carried away.
Born and brought up in Jaipur, Irrfan was
fascinated with the world of theatre and
actors even as a child. Initially, he had
to make do with performing in street
plays in his home city. However, in those
days, he only got to do impressions of
Bollywood actors. However, his appetite
for acting was not satisfied by mimicking
others so he went to Ravindra Manch,
the training school for aspiring actors in
the Pink City.
By the early 90s, Irrfan arrived in
Mumbai to pursue his passion of acting
in the magical world of Bollywood. But
like most struggling actors without
connections in the industry, he too
wasn't flooded with film offers. In fact,
most people don't recall that this Indian
star of Hollywood had initially appeared
on the small screen in shows like

1

AWARD SHELF
In 2011, Irrfan received the
Padma Shri, India's fourth
highest civilian honour for
his contribution in the field
of art.
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Chanakya, Bharat Ek Khoj, Banegi Apni
Baat and Chandrakanta, among others.
While he did appear in a few independent
films throughout the 90s, it was not
until 2003 that his performances
started garnering the attention of the
who's who from Bollywood. He had
two back-to back critically acclaimed
performances in Haasil and Maqbool
that established him as a legitimate
character actor and he has never looked
back since.
ROYAL LEGACY
Born and brought up in the land of kings
and queens, Irrfan loves Jaipur from the
bottom of his heart. Although he has
travelled across the globe, it is still his
favourite destination. He shares, “Each
and every lane in this city narrates a royal
tale of its own. The royal legacy seen
here is hard to find in any other part of
the world. The Pink City is as majestic
as it is magnanimous with an old-world
enigma, even other cities in Rajasthan
can't compete with.”
SPORTS
Irrfan's loves watching soccer/football
and tennis. By his own admission, he
used to follow Indian football, much
before it was 'cool' to do so. At that
time, there was no Indian Super League
and no foreign football stars appearing
to lift the popularity of sport in India.
But the actor is glad that his love for
the sport is now being reciprocated by
millions in the country. In international
football, other than watching matches
of the Indian football team whenever he
gets the time, Irrfan religiously follows
the FIFA World Cup and the UEFA
Euro Cup that take place once every
four years.

Irrfan received the National Film
Award for Best Actor in the 60th
National Film Awards in 2012 for
his performance in Paan Singh
Tomar.

“The Pink City is
as majestic as it is
magnanimous with an
old-world enigma”

3

The actor has also won the 2014 Asian Film
Award for Best Actor, 3 International Indian
Film Academy Awards, 3 Filmfare Awards,
an Independent Spirit Award nomination and
various international honours.

PEOPLE PERSONALITY

HOLLYWOOD
LIFE

Life of Pi (2012)
Irrfan played the grown
up version of the lead
character - Piscine Patel.
The film was nominated
for 10 Oscar awards and
won four, including best
director for Ang Lee.

The Amazing
Spider-Man (2012)
The movie made a whopping
$757.9 million at the global
box-office and Irrfan played
an Oscorp executive, who
was the immediate boss of
the Dr Curt Connors, the
main villain played by Rhys
Ifans.

Jurassic World (2015)
He played an important
character, that of Simon
Masrani, CEO of the
Masrani Corporation and
the owner of the Jurassic
World. The film was a huge
success and made over
$1.6 billion worldwide.

Inferno (2016)
He played the character of
Harry ‘The Provost’ Sims,
head of The Consortium.
The film is the sequel to
The Da Vinci Code and
Angels & Demons, and is
the third installment in
the Robert Langdon film
series.
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Actor Irrfan Khan enjoys wildlife safaris, especially
one on the back of an elephant

In tennis too, the actor always keeps himself
updated with the results and upcoming
tournaments. Among all the grand slams,
Wimbledon is his favourite.
TRAVELLER'S DAIRY
Exploring the wilderness and serenity of the
forest are Irrfan's definition of a holiday. By
his own admission, nothing excites him more
than getting lost in the thickness of a forest.
He also enjoys wildlife safaris, especially one
on elephants. It incites him and connects
him to his roots in Jaipur, where an elephant
ride is an integral part of the city's ethos.

preservation of art and culture in India and
has started an NGO, Sannidhya. It aims at
restoring the pristine art and culture of India,
which he feels is losing its sheen with time.
He believes that changing time is leading to
disappearance of age-old heritage of our
country, which is appalling.

The opportunity to go for a forest walk
is something that he rarely chooses to
miss. For him, it is time for reflection and
rejuvenation. He admits, “On such walks
one can find many new perspectives and
change existing ones.”

FAMILY BOND
It's all about family for Irrfan, that takes
priority above all else. For him, his greatest
teacher in life was his mother while his father
was his only hero. His children are enamoured
by the world of entertainment and he has
apprehensions if they choose to pursue a
career in it. However, he feels at this point in
their lives they should try and explore every
opportunity that presents itself. Meanwhile,
he admits that his wife, Sutapa and him are
partners in crime and she is also the biggest
support system in his life.

ART AND THEATRE
If you review his acting performances over the
years, the precision, focus and versatility, it is
not a surprise to hear about his endearment
for plays. Theatre is where it all started for
him and it still holds a very special place in his
heart. Even today, he loves watching a play
written by William Shakespeare or Alfred
Hitchcock. He is also concerned about the

BOLLYWOOD: CHANGING LANES
He believes that Bollywood is undergoing
a paradigm change. According to him, a
new generation of audience has come up
that loves to see various experiments and
character-driven movies being made by
new-age filmmakers. Simultaneously, there
is a new genre of story writers emerging to
narrate newer stories in different genres.

FASHION TRENDS

DESIGNING A

LEGACY

After carving a niche in the fashion world, ace designer Wendell Rodricks
has handed over his label to his prodigy to turn his 450-year-old home into
a museum of Goan costumes
Words : Kritika Dhawan

G

oan
designer
Wendell
Rodricks has earned the title
of 'Guru of Minimalism' for
his work over the years and
has pioneered the concept of
resort-wear and eco-friendly garments in
India. After bidding farewell to the ramp,
he is now working rigorously on turning
his heritage home into a textile museum
of Goan costumes. The museum will be
a treasure trove of Goan fashion and will
exhibit the apparel and accessories of its
community.
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You studied styling and fashion in Los
Angeles and Paris, what made you
come back?
I wasn't sure about coming back initially,
but after finishing my education, I was
looking to do a job in Paris itself. However,
an incident happened that changed my
aspirations. Among the job interviews
that I appeared for, I once met a lady at
a boutique who reviewed my portfolio
and said, “From these designs it is evident
that you are talented, however, I see no
essence of your country in your designs.”

Indian woman inspires
me to make clothes.
She is the reason why
I am a designer
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That very moment I had an epiphany that
I have to put India in my clothes first and
for that I needed to come home.
You were the second fashion designer
in India to get the Padma Shri award.
How did you feel?
I was so happy when Ritu Kumar got hers,
she was the first from our industry to
be bestowed with such an honour. But
I never even dreamt that I was next in
line, probably because fashion is thought
of as a frivolous industry by most. I
was happy, but less for myself and
more for the industry as a whole. Many
other designers and stylists deserve
recognition and it is long due. I had hoped
that my award, following that of Ritu's
will have a domino effect for the Indian
fashion fraternity.
Still being at the peak of your game,
what made you hand over the reins?
I think it's imperative for a designer to
move on to newer challenges while he/
she is still on top. A lot also depends on
finding an ideal person you trust to hand
over your label. In my case, I was lucky to
have Schulen Fernandes. She has been
with me for years and understands the
ethos and philosophy of this label and
has also spearheaded projects in the past
for my label.
Tell us about the progress on the
Moda Goa Museum. Your thoughts
behind establishing it.
I have been researching about traditional
Goan attires since 2000. I have also been
collecting related stuff since I began
my research. After my book Moda Goa
was launched, I had decided to open a
museum and realised that the best place
to set it up is in our ancestral home in
Colvale, Goa. We have moved out of the

1

SHORT TAKES
Upcoming projects
My next book 'Poskem' will be out
this year and so will a silver Padma
Thali for Hamilton Silver. Towards
the year end, we are planning a show
at the world's largest organic fair.
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2

Apart from the fact that we should
be responsible towards protecting our
planet, there is also a growing clientele
keen to wear eco-friendly clothes. At my
Goa shop, we also have a room reserved for
eco-friendly clothes. It is called 'The
Eco Room'.

I had hoped that
my award will have
a domino effect
for the Indian
fashion fraternity
house, Casa Dona Maria, our 450-yearold ancestral home. Meanwhile, work is
progressing relentlessly to turn it into the
Moda Goa Museum by 2018.
You have revived the traditional Goan
Kunbi sari. What design modifications
have you made?
Kunbi is the only sari Goa had, but it
was no longer being woven. I decided to
revive it and give it a new avatar. I made
the sari with eco-dyes, retained the
lines and removed the check print. To
make the sari design more minimalistic,
I eliminated the dobby edges and made it
eco-friendly and lighter than the original.
Interestingly, we already have a waiting
list for the sari at the flagship store.
Share your thoughts about
eco-friendly garments.
We must build a more responsible world.

Hobbies
Writing, listening to
music, working for
social causes and
environmental issues,
trekking and travelling.

3

What was the philosophy behind 'An
ode to the rose in cubist avatar' at
Amazon India Fashion Week autumn/
winter 2017?
My prodigy, Schulen presented The
Cubist Rose for my label in a path
breaking collection that celebrates
the rose in a new cubist avatar. It is a
symphony of reds, oranges, pinks and
purples off-set with teal green, nude
peach and pale blue. The Cubist Rose
cuts a striking colour palette for autumn
winter. At the core of the collection is not
just a rose but the various interpretations
in cut metallic leather, layered organza,
floating georgette, satin silk, structured
cotton satin, silken linen, Bemberg slub
weave, poly crinkle and lush pashmina
wool. The garments reflect the art of
Cubism in keeping with the geometric
philosophy of Wendell Rodricks.
Innovations in design include jacket
dresses, Cubist petal collars, 3D elevated
leather cutwork, harlequin technicolour
blocking, angled silhouettes and hems.
After the success of your memoir,
The Green Room, are you planning to
author another book?
At the moment I am working on a
new book about 'Cutting on Squares'
which will guide readers on how to use
Indian geometry to cut clothing. It is
an interesting perception on how to
take the Indian method of cutting to an
international platform. It will change the
syllabus of pattern making.

Someone in the fashion industry who
inspires you
The Indian woman. She is the reason
why I am a designer. She inspires
me to make clothes and also cotton,
especially Malkha cotton.

4

Favourite read
These days I am reading
2004 Booker Prize winning
book, The Line of Beauty by
Alan Hollingshurst. It is a
stunningly beautiful read.

AERO DYNAMICS

DYNAMICS OF

FLYING HIGH

People have always wondered what keeps an aircraft in the air.
After all it is a metal cylinder weighing over 4,00,000 kg. So, lets
delve deeper into aerodynamics and propulsion to understand
how does an aircraft fly...
Words : Laxman Suthar, Treasurer, AMA

ABOUT AERO
MODELERS
ASSOCIATION
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Aero Modelers Association or
AMA is the first National body
for Aeromodelling in India,
an associate member of Aero
Club of India (ACI). What binds

T

he most amazing feeling while
flying is to lookout of your
window as the aircraft takes off
or when it touches down while landing.
However, most of us aren't aware how
this man-made machine is able to defy
gravity. Here is a sneak peek into what
makes your aircraft rebel against the
laws of physics.
TAKE OFF
During the 1700s, Daniel
famous scientist, showed
that flows faster over a
create less pressure on

its members — who come
from different walks of life —
together, is their love for flying.
Some of AMA members are
pilots and aviation professionals.

Bernoulli, a
that a fluid
surface will
the surface

AMA has taken an educational
initiative by taking Aeromodeling
to the school level, to familiarise
the young with the subject of
aviation. www.amai.in

AERO DYNAMICS

TERMINOLOGY
Four primary forces that keep
an aircraft in the sky:

01
02
03
04

Thrust is a force that
moves an aircraft in the
direction of the motion.
Air is pulled in and
then pushed out in an
opposite direction.
Drag is the force that
acts opposite to the
direction of the motion.
Weight is the force
caused by gravity.
Lift is the force that
holds an airplane in
the air.

than the fluid that flows slowly. This
concept later came to be known as
'Bernoulli's Principle'.

raising the elevators causes an airplane
to climb higher into the sky. This
process is called Pitch.

Air is a physical substance and has
weight, it has molecules that are
moving constantly and as a result
creates pressure. Fast moving air has
less pressure while slow moving air
has more. The wings of an aircraft have
been designed in a way to make the air
move faster, over the top edge of the
wing. Consequently, the air pressure
decreases on the top edge compared
to the bottom edge. The difference in
pressure creates a force on the wing
that lifts it up into the air which, in
turn, lifts the aircraft.

Yaw: It is the turning of a plane. Rudder
works to control the yaw of the plane.
When the rudder is turned to one side,
the airplane moves accordingly. The
airplane's nose is pointed in the same
direction as the direction of the rudder.
The rudder and the ailerons are used
together to make a turn.

FLIGHT CONTROL
In order to turn an aircraft in an
efficient and fully-coordinated manner,
a pilot has special controls that can be
used to fly the plane. There are levers
and buttons to change the yaw, pitch
and roll of the plane.
Roll: Aircraft wings have ailerons
(rectangular flaps at the back of the
wings). To roll the plane to the right
or left, the ailerons are raised on one
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“When everything seems
to be going against
you, remember that the
airplane takes off against
the wind, not with it”
– Henry Ford

wing and lowered on the other. The
pilot controls the roll of the plane by
raising one aileron or the other with
a control wheel. Turning the control
wheel clockwise raises the right aileron
and lowers the left aileron, which rolls
the aircraft to the right and vice-versa
for turning left.
Pitch: In order to climb higher or descend
lower, the pilot adjusts the elevators on
the tail. Lowering the elevators causes
an airplane's nose to drop, sending the
plane into a downward path. Similarly,

FLIGHT WINGS
Wings are the most important liftproducing component of an aircraft.
They vary in design depending upon
the aircraft type and its purpose. Most
airplanes are designed in a way that
the outer tips of the wings are higher
than where the wings are attached to
the fuselage. The upward angle is called
the dihedral and helps keep the airplane
from rolling unexpectedly during the
flight. Modern aircraft use winglets on
the tip of the wings to reduce drag. When
air flows past it, due to the difference in
curvature of its upper and lower parts,
lift is generated, which is responsible
for balancing the weight of the plane
allowing the body to fly.

TECH-KNOW INNOVATION

PROTECT YOUR

PRIVACY

Working on a classified business document or simply watching a movie
while aboard a flight, no one wants to have prying eyes on their screen.
Here's how you can protect your screen
Words : Adish Jain

W

e all hate it when our
neighbours on the
flight try to sneak a
peek into our phone,
laptop or other
electronic gadgets. For one, it’s an invasion
of privacy but more than that, it’s just
plain rude. The situation gets worse when
a chatty gentleman next to you strikes up
a conversation, sharing tips on making the
presentation more ‘colourful’ that you may
be working on or starts discussing the plot
of the show that you might be watching.
However, with evolving technology and
innovative products you can now keep
your screen safe from prying eyes.
PRIVACY SCREENS FOR LAPTOPS
Working on a business document at
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a public area is always risky as it may
contain sensitive data. If you too work
while flying, chances are that you
share similar concern. 3M has designed
a screen-guard for your laptop that
'blacks out' side-angle views. Using
3M’s Microlouver technology, this thin
film screen-guard blocks the side views
outside the 60 degree viewing angle.
While the screen is clearly visible to you,
the visual hackers don’t get to see what’s
there on the display.
A good alternate for 3M privacy filter is the
Targus Privacy Screen that blocks viewing
beyond 30° from the center line, keeping the
peeping toms at bay. Other than blocking
outsiders’ view of your screen, this has an
anti-glare screen coating for comfortable

viewing experience and it filters blue light
that reduces eye strain. Like any screen
protector, this also safeguards screen from
scratches and smudges.
PRIVACY SCREENS FOR IPAD
The moment you put on those headphones,
it’s a telltale sign to ‘leave me alone unless
you are the cabin crew’. All you want to do
is enjoy your movie or that show in peace.
The TechArmor 4-way privacy screen
protector increases the chances of this
serenity. The 4-way privacy feature turns
the screen slightly dark, making it difficult
to see from side angles. Its Dual-Louver
technology works no matter how you hold
your iPad. Not only does it protect your
iPad from snooping, it also protects it from
scratches like any other screen guard.
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AKGEC

Affiliated to Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical University (AKTU), Lucknow
Accredited by NAAC

Be part of the unmatched record breaking performances in the College
that enables students to realize their full potential

www.akgec.org
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MILESTONES

INNOVATIVE PROJECTS BY STUDENTS

MCA Master of Computer Application
MBA (AKGIM - Code : 820)
Marketing
Finance

Human Resource (HR)
International Business

UNMATCHED AND UNBEATABLE RECORDS
BY STUDENTS DURING 2016

TECH-KNOW INNOVATION

3M SCREEN GUARD

Available on multiple online
e-stores in sizes ranging
between 25.65cm (10.1) to
43.94cm (17.3). Price starts from

`1,800

for the 25.65 cm screen size.

TARGUS PRIVACY
SCREEN

Available in screen sizes
ranging between 30.73cm (12.1)
to 43.94cm (17.3). Price starts
from approximately

`2,500

TechArmor 4-way privacy
screen protector

`2,599

BodyGuardz SpyGlass
Privacy Screen Protector

`5,299
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These innovative accessories keep your screen safe
from prying eyes on flights and other public areas
If, however, you have a tablet instead of
an iPad, 3M has got you covered with the
same technology as that of the laptop.
PRIVACY SCREENS FOR YOUR
SMARTPHONE
A smartphone has become much more
than just a communication device in
the last few years. Like most, you too
might have your credit card information,
e-wallet details and sensitive data stored
in it. Accessing these details while being
in such close proximity with multiple
strangers can get you anxious.

The BodyGuardz SpyGlass Privacy
Screen Protector does a good job of
keeping your phone’s screen for your
own to look at. Available for most
of the flagship Samsung and Apple
handsets, the privacy screen is a twoway privacy film incorporated into the
gloss-finish glass that obstructs an
onlooker’s view past 45 degree. It is
slim, can also absorb the impact of a
drop, all this without hampering the
touch interface. Starting at `5,299,
these privacy screens are available at
most of the e-stores.

AVIATION QUIZ
5. Which international airport in India has the shortest runway?
Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Five lucky winners will win prizes.

PHOTO FRAMES

CITY OF LOVE

VENICE

Arguably Europe’s most enticing city, Venice is nothing
short of a picturesque experience throughout for
visitors and a paradise for lovers. With astonishing
architecture in its backdrop, this city on water is an
unparalled haven for shutterbugs
Photos: Mike A JohnSingh

ENCHANTED VIEW

Image credit: Shutterstock

Venice, the capital of northern Italy’s
Veneto region, is built on more than
100 small islands in a lagoon in
the Adriatic Sea. It has no roads,
just canals – including the Grand
Canal thoroughfare – lined with
Renaissance and Gothic palaces.

PHOTO FRAMES

A VINTAGE SIGHT
A canal in Venice, with old Venetian
buildings lining its banks, reflects
the glory of Venetian architecture.
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PHOTO FRAMES

THE GRAND VOYAGE
A boat cruises in the Grand
Canal with the iconic Basilica
di Santa Maria della Salute
in the back on a fine spring
day in Venice.

PHOTO FRAMES

MONUMENTAL DOME
The dome of Basilica di Santa Maria
della Salute was an important addition
to the Venetian skyline and it soon
became emblematic of the city,
inspiring painters like Canaletto, JMW
Turner, John Singer Sargent, Francesco
Guardi, and the Serbian poet Laza
Kostić to write a poem of the same title.

CRUISE ALONG
Tourists on a motorboat are cruising along
the Grand Canal which snakes through the
city of Venice in a large S shape, travelling
from the Saint Mark Basin to a lagoon near
the Santa Lucia rail station.
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PHOTO FRAMES

MADE OF GLASS
Captivating pieces of
glass art, from figurines
to chandeliers and wine
stoppers, you'll find it all
here. Murano, the island
in Venice is famous for the
centuries-old art of glass
making that originated in
the 8th century Rome.
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SCENIC CANAL IN VENICE
Glide through the evocative
narrow back canals of San
Marco, dominated by towering
palaces and punctuated by
delicate bridges to travel back
in time and experience Venice
as the Venetians did when the
Gondola was the main mode of
transportation.
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LEISURE ART & LITERATURE

SANTINIKETAN
AN ABODE OF LEARNING

On the Bengali polymath's 156th birth anniversary, let's explore Santiniketan, a
place of peace and zen in West Bengal that was expanded by Rabindranath Tagore
into a thriving centre of art, education and internationalism
Words : Anupam Chanda

P

opularly known among
the Bengali community as
Gurudev, Nobel laureate
Rabindranath Tagore, singlehandedly reshaped the
music and literature of West Bengal. Born
in Kolkata in an affluent Brahmin family,
Rabindranath was the youngest in the
family who turned out to be an eminent
poet, visual artist, playwright, novelist,
and composer. He gave a complete new
dimension to Indian literature and music
in late 19th and early 20th century.

110 | Vistara | May 2017

He was also Asia's first person to be
awarded with the Nobel Prize in 1913 for
his exemplary work in art and literature.
His composition ‘Jana Gana Mana’ was
adopted as the national anthem of India.
INCEPTION AND ROAD TO FAME
In 1862, Gurudev’s father Maharishi
Debendranath Tagore came across a
landscape which he found very peaceful
and ideal for meditation. He bought
the land and renamed it Santiniketan,
which means abode of peace. In the next

few years Maharishi build a hermitage
or ashram in the town and it became
a spiritual centre where people were
invited to meditate. This Upasana Griha
or prayer hall stands within the university
complex even today decorated with
marble stairs leading up to the wroughtiron structure with it’s multi-coloured
Belgian glass windows.
Santiniketan’s real fame came in 1901,
when Rabindranath started his famous
experimental school, Patha Bhavana.

?

DID YOU KNOW
A strong admirer of
Gandhi for his ideas
on nationalism, it was
Rabindranath Tagore
who conferred the
title of ‘Mahatma’ on
Gandhi to honour him.

The school hoped to tear down barriers
between students and teachers and
worked on the assumption that education
must go beyond the confines of the
classroom. Patha Bhavana grew into the
Visva Bharati University in 1921, attracting
some of the most creative minds in
the country. Visva Bharati is one of the
country’s foremost schools, offering
a holistic scheme of education from
nursery to PhD level. It includes several
schools of learning including music, fine
arts, education, and rural reconstruction.
Classes are still held under the shade of
sprawling mango trees where, as Tagore
envisioned and wrote, ‘the mind can have
its own dreams’.
INSPIRATION AND ADMIRATION
Tagore was heavily influenced by
Santiniketan’s landscape and people.
One can spend many sultry hours reading
through his creations under the shade of

the mango trees that line the Kopai River,
which is featured prominently in the
poet’s work.
It was Tagore who named the area
Khoai, around the river. It is a word
for the laterite formations in the area
that resemble undulating craters.
Khoai is about a half hour walk from
the university campus with Tagore’s
powerful inspiration from the place
splashed all around in bold frames
right out of his poetry, his novels and
his music. The red mud paths, the tribal
men working in the fields, the women
returning home, the group of children
running around their colourfully painted
mud houses, the mustard fields or even
the Saraswati puja (worshipping the
Hindu goddess Saraswati – known as the
goddess of knowledge, wisdom, music,
art and learning) all of which appears in
his novels, songs and paintings.

A round mud
hut with a
thatched roof
built around
a taal tree
(toddy palm)
in Santiniketan

Rabindranath
attended a number
of Indian National
Congress sessions
in Calcutta (Kolkata)
where he composed
songs and sang
during India’s
freedom struggle.
‘Jana Gana Mana’ was
the opening song for
the second day of the
Congress Session
in 1911, and later it
was adopted as our
National Anthem.
Tagore is the only
person who has
written National
Anthems of two
countries – India and
Bangladesh, and
is also the creative
inspiration behind the
national anthem of Sri
Lanka.
Tagore has
contributed a
prodigious output of
about 50 dramas, 100
books of verse, 40
volumes of novels and
shorter fiction.

Classes are still held under the shade of sprawling mango
trees where, as Tagore envisioned and wrote, ‘the mind
can have its own dreams’

In 1915, Tagore was
awarded knighthood
from the British
Crown with the title
of Sir. However, he
renounced that title
after following the
Jalianwala Bagh
massacre in 1919.
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AMAZING FACTS
At Patha Bhavan, as the
school in Santiniketan was
called, children sat on
hand-woven mats beneath
trees that they were
allowed to climb and run
beneath during breaks.

Nature walks and
excursions were a part of
the curriculum, special
attention was paid to
natural phenomena and
students were encouraged
to follow the life cycles of
insects, birds and plants.

Indian economist and
philosopher, Dr Amartya Sen,
who was also awarded the
Nobel prize in 1998 has also
studied at Santiniketan in his
early days.

Santiniketan is credited
with taking the first path
breaking step in the field
of education away from
textual and exam-oriented
knowledge imparted in
closed classrooms.
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(Above)
Baul singers;
(Right) A
sculpture by
Ramkinkar
Baij

Every nook and corner of Santiniketan, every
tree, every bird rejoices Tagore’s creations. It’s
like visiting an ocean of knowledge. Every tree
and every structure has a story to tell. Tagore's
innumerable poems and paintings were created
here. He was always inspired by the smallest of
things. There are stories here about him writing
poems and also singing them as songs without
a composer giving melody.
For Rabindranath, who was essentially a poet
and artist, the realisation and the expression
of beauty was the supreme objective in human
life. His concept of beauty, according to true
Indian tradition, was inseparably connected
with truth and goodness. Whatever is true and
noble in life, nature and art is beautiful.
He believed that aesthetic sensitiveness, in its
true sense, is a fundamental aspect of spiritual
education. A proper aesthetic culture includes
the perception and expression of the beautiful
in human life and social conduct, as well as in
art and literature. Rabindranath stated that
man's sensory encounter with the environment
is as important as his mind's enquiry into its
inner mystery, and any worthwhile society
must provide for both.
CONTINUING THE LEGACY
The landscape of Santiniketan is also dotted
with creations of Ramkinkar Baij and Nandalal
Bose (the pioneers of modern Indian sculpture
and key figures of Contextual Modernism)

with their larger than-life figures of Santhals
and their lives depicting their reality as part
of the landscape. Pupils of Tagore shaped
Santiniketan going by Tagore’s thoughts
following his demise.
The beauty of the place stems from the
splendour of its natural setting and its
dazzling heritage. Set amidst the vast rustic
landscape, rain fed rivulets and patchy
forests of palash, sal, mango with customary
palm trees, this place stands as an authentic
botanist’s paradise.
For Tagore, the challenge was to invent a
language that could successfully reach out to
the masses about the richness of thought and
the inspirations drawn from this land. It is the
bridge between the local and the global that
Tagore transcends today with his literature
and social reforms which are clearly visible in
and around Santiniketan. In his experimental
school of Viswa Bharati, Tagore’s mission
was to create a zone of bonding that would
sensitise the urban population to the plight of
the rural milieu. It’s here that the philosophy
of the Baul became so vital for him.
Travelling to this land is perhaps the closest
that one can get to experience that essence.
An immensely rich and culturally stimulating
experience for anyone who would want
to bask in the glory of Tagore’s creativity
and intellect.

LEISURE TRAVEL

HOW TO PACK IT

SMART

Peak summer has arrived and city dwellers are busy hunting cooler
destinations for weekend getaways or even for a longer holiday. However,
travelling can be made comfortable by packing the smart way
Words : Mia Gandhi

P

acking is an art, unique to
every traveller but some
tips can help in doing it
right. It is best to always
travel light. If your bag
feels heavy while you are carrying it
out of your house, then you probably
have too much stuff. While carrying
less cargo certainly has its benefits, you
shouldn't fall short of essential items.
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One has to keep a balance. Even the most
seasoned travellers agonise over how to
limit excess baggage. Packing requires
practicality, carefully choosing what
items to pack and strategically organising
them into one compact carry-on.
DOCUMENTS AND ESSENTIALS
Ideally, you should keep your ID, money
and credit cards in a security pouch.

Keep limited currency in your wallet.
Carry photocopies of your ID, visa and
credit cards with you but in a separate
compartment from the real ones (the
idea being that if you lose one, you still
have the other). Copies can also be
scanned and kept on a USB thumb drive
(preferably encrypted).
Tip: Consider 'buddy packing' where your
travel partner keeps your important
photocopies and you keep theirs.
PACKING NON-FORMALS
Rolling clothes instead of folding them
will save tons of baggage space. Rolling
works well with pants, skirts and
sports shirts and t-shirts. Lay the item
face down, fold back the sleeves and
then roll from the bottom up. All rolled
items should be placed at the bottom
of the bag with formal items arranged
neatly and tightly at the top of your
suitcase.
Stack the bulkiest items, such as pants
and sweaters, into the corners of your
bag to distribute weight evenly and
then continue compiling rolled items at
the center of your bag. Empty space in
a suitcase will make your clothes shift
around and wrinkle faster.
Tip: Roll tightly, if done carefully you can
cut the space your clothes take up by half.
This method resists wrinkling too.

FOLD FORMALS TOGETHER
In order to keep your formal wear wrinklefree, the best bet is folding rather than
rolling. Take two or more garments and
lay half of one pair on top of the other.
Fold the one on the bottom over the pair
on the top. Then take the other and fold
it on the top. This gives each pair some
cushion where you've folded it so it's less
likely to crease or wrinkle in the folds.
SHOES
Packing shoes has always been a challenge,
particularly for women who travel with
heels. A good approach is to pack socks
and other small garments into the shoes,
which will not only save space but will
help the shoes to stay in shape inside the
bag! If you're packing shoes (in addition
to those you're wearing), use shoe bags
to keep dust away from the rest of your
belongings.

SMART
PACKING TIPS
Roll clothes into small
rolls to reduce wrinkling.
If you have any delicate
item you want to pack just
wrap them in tissue paper.
Make sure you have all
the documents you need
for your trip packed
safely with you but easily
accessible when needed.
Placing a dryer sheet at
the bottom of your suitcase
will also keep your clothes
smelling fresh and clean
during travel.
Do not stack books
and other documents
on top of each other;
instead, spread them out
throughout your bag.

Tip: Another option is to put your shoes at
the bottom of your suitcase in-between
the handle bars.
TOILETRIES
Pack your dry toiletries in one pouch and
your liquid and gel toiletries in another
pouch. Keep your hand lotion, water,
sunglasses, ear plugs, lipstick (or lip balm),
toothbrush, floss, hair brush/comb, pen,
sticky notes, and any special medicines
and necessary items you need in the top
of your bag or in a separate hand bag.

Carry photocopies of your ID, visa and credit
cards in a separate pack from the real ones
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IN FOCUS

KAUSANI

ENCHANTING LANDSCAPES
Unblemished by modernity is a fitting first impression for this sparsely
populated town of Kausani. This hill station of Uttarakhand is better known for
natural spectacles that are on display here

I

n 1929, the father of the nation,
Mahatma Gandhi had stayed in this
quaint town, situated in Bageshwar
district in the state of Uttarakhand,
for a while and compared its
surroundings to the beautiful landscapes
of Switzerland. It is very easy to lookout of
the window early morning, watch the first
sun rays fall on the snow-capped peaks and
continue gazing into the horizon for the
rest of the day until the sun decides to call
it a day. And even then, as the orange fades
away on the Himalayas during twilight, the
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Trisul peaks resemble the iconic Paramount
Pictures logo. That is how hypnotising the
spectacles can be in this town.
Located at a ridge almost 2,000 meters
above the sea level, Kausani works as a
perfect viewing spot for Himalayan peaks
like Nanda Devi, Trishul and Panchchuli
from almost everywhere in the town.
RUDRADHARI CAVES AND
WATERFALLS
The Rudradhari Caves and Waterfalls are

also a must visit spot which is located
in the Kailash region. This picturesque
setting amidst paddy fields and pine wood
trees is barely 12 kms away from Kausani. It
is also on the way to the trekking routes of
Adi Kailash region and Trishul Parvat.
BAIJNATH TEMPLE
If you go 16 kms north of the town, you
reach the leaning stone temples of
Baijnath. Tucked away in the banks of the
Gomti river in Garur Valley, it is believed
that these temples were built overnight

Kausani works as a
perfect viewing spot for
Himalayan peaks from
almost everywhere in
the town

SOME MUST-VISIT
SPOTS IN KAUSANI
SUMITRANANDAN
PANT GALLERY
Being the hometown of the famous
Indian neo-romanticism poet
Sumitranandan Pant, Kausani houses
a museum named after him. The
museum showcases the manuscripts,
drafts and the awards received by the
great poet. It also has a library with an
interesting collection of books.

Above: Leaning stone temples of Baijnath;
Right: Tea Plantation in Kausani

during the 7th and 11th centuries AD by
kings of the Katyuri dynasty.
TEA PLANTATIONS
Kausani is also famous for its several
tea gardens and pear orchards. Kausani
tea estate has made its address 1800m
above the sea level. Its plantations are
scattered over an area of 208 hectares,
which are best known to produce some
of the richest qualities of tea. This highflavoured tea is exported to Australia,
Germany, Korea and the US. However, to
visit the tea estates in this part of India,
summer and monsoon season (April to
September) are certainly the best.

Kausani is among the best choices for
a cool getaway during the hot summer
months. The maximum temperature
doesn't exceed 25 degree celsius with
cool breeze present even during the
peak hours of the afternoon sun.
So, you don't feel fatigued by the
heat. However, if you really want
to experience the true picturesque
beauty of Kausani, you might want
to visit the place during winter when
the climate is the most exciting,
as it is chilly. But the captivating
sights of snow-capped mountains
out your window makes the cool
weather bearable.

ANASHAKTI ASHRAM
If you are a fan of Mahatma Gandhi
you might want to visit the Anashakti
Ashram, also known as the Gandhi
ashram. It is here that Gandhiji
wrote the Anasakti Yog, the gospel of
selfless action which is considered
one of his finest literary work. This
ashram was set up by his apprentice
Sarla Behen and it works for the
welfare of the Kumauni women, even
today. You can also find a gallery of
various pictures of Gandhiji.
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TAROT

MONTHLY FORECAST
aries

leo

sagittarius

Mar 21 - Apr 19

July 23 - Aug 22

Nov 22 - Dec 21

You may inherit property. There is a strong
possibility of finding a suitable partner on the
romantic front. You may be required to spend
extra hours at work. Health will prosper as
ailments will get better.
Lucky Number: 4
Lucky Colour: Lavender

Those looking to get married are likely to
find a partner. A group travel is very much on
the cards for some. Wealth is likely to come
to you from more than one source.
Lucky Number: 7
Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Determination and tact will be useful allies
at work. Avoid spicy & junk food for a while.
Your pleasing personality will catch the
attraction of the opposite sex.
Lucky Number: 2
Lucky Colour: Cream

taurus

virgo

capricorn

Apr 20 - May 20

Aug 23 - Sep 22

Dec 22 - Jan 19

Productivity at work will enable you to clear
the backlog. It is a good time for those looking
to switch companies. Previous investments
may start giving handsome returns. Don’t be
in any sort of haste while driving.
Lucky Number: 18
Lucky Colour: Magenta

Finding someone knowledgeable to discuss
a complex matter will work better for you.
It is time to strengthen family ties. Expect
rewards and recognition at the professional
front for your hard work over the years.
Lucky Number: 11
Lucky Colour: Indigo

Networking will help in securing your
professional goal. Excellent opportunities
will come your way on the career front.
Avoid spending a lot this month.
Lucky Number: 3
Lucky Colour: Baby Pink

gemini

libra

aquarius

May 21 - June 20

Sep 23 - Oct 22

Jan 20 - Feb 18

Don’t take health for granted, follow a diet
plan with lots of greens. An unexpected career
move is possible that may bring you greater
prosperity and mental satisfaction.
Lucky Number: 6
Lucky Colour: Red

Domestic life may soon become exciting,
as you plan to host a family get-together.
Opportunities for making a quick buck is on
the cards and investments will deliver well.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

Carefully scrutinize all proposals, don’t be
in any hurry to respond. Avoid getting at
loggerheads over a trivial issues. Students
are likely to fare well on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 15
Lucky Colour: Coffee

cancer

scorpio

pisces

June 21 - July 22

Oct 23 - Nov 21

Feb 19 - Mar 20

Those trying to make a venture profitable
are likely to succeed. Attending a wedding
or a function is indicated and will help in
expanding your social base.
Lucky Number: 5
Lucky Colour: Sea Green

You may need to closely supervise a task on
the professional front to avoid any mistakes.
Good investment opportunities come your
way and keep you financially strong.
Lucky Number: 8
Lucky Colour: White

You are likely to enjoy peace and comfort
with the one you love. You will do well on
the academic front. Financial prosperity
is likely to follow following a deal and will
keep you in a comfortable situation.
Lucky Number: 1
Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

MANISHA KOUSHIK, TAROT CARD READER
The specific arrangement of planets and stars at the time of your birth makes you unique. Celebrity tarot card reader, numerologist, vaastu and fengshui
expert Manisha Koushik gives an insight into what the month ahead has in store for each Sun sign. For details visit: www.askmanisha.com
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Promotion

EXPERIENCE
Pg 122

Pg 126

Pg 136

Pg 138

Vistara is all set
to include the
Airbus A320neo
to its existing
fleet

Know more
about products
and services
onboard
Vistara

Get an insight
into the
Boarding Pass
Exclusive offers
this month

The fastest
rewarding
Frequent Flyer
Program
is here

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

EMBRACING

INNOVATION

New destinations, luxurious services and a pristine flying experience have made Vistara
the most appreciated premium airline in the country. Still we continue to strive for
better and look for innovative initiatives to make your journey memorable

Celebrating the refreshing tie-up: Phee Teik Yoh, CEO of Vistara with Sumi Ghosh, CEO of Tata Starbucks accompanied by crew members of both companies

A

s we string more beads into
Vistara’s journey month on
month, it’s humbling to see
the respect and recognition
we have garnered in little
over two years. Vistara has been able to
redefine air travel in India by providing
innovative services that are value for
money yet exclusive to the customers
while also creating a mind share
worth emulation.

122 | Vistara | May 2017

The quarter started on a momentous
note as we were bestowed with the
prestigious ‘The Most Outstanding Airline
- Premium Economy & Economy’ award
at Travel & Hospitality Awards organised
by Travel and Hospitality magazine at
The Imperial, New Delhi. This award is a
reflection of our constant commitment
to offer unique products and services,
carefully tailored to suit the needs of the
discerning traveller.

Above: A look at the lavish spread and a pleasing new menu in the Vistara business class; Below: A sneak peek into the cockpit of Airbus A320neo

Vistara is the first
airline both in
South Asia and
Southeast Asia
to offer freshly
brewed coffee from
Starbucks

Transcending self-established benchmarks,
in April we further elevated our inflight
services to new heights by offering freshly
brewed Starbucks India Estates Blend
coffee at 30,000 feet. This special blend of
Starbucks coffee will be available on-board
Vistara to customers in Business Class and
Premium Economy. This makes us the first
airline in South Asia as well as Southeast
Asia to offer this service which was made
possible by the exclusive partnership in
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Left: Tom Enders - CEO of Airbus Group, Bhaskar Bhat - Chairman of Vistara, Captain Roshan Joshi, SVP – Flight Operations, Vistara, Phee Teik Yeoh, CEO of Vistara, Dr
Srinivasan Dwarakanath, President, Commercial Aircraft, Airbus in India and Mikael Hamon, General Manager – Airbus India Training Centre;
Right: VP sales in Vistara, Vishesh Khanna receiving the ‘Most Outstanding Airline Award’ for Vistara’s Premium Economy and Economy by Travel and Hospitality.

Vistara’s current
fleet of 13 aircrafts
will soon see a
brand new addition.
We are all set to
welcome our first
Airbus A320neo
known for its fuel
efficiency and
reduced carbon
emissions
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India with Starbucks. Travellers these
days expect a fine dining experience
on the flight just as they get at their
favourite restaurant or coffeehouse. In its
promise of being ‘intuitively thoughtful’,
we introduced this first-of-its-kind
service, which will delight millions of
such travellers and forever change the
definition of in-flight meal service in
domestic skies.
Last month, Vistara joined hands with
Airbus at the launch of Airbus’ first
training centre in India. As India gears
up to become the world’s third largest
aviation market, it is imperative to have
adequate world-class training facilities
to ensure a steady pipeline of proficient
pilots. This partnership underlines our
uncompromising commitment to uphold
the highest of safety standards and
operational excellence.
Our engineering team’s perseverance
and hard work bore tremendous results
this month as we were granted CAR 145
approval from DGCA to carry out our
own line maintenance. What initially
was an outsourced function now will be
seamlessly carried out in-house and it is a

big achievement for our Engineering team.
The upcoming month is no less
adventurous and holds significant
importance in Vistara’s calendar. Our
current fleet of 13 aircrafts will soon see
a brand new addition, as we are all set
to welcome our first Airbus A320neo.
The neo technology incorporates a series
of improvements including more fuel
efficiency and reduced carbon emissions
besides many other features.
Next month we are all geared up to
announce a brand new suite of offers
under our immensely popular ‘Affordable
Luxury Programme’, especially designed
for Business Class and Premium Economy
(PEY). Furthermore, our enviable suit
of ancillary products will also witness
an upgrade in the upcoming months
as our priority handling services will be
available to our valued customers at
attractive prices.
We hope to leave you thrilled with the
enhanced connectivity in our summer
schedule, increased choices in our
products and services, and delightful
technological advancements that are on
the cards.

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

126 | Vistara | May 2017

May 2017 | www.airvistara.com | 127

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

Flight Schedule
Origin

Ahmedabad

Amritsar

Bagdogra

Bengaluru

Bhubaneswar

Chandigarh

Delhi
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Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Delhi

0

UK 946

8:45

10:25

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 966

20:35

22:10

Daily

–

Bengaluru

1

UK 813

15:10

20:05

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 813

15:10

16:25

Daily

–

Mumbai

0

UK 736

16:15

18:50

Daily

–

Ahmedabad

1

UK 969

15:10

20:00

Daily

–

Bagdogra

2

UK 868

6:50

14:25

123456

–

Delhi

0

UK 969

15:10

17:25

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 868

6:50

9:25

123456

–

Delhi

0

UK 797

10:15

13:00

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 836

20:20

23:00

Daily

–

Guwahati

1

UK 868

6:50

12:45

123456

–

Guwahati

1

UK 838

10:00

14:30

Daily

–

Kolkata

0

UK 838

10:00

12:40

Daily

–

Kolkata

0

UK 898

20:45

23:25

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 786

8:45

11:00

12345

–

Delhi

0

UK 760

21:35

23:55

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 879

15:20

16:20

Daily

–

Hyderabad

1

UK 879

15:20

19:25

Daily

–

Ahmedabad

0

UK 959

6:35

8:10

Daily

–

Ahmedabad

0

UK 969

18:20

20:00

Daily

–

Amritsar

0

UK 994

13:25

14:35

Daily

–

Bagdogra

1

UK 868

10:15

14:25

Daily

–

Bengaluru

0

UK 811

6:45

9:35

123456

–

Bengaluru

0

UK 813

17:20

20:05

Daily

–

Bengaluru

0

UK 849

20:25

23:15

Daily

–

Bhubaneswar

0

UK 709

6:00

8:10

12345

–

Bhubaneswar

0

UK 781

18:50

21:00

Daily

–

Chandigarh

0

UK 830

13:45

14:40

Daily

–

Goa

0

UK 855

9:00

11:40

67

–

Goa

0

UK 847

11:10

13:45

Daily

–

Goa

0

UK 865

23:00

1:40

457

–

Guwahati

0

UK 868

10:15

12:45

Daily

–

Hyderabad

0

UK 899

13:10

15:20

Daily

–

Hyderabad

0

UK 829

7:10

9:25

12345

–

Hyderabad

0

UK 879

17:10

19:25

Daily

–

Jammu

1

UK 799

6:00

10:05

Daily

From 19th May

Jammu

1

UK 799

7:15

10:05

Daily

Till 18th May

Kochi

0

UK 885

13:40

16:55

Daily

–

Kolkata

0

UK 719

20:05

22:30

Daily

–

Kolkata

0

UK 747

7:20

9:35

Daily

–

Leh

0

UK 701

7:20

8:45

Daily

From 10th May

Leh

0

UK 701

7:20

8:45

67

Till 9th May

Origin

Delhi

Goa

Guwahati

Hyderabad

Jammu

Kochi

Kolkata

Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Lucknow

0

UK 970

11:40

12:45

Daily

–

Mumbai

0

UK 975

5:55

8:05

123456

–

Mumbai

0

UK 943

7:30

9:45

12345

–

Mumbai

0

UK 963

8:45

11:10

12345

Till 9th May

Mumbai

0

UK 995

10:20

12:25

Daily

–

Mumbai

0

UK 983

11:40

13:50

123456

–

Mumbai

0

UK 963

12:50

14:55

Daily

From 10th May

Mumbai

0

UK 963

12:50

14:55

67

Till 9th May

Mumbai

0

UK 933

15:15

17:25

Daily

–

Mumbai

0

UK 955

17:45

20:05

Daily

–

Mumbai

0

UK 977

19:00

21:05

Daily

–

Mumbai

0

UK 981

21:20

23:25

Daily

–

Port Blair

0

UK 771

4:50

8:20

67

Till 13th May

Port Blair

1

UK 747

7:20

12:30

Daily

–

Pune

0

UK 720

10:15

12:30

123457

–

Pune

0

UK 991

17:25

19:30

Daily

–

Srinagar

0

UK 799

6:00

7:25

Daily

From 19th May

Srinagar

0

UK 799

7:15

8:35

Daily

Till 18th May

Srinagar

0

UK 717

8:30

9:55

67

–

Srinagar

0

UK 743

16:05

17:35

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 864

2:15

4:55

156

–

Delhi

0

UK 856

12:15

15:00

67

–

Delhi

0

UK 884

14:15

17:05

Daily

–

Bagdogra

0

UK 868

13:20

14:25

Daily

–

Bengaluru

1

UK 897

15:05

19:35

Daily

–

Kolkata

0

UK 897

15:05

16:20

Daily

–

Chandigarh

1

UK 830

10:05

14:40

12345

–

Delhi

0

UK 830

10:05

12:30

12345

–

Delhi

0

UK 858

16:00

18:15

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 870

20:00

22:15

Daily

–

Delhi

1

UK 714

9:25

12:20

Daily

From 19th May

Delhi

0

UK 714

10:45

12:20

Daily

Till 18th May

Srinagar

0

UK 714

9:25

10:15

Daily

From 19th May

Delhi

0

UK 824

17:35

21:05

Daily

–

Bengaluru

0

UK 843

6:40

9:15

Daily

–

Bengaluru

0

UK 897

17:05

19:35

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 720

7:10

9:25

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 778

16:55

19:25

Daily

–

Guwahati

0

UK 838

13:20

14:30

Daily

–

Port Blair

0

UK 747

10:15

12:30

Daily

–

Pune

0

UK 985

0:30

3:00

Daily

–

Pune

1

UK 720

7:10

12:30

123457

–
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Origin

Leh

Lucknow

Mumbai

Port Blair

Pune

Srinagar

Destination

No. of Stops

Flight No.

Departure

Arrival

Days of Ops

Period

Delhi

0

UK 766

9:15

11:00

67

Till 9th May

Delhi

0

UK 766

9:15

11:00

Daily

From 10th May

Delhi

0

UK 933

13:20

14:30

Daily

–

Mumbai

1

UK 933

13:20

17:25

Daily

–

Amritsar

1

UK 994

10:25

14:35

12345

–

Amritsar

0

UK 735

13:10

15:40

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 930

7:30

9:35

123456

–

Delhi

0

UK 970

8:45

11:00

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 994

10:25

12:40

12345

–

Delhi

0

UK 944

14:30

16:40

123456

–

Delhi

0

UK 902

15:45

18:05

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 996

18:30

20:40

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 940

19:30

21:40

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 988

20:45

22:50

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 950

21:50

0:05

Daily

–

Lucknow

1

UK 970

8:45

12:45

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 772

9:00

12:45

67

Till 13th May

Delhi

1

UK 778

13:10

19:25

Daily

–

Kolkata

0

UK 778

13:10

15:50

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 998

13:10

15:25

123457

–

Delhi

0

UK 992

20:10

22:20

Daily

–

Kolkata

0

UK 986

3:40

6:20

Daily

–

Delhi

0

UK 713

10:30

12:10

67

–

Delhi

0

UK 714

10:50

12:20

Daily

From 19th May

Delhi

0

UK 744

18:10

19:35

Daily

Till 18th May

Jammu

0

UK 799

8:00

8:50

Daily

From 19th May

Jammu

0

UK 799

9:15

10:05

Daily

Till 18th May

Connecting Flights
Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival 1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Amritsar

946

994

8:45

10:25

3:00

13:25

14:35

5:50

Daily

–

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Chandigarh

946

830

8:45

10:25

3:20

13:45

14:40

5:55

Daily

–

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Lucknow

946

970

8:45

10:25

1:15

11:40

12:45

4:00

Daily

–

Ahmedabad

Delhi

Srinagar

946

743

8:45

10:25

5:40

16:05

17:35

8:50

Daily

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

813

969

15:10

16:25

1:55

18:20

20:00

4:50

Daily

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Bengaluru

813

849

15:10

16:25

4:00

20:25

23:15

8:05

Daily

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

813

781

15:10

16:25

2:25

18:50

21:00

5:50

Daily

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Goa

813

865

15:10

16:25

6:35

23:00

1:40

10:30

457

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Hyderabad

813

879

15:10

16:25

0:45

17:10

19:25

4:15

Daily

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Kolkata

813

719

15:10

16:25

3:40

20:05

22:30

7:20

Daily

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

955

15:10

16:25

1:20

17:45

20:05

4:55

Daily

–

130 | Vistara | May 2017

Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival 1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

977

15:10

16:25

2:35

19:00

21:05

5:55

Daily

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Mumbai

813

981

15:10

16:25

4:55

21:20

23:25

8:15

Daily

–

Amritsar

Delhi

Pune

813

991

15:10

16:25

1:00

17:25

19:30

4:20

Daily

–

Bagdogra

Delhi

Goa

969

865

15:10

17:25

5:35

23:00

1:40

10:30

457

–

Bagdogra

Delhi

Mumbai

969

977

15:10

17:25

1:35

19:00

21:05

5:55

Daily

–

Bagdogra

Delhi

Mumbai

969

981

15:10

17:25

3:55

21:20

23:25

8:15

Daily

–

Bengaluru

Delhi

Amritsar

868

994

6:50

9:25

4:00

13:25

14:35

7:45

123456

–

Bengaluru

Delhi

Chandigarh

868

830

6:50

9:25

4:20

13:45

14:40

7:50

123456

–

Bengaluru

Delhi

Chandigarh

797

830

10:15

13:00

0:45

13:45

14:40

4:25

Daily

–

Bengaluru

Delhi

Lucknow

868

970

6:50

9:25

2:15

11:40

12:45

5:55

123456

–

Bengaluru

Delhi

Srinagar

868

743

6:50

9:25

6:40

16:05

17:35

10:45

123456

–

Bengaluru

Delhi

Srinagar

797

743

10:15

13:00

3:05

16:05

17:35

7:20

Daily

–

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

786

969

8:45

11:00

7:20

18:20

20:00

11:15

12345

–

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Amritsar

786

994

8:45

11:00

2:25

13:25

14:35

5:50

12345

–

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Chandigarh

786

830

8:45

11:00

2:45

13:45

14:40

5:55

12345

–

Bhubaneswar

Delhi

Srinagar

786

743

8:45

11:00

5:05

16:05

17:35

8:50

12345

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Ahmedabad

879

969

15:20

16:20

2:00

18:20

20:00

4:40

Daily

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bengaluru

879

813

15:20

16:20

1:00

17:20

20:05

4:45

Daily

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bengaluru

879

849

15:20

16:20

4:05

20:25

23:15

7:55

Daily

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

879

781

15:20

16:20

2:30

18:50

21:00

5:40

Daily

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Goa

879

865

15:20

16:20

6:40

23:00

1:40

10:20

457

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Kolkata

879

719

15:20

16:20

3:45

20:05

22:30

7:10

Daily

From 13th
May

Chandigarh

Delhi

Kolkata

879

719

15:20

16:20

4:00

20:20

22:30

7:10

Daily

Till 12th May

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

955

15:20

16:20

1:25

17:45

20:05

4:45

Daily

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

977

15:20

16:20

2:40

19:00

21:05

5:45

Daily

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Mumbai

879

981

15:20

16:20

5:00

21:20

23:25

8:05

Daily

–

Chandigarh

Delhi

Pune

879

991

15:20

16:20

1:05

17:25

19:30

4:10

Daily

–

Delhi

Kolkata

Guwahati

747

838

7:20

9:35

3:45

13:20

14:30

7:10

Daily

–

Delhi

Guwahati

Kolkata

868

897

10:15

12:45

2:20

15:05

16:20

6:05

Daily

–

Goa

Delhi

Guwahati

864

868

2:15

4:55

5:20

10:15

12:45

10:30

156

–

Goa

Delhi

Leh

864

701

2:15

4:55

2:35

7:20

8:45

6:35

156

Goa

Delhi

Lucknow

864

970

2:15

4:55

6:45

11:40

12:45

10:30

156

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

864

717

2:15

4:55

3:35

8:30

9:55

7:40

6

–

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

864

799

2:15

4:55

1:05

6:00

7:25

5:10

156

From 19th
May

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

864

799

2:15

4:55

2:20

7:15

8:35

6:20

156

Till 18th May

Goa

Delhi

Srinagar

856

743

12:15

15:00

1:05

16:05

17:35

5:20

67

–

Guwahati

Bagdogra

Delhi

868

969

13:20

14:25

0:45

15:10

17:25

4:05

Daily

–

Hyderabad

Delhi

Amritsar

830

994

10:05

12:30

0:55

13:25

14:35

4:30

12345

–

Hyderabad

Delhi

Srinagar

830

743

10:05

12:30

3:35

16:05

17:35

7:30

12345

–

Jammu

Delhi

Ahmedabad

714

969

10:45

12:20

6:00

18:20

20:00

9:15

Daily

Till 18th May

Jammu

Delhi

Bengaluru

714

813

10:45

12:20

5:00

17:20

20:05

9:20

Daily

Till 18th May

Jammu

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

714

781

10:45

12:20

6:30

18:50

21:00

10:15

Daily

Till 18th May

Jammu

Delhi

Hyderabad

714

899

10:45

12:20

0:50

13:10

15:20

4:35

Daily

–

Jammu

Delhi

Kochi

714

885

10:45

12:20

1:20

13:40

16:55

6:10

Daily

Till 18th May

Jammu

Delhi

Kolkata

714

719

10:45

12:20

7:45

20:05

22:30

11:45

Daily

13th May - 18th
May

Jammu

Delhi

Mumbai

714

933

10:45

12:20

2:55

15:15

17:25

6:40

Daily

Till 18th May

Jammu

Delhi

Mumbai

714

955

10:45

12:20

5:25

17:45

20:05

9:20

Daily

Till 18th May

Jammu

Delhi

Mumbai

714

977

10:45

12:20

6:40

19:00

21:05

10:20

Daily

Till 18th May

Jammu

Delhi

Pune

714

991

10:45

12:20

5:05

17:25

19:30

8:45

Daily

Till 18th May

Kolkata

Delhi

Amritsar

720

994

7:10

9:25

4:00

13:25

14:35

7:25

Daily

–

Kolkata

Delhi

Chandigarh

720

830

7:10

9:25

4:20

13:45

14:40

7:30

Daily

–

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

933

7:10

9:25

5:50

15:15

17:25

10:15

Daily

–

–
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VISTARA EXPERIENCE

Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival 1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

963

7:10

9:25

3:25

12:50

14:55

7:45

67

–

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

963

7:10

9:25

3:25

12:50

14:55

7:45

12345

From 10th
May

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

983

7:10

9:25

2:15

11:40

13:50

6:40

123456

–

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

720

995

7:10

9:25

0:55

10:20

12:25

5:15

Daily

–

Kolkata

Delhi

Mumbai

778

981

16:55

19:25

1:55

21:20

23:25

6:30

Daily

–

Kolkata

Delhi

Srinagar

720

743

7:10

9:25

6:40

16:05

17:35

10:25

Daily

–

Leh

Delhi

Ahmedabad

766

969

9:15

11:00

7:20

18:20

20:00

10:40

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Ahmedabad

766

969

9:15

11:00

7:20

18:20

20:00

10:40

Daily

From 10th
May

Leh

Delhi

Bengaluru

766

813

9:15

11:00

6:20

17:20

20:05

10:45

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Bengaluru

766

813

9:15

11:00

6:20

17:20

20:05

10:45

Daily

From 10th
May

Leh

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

766

781

9:15

11:00

7:50

18:50

21:00

11:40

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

766

781

9:15

11:00

7:50

18:50

21:00

11:40

Daily

From 10th
May

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

879

9:15

11:00

6:10

17:10

19:25

10:05

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

879

9:15

11:00

6:10

17:10

19:25

10:05

Daily

From 10th
May

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

899

9:15

11:00

2:05

13:05

15:20

6:00

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

899

9:15

11:00

2:05

13:05

15:20

6:00

Daily

10 May - 18
May

Leh

Delhi

Hyderabad

766

899

9:15

11:00

2:10

13:10

15:20

6:00

Daily

From 19th
May

Leh

Delhi

Kochi

766

885

9:15

11:00

2:40

13:40

16:55

7:35

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Kochi

766

885

9:15

11:00

2:40

13:40

16:55

7:35

Daily

From 10th
May

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

983

9:15

11:00

0:40

11:40

13:50

4:35

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

933

9:15

11:00

4:15

15:15

17:25

8:05

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

933

9:15

11:00

4:15

15:15

17:25

8:05

Daily

From 10th
May

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

955

9:15

11:00

6:45

17:45

20:05

10:45

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

955

9:15

11:00

6:45

17:45

20:05

10:45

Daily

From 10th
May

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

963

9:15

11:00

1:50

12:50

14:55

5:35

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Mumbai

766

963

9:15

11:00

1:50

12:50

14:55

5:35

Daily

From 10th
May

Leh

Delhi

Pune

766

991

9:15

11:00

6:25

17:25

19:30

10:10

67

Till 9th May

Leh

Delhi

Pune

766

991

9:15

11:00

6:25

17:25

19:30

10:10

Daily

From 10th
May

Lucknow

Delhi

Ahmedabad

933

969

13:20

14:30

3:50

18:20

20:00

6:40

Daily

–

Lucknow

Delhi

Bengaluru

933

813

13:20

14:30

2:50

17:20

20:05

6:45

Daily

–

Lucknow

Delhi

Bengaluru

933

849

13:20

14:30

5:55

20:25

23:15

9:55

Daily

–

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

955

13:20

14:30

3:15

17:45

20:05

6:45

Daily

–

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

977

13:20

14:30

4:30

19:00

21:05

7:45

Daily

–

Lucknow

Delhi

Mumbai

933

981

13:20

14:30

6:50

21:20

23:25

10:05

Daily

–

Lucknow

Delhi

Pune

933

991

13:20

14:30

2:55

17:25

19:30

6:10

Daily

–

Lucknow

Delhi

Srinagar

933

743

13:20

14:30

1:35

16:05

17:35

4:15

Daily

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

930

994

7:30

9:35

3:50

13:25

14:35

7:05

123456

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Amritsar

970

994

8:45

11:00

2:25

13:25

14:35

5:50

Daily

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

930

830

7:30

9:35

4:10

13:45

14:40

7:10

123456

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

970

830

8:45

11:00

2:45

13:45

14:40

5:55

Daily

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Chandigarh

994

830

10:25

12:40

1:05

13:45

14:40

4:15

12345

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Guwahati

930

868

7:30

9:35

0:40

10:15

12:45

5:15

123456

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

994

719

10:25

12:40

7:25

20:05

22:30

12:05

12345

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

944

719

14:30

16:40

3:25

20:05

22:30

8:00

123456

From 13th
May

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

902

719

15:45

18:05

2:00

20:05

22:30

6:45

Daily

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Kolkata

950

747

21:50

0:05

7:15

7:20

9:35

11:45

Daily

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Leh

950

701

21:50

0:05

7:25

7:20

8:45

11:00

67

Till 9th May
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VISTARA EXPERIENCE

Origin

Via

Destination

Origin
Flight No.

Destination
Flight No.

Departure
1

Arrival 1

Connection
Time

Departure

Arrival

Total

2

2

Time

Days of
Operations

Period

7:25

7:20

8:45

11:00

Daily

From 10th
May

Mumbai

Delhi

Leh

950

701

21:50

0:05

Mumbai

Delhi

Lucknow

930

970

7:30

9:35

2:05

11:40

12:45

5:15

123456

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

930

743

7:30

9:35

6:30

16:05

17:35

10:05

Daily

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

970

743

8:45

11:00

5:05

16:05

17:35

8:50

Daily

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

994

743

10:25

12:40

3:25

16:05

17:35

7:10

12345

–

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

950

799

21:50

0:05

5:55

6:00

7:25

9:35

Daily

From 19th
May

Mumbai

Delhi

Srinagar

950

799

21:50

0:05

7:10

7:15

8:35

10:45

Daily

Till 18th May

Port Blair

Delhi

Ahmedabad

772

969

9:00

12:45

5:35

18:20

20:00

11:00

67

Till 13th May

Port Blair

Delhi

Amritsar

772

994

9:00

12:45

0:40

13:25

14:35

5:35

67

Till 13th May

Port Blair

Delhi

Chandigarh

772

830

9:00

12:45

1:00

13:45

14:40

5:40

67

Till 13th May

Port Blair

Delhi

Srinagar

772

743

9:00

12:45

3:20

16:05

17:35

8:35

67

Till 13th May

Pune

Kolkata

Guwahati

986

838

3:40

6:20

7:00

13:20

14:30

10:50

Daily

–

Pune

Kolkata

Port Blair

986

747

3:40

6:20

3:55

10:15

12:30

8:50

Daily

–

Pune

Delhi

Srinagar

998

743

13:10

15:25

0:40

16:05

17:35

4:25

123457

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

713

969

10:30

12:10

6:10

18:20

20:00

9:30

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Ahmedabad

714

969

10:50

12:20

6:00

18:20

20:00

9:10

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

713

813

10:30

12:10

5:10

17:20

20:05

9:35

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

714

813

10:50

12:20

5:00

17:20

20:05

9:15

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Bengaluru

744

849

18:10

19:35

0:50

20:25

23:15

5:05

Daily

Till 18th May

Srinagar

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

713

781

10:30

12:10

6:40

18:50

21:00

10:30

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Bhubaneswar

714

781

10:50

12:20

6:30

18:50

21:00

10:10

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Jammu

Delhi

799

714

9:15

10:05

0:40

10:45

12:20

3:05

Daily

Till 18th May

Srinagar

Delhi

Goa

744

865

18:10

19:35

3:25

23:00

1:40

7:30

457

Till 18th May

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

713

879

10:30

12:10

5:00

17:10

19:25

8:55

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

713

899

10:30

12:10

1:00

13:10

15:20

4:50

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

714

879

10:50

12:20

4:50

17:10

19:25

8:35

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Hyderabad

714

899

10:50

12:20

0:50

13:10

15:20

4:30

Daily

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Kochi

713

885

10:30

12:10

1:30

13:40

16:55

6:25

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Kochi

714

885

10:50

12:20

1:20

13:40

16:55

6:05

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Kolkata

713

719

10:30

12:10

7:55

20:05

22:30

12:00

67

From 13th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Kolkata

714

719

10:50

12:20

7:45

20:05

22:30

11:40

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Kolkata

744

719

18:10

19:35

0:45

20:20

22:30

4:20

Daily

Till 18th May

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

933

10:30

12:10

3:05

15:15

17:25

6:55

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

955

10:30

12:10

5:35

17:45

20:05

9:35

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

963

10:30

12:10

0:40

12:50

14:55

4:25

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

713

977

10:30

12:10

6:50

19:00

21:05

10:35

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

714

933

10:50

12:20

2:55

15:15

17:25

6:35

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

714

955

10:50

12:20

5:25

17:45

20:05

9:15

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

714

977

10:50

12:20

6:40

19:00

21:05

10:15

Daily

From 19th
May

Srinagar

Delhi

Mumbai

744

981

18:10

19:35

1:45

21:20

23:25

5:15

Daily

Till 18th May

Srinagar

Delhi

Pune

713

991

10:30

12:10

5:15

17:25

19:30

9:00

67

–

Srinagar

Delhi

Pune

714

991

10:50

12:20

5:05

17:25

19:30

8:40

Daily

From 19 May
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RECOGNISED BY UGC

20

+
Years

Legacy of Excellence
in Education

16
4
2
Institutions

Mega Campuses

Schools

State-of-the-art Programmes Offered
Infrastructure and • Agriculture
Centrally AC Campus • Architecture
• Biotechnology
Industry Supported • Computer Application
Curriculum and • Economics & Commerce
Well Equipped Labs • Education
Research - Rich
Libraries and Central
Knowledge Centre
Global Learning
Experience
Ultra- Modern
Residential and
Recreational Facilities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Engineering
Fashion Design
Hospitality & Tourism Mgt.
Journalism & Mass Comm.
Languages
Management Studies
Natural Sciences
Paramedical Sciences
Performing & Fine Arts
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Physical Education
Social Sciences
Yoga and Sports Sciences

Ferozepur Road, Ludhiana • Website : www.ctuniversity.in • Email : admissions@ctuniversity.in
Contact : +91 98140-78621 • +91 99145-11016 • +91 99145-04904 • Toll Free : 1800 1377 777

VISTARA EXPERIENCE

GET EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS
EVEN AFTER YOUR

FLIGHT

Presenting Boarding Pass Exclusives! Now, flash your
boarding pass within seven days of your travel at our
partner brands and enjoy exciting offers

RETAIL SHOPPING

5% off on transactions of `10,000 and
above (Max discount: `1000), offer
applicable only at www.croma.com (not
applicable at any offline store).
Use promo code: VISTCROM
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Flat 10% off on the
entire drinks, books, and
souvenirs category at
Delhi, Mumbai, Pune and
Bengaluru Airport stores

Get flat 10% off on all
the products at Skywater
retail stores (Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Panchkula)

Flat 15% off on Victorinox and
all other associate brands
available in Gute Reise Stores
in Delhi NCR, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai

Get flat `300 off on
minimum purchase of
`2500 and above on TATA
CLiQ Website.
Use code: VISTARACLIQ
*T&Cs apply

DINING

HOSPITALITY

Dining Offer: Flat 10%
discount on food & soft
beverages only at F&B
outlets (Buzz, Swirl
& Deli)

1. One level upgrade* on presenting
the boarding pass
2. Free dessert at any F&B outlet
along with the main course*

20% discount on body
massages, 20% flat discount
on suites and villas, 20% off
on beverages at the bar on all
days before 7 pm

Avail a special 10%* off on the best available
rate along with free WiFi using promo code
‘ZMUP10VIS’ on booking at gingerhotels.
com. Offer can also be availed by
calling 1800 266 3333 or booking directly
at the hotel. *T&Cs apply.

15% off on food bill
(excluding taxes)
20% discount on best available
rate by using promo code
‘ZUSP20VIST’ for booking Lemon
Tree Premier, Lemon Tree
Hotels and Red Fox Hotels.
Booking to be done at www.
lemontreehotels.com

1. 25% OFF against food and
beverages at The Peg
2. 15% OFF at JIVA Spa for all treatments
3. Room upgrade, subject to availability

Exclusive 10% off
on stay along with
complementary
plantation safari, birding
& nature tour, access to
golf course

1. Room upgrade to the
next level *
2. 10% discount on the
usage of the spa facilities

Offer also includes: 20%
discount on F&B (Republic of
Noodles, as per restaurant
availability), free WiFi 24x7,
buffet breakfast.

3. 10% discount on food
& soft beverages at the
restaurants*

1. Economy package for 1: Beer &
burger combo for `449 only
*Taxes exclusive | Domestic beer only!

**Terms and Conditions
Apply

2. Free* Appetiser on a purchase
of an entree
(Appetiser to be similar or
lesser value)
3. Buy One Get One Beer
(Domestic beer only!)
4. Premium package for 2:
2 Margaritas or 2 Beers + 1 Starter +
2 Main Course + 1 Dessert for `1,999
only. *All Inclusive
Offer valid across all the outlets of
Delhi, Chandigarh and Kolkata Only |
T&C apply!

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Exclusive 36% off on
any spa service

Exclusive 36% off on
any spa service

RENT A CAR

Flat 15% discount on
all services

Flat `500 off against
any body spa service
or facial service*

TRAVEL AND EXPERIENCE

Black & White
GUWAHATI ASSAM

Dining Offer: Flat 10%
discount on food and soft
beverages
only&
atWhite
F&B
Reverse
Black
outlets (Seven, Umami &
Octave) at the hotel
GUWAHATI ASSAM

`600 off on Myles
(self-drive) MVO500
20% off on
Self-Drive and
Chauffeur-Drive
Use code:
“VISTARA20”

Reverse Colour
`500 off on
Carzonrent
(premium
chauffeur driven
service) outstation
booking CVO500

GUWAHATI ASSAM

Experience the
heritage of old Delhi
like never before at
20% discount

Get 10% off on
Imagica Theme
park & water
park tickets

Package for 1: 2 pints of select
beers + 1 select appetiser
@ `399 + taxes
PackageStandard
for 2: 1 pitcher
of select
Colour
beer + 2 select appetizers @ `799
+ taxes T&C apply
GUWAHATI ASSAM

For more information, please visit www.airvistara.com and check the deals and offers section

*Terms & conditions apply
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KEY FEATURES
FASTEST EARN

Earn up to 11 CV Points per INR 100 spent

FASTEST REDEMPTIONS

Award flights starting from 2000 CV Points
and Upgrade Awards from 500 CV Points

FASTER ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

Now reach elite tiers faster basis lower of Tier
Points and flights taken in 12 month period

THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT
FLYER PROGRAM IS
HERE!
TAILORED FOR THE TRENDSETTERS AND
THE BOARDROOM HIGH FLIERS, THE ALL
NEW CLUB VISTARA IS THE FASTEST
REWARDING FREQUENT FLYER PROGRAM*
With Club Vistara, you earn CV Points based on the value
of tickets purchased, the simplest and fairest way to earn
award points. Here at Club Vistara, when you spend more,
you earn more. Club Vistara not only provides you unique
privileges but also offers you: Fastest Earn, Redemption
and Elite Tier Qualification and enhanced elite tier benefits.
As a Club Vistara member you earn CV Points beyond a
flight ticket through our airline and co-brand partners. Earn
exciting privileges and benefits on every flight as you fly
the new feeling.

HOW TO JOIN

Becoming a Club Vistara (CV) member is simple and quick. Register with CV by:
•

Visiting our website
www.airvistara.com

•

Downloading our Mobile App

•

Fill the inflight enrolment form
available with our crew.

Once enrolled, CV membership ID will be sent to your
registered email ID and your account will be automatically
activated. As a CV member, you will have access to your
personalised account through our website and our mobile
app, to easily keep track of all your transactions with us.

ENJOY PRIORITY STATUS

Check-in, Waitlist Clearance, Baggage
Handling and Airport Standby

INCREASED BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE

5- 15 kgs over and above the limit basis elite
tier status

LOUNGE ACCESS

Unrestricted access to Vistara Lounge when
you fly with Vistara

GUARANTEED RESERVATIONS
24-48 hour prior to departure

COMPLIMENTARY UPGRADE AND
LOUNGE ACCESS VOUCHERS
For use by self, friends or family

AIRLINE AND NON-AIRLINE PARTNERS
Earn and Redeem CV Points with our partners

EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES
Unconditional benefits and privileges for all
fare types

ENROLL NOW
AND EARN 500
BONUS
CV POINTS

To receive auto-credit of your CV Points, please remember
to quote your CV ID at the time of booking and check in.
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ELITE TIER QUALIFICATION

TIER EVALUATION PROCESS

Tier evaluation is in terms of tier points
or the number of Vistara flights taken, whichever
upgrades or maintains your tier status faster. Refer
the Tier Evaluation criteria below:

Elite Tier Qualification process evaluates your tier status every day by
checking the number of Tier Points earned or number of flights flown in the
past 365 days. As soon as a member achieves the criteria as mentioned in
the table, they will be upgraded to the next elite tier or retain their current
tier status. In case of a tier upgrade or renewal, you elite tier status will
be valid for 12 months. On the day of expiry of your tier, if you are unable
to move up to the next elite tier or maintain your current tier, you will be
moved to the next lower tier for the next 12 months. You continue to enjoy
CV Base privileges as our CV Base tier membership will never expire.

Tier

Tier Points
required for
Upgrade

CV Silver

15000

CV Gold

25000

CV Platinum

35000

Flights required
for Upgrade
20
OR

30
40

PRIVILEGES & BENEFITS

CV
Base

CV
Silver

CV
Gold

CV
Platinum

Earn Points on All Flights

✓

✓

✓

✓

Tier/CV Points

8 CV Points

9 CV Points

10 CV Points

11 CV Points

✓

✓

✓

✓

Up to 48 Hours Prior*

Up to 24 Hours Prior*

Priority Airport Standby
✓

Priority Waitlist clearance
Guaranteed Reservations in
Economy Class
Priority Airport Check-in

Premium Economy
Counter

Business Class Counter

Business Class Counter

Increased Baggage Allowance

+5 Kg

+10 Kg

+15 kg

Priority Boarding

✓

✓

Lounge Access

✓

✓

Priority Baggage handling

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Lounge Access Vouchers

1

2

4

Upgrade Voucher

1

3

Exclusive Offers and Promotions

✓

5

Meet & Greet

✓

No Rescheduling Fee

✓

EARNING CV POINTS

Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with us.
At Club Vistara, our conscious effort is to ensure every flying experience of yours is a memorable
one. Our higher point earning structure ensures that you are aptly rewarded every time you fly with
us. Earn CV Points based on the fare value of your ticket (base fare excluding taxes and fees). When
you spend more, you will earn more CV Points. Members can also earn CV Points with our partners.
When you fly with Vistara, simply share your CV ID at the time of booking or check-in and receive
the auto – credit of CV Points in you CV account within 24-48 hours. Your CV Points are valid for 36
months from the date of flight. Use CV Points to redeem Award Flights and Upgrade Awards. Please
refer to the table to know the CV Point accrual for Vistara flights.
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Tier

CV Points per INR 100 spent

CV Base

8

CV Silver

9

CV Gold

10

CV Platinum

11

PARTNERSHIPS
With our partners, make the most of your CV membership even when you are not
flying with us. We have carefully formed partnerships that offer you more choices to
earn and redeem CV Points
AIRLINE PARTNERS

CO-BRAND PARTNERS

Vistara now allows you to board domestic to fly international.

Earn CV Points with every swipe through Axis
Bank Vistara Credit Cards.

With Vistara, you can enjoy a hassle-free international flying experience. Being the
preferred partner for many major international flights, our relationship with them allows
you to earn and redeem CV Points on their flights.
You can earn and redeem CV Points on the following international flights:

UNDERSTANDING TIER POINTS AND CV POINTS
When you fly with Vistara, you earn CV Points that enable you to redeem Award Flights &
Upgrade Awards and Tier Points that help determine your elite tier.
Tier Points are non-redeemable and are valid only for 12 months from the date of the
flight. You can use your CV Points as currency to redeem rewards with Vistara & its
Partners. CV Points are valid for 36 months from the date of flight. When you fly/spend
with our airline/non-airline partners you earn CV Points. You can also earn CV Points by
participating in our offers and promotions.

REDEMPTION OF CV POINTS
With Award Flight redemptions starting as low as 2,000 CV Points and Upgrade Awards starting at 500 CV Points,
rewards could not be any faster. Club Vistara offers you the fastest journey to redemption of flights & upgrades. You
can instantly redeem Award Flights by logging on to our website www.airvistara.com
VISTARA AWARD FLIGHTS
•

You can redeem CV Points for Vistara Award
Flights by following the below easy steps:

•

Log on to www.airvistara.com

•

Enter Club Vistara membership ID

•

Click on ‘Redeem Now’ button

•

Submit details on ‘Redeem Award Flight’

•

Select ‘Flight & Redeem’

VISTARA UPGRADE REWARDS
Now redeem CV Points to upgrade your cabin class by calling our
Customer Service Centre at +91 120 6699901/02 or contacting
our Airport Ticketing Office (ATO) for instant upgrades.

To know the CV Points required for Vistara Award Flights and
Vistara Upgrade Awards, please visit our website at www.
airvistara.com

COMPLIMENTARY TIER MATCH
We invite you to enjoy a complimentary 3-month CV Gold membership, if you are a Gold or above tier member with any other
frequent flyer program. Please send us a request along with a copy of your membership card/ statement at contactus@
clubvistara.com or visit us at www.clubvistara.com
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PURE LUXURY
AQUASYMPHONY
BY GROHE.
AquaSymphony is not a shower – it’s a wellness
zone, a place where water takes on a life of its
own. AquaSymphony plays with water, creating
ever-changing liquid harmonies. Just imagine the
pleasure that awaits you.

1800 102 4475

VISIT GROHE.COM/IN

